
 

*Please rise if you are able 

 

Plymouth C ongregational C hurch 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

 S ervice of the Word  
 M arch 19, 2017 
 Third S unday in L ent 
 10:00 am 

 
 

 TH E  G ATH E RING  

PRE L U D E  Prelude on O ld H undredth J ohann Pachelbel 

*O PE N IN G  H Y M N  C ome, O  Fount of E very Blessing N o. 459 

*PRAY E R O F IN VO C ATIO N   Russ Wojcik 

O ne: M y L ord G od, I have no idea where I am going. 
M any: I  do not see the road ahead of me. 

O ne: I cannot know for certain where it will end. 
M any: N or do I  really know myself,  

O ne: and the fact that I think that I am following your will 
 does not mean that I am actually doing so. 
M any: But I  believe that the desire to please you 
 does in fact please you. 

O ne: And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing.  
M any: I  hope that I  will never do anything apart from that desire.  
 And I know that if I  do this 
 you will lead me by the right road 
 though I may know nothing about it. 

O ne: Therefore will I trust you always  
M any: though I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death. 
 I  will not fear, for you are ever with me,  
 and you will never leave me to face my perils alone.  Amen. 

   -Thomas Merton 

WE L C O M E   Q uinn G . C aldwell 

 TH E  RE F RE SH M E N T O F  FO RG IVE N E SS  

IN VITATIO N  TO  C O N FESSIO N   J on Preston 

PRAY E R O F C O N FE SSIO N  

H oly F ount of E very Blessing, I  offer up to you my aridity.  

I  give you the anger, impatience, 
and frustration that drain my life of succulence.  

I  give you the unkind words, the uncharitable thoughts, 
and the ironic detachment with which I  have parched my soul.  

I  give you the shell that my own pain has grown around me,  
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the callousness the world has created in me, 
the withdrawal from the pain of others 
that has dehydrated my spirit.  

Take these things, O  holy one, 
and grant me a sip of grace, cool and sweet, 
to take away my dryness.  Amen. 

 
SU N G  RE SPO N SE        The Choir will sing once, followed by the congregation 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WO RD S O F ASSU RAN C E  

*PASSIN G  O F TH E  PE AC E  

 Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

 TH E  G IF T O F  TH E  WO RD  

PSAL M  95   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 R  
 O  come, let us sing to the L ord; 
  let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!  
 L et us come into G od’s presence with thanksgiving; 
  let us make a joyful noise to G od with songs of praise!  
 For the Lord is a great G od, 
  and a great ruler above all gods. 
 In G od’s hand are the depths of the earth; 
  the heights of the mountains are G od’s also. 
 The sea belongs to G od who made it, 
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  and the dry land, which G od’s hands have formed.    R  
 
 O  come, let us worship and bow down, 
  let us kneel before the Lord, our M aker. 
 For the Lord is our G od, 
  and we are the people of G od’s pasture, 
  and the sheep of G od’s hand.  R  

STO RY  FO R AL L  AG E S   L iz Pruchnicki 

 After the Story, kids can head upstairs with Liz for Chapel Time. 

AN TH E M  H o, E veryone That Thirsteth G ordon Y oung 

SC RIPTU RE  J ohn 4:5-42 

N arrator: So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that J acob 
had given to his son J oseph. J acob’s well was there, and J esus, tired out by his 
journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. A Samaritan woman came to 
draw water, and J esus said to her, 

Right S ide: G ive me a drink. 

N arrator: (H is disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to 
him, 

Left Side: How is it that you, a J ew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria? 

N arrator: (J ews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) 
Right S ide: If you knew the gift of G od, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘ G ive me a 

drink,’  you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water. 
Left Side: Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you 

greater than our ancestor J acob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank 
from it? 

Right S ide: E veryone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again,  but those who drink 
of the water that I  will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I  will 
give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.  

Left Side: Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw 
water. 

Right S ide: G o, call your husband, and come back. 
Left Side: I have no husband. 

Right S ide: Y ou are right in saying, ‘ I  have no husband,’  for you have had five husbands, 
and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true! 

Left Side: Sir, I see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that 
the place where people must worship is in J erusalem. 

 
Right S ide: Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Parent 

neither on this mountain nor in J erusalem. Y ou worship what you do not 
know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the J ews.  But the hour 
is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Parent 
in spirit and truth, for the Parent seeks such as these to worship him.  G od is 
spirit, and those who worship G od must worship in spirit and truth.  

Left Side: I know that Messiah is coming.  When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us. 
Right S ide: I  am he, the one who is speaking to you.  
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N arrator: J ust then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a 
woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with 
her?” Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the 
people, 

Left Side: Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can 
he? 

N arrator: They left the city and were on their way to him. M eanwhile the disciples were 
urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” But he said to them, 

Right S ide: I  have food to eat that you do not know about. M y food is to do the will of the 
one who sent me and to complete G od’s work.  

N arrator: M any Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s 
testimony.  So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with 
them; and he stayed there two days. And many more believed because of his 
word.  They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we 
believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior 
of the world.” 

This is the Word of Truth. 

SE RM O N  The C ongregational Way 

TH E  SAL E M  C H U RC H  C O VE N AN T 1629 (unison) 

Congregationalists believe that what creates a church is not the approval of an ecclesiastical authority, 
but rather a group of believers who covenant, or promise, to live and worship together with Christ in their 

midst.  This is the earliest church covenant in the colonies: 

We Covenant with the Lord and one with another; and doe bynd our 
selves in the presence of God, to walke together in all his waies, 
according as he is pleased to reveale himselfe unto us in his Blessed 
word of truth.  

 TH E  M INISTRY  O F  PRAY E R  

TH E  PASTO RAL  PRAY E R  

TH E  PRAY E R O F O U R SAVIO R  

O ur F ather, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. G ive us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil. F or thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  

O F F E RIN G  O U RSE L VE S AN D  O U R G IF TS  

C AL L  TO  TH E  O FFE RIN G  

Today and next week, we will receive the One G reat Hour of Sharing Offering.  Your OGHS contributions will be combined with those 
from seven other Christian denominations to make an impact on the lives of real people throughout the world.  To contribute, please 

make a check out to Plymouth Congregational Church and write “OGHS” in the memo line, or place cash in the envelopes provided in the 
pews. 

O FFE RTO RY  AN TH E M      J esus M akes M y H eart Rejoice        1735, arr. Robert Powell 

*D O X O L O G Y  All People that on E arth D o D well N o. 7 



5 

The early Congregationalists only sang Psalms.  This translation of Psalm 100 by William Kethe is so well 
known that it gave its name to the tune: O ld H undredth. 

*PRAY E R O F D E D IC ATIO N  

*C L O SIN G  H Y M N  O  G od, O ur H elp in Ages Past N o. 25 

Isaac Watts, who paraphrased Psalm 90 to create this famous hymn, was the pastor of a Congregational church 
in London. 

*BE N E D IC TIO N  

PO STL U D E  Prelude on O ld H undredth    J ohann G ottfried Walther 

   

  
Lenten Series 2017 

 

The Church in the World 
 

How should the church interact with the culture? 

 In worship, we’ll focus on a different great moment in 

Christian history each week. 
 

Following worship, we gather each week to reflect on 

the positive impacts the church has had.  We’ll take as 

our guide Jonathan Hill’s What Has Christianity Ever 

Done for Us?   

$10 per B&W copy 

$12 per color copy 

$5 to have a pdf emailed 

 

Reprinted with author’s 

permission 

THIS WEEK:  Christianity as the Congregational Way 

March 26: Christianity as the United Church of Christ 

April 2: Christianity as Plymouth Congregational 

Church 
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 Plymouth Runs O n Y O U   
 

   G RE E TE RS :  C yndi and N ick Signorelli    L ITU RG IS T:  Russ Wojcik 
U S H E RS :  G ert D anzy and Bill Bucher   AC O L Y TE :  H arry C rawford 

F L O WE RS :  G iven by G eorge Bain in honor of 
Sherwood E . "J oe" Bain's 95th birthday 

C O M M U N ITY  TIM E :   L inda and Scott Kraemer 
O F FE RIN G  C O U NTE RS :  Keith J akway and Elaine Wolf 

   
H ospitality M inistry – Please consider serving as a host for C ommunity Time.  A  
sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  It’s easy and we’ll help you!  
 

F lowers – M ake our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of G od and in honor of 
whatever you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans 
for larger or multiple arrangements can always be made. 
 

Accessibility: Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  
Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  L ARG E  PRIN T 
BU L L E TIN S ARE  IN  TH E  BAC K O F TH E  SAN C TU ARY .  
 

Welcoming C hildren in Worship:  C hildren of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of 
the church.  N ursery care is offered at 10:00 am for infants. Sound is piped into M emorial H all 
next door to the Sanctuary for those who would welcome a space apart. 
 

Worship C lipboards:  Worship clipboards with age-appropriate bulletins and coloring paper are 
available in the back of the Sanctuary for our elementary aged children as a support to their 
attendance in worship.  We hope you will find these clipboards a welcoming and supportive means 
of engaging your children during the worship service. 
 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the 
lots behind the C atholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking here will 
allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in front of the 
church. 

 S ome Things Y ou O ught to K now  
  

TO D AY  following worship:   
 L enten S tudy (M emorial H all) 
 C onfirmation – 11:30 (C onfirmation Room) 
 

L ent D evotional Book Diving Lessons, the U C C ’s 2017 book of daily L enten devotions, written by 
U C C  authors including our own Q uinn C aldwell, is now available on the table in the back of the 
Sanctuary for a suggested price of $3 each (let us know if that price is prohibitive for you!) 
 

Bible S tudy S urvey:   Bible study will resume following E aster and the planning team would like 
your input into the design and content of this ministry moving into the future.   Please provide your 
thoughts and ideas via the survey that is available on the back table in the sanctuary.   Y ou can also 
access the survey through the Plymouth facebook group and the weekly e-newsletter. 
 

Plymouth RO C K S :    T-shirts are in and available for pickup beginning TO D AY !  Y ou can pay 
via cash or check with “Plymouth RO C KS t-shirt” in memo line. 
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We will be serving lunch at the Rescue M ission on S unday, M arch 26.  All generations are 
welcome and encouraged to attend. The group will leave Plymouth around 10:15am and will finish 
serving shortly after 12pm.   RSVP to C hris H opkins (christinehopkins03@gmail.com; 476-5139. 
 

AN D  in April, all are invited to give D owntown Syracuse a spring cleaning.  We will be 
participating in the D owntown C ommittee’s E arth D ay C lean-U p on the morning of Saturday, 
April 22nd.  That is E arth D ay!    Volunteers will be provided with trash bags and gloves.  And if 
you let us at Plymouth know by April 9th we’ll sign you up to get a green t-shirt.  After the event 
the D owntown C ommittee will treat you to lunch.   E veryone is welcome and encouraged to 
participate.  We’ll let you know the meeting time and location when that is determined.  Please 
contact L eslie L awrence (315-446-9137 or lelaw@twcny.rr.com) or Kathy Ferro in the church 
office if you plan to attend.   
 

J ail M inistry Bread will be available N E X T S U N D AY  following worship.  The sale of this bread 
at the cost of $3.00 supports ministry to inmates and programs for the homeless. 
 

The F ood Pantry is collecting TO O TH PASTE  during the month of M arch.  Please place your 
contributions in the box in the back of the worship area.   
Plymouth BE  BO L D  mugs now grace our community time thanks to your generosity.  We will be 
donating non-Plymouth mugs to a local non-profit in the next couple of weeks.  If you have a 
favorite non-Plymouth mug that you’d like to rescue from the donate pile, grab it soon!  
 

S tatewide Advocacy for Refugee Resettlement Agencies:  InterFaith Works is asking its faith 
partners for support of refugee resettlement during the federal shutdown.  They would like 
members of our congregation to call N Y S Assembly M embers and Senators to let them know you 
support refugee resettlement in your community.   
 

D emocratic lawmakers in N Y S are calling for a $12 million boost in state funding for the U pstate 
refugee resettlement agencies.  The proposed plan would include: 
- $2 million toward allowing refugee resettlement agencies to continue working at capacity and 

make up for any revenue that was lost during the 120 day ban. 
- $5 million toward allowing resettlement agencies to provide an additional 90 days of service to 

newly arriving refugees. 
- $5 million to fund legal services to refugees. 
 

C all one or all of the following members explaining that you are from Plymouth C hurch in 
Syracuse, a faith partner of InterFaith Works and that you support the proposed plan. 

Assembly Speaker C arl H eastie: 518-455-3791 
Assemblyman Bill M agnarelli: 315-428-9651 
Assemblyman Al Stirpe: 518 455-4505 
State Senate M ajority Leader J ohn Flanagan: 518-455-2071 
State Senate C oalition Leader J effrey Klein: 518-455-3595 
State Senator D ave Velesky: 315-478-8745 
State Senator J ohn D eFrancisco: 315-428-7632 
G overnor Andrew C uomo: 518-474-8390 

 
TH IS WE E K  AT PL Y M O U TH  

• M on. M arch 20  D eadline for the April Plymouth Story 

• Tues. M arch 21 C hurch C ouncil, 5:30pm – Parlor 
   Board of C hristian Formation, 7:00pm - Parlor 

• Thurs. M arch 23 Food Pantry – 10am – 12noon - Parlor  
   Bell C hoir – 5:30pm – Adult E ducation R oom 
   C hoir R ehearsal – 7:00pm – M emorial H all 

• Sun. M arch 26 Worship - 10am 

mailto:christinehopkins03@gmail.com
mailto:lelaw@twcny.rr.com
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   Plymouth RO C K S – serving lunch at R escue M ission – D epart 10:15am 
   L enten Study – M emorial H all 

 M usic N otes for M arch 19, 2017  
O ur music today centers around two themes: Thirsty voices, and the tune Old Hundredth. 
 

In the early days of the Reformation, several denominations – including the C ongregationalists - 
used only the Psalms as music in their worship services.  The most common arrangement was to 
paraphrase each psalm into verses of four lines, where the first and third lines had eight syllables 
and the second and fourth had six.  This was called C ommon M eter.  The tune that we use to sing 
the D oxology today first appeared in the G enevan Psalter of 1551, and that tune became known as 
Old Hundredth because it became inextricably connected with Psalm 100 - although the G enevan 
Psalter used it for Psalm 134!   O ur prelude and postlude are both chorale preludes based on that 
tune; the prelude by J ohann Pachelbel (1653-1706) and the postlude by J ohann G ottfried Walther 
(1684-1748) who was a cousin of J . S . Bach.  In the Pachelbel piece, you will hear each phrase of 
the chorale hinted at by the upper voices, and then played in the pedal bass.  In the Walther, you 
will hear each phrase of the chorale first played in the uppermost voice, and then repeated in the 
pedal.  (G erman composers often liked to place the tune, or cantus firmus, in the pedal!) 
 

G ordon Y oung (1919-1998) was a prolific composer who wrote mostly church music.  O ur anthem 
uses a text drawn from Isaiah 55: 

 

 Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, 
 And he that hath no money, come ye, buy and eat. 
 Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? 
 And your labor for that which satisfieth not? 
 Incline your ear and come unto me; hear and your soul shall live. 
 

O ur offertory anthem uses a tune from the H errnhut C horal Buch of 1735 as arranged by Robert 
J . Powell: 
 

 J esus makes my heart rejoice; I’m his lamb and know his voice. 
 He’s my shepherd, gently guiding, in his pastures now abiding 
 Constant love to me he shows.  Yes, my very name he knows. 
 

 Trusting in his path always, I go in and out with peace. 
 He will feed me with the treasure of his grace in richest measure. 
 When I thirst, to him I cry.  Living water he’ll supply. 
 

 Shall I sing how blessed I am, led by J esus as his lamb? 
 For when all my days are over, in the arms of my dear Saviour, 
 Welcome will be my delight; joy forever in his sight.  

 About Plymouth  
 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a C hristian 
abolitionist bulwark in the city.  S ince then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; for 
immigrants’, natives’, workers’, L G BT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy in a 
hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for 

G od, and the Way of J esus C hrist. 
O ur faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not!  

 

We are O pen and Affirming We believe G od calls us to welcome all people and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, or 
religious background. 
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We are J ust Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest for 
peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the sacredness of 
all life and to honor and preserve creation. 
 

We are S anctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants without 
documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national N ew Sanctuary M ovement. 
 

We are Progressive C hristians We try to walk in the way of J esus C hrist, our brother and savior.  We 
believe G od speaks new meanings for new days, and that S he does so not only in the church and the ancient 
words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, and the 
best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe G od has granted us a purpose, and that life is too short for 
long-faced religion.  J oin us!  

Rev. Q uinn G . C aldwell, Pastor 
D r. J oseph D owning, D irector of M usic 

L iz Pruchnicki, D irector of C hildren, Y outh, and Family M inistries 
Kathy Ferro, C hurch Administrator 

M ark J ohnson, Sexton 
 

232 E ast O nondaga Street  Syracuse, N ew Y ork 13202 
(315) 474-4836 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 


