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  The desert ammas were subversives.  
  They were subversives as the gospel is subversive … 
  ‘The desert is a place of spiritual revolution, not of personal retreat. 
  It is a place of inner protest, not outward peace. 
  It is a place of deep encounter, not of superficial escape.’ 

 

  Mary C. Earle, The Desert Mothers 
 

   PREPARING TO MEET GOD 
 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

PRELUDE   

INVOCATION (by J. Philip Newell)  Sarah Wright 

 ALL: O God of new beginnings, 
      who brings light out of night’s darkness 

  and fresh green out of hard winter earth, 
  there is barren land between us  
       as people and as nations this day, 
  and there are empty stretches of soul within us. 

  Give us eyes to see new dawnings of promise. 
  Give us ears to hear fresh soundings of birth. 

* HYMN (insert, pg. 6)    Come and Find the Quiet Center   

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS  The Rev. Craig French 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

  Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*PRAISE SONG    

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Please rise if you are able 
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  LISTENING FOR GOD 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION (from The Desert Mothers by Mary Earle) 
 

 ALL: Gracious God, in Jesus you called us to be your friends. 
  Make me a lover of souls, 
  and grant me the teachers I need 
  for this moment in walking the path of life.  Amen. 

SCRIPTURE   Luke 15:1-3, 8-10 (The Message) 

SCRIPTURE RESPONSE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SERMON 

  RESPONDING TO GOD 

*HYMN 521   In Solitude 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE SAVIOR’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
   

THE OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, you saints, who summer love, 
Refreshing gift from God above; 
A time of rest for soul and mind, 

A time in Christ to grow more kind. 
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

      

*HYMN 77   Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing 

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 

    
 

During the summer months, the hymns and prayers will be listed in the bulletin insert. 
  

Please do not discard this bulletin! 

If you don’t want to take it home with you, please place it on the table 

by the door at the end of the service for use through September 2. 

 

Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor            Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator          Mark Johnson, Sexton 

 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 

(315) 474-4836 
plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
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 Some Things You Ought to Know  
 

THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP:   We welcome Glenn Armstrong as our guest organist today while 
Joe Downing is away with family.  Glenn recently retired after more than 35 years as organist and 
music director at The Church of the Assumption. 
 

Hymns: 
   Come and Find the Quiet Center (insert)      
    521 In Solitude 

  77 Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing 
 

Scripture Luke 15:1-3, 8-10 (The Message) 
 

Greeter:   Sarah Whitton     Ushers:  George Bain and Juliet Giglio  
Liturgist:   Sarah Wright   
Flowers given by Tina and Jenny Goodall in memory of their beloved brother and 
  uncle, Fred. 
Offering Counters:  Keith Jakway and Audrey Kane 
 

Our music today is Prelude: Meadow-larks by Amy Beach; Offertory:  Dark is the Night by Amy 
Beach;  Postlude: Come Thou Font of Every Blessing (Nettleton) arranged by Diane Bish.  Kat 
Skafidas is our soloist this morning. 
 
TODAY following worship:   

• Community Time - Memorial Hall 

• Syracuse Chief’s Game – 1:05pm (see Kim immediately following worship) 

Susan and Richard Hawks are excited to host the August Plymouth picnic on Wednesday August 
15, 6:00-8:00pm at 104 Westminster Ave., 13210 in the university neighborhood. Park across the 
street from the house.  Please bring a dish to share, anything you want to grill, your place settings 
and a chair or blanket.  Beverages, cups, a hot grill and s'more ingredients will be provided.  Please 
RSVP to 475-4032 by Monday August 13 so they can buy enough marshmallows.  

Help welcome Interim Pastor John Terry by loaning furnishings et al to his Syracuse apartment!   
There is a sign-up sheet for needed items at the back of the sanctuary or you can contact Linda 
Milosky at milosky@syr.edu or call/text her at 315-657-3540. 

Interested in representing Plymouth on Pride Day at the NYS Fair?  Tabling shifts are available 
between 10am and 6pm on Friday, August 24 and all are invited to participate in that day’s parade 
at 6pm.   Complimentary fair tickets will be provided to people who contact the church office by 
August 20 to claim a shift.    

The Food Pantry is collecting TOOTHBRUSHES during the month of August.  Please place your 
contributions in the basket in the back of the sanctuary. 

Plymouth ROCKS:   We will be serving lunch at the Rescue Mission on Sunday, August 26.  The 
group will leave Plymouth around 10:15am and will finish serving shortly after 12pm.  Young (ages 12 
and up) and old are welcome!   AND, with summer upon us, please note the dress code:   close-
toed shoes (no sandals), long pants, capris or shorts to the knees, and no tank tops.   RSVP to Chris 
Hopkins (christinehopkins03@gmail.com or 315 476-5139.)  

We are requesting school supplies for children in need. This is the best time of year to pick up 
discounted school supplies at Target, Office Max, etc. Suggested items include crayons, pencils, 
highlighters, pocket folders, glue sticks, colored pencils, plastic pencil cases & safety scissors. 
Supplies will be delivered to Syracuse City students. Classrooms always need sanitizing wipes, 
tissues and filler paper if you happen to see any on sale! There will be a bin in the back of 
the sanctuary. Thank you from the Learning Community kids. 

The “Race Matters” Book Club sponsored by ACTS will read “The Hate U Give” for its 4th Monday 
of the month gathering on Monday August 27 at 7 PM.  This session will be held here at Plymouth. 
The highly regarded “The Hate U Give” is a young adult’s book by African-American writer, Angie 

mailto:milosky@syr.edu
mailto:christinehopkins03@gmail.com
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Thomas.  From the book jacket: “Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor 
black neighborhood where she lives and the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy 
balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood 
best friend, Khalil, at the hands of a policy officer. Khalil was unarmed.”  The book is available in 
paperback and through the Onondaga County Public Library system.  A movie based on the novel is 
to be released in October. 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Mon. August 13  Food Pantry – 2pm – 4pm – second floor 

• Tues. August 14  Board of Deacons – 5:15pm – Parlor 

• Wed. August 15  Potluck picnic – 6pm at the Hawks’ (see announcement) 

• Sun.  August 19  Worship/Chapel Time – 10am 
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