
 

*Please rise if you are able 

Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

  Service of the Word 
  April 22, 2018 
  Fourth Sunday of Easter 
  10:00 am 

 

 

 

 THE GATHERING 
 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

PRELUDE Sheep May Safely Graze J. S. Bach 

*OPENING HYMN  We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky No. 563 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  David Michel 

 One: After the dormancy of winter, 
 All:  new growth springs to life. 
 One:  The birds return from their southern home. 
 All:  Buds emerge on the trees,  
  as they discover again the warmth of the earth. 
 One:  Crocuses and other early spring flowers  
  begin to carpet the land, 
  as it throws off its wintry coating. 
 All:  Creation awakens to the possibilities of spring.  
 One:  Life shows itself in every corner of the earth. 
 All:  God is our Creator, who continues to create  
  in the rhythm of life we call the seasons. 
  Come let us enter into the Spirit of God’s creativity.  

WORDS OF WELCOME  Craig French 

 THE REFRESHMENT OF FORGIVENESS 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (by Miles Russell, adapted) 

 All: Loving God, 
 How often we forget the beauty of the Earth. 
 We do not always care wisely or well for our home.   
 We rely overly on the conveniences and technology of today’s society. 
 We readily ignore the impact of our decisions. 
 Forgive us when we take creation for granted. 
 Remind us of your path to dignity for all. 
 Teach us to be caregivers of our world. 
 In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 

SILENT PRAYER 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (by Christine Sine) 

 One: Despite our failings, let us celebrate what we believe. 

  
  



2 

 All: We believe in God above us, 
 Creator of all things, sustainer of all life. 
 
 We believe in Christ beside us, 
 Companion and friend, redeemer of all the broken pieces of our universe. 

 We believe in Spirit deep within us, 
 Advocate and guide, who lives with us eternally. 

 We believe in God’s resurrection created world, 
 where all things are fixed, and all creation fits together in vibrant harmonies. 

 We believe in God above, beside, within; 
 God yesterday, today and forever; 
 the three in one, the one in three. 

 We believe in God. 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*PRAISE SONG        A Repeating Alleluia Calvin Hampton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney 

THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

SCRIPTURE Acts 4:1-20 The Inclusive Bible 

ANTHEM I Am the Good Shepherd Philip Young 

SERMON 

WITNESS TO FAITH  Kailyn Wright 

*HYMN God Is My Shepherd No. 479 

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

THE PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

Used by permission 
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM Shepherd Me, Lord Gershon Kingsley   

*DOXOLOGY   Old Hundredth 

  Let trumpets sound and voices sing! 
  Let all on earth their praises bring! 
  For Christ has conquered sin and death 
  and given life eternal breath.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*CLOSING HYMN  My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less No. 403 

*BENEDICTION 

*POSTLUDE    Grand Choeur Theodore Dubois 

   
 
 

HOSPITALITY TEAM NEEDED! 
 

The New York Conference of the United Church of Christ holds its annual meeting in 
Syracuse in June, and Plymouth Church is being asked to provide a hospitality team to 

serve as greeters to help guide the delegates and visitors. 
 
Dates are Friday, June 8, and Saturday, June 9, at the Crowne Plaza Hotel on East Genesee 
Street. The Annual Meeting opens at 2 p.m. Friday and will be in session until after the Closing 
Service of Worship Saturday. 
 
Volunteers are needed at registration to check off names from list of attendees, hand out bags, 
check in delegates, and direct people to hotel rooms and meeting spaces on Friday (six to 
eight people) from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and Saturday (two people) from 8 to 11 a.m. 
Friday’s volunteers will receive lunch. 
  
Two to four volunteers are sought for mealtime transition hosts to “entertain” participants waiting 
for the elevators to go to and from meals, and six to eight people are sought to serve as tellers 
and ushers during the business sessions. 
 
If you are interested in this hospitality ministry of welcoming UCC delegates to Syracuse, please 
contact Kathy Ferro in the church office. 
 
 
  

   Some Things You Ought to Know  

TODAY following worship:    
 Learning Community – third floor 
 Forum – I-81 and the Grid Coalition – an update -11:15am – Memorial Hall 

On Wednesday, April 25 at 10am, Plymouth is hosting the Rescue Mission’s press conference 
at which they will announce exciting news about the Youth Shelter project that we have helped 
fund through the Mission Giving portion of our Capital Campaign.   All are invited to attend. 

The Cathedral Square Neighborhood Association’s Organ Crawl begins at Plymouth next 
Sunday, April 29 at 1:30pm and concludes with a reception at the Park Central Presbyterian 
Church Parish House.  The two other participating churches are the Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception and St. Paul’s. Tickets may be purchased in advance for $12 by calling 
Alice at 315-470-1953 no later than 12:00 noon on Thursday, April 26. On the day of the event, 
tickets may also be purchased for $15 at the door.  
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Plymouth ROCKS – Our next service activity will be working with Habitat for Humanity on 
Saturday, May 5 from approximately 9-3:30. Contact Abby Hind for additional information at 
abigail.r.hind@gmail.com or (315) 415-5019.  
Heifer Festival - Sunday, May 6th, after Worship 

DID YOU KNOW?  Today is Earth Day! 

Heifer International believes that caring for the Earth is vital to ending hunger and poverty, 
whether it’s through reforestation, organic gardening or adoption of fuels that reduce the ill 
effects to the environment. 

HOW YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE:  

• Fill the Ark – The children have created a fundraising goal of $2,000 for Heifer 
International. They're getting a head start and collecting money at home and during 
Chapel Time. You can get a head start, too! Check out the table at the back of the 
sanctuary and take home a Fill the Ark calendar and coin box. Complete the challenges on 
the calendar and bring the money you collect to the Heifer Festival on Sunday, May 6th. 

• Heifer Festival Potluck – In an effort to support local farmers and sustainable agriculture, 
please bring a dish to share and include a local ingredient or two if you are able! At will 
donations will encouraged for the meal. Why not consider donating the cost of a meal at 
your favorite restaurant? 

 Contact Kim Looney if you would like to volunteer! 

THE FOOD PANTRY NEEDS YOU!   We are considering changing the food distribution day to 
Mondays, either morning or afternoon.  If you have availability for approximately 2 hours during 
the day on Mondays and are willing to volunteer once a month or more, please contact Cyndi 
Signorelli: 315-446-1121, signorelli4@verizon.net; or Leslie Lawrence: 315-446-9137, 
lelaw@twcny.rr.com. 

The Food Pantry is collecting SHAMPOO during the month of April.  Please place your 
contributions in the box in the back of the worship area. 

"Defiant Requiem," a feature-length documentary film, is being shown at 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 16, at the Sam Pomeranz Jewish Community Center, 5655 Thompson Road in DeWitt. The 
film tells the story of Terezin concentration camp prisoner Rafael Schächter, a Czechoslovak 
composer, pianist and conductor and how he taught the Verdi "Requiem" to 150 other 
prisoners.  The event is free and open to the public. 

Plymouth needs YOU to help us live out our mission of “Welcoming All”!   Please sign up 
to greet, usher, provide flowers or host community time through Sign-up genius by clicking here 
or by clicking on the link on the Get Involved page on the Plymouth website 
(www.plymouthsyr.org).   You can also sign up by contacting: 

• Greeters - George Bain (georgesbain@aol.com)  

• Ushers – Juliet Giglio (julietgiglio@gmail.com)    

Or by signing up on the charts in the bell tower for Flowers or Community Time 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Tues. April 24 ACTS Banquet – 6pm - Drumlins 

• Wed. April 25 Press Conference re: Rescue Mission Youth shelter-10am   
 (Plymouth, as a funder, is hosting this event) 

 Board of Christian Formation – 7:00pm – Parlor 
 Open Table Training - offsite 

• Thurs. April 26 Food Pantry – 10am – 12noon – Parlor 
 Bell Choir Rehearsal – 5:30pm – Sanctuary 
 Choir Rehearsal – 7:00pm – Memorial Hall 

mailto:abigail.r.hind@gmail.com
mailto:signorelli4@verizon.net
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4aada62aa7fa7-pccworship
http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
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• Fri. April 27 Church Office Closed 

• Sun.  April 29 Worship/PrayGround –10am 
 Learning Community – 11am – third floor 
 Forum – Poor People’s Campaign – Memorial Hall 

Organ Crawl – 1:30pm – Sanctuary (see announcement for 
information about tickets) 

  Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

LITURGIST:  David Michel 
USHERS:  Funmi Afelumo and Frank Leonard   

ACOLYTE:   Kaleigha Spinner  
OFFERING COUNTERS:  Sue Bogucz and Audrey Kane 

 
You can volunteer for many of these ministries via the Plymouth website www.plymouthsyr.org.  Go 

to the “Get Involved” page and click on the link above the choir photo. 
 
Hospitality Ministry – Please consider serving as a host for Community Time.  There is a sign-up 
chart in the bell tower entrance.  It’s easy and we’ll help you! 
 
Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of 
whatever you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans for 
larger or multiple arrangements can always be made. 
 
Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  
Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  LARGE PRINT 
BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 
 
Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of the 
church.  Nursery care is offered at 10:00 am for infants. Sound is piped into Memorial Hall next door 
to the Sanctuary for those who would welcome a space apart. 
 
Worship Clipboards:  Worship clipboards with age-appropriate bulletins and coloring paper are 
available in the back of the Sanctuary for our elementary aged children as a support to their 
attendance in worship.  We hope you will find these clipboards a welcoming and supportive means of 
engaging your children during the worship service. 
 
There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the 
lots behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking here will 
allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in front of the church. 

 

 Music Notes for April 22, 2018  
 
The Psalm assigned for the Third Sunday of Easter is Psalm 23 which begins “the Lord is my 
shepherd,” and the Gospel reading is from John 10, which includes Christ’s proclamation, “I am the 
good Shepherd.”  Even though we won’t be reading these passages for our scriptural reading today, 
we at Plymouth like to remember this Sunday as “Good Shepherd Sunday” and take the opportunity 
to look at our beautiful stained glass window. 
 
Although our prelude, Sheep May Safely Graze, is a popular favorite in churches, it was originally a 
secular piece.  Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) wrote it as part of a secular cantata known today 
as The Hunting Cantata.  Bach wrote it to celebrate the birthday of the Duke of Saxe-Weissenfels, 
who loved hunting.  The main theme of the cantata is that “sheep (and people) can graze safely 
when the ruler is kind and just.”  From there, it is not hard to see how new lyrics easily transformed 
the message to “we can rest safely under God’s watchful eye.” 

http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
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Philip Young was minister of music at the First Baptist Church of Henderson, South Carolina from 
1959-2004, and published hundreds of pieces, mostly for sacred use.  The text for our anthem is 
found in John 10: 14-16. 

Gershon Kingsley (b. 1922) is known as one of the first performers using the Moog Synthesizer.  He 
also won an Emmy and two Clio awards for his work in commercial music.  He wrote that he 
perceived his creative worlds as one in which “Mozart dances with the Beatles, and Carl Jung 
struggles to reconcile the opposites of our human soul.”  Our offertory anthem is a rock setting of 
Psalm 23. 

Our postlude is by the French composer, Theodore Dubois (1837-1924.) He was active at the time 
that France fostered the development of one of two greatest schools of organ playing (the other 
being the German baroque.)  He succeeded César Franck at St. Clothilde, and later succeeded 
Camille Saint-Saens at the Church of the Madeleine.  From 1896-1905 he was the Director of the 
Paris Conservatoire and, although he resigned two months before that institution refused to award 
the prestigious Prix de Rome to Maurice Ravel, he was still blamed for that situation.  His reputation 
has faded, compared to other nineteenth century composers, but in his time he was known for his 
three symphonies, two operas, and numerous ballets and oratorios.  His textbooks on counterpoint 
and harmony are still used occasionally in France.  Our postlude shows off the full Great organ, 
contrasted by the gentler Choir division. 

 About Plymouth  

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 
abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; for 
immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy in a 
hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for 

God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all people and their gifts 
regardless of gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, 
socioeconomic status, or religious background. 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the 
quest for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm 
the sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary 
Movement. 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior.  
We believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church 
and the ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of 
other religions, and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, 
and that life is too short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 
 

 Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor 
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 
(315) 474-4836 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 

 


