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 THE GATHERING 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

PRELUDE Aria on a Chaconne Joel Martinson 

*OPENING HYMN  All Things Bright and Beautiful No. 31 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Trinity UCC, Chicago; adapted) Kim Dill 
   

 One: Beautiful are the works of God! 
 All:  Beautiful also are the skins of God’s people! 
 One:  Beautiful is the mind of God! 
 All:  Beautiful also are the hopes of God’s people! 
 One:  Beautiful is the heart of God! 
 All:  Beautiful also are the souls of God’s people! 
 One:  God made the heavens and the earth. 
 All:  To God be the glory for the great things God has done. 

WORDS OF WELCOME  Kim Looney 

 THE REFRESHMENT OF FORGIVENESS 

LITANY OF CONFESSION (by Katherine Hawker, adapted) 

 One: For you who grieve this day, 
  know that you are invited to bring the broken pieces of your heart. 
 All: Loved by one another, 
  we discover God’s love for us. 

 One: For you who come with gladness, 
  know that your melody will find harmony. 
 All: Accepting Christ’s love for us, 
  we are called to love one another. 

 One: For you weighed down by too many “shoulds” and “what-ifs,” 
  know that here you may lay down all guilt and shame. 
 All: Loved by one another, 
  we discover God’s love for us. 

 One: For you who have the answers, 
  know that new questions await you. 
 All: Accepting Christ’s love for us, 
  we are called to love one another. 

 One: For you who come seeking, 
  know that your questions are safe in the presence of God. 
 All: Loved by one another, 
  we discover God’s love for us. 

SILENT PRAYER 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (United Church of Canada) 

 One: We are not alone; we live in God’s world. 
 All: We believe in God: 
   who has created and is creating; 
   who has come in Jesus, 
    the Word made flesh, 
    to reconcile and make new; 
   who works in us and others by the Spirit. 
  We trust in God. 

  We are called to be the Church: 
   to celebrate God’s presence, 
   to love and serve others, 
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   to seek justice and resist evil, 
   to proclaim Jesus, 
    crucified and risen, 
    our judge and our hope. 

  In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
   God is with us. 
  We are not alone.  
  Thanks be to God. 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*PRAISE SONG       A Repeating Alleluia Calvin Hampton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

SCRIPTURE Acts 8:26-40 English Standard Version 

STORY FOR ALL AGES + PRAYGROUND  Scott Looney 

After the Story for All Ages, all children and youth are invited to participate in the 
PrayGround in the space at the front, right-hand side of the sanctuary. The PrayGround is a 

dedicated space for them to quietly and creatively interact with the day’s theme. 

ANTHEM I Am the Vine Clifford McCormick 

SERMON 

*HYMN Christian, Rise and Act Your Creed No. 537 

 During the hymn, children and youth will return to their seats. 

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

THE PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen. 

 OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Meditation on the Doxology Joseph Downing   

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

 Let trumpets sound and voices sing! 
 Let all on earth their praises bring! 
 For Christ has conquered sin and death 
 and given life eternal breath.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*CLOSING HYMN  Called as Partners in Christ’s Service No. 495 

*BENEDICTION 

*POSTLUDE    Sonata II: Fuge Paul Hindemith 

   
 

This morning we welcome our own Kim Looney to the pulpit as Craig is away with family.  Before coming 
to Syracuse and Plymouth, she was Minister to Children and Families at First Baptist Church of Memphis. 

Kim is thrilled to be able to wear her liturgical robe at Plymouth and to share her love of preaching. 
 

Used by permission 
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  HOSPITALITY TEAM NEEDED! 
 

The annual meeting of the New York Conference of the United Church of Christ is being 
held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Syracuse Friday, June 8 – Saturday, June 9, and 
Plymouth Church is being asked to provide a hospitality team to serve as greeters to help 
guide the delegates and visitors. 
 

Volunteers are needed at registration to check off names from list of attendees, hand out bags, 
check in delegates, and direct people to hotel rooms and meeting spaces on Friday (six to eight 
people) from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and Saturday (two people) from 8 to 11 a.m. Friday’s 
volunteers will receive lunch. 
  

Two to four volunteers are sought for mealtime transition hosts to “entertain” participants waiting 
for the elevators to go to and from meals, and six to eight people are sought to serve as tellers 
and ushers during the business sessions. 
 

If you are interested in this hospitality ministry of welcoming UCC delegates to Syracuse, please 
contact Kathy Ferro in the church office. 

 

  Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

 LITURGIST:   Kim Dill 
 USHERS:   Cyndi Signorelli and Kelly Tooley    ACOLYTE:   Abigail Mannion  
 FLOWERS:  Gert Danzy in remembrance of my family, past and present 
 COMMUNITY TIME:  Gert Danzy – “Thank you to my Plymouth family” 
 OFFERING COUNTERS:  Keith Jakway and Elaine Wolf 

 

 You can volunteer for many of these ministries via the Plymouth website www.plymouthsyr.org.   
 Go to the “Get Involved” page and click on the link above the choir photo. 
 
Hospitality Ministry – Please consider serving as a host for Community Time.  There is a sign-up 
chart in the bell tower entrance.  It’s easy and we’ll help you! 
 
Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of 
whatever you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans for 
larger or multiple arrangements can always be made. 
 
Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  
Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  LARGE PRINT 
BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 
 
Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of the 
church.  Nursery care is offered at 10:00 am for infants. Sound is piped into Memorial Hall next door 
to the Sanctuary for those who would welcome a space apart. 
 
Worship Clipboards:  Worship clipboards with age-appropriate bulletins and coloring paper are 
available in the back of the Sanctuary for our elementary aged children as a support to their 
attendance in worship.  We hope you will find these clipboards a welcoming and supportive means of 
engaging your children during the worship service. 
 
There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the 
lots behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking here will 
allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in front of the church. 
 Some Things You Ought to Know  
 
TODAY following worship:    
 Learning Community – third floor 
 Community Time 
 Organ Crawl – 1:30pm – Sanctuary – tickets are $15 at the door 
 
Plymouth ROCKS: Our next event is a project with Habitat for Humanity next Saturday, May 5 from 
approximately 9am—3:30pm.  The activity is appropriate for ages 16 and up, with 16-17 year olds 
requiring a parent to be present.  Contact Abby Hind for additional information at 
abigail.r.hind@gmail.com or (315) 415-5019.  
  
THE FOOD PANTRY NEEDS YOU!   We are considering changing the food distribution day to 
Mondays, either morning or afternoon.  If you have availability for approximately 2 hours during the 
day on Mondays and are willing to volunteer once a month or more, please contact Cyndi Signorelli: 
315-446-1121, signorelli4@verizon.net; or Leslie Lawrence: 315-446-9137, lelaw@twcny.rr.com. 
 
The Food Pantry is collecting LOTION during the month of May.  Please place your contributions in 
the box in the back of the worship area. 

http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
mailto:signorelli4@verizon.net
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Procession of Neighbors:  InterFaith Works and Catholic Charities invite people of all faith 
communities to join a prayerful procession in solidarity with refugees on Sunday, May 6, 2018.  
Along the route, the procession will pause at several faith centers in a gesture of welcome and 
acceptance.   The procession begins at 3pm in front of the Destiny Christian Church (514 Turtle St.) 
and will continue through the Northside with brief stops, concluding at Masid Bilal Mosque (466 N. 
Salina St.) at about 4:30pm. 
 
Help us live out our mission of “Welcoming All” by signing up to usher!    

1) Visit our website:  www.plymouthsyr.org 
2) At the top of the screen, click on:  GET INVOLVED 
3) Scroll down to GREETERS, USHERS and HOSPITALITY VOLUNTEERS 
4) click on SIGN UP 
5) Scroll down to the date of your choice and click on SIGN UP 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Thurs. May 3 Bell Choir Rehearsal – 5:30pm – Sanctuary 
 Choir Rehearsal – 7:00pm – Memorial Hall 

• Sat. May 5 Plymouth ROCKS – Habitat for Humanity project – 9am 

• Sun.  May 6 Worship/Communion/Chapel Time –10am 
 Heifer Festival – 11:00am 
 

  

HEIFER FESTIVAL 

NEXT SUNDAY FOLLOWING WORSHIP!! 

May 6 
 

 Plymouth Church has supported Heifer and its mission for 41 years. Let’s keep up the great work 
and support for this important mission at our 2018 Heifer Festival! 

  
➢ Potluck Lunch 

One of Heifer’s goals is to support sustainable farming practices and to promote best practices 
that diminish negative environmental impacts of agricultural production and processing.  
  
❖ In the spirit of sustainability, all are invited to bring a dish to pass that includes one or two 

local ingredients or ingredients that promote sustainability.  
  
❖ In the spirit of Heifer’s cornerstone of Passing on the Gift, why not consider donating the 

cost of a meal at your favorite restaurant for this meal at Plymouth? 
  

➢ Plant Sale 
Heifer provides fast-growing tree seedlings to project participants before they receive their 
animals to help create healthy soil for the animals and crops and to help them have a closer 
source of fuel and fencing. 
  
❖ In the spirit of caring for the Earth, consider purchasing plants for your garden at the Heifer 

Festival. All plants are donated by Carol Watson Greenhouse and will liven up any yard.  

 
➢  Live Animals 

Heifer has developed a unique community development model where each year it assists 
millions of families with gifts of animals and training to help families become self-reliant and to 
transform entire communities. 
  
❖ In the spirit of learning about and caring for animals, check out some of the animals that 

several Plymouth families love and care for. 

 
➢  Games and Activities 

Heifer wants you to feel good about your contribution and to be creative and have fun while 
doing it!  

  

❖ In the spirit of love, joy, and creativity, join in on the fun at our Heifer Festival games and 
activities! 

  

AND - you can donate online at https://fundraise.heifer.org/plymouth.  

http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
https://www.carolwatsongreenhouse.com/
https://fundraise.heifer.org/plymouth
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  Music Notes for April 29, 2018  
The textbook definition of a Chaconne is a piece in 3/4 time, usually in minor, with phrases usually 4 
or 8 measures long repeated over and over, where the harmony remains the same, but the notes 
expressing that harmony change.  Our prelude is by Joel Martinson (b. 1960) who is the music 
director at the Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration in Dallas, Texas.  This piece (and the 
postlude) will be included in the organ crawl this afternoon, and it provides an opportunity to show off 
the various flute stops (of which there are many!) of our organ. 

Our anthem is by Clifford McCormick (b. 1909).  He was born just north of us in Belleville, Ontario, 
but no further information is immediately available.  This piece comes from a collection of anthems 
which he wrote specifically to use texts directly from the scriptures, and today’s anthem is a setting of 
John 15: 5, 7: 

I am the vine, and you are the branches.  
He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same shall bring forth much fruit. 
For without me, you can do nothing. 
If you abide in me, and my words abide in you,  
you shall ask what you will and it shall be done unto you.   

Our offertory anthem begins with a setting of the familiar doxology text, followed by the well-known 
passage from I Corinthians.  

Praise God from whom all blessing flow. Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. 
‘Though I may praise with tongues of fire, and have the gifts which all inspire, 
And have not love, all this shall pass as tinkling cymbal or sounding brass. 
‘Though I may give all to the poor, and gladly trials sore endure, 
And have not love for all on earth, my acts are vain, and of no worth. 
‘Though I have faith to mountains move, and hope in God, my faith to prove, 
Yet to that God in heaven above, greater than faith or hope is love. 
Come Holy Spirit, heavenly dove, and fill me with this sacred love 
That I may, through eternity, sing praise to God more perfectly. 

Paul Hindemith (1895-1963) was a prolific German composer who originated a harmonic language 
that centered around the interval of the fourth, rather than the interval of the third which dominated 
western music from 1700-1900.  Because of this, his music often comes across as angular and mildly 
dissonant, but always resolves to the familiar major triad at the end.  He wrote his three organ 
sonatas when he was teaching at Yale in the 1940s and our postlude is the final movement of the 
second sonata. 

  About Plymouth  
Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 

abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; for 
immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy in a 
hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for 

God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all people and their gifts 
regardless of gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, 
socioeconomic status, or religious background. 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the 
quest for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm 
the sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary 
Movement. 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior.  
We believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church 
and the ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of 
other religions, and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, 
and that life is too short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 

 
 Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 
Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 
Mark Johnson, Sexton 

 
232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 

(315) 474-4836 
plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 

 


