
 

*Please rise if you are able 

Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

  Service of the Word 
  April 1, 2018 

  EASTER SUNDAY 
  10:00 am 

 

 

 No one saw Christ rise from the dead. 
 The apparitions could be illusory. 
 The empty tomb does not prove much. 
 One believes in the Resurrection 
 or one does not believe in it.... 
 Let us not believe too easily! 
 ... A living Christ, present— 
 that changes everything.  
 One no longer knows 
 where the limits of the universe are. 

  (Carthusian Novice Conferences) 

 THE GATHERING 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

PRELUDE Te Deum Marc-Antoine Charpentier 
 Sonata Pian e Forte Giovanni Gabrieli 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN         Christ the Lord is Risen Today No. 233 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  (by Janet Morley, adapted)Maria Polsinelli  

 One: When we are all despairing; 
   when the world is full of grief; 
  when we see no way ahead, 
   and hope has gone away: 
 ALL: Roll back the stone! 

 One: Although we fear change; 
   although we’re not ready; 
  although we’d rather weep 
   and run away: 
 ALL: Roll back the stone! 

 One: Because we’re coming with the voiceless; 
   because we hope where hope is vain; 
  because you call us from the grave 
   and show the way: 
 ALL: Roll back the stone! 
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  The Alleluia ribbons, buried since Ash Wednesday, have been unburied!  
   Once you receive your ribbon, join in singing the Praise Song. 
 
*PRAISE SONG        A Repeating Alleluia Calvin Hampton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME  Craig French 

PRAYER FOR EASTER (by Susan Durber, modeled after e. e. cummings) 

 ALL: We thank you God for this amazing day, 
  when our hearts dance like the shining sun, 
  when all the world leaps with life 
  and the great, infinite wonders of the earth 
  shout their “yes!” to you. 

  We who have seen death, 
  who have heard the story of the cross 
  and sorrowed deep at the world’s pain, 
  we have come to life again 
  in the life of your Son. 

  We thank you God for this amazing day, 
  when the evil in us lies down dead, 
  and the good in us is born again. 
  This is the birth day of life and love and goodness. 

  This is the amazing day, 
  when our Savior rose, 
  when the earth released him, 
  when the heavens echoed the praise of earth, 
  on this great day. 

  Alleluia! to our leaping, rising, lively, infinite, God. 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 
The traditional Easter greeting is “Christ is risen!”   and the response is “He is risen indeed!” 

  

Used by permission 
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*PRAISE SONG  One More Step 
 (verses 1, 2, 5) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STORY FOR ALL AGES  +  PRAY-GROUND Kim Looney 

After the Story for All Age, all children and youth are invited to participate in the PrayGround 
in the space at the front, right-hand side of the sanctuary. The PrayGround is a dedicated 

space for them to quietly and creatively interact with the day’s theme. 

THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

*THE EASTER GOSPEL Matthew 28:1-10  New Living Translation 

*EASTER ACCLAMATION  Halle, Halle, Halle 
  

 
 
 

ANTHEM Blow Golden Trumpets Walter Wild 

THE EASTER SERMON 
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*HYMN Lift High the Cross No. 198 

Children and youth are invited to the bell table and  
will return to their seats following the hymn. 

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

HANDBELL ANTHEM Prayer Michael Bedford 

THE EASTER PRAYER 

THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen. 

HANDBELL ANTHEM Exaltation Michael Bedford
  Carole Brzozowski, director 

 OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                 Sing We with a Merry Heart Robert Wetzler   

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

 Let trumpets sound and voices sing! 
 Let all on earth their praises bring! 
 For Christ has conquered sin and death 
 and given life eternal breath.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*CLOSING HYMN  Jesus Christ is Risen Today No. 240 

*BENEDICTION 

*POSTLUDE    Hallelujah Chorus from “Messiah” G. F. Handel 

All are invited to come forward to join in the singing of this chorus.  
 Musical scores are available in the pews and in the front.   

Sopranos and Basses stand together on the Pulpit side.  
Altos and Tenors stand together on the Organ side. 

 
   

 
With thanks to today’s instrumentalists: 

 

Schuyler Conto, trumpet; Keith Johnson, alto trombone; Nicolas Abelgore, tenor trombone; 
Randall Boyer, bass trombone; Matthew Goettel, timpani 
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 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

GREETER: Kailyn Wright    LITURGIST:  Maria Polsinelli 
USHERS: George Bain, Frank Leonard, and Luckner Morange 

    ACOLYTE:   Harry Crawford    COMMUNITY TIME:  Hall-Pasinski Family 
OFFERING COUNTERS:  Sue Bogucz and Elaine Wolf 

 

You can volunteer for many of these ministries via the Plymouth website www.plymouthsyr.org.  Go 
to the “Get Involved” page and click on the link above the choir photo. 

 
Hospitality Ministry – Please consider serving as a host for Community Time.  There is a sign-up 
chart in the bell tower entrance.  It’s easy and we’ll help you! 
 
Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of 
whatever you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans for 
larger or multiple arrangements can always be made. 
 
Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  
Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  LARGE PRINT 
BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 
 
Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of the 
church.  Nursery care is offered at 10:00 am for infants. Sound is piped into Memorial Hall next door 
to the Sanctuary for those who would welcome a space apart. 
 
Worship Clipboards:  Worship clipboards with age-appropriate bulletins and coloring paper are 
available in the back of the Sanctuary for our elementary aged children as a support to their 
attendance in worship.  We hope you will find these clipboards a welcoming and supportive means 
of engaging your children during the worship service. 
 
There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the 
lots behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking here will 
allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in front of the 
church.  

http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
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Flowers 2018 
 

The Easter plants and Good Samaritan Fund contributions are given by: 

Funmi Afelumo – God’s House is Beautiful 

The Allen Family in gratitude for Plymouth Choir, past and present 

George Bain in loving memory of Caroline D. Bain 

The Balduf/Townley Family – celebrating God’s grace 

Harold Bristol in remembrance of my dear Noni 

Doreen and Michael Chellis in memory of our loved ones who have passed on 

Tim and Kathleen Deters-Hayes in memory of Margaret Deters, Joan Deters, and Edward Hayes 

Christine Dunne – this Easter we remember David Laubenstein and celebrate his new life in heaven 

Kathy Ferro in gratitude for Mom’s and Dad’s safe move to Syracuse 

Lori and Maurice Forrester – Alleluia! 

Dawn Franits in memory of my much loved son, Sean Johnson 

Anne Frank in memory of Les and Jack 

Craig and Barbara French in memory of our parents and in appreciation of the Plymouth 
congregation and staff 

Barbara Genton – remembering the Gentons:  Ed, Hazel, Nick, Jane 

Charles and Leslyn Goodrich – wonderful being with new friends and a welcoming church 

The Gwin/Pinyoun Family – Joy comes in the morning! 

The Hall/Pasinski Family in honor of the students at Parkland and for hope in a time of trial 

Susan and Richard Hawks – thank you, Kathy Ferro, for your always cheerful and able assistance 

Pat and John Hottenstein  

Richard Jaeger – Hallelujah! 

Linda and Scott Kraemer with fond Easter memories and with hope that the coming of Spring 
promises 

George and Leslie Lawrence in loving memory of Donald W.  Emig and George P. Lawrence 

Frank Leonard – for Plymouth staff volunteers 

Laura Masuicca and Charlottee Vallejo in honor of mothers; those by our sides; those in our hearts 

David Michel in honor of Michel, Minsch, and Liuzzi families 

Cindy Perrine in memory of Glodine, Robert and Mark Perrine 

Kelly Tooley 

Bob Watrous and Luis Morales in memory of our parents, Mary Lou and Bill Watrous, Maria and 
Santos Morales, my sister Margarita Morales and brother Santos Morales, Jr., and in honor of our 
beautiful and loving step-mom Barbara Watrous 

Tom and Chris Welch in memory of our parents and Chris’ sister and her husband 

Sarah Wright – Praise God who makes all things new! 
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 Some Things You Ought to Know  
 

 

TODAY following worship:   Community Time in Memorial Hall.  Don’t forget to get your FINAL 
passport stamp from a Passport Agent! 
 
Next Sunday we will continue our celebration of Easter with Bach’s Easter cantata, Christ Lay in 
Death’s Bonds, performed by the Baroque Ensemble of the Syracuse University’s Setnor School 
of Music under the direction of Janet Brown and Joseph Downing.   Invite your friends to enjoy 
this service with voices, strings, brass and organ. 
 
Plymouth ROCKS - Earth Day service Activity:  Plymouth ROCKS and the Christian Formation 
Board are teaming up with the Downtown Committee of Syracuse for an Earth Day Clean Up on 
Saturday, April 21st at 10:30 AM. We’ll gather at 217 Montgomery Street and begin our clean-
up there. There is no age limit for this service activity, and ALL ARE WELCOME!  You get a free t-
shirt if you sign up by TODAY! You can contact the Church Office or check out the April 
Plymouth Story for more details and to sign up for a shirt – don’t miss out!   
 

We will be serving lunch at the Rescue Mission on Sunday, April 22.  The group will leave 
Plymouth around 10:15am and will finish serving shortly after 12pm.  Young (ages 12 and up) 
and old are welcome! RSVP to Chris Hopkins (christinehopkins03@gmail.com or 315 476-
5139.) ahead of time.  The Rescue Mission needs to have the names of the individuals who 
are volunteering. 
 
Plymouth Women are meeting at noon, Monday, April 9 at Onondaga Free Library on West 
Seneca Turnpike.  Bring a lunch and a snack to share.   All women are invited.    If you are not on 
the “call list” or want more information, contact Peggy Kinner, Anne Frank or Tina Goodall. 
 
Sunday, April 8th, 11:00-12:30 – Family Faith Formation:  All families with young children 
and youth are invited to the third floor to share a meal together and to explore what the 
Resurrection means for us today. We will learn how God calls us to “do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with our God” (Micah 6:8) so that our gifts and resources can help 
bring new life to families around the world through the work of Heifer International. 
  

Plymouth’s Food Pantry seeks new volunteers, including someone to serve as coordinator. 
Longtime volunteers Leslie Lawrence and Tina Goodall will retire in April. New volunteers are 
needed so the Food Pantry can continue its operation. The Food Pantry serves clients on 
Thursday mornings. For more information, contact Leslie Lawrence or George Bain, the chair of 
the Board of Deacons. 
 

The Food Pantry is collecting SHAMPOO during the month of April.  Please place your 
contributions in the box in the back of the worship area. 
 

Capital Campaign Update 

We joyfully celebrate the conclusion of our three-year Bold Vision...Bold Witness 

capital campaign. The generosity of the people of Plymouth Church exceeded all 

expectations. On 106 commitments totaling $734,312, we have received payments 

of $734,827. Thanks be to God for your faith in Plymouth's future. 
 

 

mailto:christinehopkins03@gmail.com
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Alliance of Communities Transforming Syracuse (ACTS) Annual Spring Banquet:  Get your 
tickets today to sit at one of Plymouth’s tables on Tuesday, April 24 at 6pm at Drumlins Country 
Club!   Support the important work of our partner organization and come celebrate our very 
own Nancy Gwin who will receive the ACTS Volunteer Leader Award.  Tickets are $65 (checks 
payable to Plymouth.)   Contact the church office or speak to Gert Danzy (315-491-7650.) 

 Want to stay informed about the news and events at Plymouth Church?  Sign up for Plymouth’s 
weekly email newsletter by contacting George Bain at georgesbain@aol.com and provide your 
email to the church office (office@plymouthsyr.org) in order to receive the monthly newsletter 
The Plymouth Story. 

 THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  
• Thurs.  April 5  Bell Choir Rehearsal – 5:30pm - Sanctuary 
   Choir Rehearsal – 7:00pm – Memorial Hall 
• Sun.  April 8  Worship/Communion/Chapel Time –10am 
    including Bach’s Easter cantata, Christ Lay in Death’s   
    Bonds, performed by the Baroque Ensemble of the  
    Syracuse University’s Setnor School of Music 
   Family Faith Formation – 11am – 3rd floor 
   Forum – The Poor People’s Campaign – 11:15am –  
    Memorial Hall 

 About Plymouth  

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 
abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; 

for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy 
in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking 

risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all people and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, 
or religious background. 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest 
for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the 
sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior.  We 
believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church and the 
ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, 
and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that life is too 
short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 

 

 
Rev. Craig French, Pastor 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 
Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 
Mark Johnson, Sexton 

 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 
(315) 474-4836 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
 

mailto:georgesbain@aol.com

