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 PEACE 
Advent is about peace. We long for peace in so many parts of our lives and in so many places 
around the globe. We live in a world of chaos and discord. The trademark of our time is violence. 
In a nation awash in guns, we continue to raise our children on myths of machismo. Our movie 
heroes are tough-talking, gun-wielding musclemen. Nowhere seems safe anymore—no small 
town, no suburb, no city. Civil dialogue has given way to abusive rhetoric.  

The state of our hearts and minds often mirrors the state of our world. We juggle hyperactive 
schedules, fragmented families, and hypertensive pressures. We worry about our children, we 
agonize over how to care for our parents, and no job seems secure. Stress is the name of our 
days. Once again, we long for peace.  
(Source: Life in Liturgy) 

 THE GATHERING 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

PRELUDE         Comfort Ye!   G. F. Handel 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Mary Cappelli 

One: Among the poor, among the proud, 
Many: Among the persecuted, among the privileged, 
One: Christ is coming. 
Many: He is coming to make all things new. 
 
One: In the private house, in the market place, 
Many: In the wedding feast, in the judgment hall, 
One: Christ is coming. 
Many: He is coming to make all things new. 
One: With a gentle touch, with an angry word, 
Many: With a clear conscience, with burning love, 
One: Christ is coming. 
Many: Christ is coming to make all things new. 
One: That the kingdom might come, that the world might believe, 
Many: that the powerful might stumble,  
 that the humble might be raised, 
One: Christ is coming. 
Many: He is coming to make all things new. 

*OPENING HYMN Now Bless the God of Israel No. 110 

WORDS OF WELCOME   Craig French 
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*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 THE GIFT OF PEACE 

LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF PEACE  David, Stacey, Abigail, and Emily Otte  

One:  We gather around the Advent wreath 
  to name abandoned hope, broken peace, 
 lost joy, and love unchosen 
 in our world and our time ... 
 and to claim that this candle symbolizes 
 a light more true, more powerful, more faithful 
 than all of these. 
 We re-light last week’s candle of hope. 
Many: We light the candle of peace 
 in spite of an opioid epidemic, 
 children strapped to explosives, 
 high-tech drones and weaponized cars. 
One: God’s peace shines through all the violence 
 and shows us the way-through-this. 
Many: Emmanuel, God-with-us,  
 when we leave this place,  
 light this hope and peace on the wick of our lives  
 so that we may shine a path for the world. Amen. 

THE CANDLE OF PEACE  (unison, tune: We Worship You, God) 

The candle of peace shines bright with God's plan; 
The wolf will lie down and dwell with the lamb. 
Our guns and our weapons, our hatred and war, 
Will give way to gardens that heal and restore. 

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney 

 THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

SCRIPTURE Psalm 85:1, 2, 8-13 



3 

ANTHEM And the Glory of the Lord G. F. Handel 

SCRIPTURE Mark 1:1-8  The Rev. Freeman Palmer 

SERMON “A Kiss to Build a Dream On”     

MOMENT FOR SILENT REFLECTION 

*HYMN  Isaiah the Prophet Has Written of Old No. 108 

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING   

OFFERTORY ANTHEM      He Shall Feed His Sheep/Come Unto Me G. F. Handel 

*DOXOLOGY  Hymn No. 128, verse 4 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*CLOSING HYMN Watcher, Tell Us of the Night No. 103     

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE Rejoice Greatly, O Daughter of Zion    G. F. Handel 

     
 

This morning we welcome Reverend Freeman Palmer to the pulpit.  Rev. Palmer is the Associate 
Conference Minister for Congregational Development in the NY Conference of the UCC and is 

working closely with our transition team as Plymouth moves forward into the future.  

 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
  

GREETERS:  Audrey and Michael Kane     LITURGIST:  Mary Cappelli 
USHERS:  George Bain and Bill Bucher  

ACOLYTE:   Hunter Carr 
FLOWERS in celebration of the life of Noni Bristol  

COMMUNITY TIME:  Gert Danzy 
OFFERING COUNTERS:  Sue Bogucz and Elaine Wolf  

  

You can volunteer for many of these ministries via the Plymouth website www.plymouthsyr.org.  Go to the 
“Get Involved” page and click on the link above the choir photo. 

 

Hospitality Ministry – Please consider serving as a host for Community Time.  There is a sign-
up chart in the bell tower entrance.  It’s easy and we’ll help you! 
  
Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of 
whatever you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans 
for larger or multiple arrangements can always be made. 

http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
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Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the 
sanctuary.  Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  
LARGE PRINT BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 
 
Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of 
the church.  Nursery care is offered at 10:00 am for infants. Sound is piped into Memorial Hall 
next door to the Sanctuary for those who would welcome a space apart. 
 
Worship Clipboards:  Worship clipboards with age-appropriate bulletins and coloring paper 
are available in the back of the Sanctuary for our elementary aged children as a support to their 
attendance in worship.  We hope you will find these clipboards a welcoming and supportive 
means of engaging your children during the worship service. 
 
There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in 
the lots behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking 
here will allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in 
front of the church. 

  

Advent and Christmas at Plymouth 
 

As the nights grow longer and the days grow colder,  

our celebrations become ever more powerful.   

And remember: this is the easiest time of year to get friends to come with 

you! 
  

December 10: Second Sunday of Advent 

Gingerbread house making for families and children following worship 

Las Posadas caroling event at 4pm 
  

December 17: Third Sunday of Advent  
Service of Lessons and Carols 

Advent Potluck Luncheon following worship 
  

Thursday, December 21: Soup Supper and Taize Service 
Supper at 6pm followed by a brief service ~ Prayer, silence, scripture  

  

December 24:  Fourth Sunday of Advent - Christmas Eve 
10:00am  Sunday morning service 

 with Unrehearsed Christmas Pageant for all ages,   

including choir music and prayer time. 
  

11:00pm Candlelight Service with Communion: tender, serene, and uplifting 
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 Music Notes for December 10, 2017  
  

All of our music today comes from Georg Frideric Handel’s (1685-1759) oratorio, Messiah. 
 
Born in Germany in the same year as J. S. Bach, the two greatest composers of the baroque period never 
met.  While Bach was pre-destined to be a musician, since virtually everyone in his family in the previous 
and succeeding generations earned their livings through music, Handel was trained to be a lawyer.  He 
cast aside that education and pursued a career as a Chapel Musician for the Elector of Hanover.  Taking a 
leave of absence, he went to Rome to study composition, and it was there he fell in love with opera.  He 
never returned to Hanover, which was quite a faux pas, since his contract was still in effect, and instead 
moved to London.  He was put in difficult position when, upon the death of the King, Handel’s former, 
scorned boss, The Elector of Hanover, became George I of England.  (George was fluent in German and 
French, with skills also in Latin, Dutch and Italian, but not English!) It is believed that Handel wrote the 
22 movements of The Water Music to assuage George I.  (It was premiered with the musicians on one 
barge, and George I and his party on another pleasure craft on the Thames River, hence the name.) 
 
Handel’s first love was Italian opera, and he tried to make his living from productions in England.  
Unfortunately, the English response was somewhat tepid, and there were often financial problems that 
plagued him (just like musical organizations today!)  In an effort to keep theatres producing revenue 
during Lent, when theatre was forbidden, Handel wrote and produced oratorios.  Compositionally, they 
were virtually the same as his operas, but the stories were drawn from biblical sources (rather than 
Greek/Roman history/mythology), and the productions were done without staging, or costumes.  Some 
of his successful oratorios are Esther, Deborah, Athalia and Saul. 
 
In 1742 Handel was in Dublin, giving a series of twelve concerts of mostly orchestral music.  He had been 
working on his newest oratorio, Messiah, (which was a little different in that, while the piece had a theme, 
there was no plot!) and he decided to premiere this work in a performance for three charities: Prisoner’s 
debt relief, Mercer’s Hospital and the Charitable Infirmary.  The demand for tickets was so high that 
gentlemen were asked to remove their swords, and women the hoops in their skirts to allow for the 
greatest number of listeners.  The work was an immediate success.  Over £ 400 was raised, securing the 
release of 142 indebted prisoners.  Upon his return to London, performances (less successful!) were 
planned and executed.  From there, the oratorio spread across Europe, and within a few decades new 
orchestrations were done by Johann Hiller and Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart featuring larger orchestras 
and choirs.  Although the first performances used limited numbers of musicians (16 singers, 2 oboes, 2 
bassoons, strings) eventually performances with choirs of hundreds and huge orchestras were common.  
Today, most performers try for performances using forces closer to the original. 

 
 About Plymouth  

 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 
abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; 

for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy 
in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking 

risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 
Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all people and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, 
or religious background. 
 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest 
for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the 
sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 



6 

 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 
 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior.  We 
believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church and the 
ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, 
and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that life is too 
short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 

 
 

Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 

(315) 474-4836 
plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 

 


