
* Please rise if you are able 

 

Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 
 
 

 February 25, 2018 
 Service of the Word  
 Second Sunday in Lent 
 10:00 am 

 
THE GATHERING 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

PRELUDE I Cry to Thee, Lord Jesus Christ J. S. Bach 

*OPENING HYMN Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise No. 1 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   Charlottee Vallejo 

 One: Something drew us together this morning. 
 All: Something we can’t name,  
  but which we experience in worship. 
 One: Some holy mystery we call God. 
 All: Some sacred calling we hear in the life of Jesus. 
 One: Some indescribable hope we feel, 
  when the Spirit moves in us. 
 All: May our experience of the Divine 
  transform our doubts and fears 
  and prepare us to love and serve the world around us. 

WORDS OF WELCOME  Craig French 

 THE REFRESHMENT OF FORGIVENESS 

UNISON PRAYER 

  Almighty God, you are beyond words and description. 
  Your love is beyond comprehension and explanation. 
  Step out of the pages of Scripture and meet us today. 
  Change us into reflections of your radiance and glory. 
  Make our hearts and minds ready to welcome you. 
  Make our eyes ready to see you 
   and our ears ready to listen to you. 
  Grant us a shining and shimmering vision of Jesus. 
  Then let that vision live in the secret places of our heart, 
   stirring us to follow and serve him 
   in our daily living. 

SILENT PRAYER 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 
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*PRAISE SONG (unison – Verses 1, 3, & 5)  

  
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  THE GIFT OF THE WORD 
STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney 

ANTHEM Christ Upon the Mountain Peak Peter Cutts 

SCRIPTURE Mark 9:2-9 New Living Translation 

SERMON 

*HYMN We Have Come at Christ’s Own Bidding No. 182 

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

THE PASTORAL PRAYER  

THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR (unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen. 

      OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM And As They Came Down Alan Hovhaness 

 
  



3 

*DOXOLOGY (unison)  Old Hundredth 
Praise God, throughout these forty days. 

Praise Christ, the One, whom God did raise. 
And praise the Spirit who imparts 

God’s love in Christ into our hearts.  Amen. 

*DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS 

*CLOSING HYMN Resurrection Light  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*BENEDICTION 

 POSTLUDE Ode to Joy Ludwig van Beethoven 
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 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

  GREETER:  Lisa Neerukonda    LITURGIST:  Charlottee Vallejo 
USHERS:  Keith Giglio and Frank Leonard   ACOLYTE:  Elias Mannion 

FLOWERS given by the Hawks family in celebration 
 of Susan Hawks’ birthday 

OFFERING COUNTERS:  Sarah Whitton and Elaine Wolf 

You can volunteer for many of these ministries via the Plymouth website www.plymouthsyr.org.  Go to the 
“Get Involved” page and click on the link above the choir photo. 

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of 
whatever you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans 
for larger or multiple arrangements can always be made. 

Accessibility: Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the 
sanctuary.  Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  
LARGE PRINT BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of 
the church.  Nursery care is offered at 10:00 am for infants. Sound is piped into Memorial Hall 
next door to the Sanctuary for those who would welcome a space apart. 

Worship Clipboards:  Worship clipboards with age-appropriate bulletins and coloring paper 
are available in the back of the Sanctuary for our elementary aged children as a support to their 
attendance in worship.  We hope you will find these clipboards a welcoming and supportive 
means of engaging your children during the worship service. 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in 
the lots behind the Catholic diocese building and across East Onondaga Street.  For those able to 
walk a short distance, parking here will allow those with mobility impairments or small children 
to use the spots directly in front of the church. 

 Some Things You Ought to Know  
 

 

TODAY following worship:   Don’t forget to get your passport stamp from a Passport Agent! 

• Learning Community 

• Lenten Study – 11:15 - Memorial Hall 
• Plymouth ROCKS planning – 12:00noon - Parlor 

The 2018 UCC Lent Devotional Book Lovers and Fools, written by UCC authors, is available on 
the table in the back of the Sanctuary for a suggested price of $4 each (let us know if that price is 
prohibitive for you!) 

Plymouth ROCKS:   At noon today there is a Plymouth ROCKS planning meeting in the Parlor.  
Bring your ideas for spring service projects! 

AND on Wednesday, March 7, from 6 to 7:30 p.m., we have a family-friendly opportunity to 
sort and pack diapers at the CNY Diaper Bank at their NEW location at Shoppingtown Mall. This 

Capital Campaign Update 

We have commitments totaling $734,287. 

$728,992 has been paid on those commitments so far. 

The finish line is in sight!  Keep it up! 

 

http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
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is an event for ages 6 and up, but the Diaper Bank also has a small play area suitable for toddlers 
and little ones. Contact Lisa Neerukonda for more details at (Lisa.Kelly115@gmail.com or 781-
572-1208).  

Plymouth Women are meeting on Monday, March 5 at noon at Onondaga Free Library.  All 
women are welcome – bring a lunch and a snack to share. 

Plymouth’s Food Pantry seeks new volunteers, including someone to serve as coordinator. 
Longtime volunteers Leslie Lawrence and Tina Goodall will retire in April. New volunteers are 
needed so the Food Pantry can continue its operation. The Food Pantry serves clients on 
Thursday mornings. For more information, contact Leslie Lawrence or George Bain, the chair of 
the Board of Deacons. 

The Food Pantry is collecting TOOTHBRUSHES during the month of February.  Please place your 
contributions in the box in the back of the worship area. 

Coming to Plymouth Congregational Church, Sunday March 4, 3:00 PM: 

Syracuse Vocal Ensemble presents Nature Beckons with guest conductor, Ryan Endris, 
performing Britten’s Five Flower Songs and the Choral Dances from Glorianna, Stanford’s The 
Blue Bird and Morley’s beloved English Madrigals and featuring Argento’s Walden Pond with 
harp and cellos. 

Tickets: Adults $20, Students 12 and over $5, Under 12 free 
Tickets and Information 315-450-7887, www.SyracuseVocalEnsemble.org 

Additional performance Saturday March 3, 7:30 PM, OCC Recital Hall, AcademicII/Performing 
Arts Center, 4585 W. Seneca Tpke., Syracuse 13215 

I-81& the Common Good:  A free forum about dismantling racism in the I-81 replacement 
process is being presented at May Memorial Unitarian Universalist Society of Syracuse on 
Sunday, March 4, 4-6pm.  Get information and let your voice be heard.  More info on the 
bulletin board. 

 Martin Luther King Jr. Assassination Commemoration April 4, DC: The New York 
Conference is contracting a bus from Syracuse (and one from Queens) to attend the MLK, Jr. 
event in Washington, DC on April 4.   The bus leaves on the 3rd and returns the night of the 
4th.  The Conference secured great rates:  bus-$80/person and block rate at hotel-
$139/single.   UCCNY hopes to fill two buses and be a witness together - 
http://www.rally2endracism.org/.   More info to follow. 

 

Call for Volunteers:  Upstate University Hospital is looking for committed adults to join its 
ranks at both locations (Downtown & Community).  Opportunities include: Visiting & Chatting 
with patients, Transporting/Escorting patients & visitors throughout the hospital, 
Emergency/Recovery Room Aides.   Visit www.upstate.edu/volunteers or call: (315) 492-5571 
to learn more. 

 THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH 

• Thurs.  March 1 Bell Choir Rehearsal– 5:30pm – Bell Room 
   Choir Rehearsal – 7:00pm – Memorial Hall 
• Sun.  March 4 Worship, Communion, and Chapel Time–10am 
   Learning Community – 11am 
   Lenten Study – 11:15am – Memorial Hall 

mailto:Lisa.Kelly115@gmail.com
tel:(781)%20572-1208
tel:(781)%20572-1208
http://www.syracusevocalensemble.org/
http://www.rally2endracism.org/
http://www.upstate.edu/volunteers
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 Music Notes for February 25, 2018  
 

In Lent, our thoughts turn to more serious, somber music.  Our prelude is taken from Johann 
Sebastian Bach’s (1685-1750) Little Organ Book (the Orgelbuchlein) which is a collection of chorale 
preludes built on hymn tunes that would have been familiar to the congregation.  Although he 
originally planned to write enough for a three year cycle of services, he lost interest in the project 
after writing 45, due to the apathy of the church council for his music. 
 

Peter Cutts (b. 1937) was born in England, but moved to Massachusetts in 1989 to assume a variety 
of organist/music director positions.  He returned to England in retirement in 2005.  Our anthem 
uses one of the more than 150 hymn tunes he has published, and is a setting of a text by fellow 
Englishman, Brian Wren (b. 1936).  This hymn is one example of the “hymn explosion” that occurred 
in the 60s, 70s and 80s where hundreds of fresh, new texts were set to new music. Because it is Lent, 
the choir will not sing the Alleluia that follows each verse, leaving the organ alone to sound the 
music: 

Christ upon the mountain peak stand alone in glory blazing: 
Let us, if we dare to speak, with the saints and angels praise him. 
Trembling at his feet we saw Moses and Elijah speaking. 
All the prophets and the Law shout through them their joyful greeting. 
Swift the cloud of glory came, God proclaiming in its thunder 
Jesus as his Son by name! Nations cry aloud in wonder! 
This is God’s beloved Son! Law and prophets fade before him; 
First and last and only One, let creation now adore him. 

 

Alan Hovhaness (1911-2000) was born in Massachusetts, but held tight to his father’s Armenian 
heritage.  He was one of the most prolific composers of the twentieth century, with over 500 
published works (and these do not include the 500-1000 early works he burned over a period of 
weeks in the 1930s!) Our offertory anthem combines the Armenian style of music, which often 
features melodies over sustained drones, and 16th century counterpoint (in the parts which the full 
choir sings.) 

And when they came down from the mountain, he charged them that they should tell no one 
what things they had seen ‘till the Son of man were risen from the dead. 
Resurrection is the merging of my night into his dawn. 
Resurrection is dawning upon the mountain top, looking into the promised land of God. 
Kyrie.  (The original word here is “Alleluia.”) 

 

Our postlude is a couple of variations on our closing hymn from the original last movement of 
Beethoven’s (1770-1827) ninth symphony. 
 

 About Plymouth  
 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 
abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; 

for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy 
in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking 

risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 
Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all people and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, 
or religious background. 
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We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest 
for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the 
sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 
 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 
 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior.  We 
believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church and the 
ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, 
and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that life is too 
short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 

 
 

 Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor 
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 
(315) 474-4836 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
 


