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 THE GATHERING 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 

PRELUDE Meditation Arr. A. Bowen and J. Cortez 
 Plymouth Bell Choir Quartet  

*OPENING HYMN Bring Many Names No. 11 

* A CHRISTIAN – JEWISH – MUSLIM CALL TO WORSHIP Gracia Sears 
 (by Kenneth Sehested, adapted) 
    

One:  Of God's Unity, God says in the Holy Qur'an: 
 Say: He is God, the One! God the Self-Sufficient, besought of all! 

All: So invoke the Name of thy Lord 
 and devote thyself to God with complete devotion. 

One:  Of the necessity of love for the neighbor, 
 the Prophet Muhammad - peace and blessings be upon him - said: 

All:  "None of you has faith until you love for your neighbor 
  what you love for yourself." 

One:  Jesus - quoting Jewish Torah - said: 
 "Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is One; 
 you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 
 and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. 
All: This is the first commandment. 

One:  The second is this: 
All: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." 
 There is no other commandment greater than these. 

One:  Say: 
 O People of the Scripture! Come to a common word between us and you: 
All: that we shall worship none but God, 
 and that we shall ascribe no partner unto God, 
 and that none of us shall take others for lords besides God. 

WELCOME  Craig French 
PRAYER 

Eternal God, Creator of the universe, there is no God but You. 
Great and wonderful are Your works, wondrous are your ways. 
Thank You for the many-splendored variety of Your creation. 
Thank You for the many ways we affirm Your presence and purpose, 
     and the freedom to do so. 
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Forgive our violation of Your creation. 
Forgive our violence toward each other. 
We stand in awe and gratitude for Your persistent love 
     for each and all of Your children: Christian, Jew, Muslim, 
     as well as those with other faiths and beliefs. 
Grant to all and to our leaders attributes of the strong: 
     mutual respect in words and deed, 
     restraint in the exercise of power, and 
     the will for peace with justice, for all. 
Eternal God, Creator of the universe, there is no God but You. Amen. 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*PRAISE SONG Draw the Circle Wide  
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Benjamin John Schmidt 
 

Elizabeth Grace Schmidt  
Child of Amy and Benjamin Schmidt 

Goddaughter of Sue Bogucz 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 

LITANY OF BAPTISM 

One: We are gathered to present Elizabeth Grace to the church and to dedicate her to God. 
We are also here to baptize her father, Benjamin John, in the living water of Christ. 
What can we affirm about them? 

Many: That they are both children of God, made in the image of God. 

One: As Elizabeth and Ben grow in our congregation, how will they know that they belong to 
God? 

Many: We will give them our love and include them in the life and ministry of this 
congregation. 

One: How will they learn of the Christian faith? 
Many: We will tell them about Abraham, the father of our faith; about Sarah and Hagar, 

Isaac and Ishmael; about Moses and Miriam who led our ancestors out of 
bondage; about Ruth's example of faithfulness; about the Jewish hope for a 
messiah; about Mary and Joseph's openness to mystery; about the Savior, Jesus; 
and about the history of the church as the people of God. 

One: And what, in turn, will we expect of them? 

Many: We look forward to joining with them at the Lord's Table, sharing with them the 
costs and joys of discipleship, learning and growing with them in the Christian 
pilgrimage, and declaring with one voice our faith in God and God's son, Jesus. 

One: Benjamin, do you desire to be baptized into Christian faith and this Christian 
community? 

Ben: With God as my witness, yes. 

One: Amy and Ben, do you desire to have your child baptized into the Way of Jesus and this 
Christian community? 

 Will you encourage yourselves and your daughter to learn from the wisdom of the 
prophets: doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with God? 

 Will you foster in yourselves and in your child an appreciation for the life and teachings 
of Jesus, in concert with an appreciation for diverse religious traditions and practices? 

Will you teach Elizabeth to honor the faith questions that belong to her throughout her 
life? 

 Will you journey with Elizabeth to discover the wonder of God’s love made manifest here 
this day? 

 Sue, will you do all in your power to support this child and this family in their Christian 
life and growth? 

 And do you, the Plymouth congregation, pledge to work toward creating and maintaining 
a nurturing and challenging Christian environment for this child and family? 

Many: We do, for they belong to us as well. 
One: Then, may God be with us. 
Many: God be with us and help us, today and always.  Amen. 
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THE PRAYER AND ACT OF BAPTISM 

CONGREGATIONAL WELCOME (unison) 

We rejoice in God's empowering love, freely given to each and all. We welcome you, 
newly baptized, into the circle of love in Christ's church. We promise to pray for you, 
to seek the depths of faith with you, to support you, and to love you. We covenant 
with you to love God with all our hearts, minds, souls, and strength, and our 
neighbors as ourselves. Amen. 

BAPTISMAL HYMN (seated) Child of Blessing, Child of Promise No. 325 
(Children will depart for Chapel Time during the singing of the hymn) 

 THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

SCRIPTURE Psalm 133 The Inclusive Bible
 and a Jewish translation  

SERMON “How Good It Is” Jim Brule 
  Jim Kerr-Whitt 
  Mohamed Khater 

Anthem Prayer Michael Bedford 

 Plymouth Bell Choir 

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

THE PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
  

There are several beloved versions of this prayer.  In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different 
versions that many of us have prayed since childhood, we will cycle through the different versions over the 

course of a year.  We will pray using “debts”  
through the end of summer. 

 OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Deportee Woody Guthrie 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

 Praise God whose breath fills all the earth 
 Whose love reveals our sacred worth 
 Whose Spirit forms one family 
 Whose grace brings peace and harmony.  Amen. 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
*CLOSING HYMN  Praise to the Living God No. 8 
*BENEDICTION 
POSTLUDE    Jesu, Joy/Amazing Grace      arr. James Vedder 
 Plymouth Bell Choir 
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We are delighted to welcome Jim Brule, Jim Kerr-Whitt and Mohamed Khater, who represent the 
three great Abrahamic religions. Both in their personal friendship and professional collaboration, they 
demonstrate the value and importance of multi-faith conversation—learning about and from each 
other’s traditions, then finding their own beliefs deepened and sharpened as a result. Far more than 
an interesting pastime, this work is increasingly critical in a time of wanton, calculated indifference 
and incivility to the “other.” 
 
Jim Brule is an ordained Maggid—a spiritual storyteller in the Jewish tradition. While the role of 
Maggid dates back several centuries in the Hasidic movement, Jim is working to add interfaith and 
multicultural dimensions to it. He has a podcast on transformational storytelling called “Storytelling 
Matters” and has just taken early retirement in order to devote more time to this work. 
 
Jim Kerr-Whitt is a retired Baptist pastor, who remains committed to and active in interfaith 
cooperation and social justice. He served churches in Bainbridge, Manlius, Baldwinsville and N. 
Manlius. His wife (who sings with him in a rock band) is a member of Temple Concord. 
 
Mohamed Khater is past president of the Islamic Society of CNY.  He also chairs the board of the 
Rahma Health Clinic (on Syracuse’s South Side) which provides free healthcare to uninsured, 
indigent and underserved adults.  Mohamed recently completed his PhD in Islamic Studies.  He and 
his wife, Magda Bayoumi, have three sons. 

 

 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

LITURGIST:   Gracia Sears 
USHERS:   Frank Leonard and Kailyn Wright     ACOLYTE:   Ray Carr 

FLOWERS given by Michael Chellis and Doreen Todorov “in celebration of  
John and Pat Hottenstein’s and our wedding anniversaries” 

COMMUNITY TIME:  Carole Brzozowski, Stan Ayres and Cara Steiner 
OFFERING COUNTERS:  Sue Bogucz and Elaine Wolf 

 

You can volunteer for many of these ministries via the Plymouth website www.plymouthsyr.org.  Go 
to the “Get Involved” page and click on the link above the choir photo. 

 

Hospitality Ministry – Please consider serving as a host for Community Time.  There is a sign-up 
chart in the bell tower entrance.  It’s easy and we’ll help you! 
 

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of 
whatever you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans for 
larger or multiple arrangements can always be made. 
 

Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  
Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  LARGE PRINT 
BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 
 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of the 
church.  Nursery care is offered at 10:00 am for infants. Sound is piped into Memorial Hall next door 
to the Sanctuary for those who would welcome a space apart. 
 

Worship Clipboards:  Worship clipboards with age-appropriate bulletins and coloring paper are 
available in the back of the Sanctuary for our elementary aged children as a support to their 
attendance in worship.  We hope you will find these clipboards a welcoming and supportive means of 
engaging your children during the worship service. 
 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the 
lots behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking here will 
allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in front of the church.  

http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
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 Some Things You Ought to Know  
 
TODAY following worship:    

• Extended Chapel Time until 12noon 

• Forum – Interfaith Sermon Talkback with Jim Brule, Jim Kerr-Whitt, Mohamed Khater and Craig 
French – 11:15am 

  
You Grew ‘em, Now Share ‘em!  In July and August, members and friends are invited to bring 
flowers from their home gardens or yards as an offering of beauty to God.  Bring them in your own 
vase, or bring them cut and grab a vase from the windowsills in the first floor hallway.  (You can still 
sign up on the Flower Chart or on Signup Genius, send in $25 and we’ll order an arrangement for 
you!) 
 
Learning Community Hiking Trip:  Learning Community families are invited to hike at Charlie Major 
Nature Trail on Saturday, July 7, 10AM-2PM. The trail is only 1.2 miles round-trip, and it’s flat and 
easy for families with young children and strollers. Bring a sack lunch, a water bottle, sunscreen, 
hats, and whatever else you might need for an easy hike and lunch. RSVP to Kim Looney required 
so no one gets left behind.  You can find more details in the July Plymouth Story.  
 
 Plymouth ROCKS:   Plymouth ROCKS will be volunteering at Matthew 25 Farm in LaFayette 
on Saturday, July 14 at 9am, helping to harvest, weed, water, etc. Children are welcome between 
the ages of 5-17, but must be accompanied by a guardian. Contact Lisa Neerukonda to RSVP or for 
more details Lisa.Kelly115@gmail.com or 781-572-1208.)  
  

We will be serving lunch at the Rescue Mission on Sunday, July 22.  The group will leave Plymouth 
around 10:15am and will finish serving shortly after 12pm.  Young (ages 12 and up) and old are 
welcome!   AND, with summer upon us, please note the dress code:   close-toed shoes (no 
sandals), long pants, capris or shorts to the knees, and no tank tops.  RSVP to Chris Hopkins 
(christinehopkins03@gmail.com or 315 476-5139.)  
 
The July potluck picnic is on Wednesday, July 18, from 4 to 8 p.m. at the home of Keith and Juliet 
Giglio, 4915 Bentbrook Drive, Manlius 13104 (it’s off Route 173, near Fayetteville-Manlius High 
School). Bring a dish to pass, your own place setting(s) and a lawn chair.  And it’s a pool party! The 
Giglios have a swimming pool heated to 86 degrees and will provide towels if you forget yours (and 
they’ll have ice cream, too). They will also provide a lifeguard if they know children are coming - 
please let Juliet know by July 15 at 315-682-5501 or julietgiglio@gmail.com.   
The Food Pantry is requesting donations of reusable cloth bags to give to clients. Stronger bags 
with handles will make it easier for clients to carry food, be more sustainable for the pantry and the 
environment.  Any assistance you can give us will be very much appreciated.   We are also collecting 
DEODORANT during the month of June.  Please place your contributions in the box in the back of 
the worship area. 
 
2018 Arts and Crafts Festival, July 27-29:  This is a big fundraising effort for Plymouth so don’t 
miss the opportunity to help in order to ensure its success!  
MANY volunteers are needed to help by baking treats beforehand, setting up and taking down, 
welcoming people to our historic church, selling beverages and baked goods, and collecting 
donations for use of our restrooms.  Sign up today by completing the form in the bulletin and placing 
it in the offering plate or signing up on the master chart at the back of the sanctuary.  If you have 
questions or want more information on how to get involved, please contact Kathy Ferro at 
fergood@twcny.rr.com or 315-481-7281. 
 
Home communion:  If you are unable to be in church on communion Sunday and want to receive 
communion, Keith Jakway will be happy to bring it to you – just give him a call at 315-382-0843.  Or 
email him at Krj1158@aol.com. 

https://www.cnyhiking.com/CharlieMajorNatureTrail.htm
https://www.cnyhiking.com/CharlieMajorNatureTrail.htm
mailto:Kelly.tooley@gmail.com
mailto:christinehopkins03@gmail.com
mailto:julietgiglio@gmail.com
mailto:fergood@twcny.rr.com
mailto:Krj1158@aol.com
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Help us live out our mission of “Welcoming All” by signing up to usher, greet, host 
community time or contribute flowers:    

1) Visit our website:  www.plymouthsyr.org 
2) At the top of the screen, click on:  GET INVOLVED 
3) Scroll down to GREETERS, USHERS and HOSPITALITY VOLUNTEERS 
4) click on SIGN UP 
5) Scroll down to the date of your choice and click on SIGN UP next to the ministry of your 

choice 
6) Click on SUBMIT AND SIGN-UP 
7) Add your contact info and you are all set to go! 

 
THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Mon. June 25 Food Pantry – 2pm – 4pm – second floor 

• Sat. June 30 Board of Christian Formation Retreat, 10am, Franklin Square 

• Sun.  July 1 Worship/Communion/PrayGround – 10am 

 About Plymouth  
 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 
abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; for 
immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy in a 
hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for 

God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 
Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

 
We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all people and their gifts 
regardless of gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, 
socioeconomic status, or religious background. 
 
We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the 
quest for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm 
the sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 
 
We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary 
Movement. 
 
We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior.  
We believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church 
and the ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of 
other religions, and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, 
and that life is too short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 
 

 Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor 
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 
(315) 474-4836 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 

 

http://www.plymouthsyr.org/

