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Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 
 
 
 

 February 18, 2018 
 Service of the Word  
 First Sunday in Lent 
 10:00 am 

 
 THE GATHERING 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL  

PRELUDE The Lord’s Prayer Plymouth Bells 

*OPENING HYMN God of Grace and God of Glory No. 436 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (by Katherine Hawker, adapted) Michael Chellis 

 One: Those who want to save their lives … 
 All: have good health insurance, 
  pay their bills on time, 
  exercise and eat right … 
 One: Those who want to save their lives 
  will lose them. 
  Those who lose themselves 
  in pursuit of God … 
 All: who abandon the world’s values, 
  who live generously and faithfully, 
  who listen to a voice beyond … 
 One: Those who lose themselves in pursuit of God 
  will find life—life abundant and life unending. 
 All: May we learn the value of loss. 
  May we know the value of life. 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME  Craig French 

 THE REFRESHMENT OF FORGIVENESS 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison) 

  Awesome God,  
  when we catch sight of the totality of your claim on our lives, 
   our believing wavers. 
  When we hear the absurdity of your unbreakable covenant with us, 
   like Sarai and Abram, we laugh. 
  When we face the foolish wisdom of the looming cross, 
   like Peter, we suggest an alternative. 
  Loving God, meet us in our disbelieving. 
  Move us gently into the deep waters of faith. 
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TIME OF SILENCE 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

 One: This is the Good News: 
  God does not renege on the promises made so long ago. 
  God does not reject us; God redeems us. 
  God does not withhold love; God pours it wildly into our lives. 
 All: Forgiven of our sins, 
  filled with hope, 
  living in relationship with God and one another … 
  we are a new people! 
  Thanks be to God! 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*PRAISE SONG (unison – Verses 1, 3, & 5)   
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THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY FOR ALL AGES Kim Looney 

ANTHEM I Will Proclaim Your Name Richard Wienhorst 

SCRIPTURE Mark 8:27-37 (Caesarea Philippi) 

SERMON 

*HYMN “Take Up Your Cross,” the Savior Said No. 204 

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

THE PASTORAL PRAYER  

THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR (unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen. 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Call to Remembrance Richard Farrant 

*DOXOLOGY (unison)  Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, throughout these forty days. 
 Praise Christ, the One, whom God did raise. 
 And praise the Spirit who imparts 
 God’s love in Christ into our hearts. 
 Amen. 

*DEDICATION OF OUR GIFTS 

*CLOSING HYMN O Jesus, I Have Promised No. 493 

*BENEDICTION 

 POSTLUDE Duke Street Richard Knight
  

 

 

 Plymouth Runs on YOU  
 

  GREETER:  Kailyn Wright    LITURGIST:  Michael Chellis 
USHERS:  Bill Bucher and Keith Jakway   ACOLYTE:  Harry Crawford 

FLOWERS given by Tina Goodall in gratitude to the brave young girl who 
made an adoption plan for her son 27 years ago today. 
OFFERING COUNTERS:  Sue Bogucz and Keith Jakway 

 

You can volunteer for many of these ministries via the Plymouth website www.plymouthsyr.org.  Go to the 
“Get Involved” page and click on the link above the choir photo. 

 

http://www.plymouthsyr.org/


4 

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of 
whatever you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans 
for larger or multiple arrangements can always be made. 
 

Accessibility: Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the 
sanctuary.  Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  LARGE 
PRINT BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 

 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of 
the church.  Nursery care is offered at 10:00 am for infants. Sound is piped into Memorial Hall 
next door to the Sanctuary for those who would welcome a space apart. 
 

Worship Clipboards:  Worship clipboards with age-appropriate bulletins and coloring paper 
are available in the back of the Sanctuary for our elementary aged children as a support to their 
attendance in worship.  We hope you will find these clipboards a welcoming and supportive 
means of engaging your children during the worship service. 
 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in 
the lots behind the Catholic diocese building and across East Onondaga Street.  For those able to 
walk a short distance, parking here will allow those with mobility impairments or small children 
to use the spots directly in front of the church. 

  

Mount Hermon 
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 Music Notes for February 18, 2018  
 
We welcome the Plymouth Bells playing our prelude this morning under the direction of Carole 
Brzozowski. 

Richard Wienhorst (1920-2010) was born in Indiana and spent his professional life at Valparaiso 
University where he was the first person to incorporate electronic music into the Lutheran liturgy.  
He studied with Nadia Boulanger in France, and with Howard Hanson at the Eastman School of 
Music, where he earned his doctorate.  Our anthem uses a text from Hebrews 2:12: 

I will proclaim your name to my people;     
In the midst of the congregation I will praise you. 

Richard Farrant (c. 1525-1580) was a member of the Gentlemen of the Chapel Royal and participated 
in the funerals of nobility, including Edward VI and Mary I.  Unlike many composers of the day, he 
also was a playwright and both his musical and stage works were frequently performed for royalty.  
He filled the organ post at St. George’s Chapel, Windsor, where Prince Harry and Meghan Markle will 
be married this May.  Our offertory anthem is in the English Renaissance style in which, for the sake 
of clarity of the text, each syllable gets but one note, unlike the Italian style, in which one syllable can 
be held for many notes. The text is taken from Psalm 25:6-7. 

Call to remembrance, O Lord, thy tender mercy and thy loving kindness, 
Which have been ever of old. 
O, remember not the sins and offenses of my youth, 
But according to thy mercy, think thou on me, O Lord,  
For thy goodness. 

Our postlude is by Richard Knight, a British composer and conductor who has served as Music 
Director at several schools.  You will recognize the hymn tune upon which this chorale prelude is 
based: Duke Street is familiar as From All That Dwell Below the Skies. 

 Some Things You Ought to Know  

 

TODAY following worship:   Don’t forget to get your passport stamp from a Passport Agent! 

• Learning Community 
• Lenten Study – 11:15 - Memorial Hall 

Weekly Lenten Study begins TODAY:  Each Sunday in Lent, immediately following worship we’ll spend 
30-40 minutes together discussing and reflecting on a short section of the book Love Big, Be Well by 
Winn Collier.  There is one copy of the book left – available for $12 from Craig French. (Don’t let the cost 
keep you from participating. If that’s a concern, just speak to Craig.) 

The 2018 UCC Lent Devotional Book Lovers and Fools, written by UCC authors, is available on the 
table in the back of the Sanctuary for a suggested price of $4 each (let us know if that price is 
prohibitive for you!) 

  

Capital Campaign Update 

We have commitments totaling $734,287. 

$727,897 has been paid on those commitments so far. 

The finish line is in sight!  Keep it up! 
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Plymouth ROCKS:   We will be serving lunch at the Rescue Mission on Sunday, February 25.  The 
group will leave Plymouth around 10:15am and will finish serving shortly after 12pm.  Young (ages 12 
and up) and old are welcome! RSVP to Chris Hopkins (christinehopkins03@gmail.com or 315 476-
5139.) ahead of time.  The Rescue Mission needs to have the names of the individuals who are 
volunteering. 

Also, at noon on Sunday, February 25, there will be a Plymouth ROCKS planning meeting.   Bring your 
ideas for spring service projects! 

AND on Wednesday, March 7, from 6 to 7:30 p.m., we have a family-friendly opportunity to sort and 
pack diapers at the CNY Diaper Bank at their NEW location at Shoppingtown Mall. This is an event for 
ages 6 and up, but the Diaper Bank also has a small play area suitable for toddlers and little 
ones. Contact Lisa Neerukonda for more details at (Lisa.Kelly115@gmail.com or 781-572-1208).  

Plymouth’s Food Pantry seeks new volunteers, including someone to serve as coordinator. Longtime 
volunteers Leslie Lawrence and Tina Goodall will retire in April. New volunteers are needed so the Food 
Pantry can continue its operation. The Food Pantry serves clients on Thursday mornings. For more 
information, contact Leslie Lawrence or George Bain, the chair of the Board of Deacons. 

The Food Pantry is collecting TOOTHBRUSHES during the month of February.  Please place your 
contributions in the box in the back of the worship area. 

Coming to Plymouth Congregational Church, Sunday March 4, 3:00 PM: 

Syracuse Vocal Ensemble presents Nature Beckons with guest conductor, Ryan Endris, performing 
Britten’s Five Flower Songs and the Choral Dances from Glorianna, Stanford’s The Blue Bird and 
Morley’s beloved English Madrigals and featuring Argento’s Walden Pond with harp and cellos. 

Tickets: Adults $20, Students 12 and over $5, Under 12 free 

Tickets and Information 315-450-7887, www.SyracuseVocalEnsemble.org 

Additional performance Saturday March 3, 7:30 PM, OCC Recital Hall, AcademicII/Performing Arts 
Center, 4585 W. Seneca Tpke, Syracuse 13202 

 I-81& the Common Good:  A free forum about dismantling racism in the I-81 replacement process is 
being presented at May Memorial Unitarian Universalist Society of Syracuse on Sunday, March 4, 4-
6pm.  Get information and let your voice be heard.  More info on the bulletin board. 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH 

• Mon. Feb. 19 CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
• Tues. Feb. 20 Deadline for March Plymouth Story 

 Church Council – 5:30pm – Parlor 
 Board of Christian Formation – 7:00pm – Parlor 

• Thurs.  Feb. 22 Food Pantry – 10am-12noon - Parlor 
 Bell Choir Rehearsal– 5:30pm – Bell Room 
 Choir Rehearsal – 7:00pm – Memorial Hall 

• Sun.  Feb. 25 Worship –10am 
 Serving lunch at the Rescue Mission – depart at 10:15am 
 Learning Community – 11am 
 Lenten Study – 11:15am – Memorial Hall 
 Plymouth ROCKS Planning Mtg. – 12noon – Parlor 

  

mailto:christinehopkins03@gmail.com
mailto:Lisa.Kelly115@gmail.com
tel:(781)%20572-1208
http://www.syracusevocalensemble.org/
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 About Plymouth  

 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 
abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; for 
immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy in a 
hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for 

God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 
Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all people and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, 
or religious background. 
 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest 
for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the 
sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 
 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants without 
documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 
 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior.  We 
believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church and the 
ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, 
and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that life is too 
short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 

 
 

 Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 

(315) 474-4836 
plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 

 


