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Within these walls we sit surrounded by numberless generations. 
Our ancestors built (this church) as a visible sign of God’s presence in their midst. 
Throughout our long history, our endless wanderings it has endured, 
 a beacon of truth, love, and justice for all humanity. 
Its presence guided our ancestors to lives of righteousness, 
 holding up to them a vision of their truest selves. 
Now we, in our turn, come into this sanctuary to affirm the sacredness of our lives. 
May we enter this place in peace. 
May holiness wrap around us as we cross its threshold. 
Weariness, doubt, the flaws within our human hearts, the harshness of the week— 
 let these drop away at the door. 
In the brightness of (our Sabbath), 
 let peace settle upon us as we lift our hearts in prayer. 

      adapted from A Reform Siddur (Prayer Book) 
 

  PREPARING TO MEET GOD 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

PRELUDE 

INVOCATION (from Celtic Benediction, by J. Philip Newell) Sarah Whitton 

 ALL: In the beginning, O God, 
  your Spirit swept over the chaotic deep like a wild wind 
   and creation was born. 
  In the turbulence of my own life 
   and the unsettled waters of the world today 
  let there be new birthings of your Spirit. 
  In the currents of my own heart 
   and the upheavals of the world today 
  let there be new birthings of your mighty Spirit. 

* HYMN 273    Praise with Joy the World’s Creator   

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS   The Rev. Emily McNeill 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*PRAISE SONG   

God’s still speaking, always speaking. 
Do you hear? Do you hear? 

Trust and you will hear God, crying out for justice. 
God is love. Always love. 

* Please rise if you are able 
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LISTENING FOR GOD 

PRAYER #861     

SILENT PRAYER 

WORDS OF GRACE and ASSURANCE  

SCRIPTURE   Isaiah 58:6-12 (New Living Translation) 
     1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

SERMON 

RESPONDING TO GOD 

*HYMN 575     O for a World 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

THE SAVIOR’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  

THE OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, you saints, who summer love, 
Refreshing gift from God above; 
A time of rest for soul and mind, 

A time in Christ to grow more kind. 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*HYMN 76     Sent Forth by God’s Blessing  

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 

   
 

 During the summer months, the hymns and prayers will be listed in the bulletin insert. 
 
 

 We extend our gratitude to the following people who are leading us in worship  
 during the month of July: 

 
John Hottenstein 

Scott Looney 
Emily McNeill 
Jim Tschudy 

 
For Emergency Pastoral Care during the month of July, contact the church office or the following 
caregivers as noted: 
July 2-9 Dave Pasinski  (315-663-1330, 315-637-7934) 
July 14-21 John Hottenstein (315-263-0609, 315-474-6214) 
July 27-29 Dave Pasinski  (315-663-1330, 315-637-7934) 

Please do not discard this bulletin! 

If you don’t want to take it home with you, please place it on the table 

by the door at the end of the service for use throughout July. 
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 Some Things You Ought to Know  
 

THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP:    
Rev. Emily McNeill is leading us in worship. She is the Executive Director of the Labor-Religion 
Coalition of New York State. She is also the Coordinator of Justice Ministries for the New York 
Conference of The United Church of Christ. Originally from Fairport, NY, Emily joined the Labor-
Religion Coalition in 2014 as Lead Organizer. Emily is an ordained minister in the United Church 
of Christ. She holds an M.Div. from Union Theological Seminary in New York City, where she was 
a Fellow with the Kairos Center, a national network of grassroots and religious leaders organizing 
to end poverty. Prior to joining LRC, she was pastor of Parkland United Methodist Church and 
associate pastor of First United Methodist Church in Tacoma, WA. Emily has also worked with 
United Methodist Kairos Response, a denominational network advocating for justice and human 
rights in Israel/Palestine. She has a B.A. in journalism from Ithaca College. 

  

Hymns: 273   Praise with Joy the World’s Creator 

     575   O for a World 

           76   Sent Forth by God’s Blessing  

Scripture Isaiah 58:6-12 (New Living Translation) 

   1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

Prayer: #861 
 

Greeter:  Sarah Whitton         Ushers:  Funmi Afelumo and Frank Leonard 

Liturgist:  Sarah Whitton        Community Time:  Bernie Peterson 

Offering Counters:  Sarah Whitton and Elaine Wolf 
 

Our music today is Prelude: Elevation by Louis Vierne, Offertory: Prelude by Cesar Franck, Postlude: 
Gavotte by Samuel Sebastian Wesley. 

 

TODAY following worship:    

• Forum with Rev. Emily McNeill – touching on the Poor People's Campaign, the Labor-Religion 
Coalition and more! 

• Extended Chapel Time and Nursery 

• Furniture moving in preparation for Arts and Crafts Festival 
 

Plymouth is a stop on The Fuller Center for Housing cross country bike tour.   Thirty- two cyclists 
will be camping out in Kirtland Hall Saturday, August 4 – Sunday, August 5.  We are seeking 
volunteers to help prepare and serve dinner to the riders on that Saturday.   Please contact the 
church office if you are interested in helping provide this hospitality.  Other donations welcomed by 
the group are listed in the July Plymouth Story and there is a collection box at the back of the 
sanctuary. 
The Learning Community family hiking trip on the Charlie Major Nature Trail has been 
rescheduled to Saturday, August 4 10AM-2PM.  RSVP to Kim Looney required so no one gets left 
behind.   
 

Syracuse Chiefs Game:  Come to this churchwide, intergenerational event on Sunday, August 12 
when the Syracuse Chiefs take on the Gwinnett Braves at 1:05pm. The cost is $5 per ticket, though 
children who are young enough to not need their own seat do not need a ticket. Please turn in your 
payment to Kim Looney or write a check and include “Chiefs game” in the memo line. Kids age 12 
and under eat free on Sundays! RSVP is required by August 3rd since we have to purchase the 
tickets in advance. Contact Kim Looney to RSVP. 
 

We are requesting school supplies for children in need. This is the best time of year to pick up 
discounted school supplies at Target, Office Max, etc. Suggested items include crayons, pencils, 
highlighters, pocket folders, glue sticks, colored pencils, plastic pencil cases & safety scissors. 
Supplies will be delivered to Syracuse City students. Classrooms always need sanitizing wipes, 
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tissues and filler paper if you happen to see any on sale! There will be a bin in the back of 
the sanctuary. Thank you from the Learning Community kids. 
 

ACTS is starting a monthly book club dealing with “Race Matters”:  Join us on Monday July 30 
at 7 PM at Temple Concord [entrance at rear of parking lot]. 
The first book to be discussed is “Tears We Cannot Stop – A Sermon to White America” by Michael 
Eric Dyson. More information is posted on the bulletin board in the hallway. 
 

Hiroshima Day 2018 – gather behind City Hall Commons at 11:30am on Monday, August 6; 
procession steps off at 12:00noon. 
 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH NOTE:   E. Onondaga St. is CLOSED Friday – Sunday 

• Mon. July 23 Food Pantry – 2pm – 4pm – second floor 

• Fri. July 27 Arts and Crafts Festival 10am – 6pm (more volunteers needed) 

• Sat. July 28 Arts and Crafts Festival 10am – 5pm 

• Sun.  July 29 Outdoor Worship (weather permitting!) – 10am (assistance needed 
  at 9am to help set up outdoor worship!) 

    Arts and Crafts Festival – 10am – 5pm (more volunteers needed) 

 

  ABOUT PLYMOUTH CHURCH  

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 

abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and 

war; for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be 

agents of mercy in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace 

with justice, taking risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor            Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator          Mark Johnson, Sexton 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 

(315) 474-4836 
plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 

 


