
*Please rise if you are able 

Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

  Service of the Word  
  September 17, 2017 
  Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

   10:00 am 
 

THE GATHERING 
RINGING OF THE BELL  

PRELUDE         La Fleurie François Couperin 

*OPENING HYMN God the Omnipotent No. 577 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Nancy Gwin 

One:  When the doors are tightly shut, can the peace of God be shared? 
Many: There the church may gather, but how its witness is impaired. 
One:  With the doors flung open wide, all its energy and strength, 
Many: flow to those around, outside, held no longer at arms’ length. 
One:  Welcome to this holy place!  Come with others or alone. 
Many: Savor, here, refreshing grace, here where peace from God is known. 
One:  Peace to all who enter here!  Peace be with passersby! 
Many: Peace dispelling anxious fear, peace from God, who hears each sigh. 
One:  May this building be a place where the peace of God is found! 
Many: Welcome, then to sacred space.  Welcome then to hallowed ground. 

  -Norman J. Goreham 
*MUSICAL CALL TO COMMUNITY (unison) 

 

WORDS OF WELCOME  Quinn G. Caldwell

 THE REFRESHMENT OF FORGIVENESS 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

*ASSURANCE OF GRACE 
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*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*PRAISE SONG 

Day by day (repeat), O, dear Lord, three things I pray; 
To see thee more clearly, love thee more dearly,  
Follow thee more nearly, day by day. 

THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY FOR ALL AGES Kim Looney 

ANTHEM Weary Of All Trumpeting Hugo Distler 

SCRIPTURE Exodus 14:19-31 

SERMON 

*HYMN Lead Us from Death to Life No. 581 

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us have prayed 
since childhood, we will cycle through the different versions over the course of a year.  We will pray 

the prayer with “sins” through the end of 2017. 

MUSICAL RESPONSE (unison) 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
And God’s righteousness 
And all these things shall be added unto you, 
Allelu, alleluia. 

 OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

Today we will receive a special offering to supplement our basic budgetary commitment to Our 
Church’s Wider Mission support.  Please prayerfully consider a special gift and place it in the 
envelopes provided in the pews or make out a check to Plymouth Church with “OCWM” in the 

memo line. 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM A Vision from the Future Joseph Downing 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below.  
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
One God, triune, whom we adore!   Amen. 
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*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*CLOSING HYMN We Shall Overcome No. 570 

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE La Milordine François Couperin 

    

 

 

Just Peace Resolution 
Plymouth Congregational Church 

United Church of Christ 
 

 
We, the members of Plymouth Congregational Church, U.C.C., after thoughtful prayer and study, 
declare ourselves a Just Peace Church. We believe that God’s will is that we work together 
toward building Peace and Justice. In Covenant with God and with one another, we seek to 
deepen our understanding of the Shalom Vision and its implications for us as Christians in 
community through: 

An inward journey of spiritual nurture –  
• We commit ourselves to regular personal reflection, study, and meditation, seeking 

inner wholeness; 
• We commit ourselves to sharing our spiritual journey with one another and 

encouraging each other along the way; 
• We commit ourselves as a church to providing guidance to nourish this spiritual 

journey through worship, dialogue and retreats; 

An inward journey of education – 
• We commit ourselves to ongoing exploration of the conditions that allow injustice to 

persist; 
• We commit ourselves to building on the roots of hospitality found in our Judeo-

Christian faith, 
▪ by creating and implementing an educational experience for the whole 

congregation on racism and 
▪ by creating and implementing an educational experience on sexuality, in which 

persons of all sexual orientations are invited to converse, learn and grow; 

An outward journey of political witness – 
• We commit ourselves to exploring the interconnectedness with all living things and 

our role as stewards of the Creation; 
• We commit ourselves to resisting the forces of violence, oppression, and destruction 

that threaten the lives of others and, ultimately, our own; 
• We commit ourselves to exploring the relationships between our choices, both 

personal and institutional, and the just distribution of resources. 
• We commit ourselves to becoming more intentional in the struggle to break the 

cycle of economic injustice, poverty, homelessness and hunger, inferior education 
and illiteracy, inadequate health care; and 
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       An outward journey of community witness – 
• We affirm Plymouth Church as a public forum for the exchange of ideas from a 

diversity of perspectives, and in a spirit of openness;  
• We reaffirm our decision to be a Sanctuary Church; 
• We affirm our commitment to use our resources to advocate for and effect change 

in accordance with God’s intention of justice and harmony in the world. 

We believe that declaring ourselves a Just Peace Church will give new voice and body to the 
ministry of this church, and that it will bond us together in a common effort of study and action 
as we listen for and respond to God’s will in our personal and public lives. 

Adopted 1993 

 
 Plymouth Runs On YOU  

 

GREETERS:  Jonathan Preston and Sarah Whitton    LITURGIST:  Nancy Gwin 
USHERS:  Gert Danzy and Keith Jakway 

ACOLYTE:   Ray Carr 
FLOWERS donated by Michael and Audrey Kane to celebrate all that has been, 

with gratitude for all that is to come.  
OFFERING COUNTERS:  Sue Bogucz and Audrey Kane  

  

You can volunteer for many of these ministries via the Plymouth website www.plymouthsyr.org.  Go to the 
“Get Involved” page and click on the link above the choir photo. 

 

Hospitality Ministry – Please consider serving as a host for Community Time.  There is a sign-
up chart in the bell tower entrance.  It’s easy and we’ll help you! 
  

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of 
whatever you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans 
for larger or multiple arrangements can always be made. 
 

Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the 
sanctuary.  Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  
LARGE PRINT BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 
 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of 
the church.  Nursery care is offered at 10:00 am for infants. Sound is piped into Memorial Hall 
next door to the Sanctuary for those who would welcome a space apart. 
 

Worship Clipboards:  Worship clipboards with age-appropriate bulletins and coloring paper 
are available in the back of the Sanctuary for our elementary aged children as a support to their 
attendance in worship.  We hope you will find these clipboards a welcoming and supportive 
means of engaging your children during the worship service. 
 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in 
the lots behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking 
here will allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in 
front of the church.  

 
  

http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
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 Some Things You Ought to Know  
  

 

 

TODAY following worship:    
• Learning Community begins! 
• Forum – Remember, Repent, Renew… the Way of Just Peace in Our Time (Memorial Hall) 

 
OCWM Special Offering: Today we will receive a special offering to supplement our basic 
budgetary commitment for Our Church’s Wider Mission basic support that helps fund the work 
of our New York Conference and the national UCC denomination.  
  

The first Family Faith Night of this church season is this coming Saturday, September 23 from 
5pm -7pm. Families are invited to come together to share in a meal and a time of learning and 
discussion about “screen time” in separate adult and children sessions.   How should parents 
deal with the pulls of technology? How can our faith influence how we utilize technology?  Come 
explore these questions and more. Let Kim Looney know if your family plans on attending 
(klooney@plymouthsyr.org or 315-474-4836 x28.)  
 

Jail Ministry Bread will be available next Sunday following worship.  The sale of this bread at 
the cost of $3.00 supports ministry to inmates and programs for the homeless. 
 
Read-in For Racial Justice Plymouth will be joining congregations from across ACTS to read 
Jim Wallis’ America’s Original Sin: Racism, White Privilege, and the Bridge to a New America.  We 
will gather in the parlor every Monday from 5 to 6:30 pm for six weeks, beginning 02 
October.  Books are available through the church office for $15; if that cost is prohibitive for you, 
just talk with Quinn. 
 
The Food Pantry is collecting TOOTHPASTE during the month of September.  Please place your 
contributions in the box in the back of the worship area. 
Plymouth ROCKS:  We will NOT be serving lunch at the Rescue Mission this month, but mark 
your calendars:  You can serve meals with Meals on Wheels of Syracuse on Columbus Day, 
Monday, October 9, from 11 a.m. to approximately noon. Routes in the city are open for drivers 
and servers and take approximately 45 minutes to complete. All ages are welcome. Please let 
George Bain (georgesabain@aol.com) know if you are interested in this volunteer opportunity 
or have any questions.  
 
Interested in refugee resettlement efforts?  InterFaith Works is offering engaging and 
informative dialogue about refugees and the refugee experience in Syracuse that will answer 
such questions as: Who are refugees? How does the refugee resettlement process work? Why 
welcome refugees? What is the current state of refugee resettlement in the United States?  What 
impact has the travel ban had?  What can we, as a community, do to help?  Seating is limited so 
RSVP to Daryl Files at 315-449-3552, x208 for one of these sessions: 

• Thursday, Sept. 21, 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

Capital Campaign Update 
We have commitments totaling $734,537. 

$693,409 has been paid on those commitments so far. 

We’re in the home stretch, team!  Keep it up! 

 

mailto:klooney@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:georgesabain@aol.com
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• Thursday, Sept. 28, 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
• Thursday, Oct. 5, 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

 Sessions will be held at InterFaith Works, 1010 James St.  Each session will feature a video 
presentation, We Are Human, followed by an overview of the refugee resettlement process, 
current issues related to refugee resettlement, stories presented by New Americans, and a 
Q&A.  Light refreshments will be served. 
 
Take the opportunity to speak with Quinn: 

Call-in Hour:   Quinn is available by phone, with a guaranteed answer, every Monday 
morning from 9-10 (other times, he promises to respond to any messages promptly!).  
 

Out-of-Office Office Hours:   Quinn can be found at Recess Coffee on Harvard Street 
from 3 to 5 pm on Mondays and at Café Kubal on Salina Street from 10 am to noon on 
Thursdays.  No appointment is needed, but it’s a good idea to check Plymouth’s Facebook 
group, or with Quinn directly, on a day you’re thinking of dropping in.  Sometimes 
emergent events cause changes to this schedule! 
  

And he is available at other times as well—just call and schedule an appointment! 
 
Want to stay informed about the news and events at Plymouth Church?  Sign up for 
Plymouth’s weekly email newsletter by contacting George Bain at georgesbain@aol.com and 
provide your email to the church office (office@plymouthsyr.org) in order to receive the 
monthly newsletter The Plymouth Story. 
 
Plymouth needs YOU to help us live out our mission of “Welcoming All”!   Please sign up to 
greet, usher, provide flowers or host community time through Sign-up genius by clicking here or 
by clicking on the link on the Get Involved page on the Plymouth website 
(www.plymouthsyr.org).   You can also sign up by contacting: 

•  Greeters - George Bain (georgesbain@aol.com)  
  Ushers - Barbara Forsstrom (315-427-3513)    

Or by signing up on the charts in the bell tower for Flowers or Community Time. 
 
Photos needed for online directory:   Our new online photo directory is a tool to help us 
better know and recognize one another.  If you are in the directory, please send us a photo by 
clicking HERE to upload your favorite.  OR you can email a high quality file to 
office@plymouthsyr.org.  OR we can use the picture printed in the last photo directory – call the 
church office to give us permission to do so!  OR we’ll be happy to scan a hard copy of a photo 
you give us and upload it for you; just let Kathy Ferro know!    (And if you have questions about 
the directory, give the church office a call.) 
 
THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH 
• Mon. Sept. 18 Deadline for the October Plymouth Story 
• Tues. Sept. 19 Church Council – 5:30pm – Parlor 
   Board of Christian Formation – 7:00pm – Parlor 
• Thurs. Sept. 21:  Food Pantry – 10am – 12noon – Parlor 
   Bell Choir Rehearsal – 5:30pm 
   Choir Rehearsal – 7:00pm 
• Sat. Sept. 23: Family Faith Night – 5:00pm – Kirtland Hall 

mailto:georgesbain@aol.com
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4aada62aa7fa7-pccworship
http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
https://www.instantchurchdirectory.com/submit_photo.aspx?id=3569a13c-b119-4d5b-9a0d-da76c75ed96d
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
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• Sun. Sept. 24: Worship/Chapel Time – 10am 
   Learning Community – 11am 
   Forum – 11:15am 
   Oneida Association Fall Gathering – 2:30pm, First  
    Congregational Church, Phoenix 

 
 Music Notes for September 17, 2017  

  

Our prelude (“The Flower”) and postlude (“The Little Old Rich Man”) are from a collection of 
harpsichord music by François Couperin (1668-1733).  They were originally scheduled for last 
Sunday’s service.  Let’s see if I can play them today without keeling over.  ☺ 
 

Our two anthems today speak of social justice.  This poem was written by Martin Franzman in 1938 
to “celebrate” the “reconnection” of Austria to Germany.  Hugo Distler (1908-1942) wrote the music 
under protest.  Although to keep his employment Distler joined the Nazi party, he could not 
reconcile party membership with his Christian faith, and committed suicide. 
 

Weary of all trumpeting, weary of all killing,  
Weary of all songs that sing promise unfulfilling, 
We would raise, O Christ one song; we would join in singing 
That great music pure and strong wherewith heaven is ringing. 
 

Captain Christ, O lowly Lord, Servant King, your dying  
Bade us sheathe the foolish sword, bade us cease denying. 
Trumpet with your Spirit’s breath through each height and hollow 
Into your self-giving death, call us all to follow. 
 

To the triumph of your cross summon all the living; 
Summon us to live by loss, gaining all by giving, 
Suffering all, that we may see triumph in surrender; 
Leaving all, that we may be partners in your splendor. 

 

Our offertory anthem is written from the point of view of sometime in the future, when social 
justice will have been achieved. 
 

Once in a time in America, people were judged by their skin. 
Those ideas have passed (dinosaurs, never last!) and we look, not without, but within. 
 

One, all and everyone.  We all are equal and free  
To believe or refuse; free to love whom we choose; to be what we want to be. 
 

Once in a time in America, women were judged “somewhat less.” 
Now the country is led with a woman at its head, moving forward to greater success. 
 

Once in a time in America, Protestants had all the power. 
Now Catholics, Hindus, Muslims, Atheists and Jews help our nation to prosper and flower. 
 

Once in a time in America, some couldn’t marry or love. 
Now families abound wherever love is found, embraced by all, blest from above. 
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 About Plymouth  
 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 
abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; 

for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy 
in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking 

risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 
Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all people and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, 
or religious background. 
 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest 
for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the 
sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 
 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 
 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior.  We 
believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church and the 
ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, 
and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that life is too 
short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Quinn G. Caldwell, Pastor 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 

(315) 474-4836 
plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 

 


