
 

*Please rise if you are able 

 

Plymouth C ongregational C hurch 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

 S ervice of the Word  

 M arch 12, 2017 

 S econd S unday in L ent 

 10:00 am 

 

 

 TH E  G ATH E RING  

PRE L U D E  Tierce en Taille Franç ois C ouperin 

*O PE N IN G  H Y M N  A M ighty Fortress is O ur G od N o. 439 

This paraphrase of Psalm 46 by Martin Luther is one of the most famous hymns 

to come from the Protestant Reformation 

*C AL L  TO  WO RSH IP  Kailyn Wright VanN orstrand 

O ne: Remember the long way that the Lord your G od 
led you forty years in the wilderness. 

M any: G od fed us with manna. 

O ne: Remember that G od taught you  
 that people do not live by bread alone, 
M any: But by every word that comes from the mouth of the L ord. 

O ne: Therefore keep the commandments of the Lord your G od, 
 by walking in G od’s ways. 
M any: F or our G od is bringing us into a good land, 
 a land flowing with streams, 
 a land of wheat and barley, 
 of vines and figs and pomegranates, 

O ne: Where you may eat bread without scarcity, 
 where you will lack for nothing. 
M any: And we will eat our fill and bless the L ord. 

WE L C O M E   Q uinn G . C aldwell 

 TH E  RE F RE SH M E N T O F  FO RG IVE N E SS  

IN VITATIO N  TO  C O N FESSIO N   J im Vedder 

PRAY E R O F C O N FE SSIO N  

H oly C omforter,  
Promiser of S tars, 
Assurance of H umankind,  
L over of S inners: 
Y ou promised the world to my ancestors. 
Y ou warned that, 
H umans being what they are, we would wander. 
Y ou promised that we would come back. 
But still I ’m not sure about confession.  
I  don’t know how it works, 
what good it does to dredge up the past, 
what will happen if I  let my shadow side be seen.  
I  confess that I  don’t know how to confess.  
S o instead I’ll just say this: 
I ’m trying like a champ to trust your promises.  
I ’m working as hard as I  can to believe in coming home. 
I ’m doing what I  can, 
and I  trust that you will do the rest.  Amen. 

  



2 

SU N G  RE SPO N SE       The Choir will sing once, followed by the congregation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WO RD S O F ASSU RAN C E  

*PASSIN G  O F TH E  PE AC E  

 Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

 TH E  G IF T O F  TH E  WO RD  

PSAL M  121  H ymnal, page 704 

STO RY  FO R AL L  AG E S   L iz Pruchnicki 

 After the Story, kids can head upstairs with Liz for Chapel Time. 

AN TH E M  Steal Away to J esus Arr. M alcolm Archer 

SC RIPTU RE  J ohn 3:1-17 

SE RM O N  Protesting and Reforming 

M O M E N T FO R SIL EN T RE FLE C TIO N  

TH E  M INISTRY  O F  PRAY E R  

TH E  PASTO RAL  PRAY E R  

TH E  PRAY E R O F O U R SAVIO R  

O ur F ather, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. G ive us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. F or thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

OF F E RIN G  O U RSE L VE S AN D  O U R G IF TS  

C AL L  TO  TH E  O FFE RIN G  

O FFE RTO RY  AN TH E M      N ew-Born Again  Spiritual 

*D O X O L O G Y   Old Hundredth 

 F rom all that dwell below the skies 
 L et the C reator’s praise arise 
 L et the redeemer’s name be sung 
 Through every land by every tongue! 

This paraphrase of Psalm 117 by English hymn writer Isaac Watts exemplifies the commitment of many 
early Protestants to only sing biblical texts. 

*PRAY E R O F D E D IC ATIO N  

*C L O SIN G  H Y M N  N ow Thank We All O ur G od N o. 419 

This hymn written by a Lutheran pastor in the midst of the sufferings of the Thirty Years’ War, which 
was fought in Central Europe between Protestant and Catholic states, is remarkable for its strong praise 

of God raised up in the midst of so much suffering. 
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*BE N E D IC TIO N  

PO STL U D E  C ouplet    Franç ois C ouperin 

    

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Plymouth Runs O n Y O U   
 

   G RE E TE RS :  Audrey and M ichael Kane 
    L ITU RG IS T:  Kailyn Wright VanN orstrand 

U S H E RS :  G eorge Bain and Bill Bucher   AC O L Y TE :  M aya Fredette 
O F FE RIN G  C O U NTE RS :  G eorge Bain and Keith J akway 

H ospitality M inistry – Please consider serving as a host for C ommunity Time.  A sign-up sheet is 
found in the bell tower entry.  It’s easy and we’ll help you!  

F lowers – M ake our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of G od and in honor of 
whatever you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans 
for larger or multiple arrangements can always be made. 

Accessibility: Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  
Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  L ARG E  PRIN T 
BU L L E TIN S ARE  IN  TH E  BAC K O F TH E  SAN C TU ARY .  

Welcoming C hildren in Worship:  C hildren of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of 
the church.  N ursery care is offered at 10:00 am for infants. Sound is piped into M emorial H all 
next door to the Sanctuary for those who would welcome a space apart. 

Worship C lipboards:  Worship clipboards with age-appropriate bulletins and coloring paper are 
available in the back of the Sanctuary for our elementary aged children as a support to their 
attendance in worship.  We hope you will find these clipboards a welcoming and supportive means 
of engaging your children during the worship service. 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the 
lots behind the C atholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking here will 
allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in front of the 
church. 

Lenten Series 2017 
 

The Church in the World 
 

How should the church interact with the culture?  As a 

way to help us sort out some answers, 

we will spend this Lenten season taking a look at ways 

the church has interacted with culture throughout 

history.  In worship, we’ll focus on a different great 

moment in Christian history each week. 
 

Following worship, we gather each week to reflect on 

the positive impacts the church has had.  We’ll take as 

our guide Jonathan Hill’s What Has Christianity Ever 

Done for Us?   

$10 per B&W copy 

$12 per color copy 

$5 to have a pdf emailed 

 

Reprinted with author’s 

permission 

This week: Christianity Protesting and Reforming 

March 19: Christianity as the Congregational Way 

March 26: Christianity as the United Church of Christ 

April 2: Christianity as Plymouth Congregational Church 
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 M usic N otes for M arch 12, 2017  
We continue our L enten journey with organ music from the French Baroque.  Franç ois C ouperin 
(1668-1733) was the most famous of a musical dynasty of composers, harpsichordists and 
organists.  Franç ois served as organist at the church of St. G ervais (only a few blocks from N otre 
D ame) where he was preceded by his father and uncle, and succeeded by various relatives until 
well into the nineteenth century.  H e also had positions at the court, eventually gaining the position 
of ordinaire de la musique de la chambre du roi pour le clavecin (responsible for the daily harpsichord 
chamber music for the king – Louis X IV.)  H e wrote two organ masses early in his career – one for 
the impressive city churches like St. G ervais, and one for the Parish churches outside of Paris that 
would have had considerably less sophisticated music programs.  It is from the second of these 
works – the M ass for the Parishes - that our prelude and postlude are drawn.  S ince the mass was 
in L atin, which was unintelligible to a majority of the parishioners, organ masses replaced the 
words of the mass with short pieces of music instead.  For example, instead of saying the words of 
the “Kyrie,” one could just listen to a piece titled “Kyrie.”  O ur prelude today would have replaced 
the Benedictus and E levation of the host.  The name Tierce en Taille tells the organist which stops to 
draw for this piece – in this case, using a tierce stop for a left hand melody.  O ur postlude comes 
from earlier in the mass, at the Kyrie, and is a “dialogue on the great trumpet with the flute and 
principal on a secondary manual.” 

The anthem is a familiar spiritual simply arranged in three part harmony: 
 Steal away, steal away, steal away to J esus. 
 Steal away, steal away home. I ain’t got long to stay here. 
 My Lord, he calls me, he calls me by the thunder. 
 The trumpet sounds within my soul.  I ain’t got long to stay here. 
 Green trees abendin’, poor sinner stands a-tremblin’. 
 The trumpet sounds within my soul.  I ain’t got long to stay here. 

O ur offertory anthem is another familiar spiritual: 
 If you wanna get to heaven, you must be new-born again. 
 Peter say you must be new-born again. 
 Paul say you must be new-born again. 
 J esus say  you must be new-born again. 

 About Plymouth  

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a C hristian 
abolitionist bulwark in the city.  S ince then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; for 
immigrants’, natives’, workers’, L G BT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy in a 
hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for 

G od, and the Way of J esus C hrist. 
O ur faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not!  

 

We are O pen and Affirming We believe G od calls us to welcome all people and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, or 
religious background. 
 

We are J ust Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest for 
peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the sacredness of 
all life and to honor and preserve creation. 
 

We are S anctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants without 
documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national N ew Sanctuary M ovement. 
 

We are Progressive C hristians We try to walk in the way of J esus C hrist, our brother and savior.  We 
believe G od speaks new meanings for new days, and that S he does so not only in the church and the ancient 
words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, and the 
best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe G od has granted us a purpose, and that life is too short for 
long-faced religion.  J oin us!  

Rev. Q uinn G . C aldwell, Pastor 
D r. J oseph D owning, D irector of M usic 

L iz Pruchnicki, D irector of C hildren, Y outh, and Family M inistries 
Kathy Ferro, C hurch Administrator 

M ark J ohnson, Sexton 
 

232 E ast O nondaga Street  Syracuse, N ew Y ork 13202 
(315) 474-4836 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
 


