
*Please rise if you are able 

Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

  Service of Word and Sacrament 
  November 26, 2017 
  Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
  10:00 am 

 

 

 THE GATHERING 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

PRELUDE         Come Ye Thankful People, Come Joseph Downing 

*OPENING HYMN We Hail You God’s Anointed No. 104 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Michelle Bell 

One: Ingathering God, 
 when we have only 
 a few pennies of hope in our pockets, 
Many:  You multiply us into a blessing. 
One: When the world whispers seductively to us, 
Many:  You tell us of your joy for us. 
One: When everyone has forgotten who we are, 
Many:  You shout out our name with delight:  
 "My Beloved!" 
One: And so we worship You, 
Many: Today and always, here and everywhere, 
 in part now and in full someday. 

*MUSICAL CALL TO COMMUNITY  

We will sing once through in unison, then as a round, following your section leader 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME   Craig French 
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 THE REFRESHMENT OF FORGIVENESS 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

One: Your reign is always coming, Jesus, 
     slipping into our lives quietly like a thief, 
     and subverting our comfortable self-interest; 
Many: and, even though we know we should be watching, 
     we miss it too easily and too often. 
One: But, then when we remember, 
     when we set our hearts to see, 
     and our eyes to search, 
Many: we begin to recognize the signs, 
     the unexpected evidence of your glory 
     in our ordinary, everyday normality. 
One: And so we praise you for the Reign of God 
 that constantly breaks into the world of women and men, 
Many: that always opens us to the new, 
 the possible, 
 the eternal, 
 the yes. 
One: And we praise you for the capacity to watch, 
 to see it coming, 
Many: to recognize its advent, 
 even though sometimes watching is the last thing we do. 

*ASSURANCE OF GRACE 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*PRAISE SONG 

Day by day (repeat), 
O, dear Lord, three things I pray; 
To see thee more clearly, love thee more dearly,  
Follow thee more nearly, day by day. 

STORY FOR ALL AGES 

 THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 Aiden William Reeves 
 Child of Kristin and James Reeves 
 Godparents are Keith Jakway and Samantha Edinger 

INTRODUCTIONS AND ADDRESS 

LITANY OF BAPTISM 

One:        We are gathered to present Aiden William Reeves to the church, to thank God for his 
birth, and to initiate him into the life, the way and the truth of Christ.   What can we 
affirm about him? 

Many: That he is a child of God, made in the image of God. 
One: As Aiden grows, how will he know that he is a child of God, made in God’s image? 
Many: We will give him our love today and pray that he and his family will be supported 

and nurtured by a loving and welcoming church where they live. 
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One: What will he learn of the Christian faith? 
Many: We want him to know about Abraham, the father of our faith; about Sarah, the 

mother of Isaac; about Moses and Miriam who led our ancestors out of bondage; 
about Ruth’s example of faithfulness; about the Jewish hope for a messiah; about 
Mary and Joseph’s openness to mystery; about the Savior, Jesus; and about the 
history of the church as the people of God. 

One: And what, in turn, will we expect of him? 
Many: We look forward to him sitting at the Lord’s Table, sharing the costs and joys of 

discipleship, learning and growing in the Christian pilgrimage, and declaring his 
faith, in both word and deed, in God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. 

 One: Do you, Kristin and James, parents, and Keith and Samantha, godparents, assume your 
primary responsibility for fulfilling these expectations by growing with this child in the 
Christian faith, helping him to become a faithful member of the church of Jesus Christ, 
and by offering him the nurture and support of the Christian church? 

Parents/Godparents: With the help of God, we happily and genuinely accept this serious duty. 

One: And do you, the Plymouth congregation, pledge to work toward creating and 
maintaining a nurturing and challenging Christian environment for Aiden and all 
children? 

Many: We do, for he belongs to us now as well. 
One: Then, may God be with us all, to keep the promises made here today. 
Many:        God help us. Amen. 

THE PRAYER AND ACT OF BAPTISM 

CONGREGATIONAL WELCOME (unison) 

We rejoice in God’s empowering love, freely given to each and all. We welcome you, newly 
baptized, into the circle of love in Christ’s church. We promise to pray for you, to seek the 
depths of faith with you, to support you, and to love you. We covenant with you to love God 
with all our hearts, minds, souls, and strength, and our neighbors as ourselves. Amen. 

HYMN OF BAPTISM (seated)  Child of Blessing, Child of Promise No. 325 

 During the hymn, kids can head upstairs with Kim for Chapel Time. 

 THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

ANTHEM Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation Dale Wood 

SCRIPTURE Deuteronomy 34:1-9   

SERMON   

MOMENT FOR SILENT REFLECTION 

*HYMN  Come, We Who Love God’s Name No. 382 

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
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MUSICAL RESPONSE (unison) 
Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
And God’s righteousness 
And all these things shall be added unto you, 
Allelu, alleluia. 

 OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING   

Offertory Duet      The Lord Is My Strength Georg Frideric Handel 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below.  
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
One God, triune, whom we adore!   Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*CLOSING HYMN Now Is the Time Approaching No. 609 

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE Nun Danket Alle Gott Sigfrid Karg-Elert 

    

  Plymouth Runs On YOU  
  

 GREETERS:  Abby and Brendan Hind     LITURGIST:  Michelle Bell 
 USHERS:  Frank Leonard and Kailyn Wright  
 ACOLYTE:   Ray Carr 
  FLOWERS given in celebration of Liz McKinney’s birthday.  

 Have a wonderful day, Liz! 
  OFFERING COUNTERS:  Audrey Kane and Sarah Whitton  
  

 You can volunteer for many of these ministries via the Plymouth website www.plymouthsyr.org.   
 Go to the “Get Involved” page and click on the link above the choir photo. 
 

Hospitality Ministry – Please consider serving as a host for Community Time.  There is a sign-up 
chart in the bell tower entrance.  It’s easy and we’ll help you! 
  

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of whatever 
you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans for larger or 
multiple arrangements can always be made. 
 

Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  
Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  LARGE PRINT 
BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 
 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of the 
church.  Nursery care is offered at 10:00 am for infants. Sound is piped into Memorial Hall next door 
to the Sanctuary for those who would welcome a space apart. 
 

Worship Clipboards:  Worship clipboards with age-appropriate bulletins and coloring paper are 
available in the back of the Sanctuary for our elementary aged children as a support to their 

http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
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attendance in worship.  We hope you will find these clipboards a welcoming and supportive means of 
engaging your children during the worship service. 
 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the lots 
behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking here will allow 
those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in front of the church.  

 

 Some Things You Ought to Know  

TODAY following worship:   Community Time   (No Learning Community) 
 

We welcome Craig French, “Bridge Pastor,” who will guide us through Advent and beyond until an 
Interim Pastor is in place.  He can be reached at 315-474-4836, x27 and cfrench@plymouthsyr.org.   
 

Stewardship Campaign Update:  Through two weeks of our stewardship campaign for 2018, we 
received 75 pledges for $207,515. Pledges account for more than 80 percent of the church’s operating 
budget each year and make possible our ongoing ministries of justice and peace. You may mail your 
pledge card to the office or put it in the offering plate. Pledge cards are available in the Sanctuary; see 
George Bain. 
 

Advent Workshops are next Sunday!  Help support service project workshops by taking a tag (or as 
many as you want!) from the tree in the back of sanctuary, purchase the items written on the tag, and 
return them to the collection box in the sanctuary next week.  Then join us after worship that Sunday 
to put together personal care kits for the Food Pantry, Random Acts of Kindness Bags for the 
homeless and gift packages for refugees. If you want to contribute but cannot purchase the items, 
there is no need to take a tag - just make a monetary donation and write “Random Acts of Kindness” in 
the memo line. 
  
Advent Devotional Book Watch, the UCC’s 2017 book of daily Advent devotions, written by UCC 
authors including our own Quinn Caldwell, is available on the table in the back of the Sanctuary for a 
suggested price of $3 each (let us know if that price is prohibitive for you!) 
 

Deck the Halls and Sanctuary:  Ever wonder how the sanctuary gets transformed for the Christmas 
season? How do they get those wreaths up there? Join us on Friday December 1 at 1:00 and be part of 
the magic. We’ll hang wreaths, deck the balcony in lights and garlands, erect two cut trees and 
prepare the window ledges for poinsettias.  
Please call Doreen Todorov at 315-506-0110 or Susan Hawks at 315-475-4032 if you have any 
questions.  
The Plymouth Women are holding their monthly meeting on Monday, December 4 at Noon at the 
Onondaga Free Library, 4840 W Seneca Turnpike. All women are invited. Bring a lunch and a snack to 
share.  If you’d like to be added to the “call list” to receive directions or monthly confirmation, contact 
Peggy Kinner, Anne Frank or Tina Goodall. 
 

Capital Campaign Update 
We have commitments totaling $735,212. 

$713,234 has been paid on those commitments so far. 

We’re in the home stretch, team!  Keep it up! 

 

mailto:cfrench@plymouthsyr.org
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Holiday Concert for the Plymouth Community: Bones East, the trombone choir of Onondaga 
County, welcomes you to a special program of seasonal music right here at Plymouth Church on 
Sunday, December 10th at 1 pm. 
 

The Food Pantry is collecting DEODORANT during the month of December.  Please place your 
contributions in the box in the back of the worship area. 
 

The Grimm family invites the Plymouth Community to Bobbie Grimm’s memorial service on Saturday, 
December 2 at 11am in the sanctuary followed by a luncheon in Kirtland Hall. 
 
Home communion:  If you are unable to be in church on communion Sunday and want to receive 
communion, Keith Jakway will be happy to bring it to you – just give him a call at 315-382-0843.  Or 
email him at Krj1158@aol.com. 
 
47th Annual Plowshares Craftsfair and Peace Festival is on December 2-3 at 
Nottingham High School, 3100 E. Genesee St., Syracuse (Saturday 10-5; Sunday 11-50.) Plowshares is 
Central New York's premiere multicultural craftsfair, featuring over 120 local craftspeople and 
community organizations.  $2-5 sliding scale. Under 16 and over 65 FREE. 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH 
• Tues. Nov. 28 Church Council – 5:00pm –  Adult Education Room 
• Thurs. Nov. 30 Food Pantry – 10am – 12noon – Parlor 
   Bell Choir Rehearsal – 5:30pm – Bell Room 
   Choir Rehearsal – 7pm – Memorial Hall 
• Fri. Dec. 1 Sanctuary Decorating – 1pm  
• Sat. Dec. 2 Bobbie Grimm Memorial Service and Lunch – 11am 
   Advent Workshop setup – Memorial Hall 
• Sun. Dec. 3 Worship/Communion/Chapel Time – 10am 

   Advent Workshops – Memorial Hall – 11:15am 
    (No Learning Community) 

 Music Notes for November 26, 2017  
  

Today we celebrate Thanksgiving as well as the Reign of Christ.  Our prelude is a piece I wrote as an 
undergraduate student many years ago.  The familiar hymn tune is in the tenor voice with trumpet 
fanfares above. 
 
Dale Wood (1934-2003) was prominent composer of church music.  Our anthem is a setting of a 7th 
century hymn as translated by John Mason Neale (1818-1866): 
 

Christ is made the sure foundation; Christ the head and cornerstone. 
Chosen of the Lord, and precious, binding all the church in one. 
Holy Zion’s help forever, and her confidence alone. 
To this temple, where we call thee, come, O Lord of Hosts, today 
With thy wonted loving kindness, hear thy people as they pray, 
And thy fullest benediction shed within its walls alway. 
Laud and honor to the Father, laud and honor to the Son. 
Laud and honor to the Spirit, ever three, and ever one. 
One in might, and one in glory, while unending ages run. 
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Georg Frideric Handel (1785-1759) was, above all, an opera composer.  After falling in love with the 
form in Italy, he tried as best as he could to bring it to London, but his efforts only met with mixed 
results.  (In fact, the stereotype of the bored male forced to listen to opera in a foreign language 
probably stems from the English reaction to Handel’s efforts.)  During Lent, theatrical performances 
were not allowed as entertainments.  In an effort to keep his theatre producing revenue, Handel wrote 
Oratorios, which were essentially operas based on biblical stories (rather than Roman/Greek history) 
performed without staging or costumes.  Our offertory duet is taken from his very popular oratorio, 
Israel in Egypt. We express our appreciation to Kat Skafidas and Kyle Seniw, both students at Syracuse 
University’s Setnor School of Music, for their music: 
 

The Lord is my strength and my song. He is become my salvation. 
 
In a world where weird organists seem more the norm than the exception, Sigfrid Karg-Elert 1877-
1933) still stands out.  He once put a small chorus of women inside the swell box of the organ (behind 
the shutters) so that he could control their volume as he wished.  He was primarily known for his 
composition for piano, organ and harmonium (reed organ.)  Our postlude is based on the chorale 
“Now Thank We All Our God.” 

 About Plymouth  
 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 
abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; for 
immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy in a 

hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for God, 
and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 
 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all people and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, or 
religious background. 
 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest for 
peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the sacredness of all 
life and to honor and preserve creation. 
 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants without 
documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 
 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior.  We believe 
God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church and the ancient words of 
the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, and the best strivings 
of the human spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that life is too short for long-faced religion.  
Join us! 

 
 Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 
Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 
Mark Johnson, Sexton 

 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 
(315) 474-4836 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
 


