
* Please rise if you are able 

 

Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

 

 

 March 4, 2018 
 Service of Word and Sacrament           
 Third Sunday in Lent 
 10:00 am 

 
 THE GATHERING 
RINGING OF THE BELL  

PRELUDE  Bones East 

*OPENING HYMN           Tell Me the Stories of Jesus (verses 1-3) Insert (pg. 9) 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (by Robert Ingram, adapted) Jim Watts 

 One: Be careful! Watch out! 
 All: You might get a reputation coming to church here. 

 One: If you haven’t noticed,  
  Jesus is known for keeping sketchy company. 
 All: Jesus was always eating and drinking  
  with tax collectors and sinners. 

 One: Jesus even called Levi, one of Rome’s tax collectors, 
  and ranked him among the twelve disciples. 
 All: You really don’t expect to find this church  
  full of saints, do you? 

 One: Look around: Every member of this church 
  is an avowed sinner. So be careful! 
  Jesus came to call not the righteous, but sinners. 
 All: Jesus, we have heard you call us to this place today. 
  We fit in here, with the rest of the sinners. 
  We have come, 
  so that you can set us back on the path you show us. 

WORDS OF WELCOME  Craig French 

 THE REFRESHMENT OF FORGIVENESS 

UNISON PRAYER (by Thom Shuman, adapted) 

 All: Bless to us, O God— 
   You whose fingerprints are upon each soul— 
  the tenderness and wildness and expansiveness  
   of your heart, 
  made known in everyone who does your will, 
  wherever they are found 
  and by whatever name they call themselves. 
  Bless to us, Christ of Peace, 
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 the path which people walk, seeking to follow you: 
     worn smooth by the feet of pilgrims, 
     yet still rocky in places; 
     the destination unknown to many, 
      yet the way to life and hope. 

 Bless to us, Spirit who makes us one, 
 the companions you give to us: 
      mentors and mischief-makers, 
      curmudgeons and gigglers, 
      builders and believers, 
      brothers, sisters, aunts and uncles, 
      neighbors and strangers. 

SILENT PRAYER 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*PRAISE SONG (unison – Verses 1, 3, & 5)  

  
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

ANTHEM But the Lord is mindful of his own; he remembers his children. Felix Mendelssohn 
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SCRIPTURE Mark 9:33-41   (Capernaum) The Inclusive Bible 

COMMUNION MEDITATION 

*HYMN There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy No. 23  

THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

THE PASTORAL PRAYER  

THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR (unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory forever. Amen. 

There are several beloved versions of this prayer.  In an effort to pray in unison 
while respecting the different versions that many of us have prayed since 

childhood, we will cycle through the different versions over the course of a 
year.  We will pray using “trespasses” through the first part of 2018. 

 OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

Today we receive a special offering for Plymouth’s Good Samaritan Fund.  
This fund is used for direct ministries of mercy and benevolence with 

Plymouth members and our neighbors.  To contribute, please make out a 
check to Plymouth Congregational Church with the words “Good Samaritan 

Fund” in the memo line. 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Canzon Duodecimi Toni Giovanni Gabrielli 

*DOXOLOGY (unison)  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, throughout these forty days. 
Praise Christ, the One, whom God did raise. 

And praise the Spirit who imparts 
God’s love in Christ into our hearts.  Amen. 

 THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 

REMEMBERING TOGETHER 

THE BLESSING OF BREAD AND CUP 

THE SHARING OF BREAD AND CUP  

Our communion table is open to all.  Please come forward by the center aisle, take a 
piece of bread, dip it in the cup, and eat before returning to your seat via the side aisles.  
The cups contain non-alcoholic grape juice; an egg and gluten-free option is available 
instead of bread.  If you cannot come forward but would like to partake, simply raise 

your hand and servers will come to you. 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

*CLOSING HYMN Sent Forth by God’s Blessing No. 76 
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*BENEDICTION  

 POSTLUDE Canzon Septimi Toni Giovanni Gabrielli
  

   

Daylight Savings Time! 

Don’t forget to Spring forward before going to bed on Saturday 
the 10th! 

Daylight Savings Time begins on March 11th. 
(This is the one where you miss church if you get it wrong!) 

  

HOLY WEEK AT PLYMOUTH 

Palm Sunday, March 25      

10am Worship 

Las Alfombras 

“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!” are among the first words we 

will hear as we enter into Jerusalem with Jesus for the final days before his crucifixion. The 

children and choir will process with palm branches in his honor.  During the service the children 

will create a carpet of flowers (Las Alfombras) outside the church for the congregation’s 

procession out into the world after worship – for this you’ll want your real walking shoes! 

Admire the creativity of the children and join in on a pilgrimage around downtown to see where 

Jesus’ journey takes us in Syracuse.  

Maundy Thursday, March 29      

6:30pm Worship  

 With a special activity for children and youth. Nursery care provided 

  

As the shadows lengthen and betrayal overshadows all, we gather around dinner tables to 

remember the Last Supper and hold each other tight as we wait for the coming of the light. 

Good Friday , March 30      

Midday service at noon 

  

Worship service at 6:30pm  

With a special activity for children and youth. Nursery care provided. 

  

We gather to remember and mourn the death of Jesus.  We commit to not despair. 

Easter Sunday, April 1      

10am Worship for all ages   

with brass, organ, timpani, and voice 

PrayGround 

  Christ is Risen! He is Risen, indeed! 
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 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

  GREETERS:  Plymouth Youth    LITURGIST:  Jim Watts   
USHERS:  Barbara Genton and Cindy Perrine   ACOLYTE:  Ray Carr 

FLOWERS given by the Woolverton family in loving memory 
 of Ross Woolverton 

COMMUNION SERVERS:  George Bain, Juliet Giglio, 
 Nancy Johnson, Kailyn Wright  

COMMUNITY TIME:  Jim and Nancy Black 
OFFERING COUNTERS:  Audrey Kane and Sarah Whitton  

 

You can volunteer for many of these ministries via the Plymouth website www.plymouthsyr.org.  Go to the 
“Get Involved” page and click on the link above the choir photo. 

 

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of 
whatever you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans for 
larger or multiple arrangements can always be made. 
 
Accessibility: Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  
Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  LARGE PRINT 
BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 

 
Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of the 
church.  Nursery care is offered at 10:00 am for infants. Sound is piped into Memorial Hall next door 
to the Sanctuary for those who would welcome a space apart. 
 
Worship Clipboards:  Worship clipboards with age-appropriate bulletins and coloring paper are 
available in the back of the Sanctuary for our elementary aged children as a support to their 
attendance in worship.  We hope you will find these clipboards a welcoming and supportive means 
of engaging your children during the worship service. 
 
There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the 
lots behind the Catholic diocese building and across East Onondaga Street.  For those able to walk a 
short distance, parking here will allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use the 
spots directly in front of the church. 

 
 Some Things You Ought to Know  

 

 

TODAY following worship:   Don’t forget to get your passport stamp from a Passport Agent! 
• Learning Community 

• Lenten Study – 11:15 - Memorial Hall 

The 2018 UCC Lent Devotional Book Lovers and Fools, written by UCC authors, is available on 
the table in the back of the Sanctuary for a suggested price of $4 each (let us know if that price is 
prohibitive for you!) 

Capital Campaign Update 

We have commitments totaling $734,287. 

$729,142 has been paid on those commitments so far. 

The finish line is in sight!  Keep it up! 

 

http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
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Plymouth ROCKS:   THIS Wednesday, March 7, from 6 to 7:30 p.m., we have a family-friendly 
opportunity to sort and pack diapers at the CNY Diaper Bank at their NEW location at 
Shoppingtown Mall. This is an event for ages 6 and up, but the Diaper Bank also has a small play 
area suitable for toddlers and little ones. Contact Lisa Neerukonda for more details at 
(Lisa.Kelly115@gmail.com or 781-572-1208).  
 
Plymouth Women are meeting TOMORROW at noon at Onondaga Free Library.  All women are 
welcome – bring a lunch and a snack to share. 
 
Family Bowling – Saturday, March 10th, 12-2PM:  All families with young children and youth 
are invited to Flamingo Bowl (7239 Oswego Rd., Liverpool, 13090)  on Saturday, March 10th, 
12-2PM. Cost is $5 per person plus any food you wish to purchase at the bowling alley (If cost 
is an issue, please talk to Kim Looney.). Fun fact: Flamingo Bowl can program the bumpers to 
come up when it’s your turn, so there’s no excuse to not bowl! RSVP to Kim Looney by 
Wednesday, March 7th so we can be sure to have enough lanes.  
 
One Great Hour of Sharing special offering will be collected on Sundays, March 11 and March 
18.  This offering (referred to as OGHS) is one of five “special” offerings we take on behalf of the 
UCC denomination.  Your contribution involves you in disaster, refugee, immigration and 
development ministries throughout the world. 
 Plymouth’s Food Pantry seeks new volunteers, including someone to serve as coordinator. 
Longtime volunteers Leslie Lawrence and Tina Goodall will retire in April. New volunteers are 
needed so the Food Pantry can continue its operation. The Food Pantry serves clients on 
Thursday mornings. For more information, contact Leslie Lawrence or George Bain, the chair of 
the Board of Deacons. 
 

The Food Pantry is collecting TOOTHPASTE during the month of March.  Please place your 
contributions in the box in the back of the worship area. 
 
This afternoon at 3pm right here at Plymouth, the Syracuse Vocal Ensemble presents Nature 
Beckons with guest conductor, Ryan Endris, performing Britten’s Five Flower Songs and the 
Choral Dances from Glorianna, Stanford’s The Blue Bird and Morley’s beloved English Madrigals 
and featuring Argento’s Walden Pond with harp and cellos. Tickets: Adults $20, Students 12 and 
over $5, Under 12 free 
 
Martin Luther King Jr. Assassination Commemoration April 4, DC: The New York 
Conference is contracting a bus from Syracuse to attend the MLK, Jr. event in Washington, DC on 
April 4.   The bus leaves on the 3rd and returns the night of the 4th.  The Conference secured 
great rates:  bus-$77.85/person and block rate at the Holiday Inn Reagan National 
Airport/Crystal City at a reduced rate of $139 +tax ($157.42 total).  

• Room reservations: call 1-888-294-5059 to make your reservation. You must identify 
yourself as being with the New York Conference, UCC.  THE HOTEL RATE EXPIRES 
TODAY SO MAKE YOUR RESERVATION TODAY!  

• Bus: Register to join the NY Conference on the bus ride to DC with this link: 
  https://arena.nyucc.org/default.aspx?portal=4&page=3352&occurrenceId=168&profile

Id=467 

 

  

  

mailto:Lisa.Kelly115@gmail.com
tel:(781)%20572-1208
https://arena.nyucc.org/default.aspx?portal=4&page=3352&occurrenceId=168&profileId=467
https://arena.nyucc.org/default.aspx?portal=4&page=3352&occurrenceId=168&profileId=467
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THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Mon. March 5  Plymouth Women – 12noon – Onondaga Free Library 
• Wed. March 7  Plymouth ROCKS – 6:00pm – CNY Diaper Bank  
• Thurs.  March 8 Food Pantry – 10am – 12noon - Parlor 
   Bell Choir Rehearsal– 5:30pm – Sanctuary 
   Choir Rehearsal – 7:00pm – Memorial Hall 
• Sat. March 10  Family Bowling – 12noon – Flamingo Bowl 
• Sun.  March 11 Worship and Chapel Time–10am 
   Learning Community – 11am 
   Lenten Study – 11:15am – Memorial Hall 

 Music Notes for March 4, 2018  
 

St. Mark’s in Venice was a leader in church music in the sixteenth century.  Beginning with Claudio 
Monteverdi (1567-1643),who wrote the first great operas, many of the great composers of Europe 
studied there, or were the music directors, including Heinrich Schutz (1585-1672), Andreas Gabrielli 
(1533-1585) and his nephew, Giovanni Gabrielli (c.1554-1612.)  One of the unusual features of St. 
Mark’s was the presence of galleries on all sides of the church – and in places on two levels.  
Although the exact placement of the galleries has changed since the Renaissance, these galleries are 
still used today.  Giovanni Gabrielli took full advantage of the galleries by writing poly-choral music – 
music for more than one choir, with the choirs placed in different places.  This was essentially, the 
first “stereophonic” music.  Today we welcome members of Bones East, the trombone choir of 
Central New York, and also members of the Trombone Ensemble from Syracuse University’s Setnor 
School of Music who play two of Gabrielli’s Canzona for multiple choirs.   
 
Why trombones in church!? 
Martin Luther made an error when he translated the Vulgate into German.  The Latin word tuba 
means trumpet, but he accidentally translated it as the German posaune, or, in English, trombone.  
Ever since that time, Germanic countries have thought of the trombone as the liturgical instrument.  
Today, if you want someone to think about church or religion, you play organ music.  For centuries 
in Germanic countries, the instrument that signaled religion and church was the trombone.  (For 
example, in Mozart’s Magic Flute, when the heroes undergo a religious test, the accompanying music 
is trombones to signify religion, timpani to signify a ceremony, and, of course, the solo “magic” flute 
of the opera.)  Even today you can see trombones in the stained glass windows of churches from 
German-speaking areas, including the Moravians of Pennsylvania and North Carolina!  The choirs at 
St. Mark’s were reinforced with trombones doubling the vocal lines.  The trombones of the 
Renaissance were gentle instruments with a smaller bore and smaller bells than today’s 
instruments, and they blended easily with voices. 
 
Our anthem is from the oratorio, St.Paul, by Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847.)  Although his 
grandfather, Moses Mendelssohn, was a famous Jewish theologian, Felix’s father moved away from 
from religion and Felix embraced Christianity, writing such works as the oratorio St. Paul, and the 
Reformation Symphony (based on Luther’s hymn A Mighty Fortress) as well as numerous other 
smaller works.  However, none of this was enough to make him palatable to the Nazis, and the statue 
of Felix that stood outside St. Thomas church in Leipzig was removed and destroyed by them in 
1936 – two years to the day before Kristalnacht.  It was finally replaced in 2008.  In Dusseldorf, there 
are plans to replace the statue there that was also destroyed in 1936. 
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 About Plymouth  
 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 
abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; 

for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy 
in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking 

risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 
Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all people and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, 
or religious background. 
 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest 
for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the 
sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 
 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 
 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior.  We 
believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church and the 
ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, 
and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that life is too 
short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 

 
 

 Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor 
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 
(315) 474-4836 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
 



 




