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God, I am never sure if they are ghosts 
or angel-messengers that visit. 
 

They could tap the calendar in any place – 
 

the Ghost of Valentines Past would be a hard visit, 
 

and the Ghost of Easter Yet to Come 
isn’t so much about bunnies and new clothes 
 

as piously naming those people who are already risen, 
 

with Christ, risen indeed, 
but I really wish were still with me. 
 

As for the Ghost 
of Ordinary Day Present -- 
it always reminds me 
how I waste the holy gift of time, 
avoid invitations to joy, 
name strangers -- not possible friends, 
but surplus population. 
 

Send them, O God, 
Ghost or Gabriel – to balance my heart 
with Memory, Reality and Hope. 

       Maren Tirabassi  

  THE GATHERING 
RINGING OF THE BELL  

PRELUDE “In dulci jubilo” BWV 751, J. S. Bach 

*OPENING HYMN As with Gladness Those of Old No. 159 
 Verses 1-3 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Barbara Genton 

One: We gather in the Light 
 that was before, is now, and ever will be. 
Many: We seek the Light’s ancient wisdom. 
One: We gather in the Light *All who are able, please rise 

 

https://giftsinopenhands.wordpress.com/author/marenchristy/
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 that is God’s continuing gift. 
Many: We live into the Light’s new wisdom. 
One: We gather in the Light 
 that is our own, emerging anew each day. 
Many: We seek to share this wisdom, 
 nurtured in the Light from Bethlehem.  

WORDS OF WELCOME  Craig French 

THE REFRESHMENT OF FORGIVENESS 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)   

Creative God,  
 You make all things new in heaven and on earth.  
We come to you in a new year 
 with new desires and old fears, 
 new decisions and old controversies, 
 new dreams and old weaknesses. 
Because you are the God of our faith, 
 we come into your presence with praise.  
Because you are a God of love, 
 we know that you wipe clean our mistakes of the past. 
Because you are a God of hope,  
 we know that you create the possibilities of the future. 
As we come to enter anew into covenant with you,  
 remove any reluctance or falsehood in us. 
May all that we say, all that we sing,  
 all that we think and all that we do, 
bring glory to you.   Amen. 

 *WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*SONG OF PRAISE (unison) 

 Go, tell it on the mountain 
 Over the hills and everywhere! 
 Go, tell it on the mountain 
 That Jesus Christ is born! 

  THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

ANTHEM “Spirit Truth, pure Light of Love” by Robert Powell 

Spirit Truth, pure Light of Love, Guiding Light of God above; 
Make Your beacon ours; 
Inspire us to shine so all may know the radiance of the Spirit’s own 
Revealing power. 
Spirit Wind, sweet Song of Love, Stirring Song of God above, 
Make Your music ours; 
Excite us to sing so all may know the anthem of the Spirit’s own 
Resounding power. 
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Spirit Fire, fierce Breath of Love, Blazing Breath of God above, 
Make Your passion ours; 
Impel us to live so all may know the fervor of the Spirit’s own 
Resplendent power.  

SCRIPTURE Matthew 2:1-3, 7, 9-10, 12-14, 16, 19-20 

COMMUNION MEDITATION 

*HYMN I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light   (insert) 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM        “The Grace Divine” Early American tune, Resignation 
   Arr. by William Roger Price 

Come, let us use the grace divine, and all with one accord, 
In a perpetual covenant join ourselves to Christ the Lord; 
Give up ourselves, through Jesus’ power, His Name to glorify; 
And promise, in this sacred hour, for God to live and die. 
The covenant we this moment make be ever kept in mind; 
We will no more our God forsake, or cast these words behind. 
We never will throw off the fear of God Who hears our vow; 
And if Thou art well pleased to hear, come down and meet us now. 
Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, let all our hearts receive, 
Present with Thy celestial host the peaceful answer give; 
To each covenant the blood apply which takes our sins away, 
And register our names on high and keep us to that day! 

(Text by Charles Wesley) 

*DOXOLOGY (unison)  Cranham 
 What can I bring him, poor as I am? 
 If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb. 
 If I were a wise one, I would do my part; 
 Yet what I can I give him—give him my heart. 

DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS, OUR TIME AND OURSELVES 

INVITATION TO RENEWAL 

One: Christ has many services to be done. 
  Some are easy, others are difficult.     
  Some bring honor, others bring reproach.    
  Some are suitable to our inclinations and interests,  
   others are contrary to both.   
  In some, we may please Christ and please ourselves.  
  In others, we cannot please Christ except by denying ourselves.   
  Yet the power to do all these things 
    is assuredly given us in Christ, who strengthens us.    
  Let us, therefore, turn to Christ, and pray: 

COVENANT PRAYER (unison) 

I am no longer my own but yours.   
Put me to what you will, rank me with whom you will.   
Put me to doing, put me to suffering.   
Let me be employed for you or laid aside for you, 
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  exalted for you or brought low for you.   
Let me be full, let me be empty.   
Let me have all things, let me have nothing.   
I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things  
 to your pleasure and disposal.   
And now, glorious and blessed God, 
you are mine and I am yours.  So be it. 
And the covenant now made on earth, 
let it be ratified in heaven.   Amen.  

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
RECEIVING GOD’S GIFTS 

*THE SHARING 

Our communion table is open to all.  Please come forward by the center aisle, take a piece of bread, 
dip it in the cup, and eat before returning to your seat via the side aisles.  The cups contain non-
alcoholic grape juice; an egg and gluten-free option is available instead of bread.  If you cannot 
come forward but would like to partake, simply raise your hand and servers will come to you. 

COMMUNION MUSIC           “Gracious Spirit, dwell with me” Adoro te devote, 
 Vocal Duet – Kat Skafidas, Kyle Seniw  arr. K. Lee Scott 
 

Gracious Spirit, dwell with me: I would gracious be; 
Help me now thy grace to see, I would be like thee; 
And with words that help and heal, Thy life would mine reveal; 
And with actions bold and meek, For Christ my Savior speak. 
 

Truthful Spirit, dwell with me:  I would truthful be; 
Help me now thy truth to see, I would be like thee; 
And with wisdom kind and clear Thy life in mine appear; 
And with actions lovingly, speak Christ's sincerity. 
 

Holy Spirit, dwell with me:  I would holy be; 
Show thy mercy tenderly, make me more like thee; 
Separate from sin I would, and cherish all things good, 
And whatever I can be Give him who gave me thee. 
 

Mighty Spirit, dwell with me, I would mighty be; 
Help me now thy pow'r to see, I would be like thee; 
'Gainst all weapons hell can wield, be thou my strength and shield; 
Let thy word my weapon be, Lord, thine the victory. 
Gracious Spirit, dwell with me, I would be like thee! 

COVENANT COMMUNITY WITNESS  Carole Brzozowski 

*CLOSING HYMN     All Beautiful the March of Days No. 434 

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE “Fantasia on ‘In dulci jubilo’” BWV 729, J. S. Bach
  

 Plymouth Runs On YOU  

This morning we welcome the music leadership of Alice Dickerson Hatt 
 while Joe Downing is away. 



  

 

Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor 
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 
(315) 474-4836 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
 

LITURGIST:  Barbara Genton 
USHERS:  Cindy Perrine and Keith Jakway    
ACOLYTE:  Abigail Mannion 

COMMUNION SERVERS:   Funmi Afelumo, George 
Bain,  Scott Kraemer, Frank Leonard 

OFFERING COUNTERS:  Sarah Whitton and Elaine 
Wolf 

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of whatever 
you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans for larger or 
multiple arrangements can always be made. 

Accessibility: Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  Please 
contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  LARGE PRINT BULLETINS ARE 
IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of the 
church.  Nursery care is offered at 10:00 am for infants. Sound is piped into Memorial Hall next door to 
the Sanctuary for those who would welcome a space apart 

Worship Clipboards:  Worship clipboards with age-appropriate bulletins and coloring paper are 
available in the back of the Sanctuary for our elementary aged children as a support to their attendance 
in worship.  We hope you will find these clipboards a welcoming and supportive means of engaging your 
children during the worship service. 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the lots 
behind the Catholic diocese building and across East Onondaga Street.  For those able to walk a short 
distance, parking here will allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots 
directly in front of the church. 

 About Plymouth  

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian abolitionist 
bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; for immigrants’, 

natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy in a hurting world.  We 
believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for God, and the Way of Jesus 

Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all people and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, 
or religious background. 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest 
for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the 
sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior.  We 
believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church and the 
ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, 
and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that life is too 
short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 

 
 


