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 THE GATHERING 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

 

PRELUDE Come, Holy Ghost Dieterich Buxtehude 

  

 

*OPENING HYMN Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling No. 59 

 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Christine Dunne and Rich Jaeger

  (by John Birch, adapted—really, really adapted)   
   

 One: The Spirit came and your Church was born, 
 All: in wind and fire and words of power. 
 
 Left: Spirit of life, 
 Right: fill our emptiness with your fullness. 
 Left: Spirit of power, 
 Right: stir our hearts afresh. 
 
 One: The Spirit came, blowing fear aside, 
 All: and in its place, faint hearts grew bold. 

 
 Left: Spirit of love, 
 Right: touch us and, through us, all our neighbors. 
 Left: Spirit of creativity, 
 Right: quicken and direct the gifts you bestow on us. 
 
 One: The Spirit came, as your word foretold, 
 All: with dreams and signs, visions and wonders. 
 
 Left: Spirit of peace, 
 Right: empower us to bring healing and justice to the world. 
 Left: Spirit of eternity, 
 Right: draw us ever deeper into Yourself. 
 
 One: The Spirit came and is here today, 
 All: bringing unity out of confusion, babble and discord. 



WORDS OF WELCOME  Craig French 

 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (by Katherine Hawker, adapted) 

 One: The Spirit comes with fire of justice, 
 All: and we offer the extinguisher of complacency. 
  God, have mercy. 
  Christ, have mercy. 
 One: The Spirit comes with the rain of love, 
 All: and we offer an umbrella of stoic reserve. 
  God, have mercy. 
  Christ, have mercy. 
 One: The Spirit comes bearing fresh winds of change, 
 All: and we close the windows. 
  God, have mercy. 
  Christ, have mercy. 
 
 
SILENT PRAYER 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

 

 

*PRAISE SONG Draw the Circle Wide  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney 

 

 
 

 THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

 
 

SCRIPTURE Acts 2:1-17  

 

 Reader 1: When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 
  And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent  
    wind, 
   and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.  
   Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them,  
   and a tongue rested on each of them. 
   All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 
   and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
 
 Reader 2:  Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven 
   living in Jerusalem. 
   And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 
   because each one heard them speaking in their own native language.  
   Amazed and astonished, they asked, 
 
 ALL:  “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?  
   How is it then that each of us hears them speaking  
   in our very own language, 
   telling about God’s deeds of power?” 
 
 Reader 1: All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 
 
 ALL: “What does this mean?” 
 
 Reader 2: But others sneered and said, 
 
 ALL: “They are filled with new wine.” 
 
 Reader 1: But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, 
 
 Reader 2:  [People] of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem,  
   let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 
   Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, 
   for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 
   No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 
 Reader 1: In the last days, God declares,  
 
 ALL:   I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
   and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,  
   and your young shall see visions, 
   and your old shall dream dreams. 
 

 



ANTHEM The Lone, Wild Bird David Johnson 

 

 

SERMON 

 

 

*HYMN Hymn to the Spirit  

    
You fill up my senses 

Like a night in a forest 

Like the mountains in springtime 

Like a walk in the rain 

Like a storm in the desert 

Like a sleepy blue ocean 

You fill up my senses 

Come fill me again 

 

Come let me love you 

Let me give my life to you 

Let me drown in your laughter 

Let me die in your arms 

Let me lay down beside you 

Let me always be with you 

Come let me love you 

Come love me again 

 

. 

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

 

THE PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 

forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
  

 

 OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

Today we are receiving a special offering for the ongoing work of the United Church of Christ: The 
Strengthen the Church Offering.  Checks made out to Plymouth and marked Strengthen the Church, or 
any offering put in the specially marked envelopes in the pews, will help the UCC fulfill its commitments 

to creating a just world for all by investing in new ministries and practices that meet the emerging 
needs of local communities. Offerings not so marked will go to do all that same work and more locally, 

here at Plymouth. 

 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Breath of the Spirit Joseph Downing  



 

 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

 Praise God whose breath fills all the earth 

 Whose love reveals our sacred worth 

 Whose Spirit forms one family 

 Whose grace brings peace and harmony.  Amen. 

 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

 

BLESSING OF THE NEW HYMN BOARD 

 

 

*CLOSING HYMN  Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness No. 286 

 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

 

POSTLUDE    Fugue in G John Stanley 

 
 

    

  



 

Our New Hymn Board:  
A Symbolic Marriage of Diverse Natural Beauty with the Beauty of Music at Plymouth  

 
Our new hymn board is built off the tradition and design of the former board, with contrasting, 
beautiful woods, from different continents. These woods and this hymn board are to represent the 
beauty, diversity, strength, and unity that many experience at Plymouth Congregational Church. To 
me, the hymn, “For the Beauty of the Earth” has always included images of trees, their sounds, their 
seasonal changes, and their contributions to our lives.  
  
Wenge, primarily from Africa, is the foundation, or bottom piece, in this hymn board. It is a dark, 
beautiful, strong wood, with distinctive brown, black, and – sometimes – white streaks. This wood, 
among other purposes, is used in artistic carvings, high-end pianos, premier guitars, and other 
musical instruments. Each year it produces an abundance of rose-pink flowers that occur in clusters.  
 
Blood wood, and its many species, is primarily from Asia and Australia. It is used for the top of the 
hymn board. Blood wood is also a hard, fire-and-disease-resistant, dense wood that has been used 
in a range of farm tools, such as shovels and hatchets, as well as musical instruments and jewelry. 
Its flowers vary widely from green, to yellow, to pink, to bright red.  
 
Purple heart, from Central and South America, was reportedly given its North American name by 
Theodore Roosevelt during the Spanish American War. He was impressed with its strength, 
dependability, and general utility in the construction of wagons to carry supplies and wounded 
soldiers. More than 15 varieties of shrubs and trees, of various sizes, produce purple heart wood. 
This wood varies in color from a deep purple to a dark brown. On the hymn board, it is used to hold 
the numbers in place. 
 
European beech, used for the hymn letters on this board, is a lightly colored, hard wood with brown 
streaks. It has a rather consistent color pattern. This popular tree in Europe is sometimes referred to 
as “the lady of the woods” with its thick, beautiful copper red and deep purple foliage. Beech is also 
found on other continents, including North America, where the wood’s color varies much more 
significantly.  
 
And finally, cherry is a multicolored, Upstate New York, hard wood, also found in other places. It 
forms the major part of the hymn board and is one of my favorites to work with. To me, the beauty 
comes in the diverse way it combines dark, light, reddish and purple lines and patterns. Its spring 
flowers are breathtaking, whether in Upstate New York or Washington, D.C.  Chips of cherry wood 
also make great barbecue smoke. 
 
I hope this hymn board will remind us of the beauty and diversity of the earth each time you see it, 
symbolically focused, here, in the front of our sanctuary. Whether you sing or, like myself, sometimes 
just listen and contribute by not singing, the opening at the top of this new hymn board was designed 
to represent the spirit and activities of Plymouth Church drifting out into the atmosphere of this city, 
this state, and this world.  This spirit is embodied in our collective commitment to better, more 
peaceful, relationships, spiritual development, and social justice.    

 
 
 
 
 
 

Joe Steiner, May 2018 



 
 Plymouth Runs On YOU  

 

GREETER:  Sarah Whitton    LITURGISTS:   Christine Dunne and Rich Jaeger  

USHERS:   Gert Danzy and Sarah VanNorstrand   ACOLYTE:   Harry Crawford 

FLOWERS from Nancy Nancy Winslow to celebrate the lives of Violet and Stanley Bosell and Joyce 

Romano and  

Patty Allen and her family in loving memory of Patty’s father, Stan Reeves 

OFFERING COUNTERS:  Sue Bogucz and Sarah Whitton 
 

You can volunteer for many of these ministries via the Plymouth website www.plymouthsyr.org.  Go 

to the “Get Involved” page and click on the link above the choir photo. 
 

Hospitality Ministry – Please consider serving as a host for Community Time.  There is a sign-up 

chart in the bell tower entrance.  It’s easy and we’ll help you! 
 

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of 

whatever you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans for 

larger or multiple arrangements can always be made. 
 

Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  

Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  LARGE PRINT 

BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 
 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of the 

church.  Nursery care is offered at 10:00 am for infants. Sound is piped into Memorial Hall next door 

to the Sanctuary for those who would welcome a space apart. 
 

Worship Clipboards:  Worship clipboards with age-appropriate bulletins and coloring paper are 

available in the back of the Sanctuary for our elementary aged children as a support to their 

attendance in worship.  We hope you will find these clipboards a welcoming and supportive means of 

engaging your children during the worship service. 
 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the 
lots behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking here will 
allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in front of the church. 

 

  

http://www.plymouthsyr.org/


 
  Some Things You Ought to Know  

 

TODAY following worship:    

 Learning Community 

 Forum – 11:15am – I-81 and Erie Boulevard update with Sam Gordon, Director of  
  Planning and Zoning, Town of Dewitt 
 
Plymouth will be collecting the special Strengthen the Church Offering today. Your support of this 
offering will help the UCC fulfill its commitments to creating a just world for all by investing in new 
ministries and practices that meet the emerging needs of local communities. 
 
CNY Diaper Bank's Mother’s Day diaper drive:   Many parents in our community struggle to pay 
for the diapers their babies need.   Plymouth will help by participating in the Mother’s Day diaper 
drive.  Please bring a pack of diapers, any size, to worship through May 27 to add to the collection 
box.   
 
Plymouth ROCKS: We will be serving lunch at the Rescue Mission on Sunday, May 27.  The group 
will leave Plymouth around 10:15am and will finish serving shortly after 12pm.  Young (ages 12 and 
up) and old are welcome!   AND, with spring upon us, please note the dress code:   close-toed 
shoes (no sandals), long pants, capris or shorts to the knees, and no tank tops.  RSVP to Chris 
Hopkins (christinehopkins03@gmail.com or 315 476-5139.)  
 

We are sponsoring an outreach event on Saturday, June 2, between 10:00 am and 2:00 pm to do 
landscaping to prepare one of the individual homes, located at 210 Bellevue Ave. (NOTE UPDATED 
ADDRESS!), being built by A Tiny Home for Good.   If you can participate, or need a ride, contact 
Norm Hatt (315-481-4557) or Kathy Ferro in the church office. 
 
Needed -  reusable cloth bags: The Food pantry is requesting donations of reusable cloth bags to 
give to clients. Stronger bags with handles will make it easier for clients to carry food, be more 
sustainable for the pantry and the environment.  Any assistance you can give us will be very much 
appreciated. Thank you! 
 

The Food Pantry is collecting LOTION during the month of May.  Please place your contributions in 
the box in the back of the worship area. 
 

CNY Pride Parade Coordinator Sought:  The deacons seek someone(s) to coordinate Plymouth's 
participation in this year's CNY Pride Parade, set for Saturday, June 16. Plymouth customarily has a 
contingent march behind a church banner in the parade and then staffs an information booth at the 
Pride Festival that follows the parade. If you're interested, please contact George Bain. 
Summer Picnics:  The deacons revived the summer picnic tradition last summer and picnics will 
continue this summer. Juliet and Keith Giglio will host the July picnic at their home in Manlius on 
Wednesday, July 18. Susan and Richard Hawks will host the August picnic at their home in Syracuse 
on a date to be determined. The deacons extend thanks to our hosts. 
 
Calling all graduates!  Is someone in your home graduating from high school, college or grad 
school this spring?  If so, let us know who they are, from where they are graduating and what’s next 
so we can celebrate and recognize them in the June Plymouth Story as well as during worship on 
June 10. 
  

mailto:christinehopkins03@gmail.com


 
POOR PEOPLE’S CAMPAIGN: 40 days of action have begun for the Poor People’s Campaign: A 
National Call for a Moral Revival.  Each week there will be a rally and non-violent direct action in 
Albany at the State Capitol [May 21, 29 (Tuesday), June 4, 11, 18].  At the end of the six weeks, 
there will be a mass rally in Washington, DC (June 23).  In Syracuse, there will be Mass Meeting 
Watch Parties on Sunday evenings (6:00-8:00 p.m.) at University United Methodist Church, 324 
University Ave.  Teach-in Tuesdays and events on Thursdays are being scheduled.  To stay up-to-
date on details, visit https://www.facebook.com/cnyppc/ (You do not need to join Facebook to see the 
page.) Send a message to cnypoorpeoplescampaign@gmail.com to be added to the email list.  More 
details to follow in the June Plymouth Story. 
 
Volunteers needed at the Duck Race to End Racism:  This free, fun, family festival is on Saturday, 
June 9 at Syracuse’s Inner Harbor. Volunteers are needed for 3 shifts as well as a unique opportunity 
to work the Terra MakerHall activities – hands-on science, technology, engineering and math 
activities: 8am – 11am, 11am – 3pm, 3pm – 7pm OR Terra MakerHall tables – 10am – 4:30pm. 
Email gsanders@interfaithworkscny.org to sign up for a shift. 
 
THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

 Mon. May 21  Deadline for June Plymouth Story 

 Thurs. May 24 Food Pantry – 10am – 12noon - Parlor 
 Bell Choir Rehearsal – 5:30pm – Sanctuary 

   Choir Rehearsal – 7:00pm – Memorial Hall 

 Sun.  May 27  Worship/Chapel Time –10am 
   Serving lunch at the Rescue Mission – depart 10:15am 
   Community Time 
   (No Learning Community) 
 
 
 

  



 Music Notes for May 20, 2018  
  

Today we begin our celebration of Pentecost with Dieterich Buxtehude’s (1637-1707) chorale prelude on 
“Come, Holy Spirit.”  Buxtehude is believed to have been born in Helsingborg, Skane, which is now part of 
Sweden.  He considered himself Danish, and lived most of his life in Lubeck, which was then part of Denmark, 
but is now part of Germany.  He was the most important organist/composer of the North German school in the 
mid-baroque period, and the young Johann Sebastian Bach walked 200 miles to study with him.  Our prelude 
takes what would have been a familiar hymn tune and ornaments it. 
 

David Johnson (1922-1988) did both his Masters (1951) and Doctorate (1956) programs at Syracuse 
University, and returned in 1967 to succeed the legendary Arthur Poister as university organist.  Our anthem is 
his best known choral work which was inspired by seeing a solitary white bird while en route by ship from Los 
Angeles to Bombay – hundreds of miles from the nearest land.  Haunted by the image, Johnson paired an 
American folk tune with a 1925 palindromic (chiastic) text by Richard McFayden: 
 

The lone, wild bird in lofty flight is still with thee, nor leaves thy sight, 
And I am thine! I rest in thee. Great Spirit, come, and rest in me. 
The ends of earth are in thy hand, the sea’s dark deep and far-off land. 
And I am thine! I rest in thee. Great Spirit, come, and rest in me. 
The lone, wild bird in lofty flight is still with thee, nor leaves thy sight. 

 

Our beloved Noni Bristol wrote the text for our offertory anthem: 
 

Breath of the Spirit that we cannot see, Call us to gather now on our knees. 
We may not ask for, neither demand your full attention, just a strong hand. 
Fresh wind of Jesus, be mindful of me. 
 

Warmth of wide world, shine on our days.  Touch us e’er gently; teach us to praise. 
We do not know you; we simply feel soft hands upon us helping us heal. 
Strong, loving Spirit, be mindful of me. 
 

Dry our tears softly, open closed eyes. Hold us in wonder, joy and surprise. 
Yours is the peace the world cannot give. Our hearts embrace, Lord; teach us to live. 
Spirit all holy, be mindful of me. 
 

Call down the wind, Lord; speak to our hearts with all your love in all of its parts. 
We do not see you; we only know your light upon us helping us grow. 
Holy of holies, be mindful of me. 
 

Speaking in tongues, Lord, open our ears. Lighten our sorrows; keep us from fears. 
Just peace of Jesus, freshen our souls. Love us completely; make us more whole. 
Loving advisor, but mindful of me. 
 

Great Spirit, sighing, hold us to thee. Cleanse us of all sin, in faith set free. 
Freedom with passion, serving you here, working as equals; feeling you near. 
Breath of the Spirit, we’re mindful of thee. 

 

John Stanley (1713-1786) assumed his first position as organist at the age of 11. Despite being blind since an 
accident in his infancy, he wrote about 30 voluntaries for organ, and our postlude is from the second to the last 
of these.



 

 About Plymouth  
 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 

abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; for 

immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy in a 

hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for 

God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all people and their gifts 
regardless of gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, 
socioeconomic status, or religious background. 
 
We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the 
quest for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm 
the sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 
 
We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary 
Movement. 
 
We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior.  
We believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church 
and the ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of 
other religions, and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, 
and that life is too short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 
 

 

 

Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 

 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 

(315) 474-4836 
plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 


