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 February 4, 2018 
  Service of Word and Sacrament 
 Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
 10:00 am 

 
 THE GATHERING 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

PRELUDE Voluntary on a Moravian Hymn Abraham Ritter 

*OPENING HYMN You Are the Salt for the Earth, O People No. 181  

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Dawn Franits 

 One: To whom shall we turn, 
  if not to God? 
 Many: God has the words of life. 
 One: On whom shall we feed, 
  if not on God? 
 Many: God is the bread of life. 
 One: In whom shall we live and die, 
  if not in God? 
 Many: God is eternal life. 

WORDS OF WELCOME  Craig French 

 THE REFRESHMENT OF FORGIVENESS 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison) 

 God, we have no ground for boasting, and yet we do it all the time. 
 Instead of sharing the good news of your love and grace freely, 
  too often we try to add cover charges of guilt and shame. 
 Holy One, strip us of our self-righteous ways. 
 Open our eyes to see diversity instead of difference. 
 Transform us to be a people who live expecting to serve, 
  rather than expecting to be served. 
 Guide us to be who you call us to be, 
  so that we may embody the gospel 
  and offer it freely to all others in your name. 

SILENT PRAYER 

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
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*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*PRAISE SONG (unison) Woke Up this Mornin’ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

SCRIPTURE 1 Corinthians 9:16-23 

COMMUNION MEDITATION 

*HYMN Called as Partners in Christ’s Service No. 495  

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

THE PASTORAL PRAYER  

THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR (unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen. 

There are several beloved versions of this prayer.  In an effort to pray in unison while 
respecting the different versions that many of us have prayed since childhood, we will cycle 

through the different versions over the course of a year.  We will pray using “trespasses” 
through the first part of 2018. 

       OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY SOLO     I Will Go in the Strength of the Lord Johannes Herbst 
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*DOXOLOGY (unison) Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host! 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 

REMEMBERING TOGETHER 

THE BLESSING OF BREAD AND CUP 

THE SHARING OF BREAD AND CUP 

Our communion table is open to all without regard for religion, strength of belief, state of 
soul, or certainty of conviction.  All you have to be to feast with our God is hungry. 

You are invited to take a piece of the bread and wait to eat until all have been served. You 
are invited to partake of the cup, however, as soon as you are served. The cup is non-

fermented grape juice; a gluten-free substitute is available on each plate. 

COMMUNION ANTHEM I’d Rather Have Jesus arr.  K. H. Goodyear 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

*CLOSING HYMN Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing No. 77 

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE Variations on the Sicilian Hymn Benjamin Carr
  

    

 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

  GREETER:  Jonathan Preston    LITURGIST:  Dawn Franits 
USHERS:  Barbara Genton and Keith Jakway   ACOLYTE:  Abigail Mannion 

COMMUNION SERVERS:  Funmi Afelumo, George Bain, Barbara Forsstrom, 
 Frank Leonard, Jonathan Preston, Kailyn Wright 

OFFERING COUNTERS:  Keith Jakway and Elaine Wolf 
 

You can volunteer for many of these ministries via the Plymouth website www.plymouthsyr.org.  Go to the 
“Get Involved” page and click on the link above the choir photo. 

 

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of 
whatever you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans 
for larger or multiple arrangements can always be made. 
 

Accessibility: Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the 
sanctuary.  Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  
LARGE PRINT BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 

 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of 
the church.  Nursery care is offered at 10:00 am for infants. Sound is piped into Memorial Hall 
next door to the Sanctuary for those who would welcome a space apart. 
 

http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
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Worship Clipboards:  Worship clipboards with age-appropriate bulletins and coloring paper 
are available in the back of the Sanctuary for our elementary aged children as a support to their 
attendance in worship.  We hope you will find these clipboards a welcoming and supportive 
means of engaging your children during the worship service. 
 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in 
the lots behind the Catholic diocese building and across East Onondaga Street.  For those able to 
walk a short distance, parking here will allow those with mobility impairments or small children 
to use the spots directly in front of the church. 

 Some Things You Ought to Know  
 

TODAY following worship:    
• Learning Community 
• Community Time 
• Covenant Community shepherds meeting – Parlor 
 

Plymouth Women are meeting tomorrow at noon (weather permitting) at Onondaga Free 
Library on West Seneca Turnpike.  Bring a lunch and a snack to share.   All women are invited.    
If you are not on the “call list” or want more information, contact Peggy Kinner, Anne Frank or 
Tina Goodall. 
 

Next Sunday - Bring your walking shoes (spiritual walking shoes, that is!) to church because 
after worship everyone from every age to every stage in life will gather together in Memorial 
Hall and make preparations for our upcoming Lenten Journey. This is a journey that’s too good 
for anyone to miss out on! Get ready to learn and experience where the geography of the feet 
meets the geography of the soul. 
  

Weekly Lenten Study begins on Sunday, February 18:  Each Sunday in Lent, immediately 
following worship we’ll spend 30-40 minutes together discussing and reflecting on a short 
section of the book Love Big, Be Well by Winn Collier. (More details to follow in the February 
Plymouth Story.)  You may purchase your copy of the book from the church office for $12 ... or 
pick one up on Sunday mornings in church between now and mid-February as long as supplies 
last!  (Don’t let the cost keep you from participating. If that’s a concern, just speak to Craig 
French.) 
 

The 2018 UCC Lent Devotional Book Lovers and Fools, written by UCC authors, is available on 
the table in the back of the Sanctuary for a suggested price of $4 each (let us know if that price is 
prohibitive for you!) 
 

Jail Ministry Bread will be available NEXT SUNDAY following worship.  The sale of this bread 
at the cost of $3.00 supports ministry to inmates and programs for the homeless. 
Plymouth’s Food Pantry seeks new volunteers, including someone to serve as coordinator. 
Longtime volunteers Leslie Lawrence and Tina Goodall will retire in April. New volunteers are 
needed so the Food Pantry can continue its operation. The Food Pantry serves clients on 

Capital Campaign Update 

We have commitments totaling $734,262. 

$727,537.has been paid on those commitments so far. 

Two months to go to reach our goal!  Keep it up! 
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Thursday mornings. For more information, contact Leslie Lawrence or George Bain, the chair of 
the Board of Deacons. 
 

The pantry is collecting TOOTHBRUSHES during the month of February.  Please place your 
contributions in the box in the back of the worship area. 
 

Photos needed for online directory:   Our online photo directory is a tool to help us better 
know and recognize one another.  If we happened to have a relatively recent photo of you on 
hand, we took the liberty of using it for your entry.  If you don’t have a photo yet, or if you don’t 
like the one we picked, just click HERE to upload your favorite.  Or you can email a high-quality 
file to office@plymouthsyr.org.  Or we’ll be happy to scan a hard copy of a photo you give us and 
upload it for you; just let Kathy Ferro know!   (And if you have questions about the directory, 
give the church office a call.) 
 

In the community: 
• InterFaith Works and Women Transcending Boundaries are sponsoring the 8th annual 

World Interfaith Harmony Assembly, “Voices in Harmony,” on tomorrow from 
6:30pm—8:00pm at Congregation Beth Sholom-Chevra Shas, 18 Patsy Lane (off 
Jamesville Road in Dewitt).  This event is free and open to the public.   Parking and 
handicap parking are available at the Synagogue.  Overflow parking is available at Pebble 
Hill Presbyterian Church with shuttle service to the Synagogue beginning at 5:30pm. 

• The First Unitarian Universalist Society of Syracuse (109 Waring Road) is hosting a 
gender identity conference, Building Beloved Community Beyond the Binary, on 
Saturday, February 10 from 9am—4:30pm.  Registration and more information can be 
found here https://www.eventbrite.com/e/building-beloved-community-beyond-the-
binary-tickets-41545860788. 

  

 THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH 

• Mon. Feb. 5  Plymouth Women – 12noon at Onondaga Free Library 
• Thurs.  Feb. 8  Food Pantry – 10am-12noon - Parlor 
   Bell Choir Rehearsal– 5:30pm – Bell Room 

 Choir Rehearsal – 7pm – Memorial Hall 
• Sun.  Feb. 11  Worship/Chapel Time –10am 

     Introduction to Walking with Jesus: A Lenten Journey –  
     All ages – 11:15am – Memorial Hall 

 Music Notes for February 4, 2018  
Our prelude and offertory solo come from the Moravian church tradition.  The Moravians 
originally came from the present-day Czech Republic, but early on moved to Saxony in present-
day Germany.  A large number of them migrated to America in the late eighteenth century, 
where they formed communities in southern Pennsylvania and North Carolina.  Music was 
always important to them, and there were many composers amongst them who wrote in the 
European styles of Mozart and Haydn.  Abraham Ritter (fl 1810-60) was organist at the 
Moravian church in Philadelphia.  Johann Herbst (1735-1812) was already an established 
composer in Germany before being called to a congregation in Lancaster, PA.  He also served 
congregations in Lititz and Salem, NC.  Not surprisingly, the solo today was originally written in 
German. 
 
George Beverly Shea (1909-2013) was a Canadian-born American gospel singer and hymn 
composer. Shea was often described as "America's beloved gospel singer" and was considered 
"the first international singing 'star' of the gospel world," as a consequence of his solos at Billy 

https://www.instantchurchdirectory.com/submit_photo.aspx?id=3569a13c-b119-4d5b-9a0d-da76c75ed96d
mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/building-beloved-community-beyond-the-binary-tickets-41545860788
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/building-beloved-community-beyond-the-binary-tickets-41545860788
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Billy_Graham
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Graham Crusades and his exposure on radio, records and television. Because of the attendance 
at Graham's Crusades, Shea sang live before more people than anyone else in history.  Our 
communion anthem is probably his most famous composition: 

I’d rather have Jesus than silver or gold. I’d rather be his, than have riches untold. 
I’d rather have Jesus than houses or land. I’d rather be true to his nail-pierced hand 

Than to be the king of a vast domain, and be held in sin’s dread sway. 
I’d rather have Jesus than anything this world affords today. 

I’d rather have Jesus than mere applause. I’d rather be faithful to his dear cause.  
I’d rather have Jesus than worldwide fame. I’d rather be true to his holy name. 

Benjamin Carr (1769-1831) was born in London and came to Philadelphia when he was in his 
twenties, along with his father and brother.  There they established a successful music 
publishing business.  He also wrote many popular and patriotic songs, including “Hail! 
Columbia!” which is the official processional song played for the entrance of the Vice President 
of the United States. Our postlude is a theme and three variations on our closing hymn.  

 About Plymouth  
 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 
abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; 

for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy 
in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking 

risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 
Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all people and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, 
or religious background. 
 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest 
for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the 
sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 
 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 
 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior.  We 
believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church and the 
ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, 
and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that life is too 
short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 

 
 

 
Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 

(315) 474-4836 
plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Billy_Graham

