
Plymouth Congregational Church 
 A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

  Service of the Word  
  July 23, 2017 

 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
  10:00 am 

 

 

 THE GATHERING 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

PRELUDE Sonata in Bb: II Andante Cantabile Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

*OPENING HYMN God is Here!  As We Your People Meet No. 70 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION  Jonathan Preston 

One: Let us pray. 
  You broke down the barriers when you crept in beside us. 
Many: For in Jesus, your hands touched all, and touched us. 
One: You opened our eyes, to see how the hands of the rich were empty, 
Many: and the hearts of the poor were full. 
One: You took the widow’s mite, the child’s loaves, the babe at the breast 
Many: and used them to show us the Kingdom. 
One: You gave us hands to hold, black and white, African and Asian, 
  the clasping hands of lovers and the reluctant hands of those who 
  don’t believe they are worth holding. 
Many: And when we wanted to shake our fists, 
  you still wanted to hold our hands. 
One: Here in the company of the neighbor whom we know 
  and the stranger in our midst, 
  and the self from whom we turn, 
  we ask to love as Jesus loved. 
Many: Make this the place and time, good Lord, 
  when heaven and earth become one, 
  and we in word and flesh 
  know ourselves beloved.  Amen. 

WORDS OF WELCOME  Quinn G. Caldwell 

 THE REFRESHMENT OF FORGIVENESS 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

*ASSURANCE OF GRACE 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

  

* Please rise if you are able. 
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*PRAISE SONG 

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, 
the Holy Spirit, Three-in-One. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen, amen. 

 THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

SCRIPTURE Genesis 28:10-19a 

*HYMN We Are Climbing Jacob’s Ladder No. 500 

SERMON 

MOMENT FOR SILENT REFLECTION 

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY         The Girl with the Flaxen Hair Claude Debussy 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below.  
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
One God, triune, whom we adore! 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

      THE JOINING OF NEW MEMBERS 

 Juliet Giglio Keith Giglio  
 Andrew VanNorstrand Sarah VanNorstrand   

LITANY OF INTENT  

One: Friends in Christ, we are all received into the church through the sacrament of 
baptism. These people have found nurture and support in the midst of the family of 
Christ. 

Many: They have been led by the Spirit to affirm their baptism and to claim in our 
presence their covenantal relationship with Christ and the members of the 
Christian church.  

One: They are here, as we are here, to endeavor to love God with all our hearts, and all our 
souls, and all our minds. God help us. 

Many: They are here, as we are here, to endeavor to love our neighbors as we love 
ourselves. God help us. 
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One: Friends who are joining, we rejoice in your pilgrimage of faith which has brought you 
to this time and place. 

Many: We give thanks for every community of faith which has been your spiritual 
home, and we celebrate your presence in this household of faith. 

One: Do you promise, by the grace of God, to be a vital part of the family of Christ, to be 
Christ’s disciple, to follow in the way of our Savior, to resist oppression and evil, to 
show love and justice, and to witness to the work and Word of Jesus Christ as best you 
are able? 

Those joining:  We promise, with the help of God. 

Many: Do you promise, according to the grace given to you, to grow in the Christian 
faith?  And do you promise, that so far as able, you will participate in the life of 
this church, by worshipping God with us, and offering your time, talent and 
means for the ministry of this church and for the larger church of which this is 
a part? 

Those joining:  We promise, with the help of God. 

One: We welcome you with joy as partners in the common life of this church, and we offer 
to you the hand of Christian love. 

*CLOSING HYMN The Church’s One Foundation No. 386 

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE Scherzetto  Christopher Tambling 
 

    

  About Our New Members  
 

Juliet and Keith Giglio 

Juliet & Keith Giglio moved to Syracuse six years ago to become professors.  Keith teaches 
screenwriting at the S.I. Newhouse School at Syracuse University and Juliet teaches screenwriting 
at SUNY Oswego.  Prior to their life in Syracuse, they lived by the beach in Los Angeles for 20 years 
where they wrote and produced movies.   They met at NYU Film school and have been married for 
28 years.  They have two daughters:  Sabrina (24) who works in NYC and Ava (20) who is a student 
at Dartmouth College.  Just like the pilgrims, Juliet & Keith were thrilled to discover Plymouth and 
are excited to make it their new church home.     
 

Andrew and Sarah VanNorstrand 

Andrew & Sarah VanNorstrand have been married for nine years and live near Cazenovia, NY.  They 
discovered Plymouth last year through their friend Kailyn Sweet Wright and are excited about 
joining!  Andrew is a full time musician, singer-songwriter and producer focusing primarily on 
American folk music.  He's also an avid birder and passionate about LGBTQ issues.  During the 
growing season Sarah works at Lucky Moon Farm, a local organic vegetable CSA, but she has 
experience with lots of upstate New York agriculture including making apple cider and maple 
syrup.  She's also an in-demand caller and instructor of American social folk dancing.  Together, 
Andrew and Sarah enjoy traveling, cooking, board games and British TV shows. 
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 Some Things You Ought to Know  
TODAY following worship:   

• Forum – “Roots of Summer ~ Tracing the Ancestors in Onondaga County and Beyond” with 
Pamela Priest, Archivist and Research Center Manager at the Onondaga Historical 
Association 

Following worship TODAY, the Arts and Crafts Team needs assistance moving furniture out of the 
Parlor.  Additional volunteers are also needed during the event itself next weekend. Please sign up on 
the chart in the bell tower or contact Kathy Ferro at 481-7281 to claim a shift.    
 
August Summer Forum -“Strings for Peace”:   We will remember Hiroshima and Nagasaki with 
music following worship on August 6.  
 
Plymouth Summer Picnic:  Bring a dish to pass, your own place setting(s) and a lawn chair to sit on 
and enjoy a summer evening with fellow members of the Plymouth community (hosts provide 
beverages and there is no need to RSVP!): 

• Wednesday, August 9, 6-8pm at the home of Jon Preston and Christopher Norman (3654 Sweet 
Road, Jamesville, 13078) 

If you need a ride, call the church office and we’ll do our best to accommodate you. 
 
Choir for Commitment-Phobes:   Have a voice to offer God but not quite able to make Thursday 
rehearsals?  Sing like an angel but don’t want to be pinned down?  Here’s your chance.   On August 13, 
we will have our second summer Plymouth Pickup Choir.  Show up at 9am to quickly learn a simple 
but effective piece to sing at that Sunday’s service.  Easy! 
 
The Food Pantry is collecting SOAP during the month of July.  Please place your contributions in the 
box in the back of the worship area. 
 
A lakeside dinner to benefit Plymouth: Sunday afternoon, August 13, at 3pm at the beautiful new 
camp on Skaneateles Lake that George Bain occupies. Bring your bathing suit, towel, kayak, tennis 
racket and balls, and a side dish to pass. Lake views, lake water, tennis courts and hot tub! We’ll 
provide snacks, wine, beer, drinks, hamburgers, hot dogs, coneys, and dessert and ice cream. At the 
end, we’ll pass the hat for a free will offering . To get an accurate head count, we ask you to make a 
reservation. Contact George Bain, Susan Hawks, or Linda Kraemer. 
 

You Grew ‘em, Now Share ‘em!:  In July and August, members and friends are invited to bring 
flowers from their home gardens or yards as an offering of beauty to God.  Bring them in your own 
vase, or bring them cut and grab a vase from the windowsills in the first floor hallway.  (You also have 
the traditional option to commemorate a special occasion with a florist-made arrangement.  Just sign 
up on the chart in the bell tower and send in a check for $25 to Plymouth Church with “flowers” noted 
in the memo line. We order the arrangement for you!)  
  

Hiroshima and Nagasaki Remembrances:  On Sunday, August 6 (Hiroshima Day), there will be a 
Family Picnic at the Thornden Park Lily Pond from 5pm to dusk.  On Wednesday, August 9 (Nagasaki 
Day) there is a March for a Nuclear Free Future.   Gather behind City Hall Commons at Washington 
and Warren Streets at 11:30am and the parade will step off at 12noon.   For more information:   
www.peacecouncil.net, 315.472.5478. 
 

Plymouth ROCKS:   We’ll be serving lunch at the Rescue Mission Sunday, August 27.  The group will 
leave Plymouth around 10:15am and will finish serving shortly after 12pm (if you volunteer you will 
be missing the service that week).  All generations are welcome and encouraged to attend.  

http://www.peacecouncil.net/
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Please note the dress code:   close-toed shoes (no sandals), long pants, capris or shorts to the knees, 
and no tank tops.  RSVP to Chris Hopkins (christinehopkins03@gmail.com or 315.476.5139.) 
 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH 
• Thurs. July 27: Food Pantry, 10am – 12noon 
• Fri. July 28: Arts and Crafts Festival – 10am – 6pm 
• Sat. July 29: Arts and Crafts Festival – 10am – 5pm 
• Sun. July 30: Outdoor Worship on the point (weather permitting) and  
    Summer Chapel Time, 10am 
   Arts and Crafts Festival, 10am – 5pm  

 

 
 
 
 

 About Plymouth  

 
Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 

abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; 
for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of 

mercy in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, 
taking risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 
 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all people and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, or 
religious background. 
 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest for 
peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the sacredness of all 
life and to honor and preserve creation. 
 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants without 
documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 
 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior.  We believe 
God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church and the ancient words of 
the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, and the best strivings 
of the human spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that life is too short for long-faced religion.  
Join us! 
 

Rev. Quinn G. Caldwell, Pastor 
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 
Mark Johnson, Sexton 

 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 
(315) 474-4836 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 

Capital Campaign Update 
We have commitments totaling $734,512. 

$685,819 has been paid on those commitments so far. 

We’re in the home stretch, team!  Keep it up! 


