
* Please rise if you are able 

 

Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

 

 

 March 25, 2018 
 Service of the Word  
 Sixth Sunday in Lent - Palm Sunday 
 10:00 am 

 
 THE GATHERING 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

PRELUDE The Palms Jean-Baptiste Faure  

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN       Hosanna, Loud Hosanna – verses 1 and 2 No. 213 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (from Imaging the WORD, adapted) Caroline Cargo and 
   Bernie Peterson 
 One:   Who is this riding among us? 
 All: Jesus, the Prophet of Nazareth. 
  Blessed is he who comes in the name of God. 

 One: Who is this riding the animal of peace? 
 All: Jesus, the Prophet of Nazareth. 
  Blessed be the freedom he brings. 

 One: Who is this carrying the palm of peace? 
 All: Jesus, the Prophet of Nazareth. 
  Blessed be our Messiah, the Prince of Peace. 

  One: Who is this that frees the oppressed? 
 All: Jesus, the Prophet of Nazareth. 
  Blessed is he who releases all captives. 

 One: Who is this that shatters the weapons of destruction 
  and makes wars to cease in all the world? 
 All: Jesus, the Prophet of Nazareth. 
  Blessed is he who restores the Paradise of Eden. 
  Hosanna! May his Way be victorious, today and always. 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN             Hosanna, Loud Hosanna – verse 3 No. 213 

WORDS OF WELCOME  Craig French 
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 THE REFRESHMENT OF FORGIVENESS 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (by Bruce Prewer, adapted) 

 One: If our songs of praise are a habit 
   that has lost the enthusiasm of its first love: 
 All: Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. 
 One: If our songs of praise are hampered 
  by a multitude of small doubts and fears: 
 All: Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. 
 One: If our songs of praise have become hollow shells 
  of a faith that has withered: 
 All: Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. 
 God of stringent light and relentless mercy,  
 reveal to us the condition of our true selves.  
 Expose the ugliness we have ignored. 
 Affirm the beauty that has not been surrendered. 
 Forgive the sins for which we have made lame excuses.   
 Strengthen the faith which, though imperfect,  
 has not surrendered to the world’s pessimism. 

Encourage us to bear the pain of complete self-honesty,  
and to embrace the joy of forgiveness,    
which comes to us through the grace of Jesus the Savior.          
Then let us live boldly to the praise of your Holy Name. 

SILENT PRAYER 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  

 One: Sisters and brothers in the faith,  

the sufferings and death of the true Son of God  
are indeed the ultimate condemnation of evil;  
but they are also the ultimate witness  
to the salvation of the world.  
Through Christ, we are a people  
who have nothing to fear and everything to hope for. 

 All: Hosanna! Blessed is the One  

who comes in the name of the Lord. 
             Hosanna in the highest! 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 
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*PRAISE SONG (unison – Verses 1, 3, & Verse 4)  

  
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney  

ANTHEM Lift Up Your Heads  William Mathias 

SCRIPTURE Luke 19:29-42, 45-46 (Jerusalem) The Inclusive Bible 

SERMON 

*HYMN All Glory, Laud, and Honor No. 216 

THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

THE PASTORAL PRAYER  

THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR (unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen. 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM The King’s Welcome Alfred Whitehead 

  



4 

*DOXOLOGY (unison)  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, throughout these forty days. 
Praise Christ, the One, whom God did raise. 

And praise the Spirit who imparts 
God’s love in Christ into our hearts.  Amen. 

*DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS 

*CLOSING HYMN He Will Walk The Iona Community 

The closing “hymn” is a combination of spoken poetry (read by the liturgists) and the sung 
response printed below (interspersed between the poem’s verses).  The congregation will join the 

choir in singing the response after each spoken verse. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contributors: Iona Community; Text: © 1995, GIA/Iona Community / WGRG 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under One License #A-713031. 

*BENEDICTION  

 One: We have come to the end of our service,  
   but not to the end of the story— 
  neither of the ups and downs of this week  
   made Holy by Jesus, 
  nor of the ups and downs of our lives. 
 All: (Sing verse 1 of #472, “Precious Lord”) 
 One: When all else fails ... 
  when we, like the disciples,  
   lack the strength or courage to go on ... 
  or when we, like Peter, waffle under pressure,  
   abandoning what we claim to hold dear ... 
  May Jesus be a steadying and reassuring presence for us, 
   leading us safely and surely Home. 
 All: (Sing verse 2) 
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Following the Benediction, all are invited to grab a quick snack from the back of the 
Sanctuary as we step outside to delight in the flower artwork (Las Alfombras) that 
our children have worked so hard to create. Together then we will embark on our 

Palm Sunday Pilgrimage using the insert in your bulletin as a guide. 
 It will last approximately 30 minutes.  

We will reconvene in Memorial Hall for pastries and hot drinks. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

LITURGISTS:  Caroline Cargo and Bernie Peterson 
USHERS:  Frank Leonard and Kailyn Wright   

 ACOLYTE:  Abigail Mannion 
COMMUNITY TIME:  Christian Formation Board 

FLOWERS given in celebration of Jesus' triumphant arrival into Jerusalem.  
OFFERING COUNTERS:  Sue Bogucz and Sarah Whitton  

 

You can volunteer for many of these ministries via the Plymouth website www.plymouthsyr.org.  Go 
to the “Get Involved” page and click on the link above the choir photo. 

   

HOLY WEEK AT PLYMOUTH 
   

Maundy Thursday , March 29        

6:30pm Worship  

Intergenerational Service.  Nursery care provided 
  

As the shadows lengthen and betrayal overshadows all, we gather around dinner tables to 

remember the Last Supper and hold each other tight as we wait for the coming of the light. 

  

Good Friday , March 30        

Midday service at noon 
  

Worship service at 6:30pm  

Intergenerational Service.  Nursery care provided 

We gather to remember and mourn the death of Jesus.  We commit to not despair. 

   

Easter Sunday, April 1       

10am Worship for all ages   

with brass, organ, timpani, and voice 

PrayGround 

  Christ is Risen! He is Risen, indeed! 

http://www.plymouthsyr.org/


6 

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of 
whatever you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans 
for larger or multiple arrangements can always be made. 

 

Accessibility: Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the 
sanctuary.  Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  
LARGE PRINT BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 

 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of 
the church.  Nursery care is offered at 10:00 am for infants. Sound is piped into Memorial Hall 
next door to the Sanctuary for those who would welcome a space apart. 
 

Worship Clipboards:  Worship clipboards with age-appropriate bulletins and coloring paper 
are available in the back of the Sanctuary for our elementary aged children as a support to their 
attendance in worship.  We hope you will find these clipboards a welcoming and supportive 
means of engaging your children during the worship service. 
 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in 
the lots behind the Catholic diocese building and across East Onondaga Street.  For those able to 
walk a short distance, parking here will allow those with mobility impairments or small children 
to use the spots directly in front of the church. 

 Some Things You Ought to Know  
 

 

TODAY following worship:   Don’t forget to get your passport stamp from a Passport Agent! 
• Viewing of Las Alfombras and Pilgrimage through Downtown Syracuse 

• Community Time - Memorial Hall 

AND volunteers are needed to help move pews and set the Sanctuary up for the 
Maundy Thursday service.  We’ll meet in the sanctuary following the Palm 
Sunday pilgrimage.  Many hands make light work – please join us! 
 

Volunteers needed following the Maundy Thursday service to reset the pews for Good 
Friday and Easter services.    
 
Plymouth ROCKS - Earth Day service Activity:  Plymouth ROCKS and the Christian Formation 
Board are teaming up with the Downtown Committee of Syracuse for an Earth Day Clean Up on 
Saturday, April 21st at 10:30 AM. There is no age limit for this service activity, and ALL ARE 
WELCOME!  You get a free t-shirt if you sign up by Sunday, April 1st. You can contact the Church 
Office or check out the April Plymouth Story for more details and to sign up for a shirt – don’t 
miss out!   
 

Capital Campaign Update 

We have commitments totaling $734,312 with 

$734,567 being paid to-date. 

Total payments have exceeded total commitments because some people's 

payments exceeded their original commitment. 

Thanks be to God for the generosity of the people of Plymouth! 
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Home communion:  If you are unable to be in church on communion Sunday and want to 
receive communion, Keith Jakway will be happy to bring it to you – just give him a call at 315-
382-0843.  Or email him at Krj1158@aol.com. 
 
Plymouth’s Food Pantry seeks new volunteers, including someone to serve as coordinator. 
Longtime volunteers Leslie Lawrence and Tina Goodall will retire in April. New volunteers are 
needed so the Food Pantry can continue its operation. The Food Pantry serves clients on 
Thursday mornings. For more information, contact Leslie Lawrence or George Bain, the chair of 
the Board of Deacons. 

The Food Pantry is collecting TOOTHPASTE during the month of March.  Please place your 
contributions in the box in the back of the worship area. 

ACT Now!  Unite to End Racism:  All are welcome to travel with the NY Conference UCC to 
Washington, DC April 3-4 to participate in a series of events commemorating the 50th 
anniversary of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s assassination and to launch a Truth and 
Racial Justice Initiative (see Schedule-at-a-Glance on flyer on bulletin board.)  Register to join 
the NY Conference on the bus ride to DC with the following link.   You can also purchase a 
reduced hotel room through the conference when you register. 

https://arena.nyucc.org/default.aspx?portal=4&page=3352&occurrenceId=168&profileId=467 

Alliance of Communities Transforming Syracuse (ACTS) Annual Spring Banquet:  Get your 
tickets today to sit at one of Plymouth’s tables on Tuesday, April 24 at 6pm at Drumlins Country 
Club!   Support the important work of our partner organization and come celebrate our very 
own Nancy Gwin who will receive the ACTS Volunteer Leader Award.  Tickets are $65 (checks 
payable to Plymouth.)   Contact the church office or speak to Gert Danzy (315-491-7650.) 

  THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Wed. March 28 Bell Choir Rehearsal– 5:30pm – Sanctuary 
• Thurs.  March 29 Food Pantry – 10am – 12noon - Parlor 
   Maundy Thursday Service – 6:30pm - Sanctuary 
   Choir Rehearsal – 7:30pm – Memorial Hall 
• Fri. March 30 Good Friday Services – 12noon and 6:30pm 
• Sun.  April 1  Easter Service and PrayGround –10am 
   Community Time – 11:15am 
   (No Learning Community) 

  

Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor 
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 
(315) 474-4836 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
 

mailto:Krj1158@aol.com
https://arena.nyucc.org/default.aspx?portal=4&page=3352&occurrenceId=168&profileId=467
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 About Plymouth  
Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 

abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; 
for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy 

in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking 
risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all people and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, 
or religious background. 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest 
for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the 
sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior.  We 
believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church and the 
ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, 
and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that life is too 
short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 

Will You Help Tell the Story 

 of Jesus and Holy Week? 
 

The telling of this harsh story is aided when we join our voices together. 
Multiple readers are needed for our worship services on Maundy Thursday (6:30pm) and Good 
Friday (noon and 6:30pm). 

Each reader will be given (in advance) a short portion of Scripture. 

Readers of all ages are welcome! 

If you are willing to help please  

1. Fill out the form below 
• Circle all the worship times you’re available to help 
• Add your name and contact information 

2. Tear off this sheet and place it in the offering plate (or hand it to Craig French). 

Thanks! 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Name: ______________________________________________________________ 
Contact info (phone and email): ________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 I can help:  (Circle all times when you’re available) 
 Maundy Thursday (March 29) –  6:30pm 
 Good Friday (March 30) – Noon 

 Good Friday (March 30) –  6:30pm 
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