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    January 21, 2018 
 Service of the Word  
 Third Sunday after Epiphany  
 10:00 am 

 THE GATHERING 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

PRELUDE Changed My Name Pamela Warrick-Smith 

*OPENING HYMN Jesus Calls Us, o’er the Tumult No. 172 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   Russ Wojcik
   

 One: A child once dreamed the Voice was calling his name…”Samuel”; 
  Fishermen once heard the Voice when a young man bid them follow; 
  And still the Voice beckons today … Can you hear? 
 Many: Here I am. Send me. 
 One: Moses protested vehemently as the Voice spoke at the burning bush; 
  Mary stood amazed as the Voice proclaimed impending birth; 
  And still the Voice beckons today … Can you hear? 
 Many: Here I am Send me. 
 One: Rosa Parks followed the Voice to the front of the bus; 
  Martin Luther King, Jr. heard the Voice as the bullet shattered; 
  And still the Voice beckons today … Can you hear? 
 Many: Here I am.  Send me. 
 One: The Voice beckons from humble places … 
   in the tears of hungry children, 
   in the cries of the frail and frightened elderly, 
   in the pleas of those whose dreams have been too long deferred; 
  And still the Voice beckons today … Can you hear? 
 Many: Here I am.  Send me. 
 One: A timid believer pauses to listen to the Voice; 
  A struggling church hears the Voice and turns; 
  And still the Voice beckons today … Can you hear? 
 Many: Here I am. Send me.  

WORDS OF WELCOME   Craig French 
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 THE REFRESHMENT OF FORGIVENESS 

PRAYER OF FORGIVENESS (Unison)   

 Steadfast God, Our comfortable lives convince us  
 we do not need to follow Jesus.   
 Our work provides for our wants,  
 so we have no need for your grace.   
 Our friends are found through social media,  
 so we do not need your community.   
 Our fear of the beliefs and cultures of others makes us sure 
 that we do not need to share your grace with them.  
    Compassionate God, forgive us for dragging our feet  
 as Jesus' disciples. 
 May we get up from our comfort zones  
 and step out in faith.   
 May we go to uncomfortable places to bring hope.   
 May we proclaim with our lips,  
 and even more with our lives,  
 that the kingdom of love is near,  
 brought by Jesus Christ, our Savior.  

SILENT PRAYER 

 *WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*PRAISE SONG (unison) Woke Up this Mornin’  
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THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney 

SCRIPTURE Mark 1:14-20 

ANTHEM  Follow Me Roger Wilson 

SERMON 

*HYMN The Summons Kelvingrove 

 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 
 
 
 
 

THE PASTORAL PRAYER  

 

 

Tune: KELVINGROVE, 7 6 7 6 777 6; Scottish traditional; arr. by John L. Bell, b.1949, © 1987, Iona Community, 
GIA Publications, Inc., agent Text: Text: John L. Bell, b.1949, © 1987, Iona Community, GIA Publications, 
Inc., agent; tr. by Ronald F. Krisman, b.1946, © 2007, GIA Publications, Inc.  Reprinted under One License 
#A-713031. 
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THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR (unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen. 

There are several beloved versions of this prayer.  In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions 
that many of us have prayed since childhood, we will cycle through the different versions over the course of a year.  
We will pray using “trespasses” through the first part of 2018. 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM         Follow Me Spiritual arr. J. Carter 

*DOXOLOGY (unison)  Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
 Praise God, all creatures here below! 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host! 
 Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS 

*CLOSING HYMN      Would I Have Answered When You Called? Kingsfold 

 (See Page 5) 

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE GavotteArcangelo Corelli  

    
  

The regular 

Annual Meeting 
of Plymouth Congregational Church 

is hereby called for 

Sunday, the 28th of January, 2018 

immediately following the service of worship.  The purposes of the meeting are to 

receive the annual reports, to fill elective offices, to set up plans for the coming year, 

and to transact such other business as may properly come before this meeting. 
 

The 2017 Annual Report of the Congregation has been emailed to those for whom 

we have email addresses.  For those without access to email, hard copies are 

available on the table in the back of the Sanctuary. 

 

Copies of the proposed resolution with regards to being an Immigrant Welcoming 

Congregation are also available on the back table. 
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*CLOSING HYMN      Would I Have Answered When You Called? Kingsfold 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Contributors: Herman Stuempfle;  Text: © 1997, GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.  

Reprinted under One License #A-713031. 
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 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

  LITURGIST:  Russ Wojcik 
USHERS:  Gert Danzy and Kailyn Wright  ACOLYTE:  Harry Crawford 

OFFERING COUNTERS:  Keith Jakway and Sarah Whitton 
 

You can volunteer for many of these ministries via the Plymouth website www.plymouthsyr.org.  Go to the 
“Get Involved” page and click on the link above the choir photo. 

 

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of 
whatever you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans 
for larger or multiple arrangements can always be made. 
 
Accessibility: Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the 
sanctuary.  Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  
LARGE PRINT BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 
 
Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of 
the church.  Nursery care is offered at 10:00 am for infants. Sound is piped into Memorial Hall 
next door to the Sanctuary for those who would welcome a space apart. 
 
Worship Clipboards:  Worship clipboards with age-appropriate bulletins and coloring paper 
are available in the back of the Sanctuary for our elementary aged children as a support to their 
attendance in worship.  We hope you will find these clipboards a welcoming and supportive 
means of engaging your children during the worship service. 
 
There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in 
the lots behind the Catholic diocese building and across East Onondaga Street.  For those able to 
walk a short distance, parking here will allow those with mobility impairments or small children 
to use the spots directly in front of the church. 

 
 Some Things You Ought to Know  

 
TODAY following worship:    

• Learning Community – 11:00am – 3rd floor 
• Forum – Review of 2018 Budget – 11:15am – Memorial Hall 

 

Stewardship Campaign Update:  Plymouth trustees are working on the budget for 2018. Your 
stewardship pledge will make a difference in what Plymouth can do this year, as pledges 
account for more than 80 percent of the church’s operating budget. You may mail your pledge 
card to the office or put it in the offering plate. Pledge cards are available in the Sanctuary; see 
George Bain. So far, we received 97 pledges for $240,935. 
 

Capital Campaign Update 

We have commitments totaling $734,262. 

$725,997 has been paid on those commitments so far. 

We’re in the home stretch, team!  Keep it up! 

 

http://www.plymouthsyr.org/


7 

Plymouth ROCKS:   We will be serving lunch at the Rescue Mission on Sunday, January 28.  
The group will leave Plymouth around 10:15am and will finish serving shortly after 
12pm.  Young (ages 12 and up) and old are welcome! RSVP to Chris Hopkins 
(christinehopkins03@gmail.com or 315 476-5139.) ahead of time.  The Rescue Mission 
needs to have the names of the individuals who are volunteering. 
 

The Food Pantry is collecting SOAP during the month of January.  Please place your 
contributions in the box in the back of the worship area. 
 

Plymouth Women are meeting at noon on Monday, February 5 (weather permitting) at 
Onondaga Free Library on West Seneca Turnpike.  Bring a lunch and a snack to share.   All 
women are invited.    If you are not on the “call list” or want more information, contact Peggy 
Kinner, Anne Frank or Tina Goodall. 
 

Want to stay informed about the news and events at Plymouth Church?  Sign up for 
Plymouth’s weekly email newsletter by contacting George Bain at georgesbain@aol.com and 
provide your email to the church office (office@plymouthsyr.org) in order to receive the 
monthly newsletter The Plymouth Story. 
In the community: 

•  The 33rd annual Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration is being held on Sunday, 
January 28 at the dome.  Keynote speaker is Angela Rye, a political commentator for 
both CNN and NPR.   The program begins at 5:30 p.m. and is free and open to the public.   
Preceding the program is a dinner at 4:30 p.m. with doors opening at 4 p.m. Tickets for 
the dinner are  available online or at the Carrier Dome Box Office for $30 and are for 
general seating. 

•  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

mailto:christinehopkins03@gmail.com
mailto:georgesbain@aol.com
https://oss.ticketmaster.com/aps/syracuse/EN/promotion/home
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 THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH 

• Thurs. Jan. 25 Food Pantry – 10am – 12noon - Parlor 
   Bell Choir Rehearsal– 5:30pm – Bell Room 
   Choir Rehearsal – 7pm – Memorial Hall 
• Sun. Jan. 28 Worship/Chapel Time –10am 
   ANNUAL MEETING – immediately following worship in the  
    Sanctuary; lunch will be provided as well as nursery care  
    and children’s programming 

 Music Notes for January 21, 2018  
  

Our music today is based on the passage from Mark in which Jesus tells us, “Follow me.” 
 
Our prelude was written by Pamela Warrick-Smith, but recorded by both Roberta Flack and Nina 
Simone.  If you listen to the sermon, you’ll know why we chose this piece. ☺ 
 

I told Jesus it would be all right if he changed my name. 
Now Jesus told me I would have to live humble if he changed my name. 
Jesus told me that the world would turn ‘gainst me if he changed my name. 
Jesus said I’d have to labor for justice if he changed my name. 
Jesus said I’d have to speak for the outcast if he changed my name. 
Jesus told me that the road would be lonely if he changed my name. 

 
Our anthem has been hiding unsung in our Plymouth Music Library for many years.  Roger Wilson 
(1912-1988) wrote almost exclusively for the Lorenz Publishing Co. who specialized in church 
music, not always of the best quality.   Happily, this setting of a text by Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow is a fine piece of music: 
 

I heard him call, “Come, follow.”  That was all. 
My gold drew dim, my soul went after him.  I rose and followed. That was all. 
Who would not follow if they heard him call? 
Him evermore I behold, walking in Galilee,  
Through the cornfields waving gold, in hamlet, or grassy wold, 
By the shores of the beautiful sea. 
He toucheth the sightless eyes.  Before him demons flee. 
To the dead he saith, “Arise!” 
To the living, “Follow me!” 

 
Our offertory anthem is a spiritual from South Carolina: 
 

Fisherman Peter on the sea, drop your net now, and follow me! 
Fisherman Andrew on the sea, drop your net now and follow me! 
Brother James, son of Zebedee, leave your fishing and follow me! 
Brother John, son of Zebedee, leave your fishing and follow me! 
All you people, now come along.  Hear Jesus calling and join his song. 
He will show us the way to go, so come and follow, and don’t be slow. 
Come and follow.  Jesus calls you, “Come, follow me.” 

 
Our postlude is by Arcangelo Corelli (1653-1713).  He was the first composer to realize the musical 
potential of the violin, for which this piece was originally written. 
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 About Plymouth  
 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 
abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; 

for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy 
in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking 

risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 
Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all people and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, 
or religious background. 
 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest 
for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the 
sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 
 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 
 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior.  We 
believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church and the 
ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, 
and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that life is too 
short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 

 
 

 Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor 
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 
(315) 474-4836 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
 


