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  January 28, 2018 
  Service of the Word  
  Annual Meeting Sunday  
  10:00 am 

 

THE GATHERING 
RINGING OF THE BELL  

PRELUDE Enigma Variation: Nimrod Edward Elgar 

*OPENING HYMN God is Here!  As We Your People Meet No. 70 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Mary Giegengack-Jureller 

 One: “When the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and taught. 
  And they were astounded at his teaching, 
   for he taught them as one having authority.” 
 Many: Come, holy Jesus; enter our house of worship today. 
 One: Enter not only our meeting house, but our hearts as well. 
 Many: Transform this moment into a living encounter with You. 
 One: Shake the ho-hum-ness from our eyes and ears and souls 
 Many: that we might meet you afresh—as if for the first time ... 
  that we might be astonished by both 
   your uncommon wisdom and commanding presence ... 
  and that we might go out from this place 
   talking wonderingly about all we have seen and heard. 

WORDS OF WELCOME  Craig French 

 THE REFRESHMENT OF FORGIVENESS 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

 One: We know so much. 
 Many: We understand so little. 
 One: We value education. 
 Many: Empower our values to blossom into commitments  
   that all children have access to a quality education, 
   regardless of parents, neighborhood, gifts, or abilities. 
 One: We value intellectual pursuit. 
 Many: Fill our scholarly inquiry  
  with a quest for spiritual awareness       
 that the seeds of knowledge may fall onto fertile ground. 
 One: We value academic success. 
 Many: Enable us to cherish each person’s successes 
  and recognize your light beckoning  
  from within an infinite array of talents and challenges. 
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 One: We know so much. 
 Many: We understand so little. 
 One: Christ, in your mercy, 
 Many: Hear our prayer. 

SILENT PRAYER 

 *WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*PRAISE SONG (unison) Woke Up this Mornin’  

 
 THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

SCRIPTURE 1 Corinthians 8:1-3  

REFLECTION 

 THE MINISTRY OF REMEMBERING 

 NONI BRISTOL  Abby Hind 
 POLLY CADWELL  Matt Tooley 
 BOBBIE GRIMM  Pat and John Hottenstein 
 KENT PARTRIDGE  David Michel  
 CAROLINE RYDER  Kathy Ferro 

ANTHEM Jesus, Name of Wondrous Love Everett Titcomb 

  
 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 
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THE PASTORAL PRAYER  

THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR (unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen. 

There are several beloved versions of this prayer.  In an effort to pray in unison while 
respecting the different versions that many of us have prayed since childhood, we will cycle 

through the different versions over the course of a year.  We will pray using “trespasses” 
through the first part of 2018. 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM  All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name Ralph Vaughan Williams 
  

*DOXOLOGY (unison) Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
 Praise God, all creatures here below! 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host! 
 Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS 

THE JOINING OF NEW MEMBERS 

       Ed S. Bogucz   
       Christine Dunne  

    Josh Wright  
 Sarah Wright

LITANY OF INTENT  

One: Friends in Christ, we are all received into the church through the sacrament of baptism. 
These people have found nurture and support in the midst of the family of Christ. 

Many: They have been led by the Spirit to affirm their baptism and to claim in our 
presence their covenantal relationship with Christ and the members of the 
Christian church.  

One: They are here, as we are here, to endeavor to love God with all our hearts, and all our 
souls, and all our minds. God help us. 

Many: They are here, as we are here, to endeavor to love our neighbors as we love 
ourselves. God help us. 

One: Friends who are joining, we rejoice in your pilgrimage of faith which has brought you to 
this time and place. 

Many: We give thanks for every community of faith which has been your spiritual home, 
and we celebrate your presence in this household of faith. 

One: Do you promise, by the grace of God, to be a vital part of the family of Christ, to be 
Christ’s disciple, to follow in the way of our Savior, to resist oppression and evil, to 
show love and justice, and to witness to the work and Word of Jesus Christ as best you 
are able? 

Those joining:  We promise, with the help of God. 
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Many: Do you promise, according to the grace given to you, to grow in the Christian 
faith?  And do you promise, that so far as able, you will participate in the life of 
this church, by worshipping God with us, and offering your time, talent and means 
for the ministry of this church and for the larger church of which this is a part? 

Those joining:  We promise, with the help of God. 

One: We welcome you with joy as partners in the common life of this church, and we offer to 
you the hand of Christian love. 

*CLOSING HYMN      In the Midst of New Dimensions No. 391 

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE Miles Lane Colin Hand
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 About Our New Members  
ED S. BOGUCZ 

Ed has lived in the Syracuse area for his whole life.  He was losing faith in his old church so he 
tried out Plymouth and felt at home.  He is both Pagan (Khameic) and Christian. 

CHRISTINE DUNNE 

Christine moved back to her hometown of Syracuse about three years ago.   She brought along 
her husband, James, and their one-year-old daughter, Alice.   Soon after their arrival, they 
discovered Plymouth.  They have been impressed by how welcoming everyone is.   Christine and 
Jim’s nearly two-year-old son, David, now attends Plymouth as well.   During the week, Christine 
works as a consultant for a technology market research firm.  In her spare time, she enjoys 
jogging, exploring the city, and meeting new people. 

JOSH AND SARAH WRIGHT 

Josh and Sarah met as babies, reconnected as teenagers, and married young. Over ten years 
later, they have 3 great kids keeping them busy and exhausted, but they wouldn't have it any 
other way! They grew up in Manlius (with some of Josh's childhood spent in NJ) and live there 
still, right across the street from Josh's parents. It's a bit of an "Everybody Loves Raymond" 

The regular 

Annual Meeting 
of Plymouth Congregational Church 

is hereby called for TODAY 
 

immediately following the service of worship.  The purposes of the meeting are 
to receive the annual reports, to fill elective offices, to set up plans for the 

coming year, and to transact such other business as may properly come before 
this meeting. 

 
The 2017 Annual Report of the Congregation was emailed to those for whom we 

have email addresses.  For those without access to email, hard copies are 
available on the table in the back of the Sanctuary. 
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situation but it works for them, and Sarah's family is also local. Josh is a web developer who 
enjoys hiking in their backyard woods, craft beer, and learning something new every day. Sarah 
has tried almost every craft in existence, but her current joy is sewing clothing. She is also a 
piano teacher, and tries to spend time reading to relax every evening, since most of her day is 
spent wrangling their kids. They came to Plymouth after Josh's sister, Kailyn, nagged them for 
months. Well, it was worth it, since they love the community and plan to stay! 

 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

  GREETER:  Lisa Neerukonda    LITURGIST:  Mary Giegengack-Jureller 
USHERS:  Frank Leonard and Barbara Forsstrom   ACOLYTE:  Bryson Griffith 

FLOWERS given in thanks by Robert Masor 
OFFERING COUNTERS:  Sue Bogucz and Audrey Kane 

 
You can volunteer for many of these ministries via the Plymouth website www.plymouthsyr.org.  Go to the 

“Get Involved” page and click on the link above the choir photo. 
 

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of 
whatever you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans 
for larger or multiple arrangements can always be made. 
 
Accessibility: Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the 
sanctuary.  Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  
LARGE PRINT BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 
 
Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of 
the church.  Nursery care is offered at 10:00 am for infants. Sound is piped into Memorial Hall 
next door to the Sanctuary for those who would welcome a space apart. 
 
Worship Clipboards:  Worship clipboards with age-appropriate bulletins and coloring paper 
are available in the back of the Sanctuary for our elementary aged children as a support to their 
attendance in worship.  We hope you will find these clipboards a welcoming and supportive 
means of engaging your children during the worship service. 
 
There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in 
the lots behind the Catholic diocese building and across East Onondaga Street.  For those able to 
walk a short distance, parking here will allow those with mobility impairments or small children 
to use the spots directly in front of the church. 

 Some Things You Ought to Know  
TODAY following worship:   ANNUAL MEETING  

• DURING the postlude, please help yourself to a sandwich, beverage and cookie at the back of the 
sanctuary and return to your seats so the meeting may start promptly. 

• Parents, with young children, who are staying for the meeting:  please assist your children in 
getting lunch and then send them upstairs with Kim as childcare is provided during the meeting. 

 

 
Capital Campaign Update 

We have commitments totaling $734,262. 

$726,222 has been paid on those commitments so far. 

Two months to go to reach our goal!  Keep it up! 

 

http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
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Weekly Lenten Study begins on Sunday, February 18:  Each Sunday in Lent, immediately 
following worship we’ll spend 30-40 minutes together discussing and reflecting on a short 
section of the book Love Big, Be Well by Winn Collier. (More details to follow in the February 
Plymouth Story.)  You may purchase your copy of the book from the church office for $12 ... or 
pick one up on Sunday mornings in church between now and mid-February as long as supplies 
last!  (Don’t let the cost keep you from participating. If that’s a concern, just speak to Craig 
French.) 
 
The 2018 UCC Lent Devotional Book Lovers and Fools, written by UCC authors, will be 
available on the table in the back of the Sanctuary starting next week for a suggested price of $4 
each (let us know if that price is prohibitive for you!) 
 
 The Food Pantry is collecting TOOTHBRUSHES during the month of February.  Please place 
your contributions in the box in the back of the worship area. 
 
Plymouth Women are meeting at noon on Monday, February 5 (weather permitting) at 
Onondaga Free Library on West Seneca Turnpike.  Bring a lunch and a snack to share.   All 
women are invited.    If you are not on the “call list” or want more information, contact Peggy 
Kinner, Anne Frank or Tina Goodall. 
 
Photos needed for online directory:   Our online photo directory is a tool to help us better 
know and recognize one another.  If we happened to have a relatively recent photo of you on 
hand, we took the liberty of using it for your entry.  If you don’t have a photo yet, or if you don’t 
like the one we picked, just click HERE to upload your favorite.  Or you can email a high quality 
file to office@plymouthsyr.org.  Or we’ll be happy to scan a hard copy of a photo you give us and 
upload it for you; just let Kathy Ferro know!   (And if you have questions about the directory, 
give the church office a call.) 
 
In the community: 

•  The 33rd annual Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration is being held this afternoon at 
the dome.  Keynote speaker is Angela Rye, a political commentator for both CNN and 
NPR.   The program begins at 5:30 p.m. and is free and open to the public.    

 

• InterFaith Works and Women Transcending Boundaries are sponsoring the 8th annual 
World Interfaith Harmony Assembly, “Voices in Harmony,” on Monday, February 5 
from 6:30pm—8:00pm at Congregation Beth Sholom-Chevra Shas, 18 Patsy Lane (off 
Jamesville Road in Dewitt).  This event is free and open to the public.   Parking and 
handicap parking  are available at the Synagogue.  Overflow parking is available at Pebble 
Hill Presbyterian Church with shuttle service to the Synagogue beginning at 5:30pm. 

 

• The First Unitarian Universalist Society of Syracuse (109 Waring Road) is hosting a 
gender identity conference,  Building Beloved Community Beyond the Binary, on 
Saturday, February 10 from 9am—4:30pm.  Registration and more information can be 
found here https://www.eventbrite.com/e/building-beloved-community-beyond-the-
binary-tickets-41545860788. 

  

  

  

https://www.instantchurchdirectory.com/submit_photo.aspx?id=3569a13c-b119-4d5b-9a0d-da76c75ed96d
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/building-beloved-community-beyond-the-binary-tickets-41545860788
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/building-beloved-community-beyond-the-binary-tickets-41545860788
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THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH 
• Thurs.  Feb. 1 Bell Choir Rehearsal– 5:30pm – Bell Room 

 Choir Rehearsal – 7pm – Memorial Hall 
• Sun.  Feb. 4  Worship/Communion/Chapel Time –10am 

    Learning Community – 11am 
    Community Time 
    Covenant Community Shepherds mtg. – 11:15 - Parlor 

 Music Notes for January 28, 2018  
  

For no particular reason, our music today comes from the British Anglican tradition. 
 
Our prelude is the ninth variation of the Enigma Variations by Edward Elgar (1857-1934.) 
Written in the 1890s, this is the piece that made Elgar world-famous.  Instead of a singable 
theme, the variations are written on a wispy “enigma” - Elgar never revealed what the unheard 
theme was.  Each variation was written with one of Elgar’s friends in mind.  This ninth variation 
was named Nimrod, after the biblical “mighty hunter.” 
 
Everett Titcomb (1884-1968) was not British, but wrote in the same style.  He was music 
director at St. John the Evangelist in Boston for over fifty years, and helped foment the “high 
Anglican” liturgy characteristic of that church.  The text for our anthem is by W. Walsham How 
(1823-1897): 

 

Jesus! Name of wondrous love! Name all other names above! 
Unto which must every knee bow in deep humility. 
 

Jesus! Name decreed of old, to the maiden mother told, 
Kneeling in her lowly cell, by the angel Gabriel. 
 

Jesus! Name of priceless worth to the fallen ones of earth, 
For the promise that it gave: Jesus shall his people save.” 

 
Ralph (pronounced “Rafe”) Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) was one of the greatest English 
composers, and he was very active in collecting hymns (and folk songs) from all over Britain.  
Our offertory anthem uses the hymn tune Miles Lane to declare the primacy of Jesus: 
 

All hail the power of Jesus’ name; Let angels prostrate fall. 
Bring forth the royal diadem to crown him Lord of all. 
 

Crown him, ye morning stars of light who fixed this floating ball. 
Now hail the strength of Israel’s might, and crown him Lord of all. 
 

Let every tribe and every tongue to him their hearts enthrall. 
Lift high the universal song, and crown him Lord of all. 

 

Our postlude is a chorale prelude based on the same hymn tune as our offertory anthem.  Colin 
Hand (1929-2015) was a British organist and composer who also served as an examiner for 
Trinity College of Music. 
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 About Plymouth  
 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 
abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; 

for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy 
in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking 

risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 
Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all people and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, 
or religious background. 
 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest 
for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the 
sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 
 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 
 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior.  We 
believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church and the 
ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, 
and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that life is too 
short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 

 
 

 Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor 
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 
(315) 474-4836 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
 


