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  The desert ammas were subversives.  
  They were subversives as the gospel is subversive … 
  ‘The desert is a place of spiritual revolution, not of personal retreat. 
  It is a place of inner protest, not outward peace. 
  It is a place of deep encounter, not of superficial escape.’ 

 

  Mary C. Earle, The Desert Mothers 
 

   PREPARING TO MEET GOD 
 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

PRELUDE   

INVOCATION (by J. Philip Newell)  Jean Kessner 

 ALL: O God of new beginnings, 
      who brings light out of night’s darkness 

  and fresh green out of hard winter earth, 
  there is barren land between us  
       as people and as nations this day, 
  and there are empty stretches of soul within us. 

  Give us eyes to see new dawnings of promise. 
  Give us ears to hear fresh soundings of birth. 

* HYMN 398 Shadow and Substance   

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS  The Rev. Dr. Marjorie Purnine 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

  Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*PRAISE SONG    

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Please rise if you are able 
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 SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

 Tyler Patrick Ely 
 

 Son of Patty and Patrick Ely 

 Godchild of Kelly Tooley and Melissa Ely 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 

LITANY OF BAPTISM 

One: We are gathered to present Tyler Patrick to the church and to dedicate him to God, 

baptizing him in the living water of Christ. What can we affirm about him? 

Many: That he is a child of God, made in the image of God. 

One: As Tyler grows, how will he know that he belongs to God? 

Many: We will love him and welcome him in the life and ministry of Plymouth. 

One: How will he learn of the Christian faith? 

Many: We will tell him about Abraham, the father of our faith; about Sarah and Hagar, 

Isaac and Ishmael; about Moses and Miriam who led our ancestors out of 

bondage; about Ruth's example of faithfulness; about the Jewish hope for a 

messiah; about Mary and Joseph's openness to mystery; about the Savior, 

Jesus; and about the history of the church as the people of God. 

One: And what, in turn, will we expect of him? 

Many: We look forward to joining with him at the Lord's Table, sharing with him the 

costs and joys of discipleship, learning and growing with him in the Christian 

pilgrimage, and declaring with one voice our faith in God and God's son, 

Jesus. 

One: Patty and Patrick, do you desire to have your child baptized into the Way of Jesus 

and this Christian community? 

Will you encourage yourselves and Tyler to learn from the wisdom of the prophets: 

doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with God?  

Will you foster in yourselves and in your child an appreciation for the life  

and teachings of Jesus, in concert with an appreciation for diverse religious traditions 

and practices? 

Will you journey with Tyler to discover the wonder of God’s love made manifest here, 

in your own home and lives, and in the world at large? 

Will you teach Tyler to honor the faith questions that belong to him throughout his 

life? 

Kelly and Melissa, will you do all in your power to support this child and this family in 

their Christian life and growth? 

And do you, the Plymouth congregation, pledge to work toward creating and 

maintaining a nurturing and challenging Christian environment for this child and 

family? 

Many: We do, for they belong to us as well. 

THE PRAYER AND ACT OF BAPTISM 

CONGREGATIONAL WELCOME (unison) 
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We rejoice in God's empowering love, freely given to each and all. We welcome you, 

newly baptized, into the circle of love in Christ's church. We promise to pray for you, 

to seek the depths of faith with you, to support you, and to love you. We covenant 

with you to love God with all our hearts, minds, souls, and strength, and our 

neighbors as ourselves. Amen. 

BAPTISMAL HYMN No. 325 (seated)      Child of Blessing, Child of Promise  

 (Children will depart for Chapel Time during the singing of the hymn)  

  LISTENING FOR GOD 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION (from The Desert Mothers by Mary Earle) 
 

 ALL: Gracious God, in Jesus you called us to be your friends. 
  Make me a lover of souls, 
  and grant me the teachers I need 
  for this moment in walking the path of life.  Amen. 

SCRIPTURE   Psalm 131 

SCRIPTURE RESPONSE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SERMON 

  RESPONDING TO GOD 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE SAVIOR’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.   
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THE OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, you saints, who summer love, 
Refreshing gift from God above; 
A time of rest for soul and mind, 

A time in Christ to grow more kind. 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION      

*HYMN 75   Lord, Make Me More Holy 

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 

    
 

During the summer months, the hymns and prayers will be listed in the bulletin insert. 
  

Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor            Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator          Mark Johnson, Sexton 

 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 

(315) 474-4836 
plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
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 Some Things You Ought to Know  

THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP:   We welcome Glenn Armstrong as our guest organist today while 
Joe Downing is away with family.  Glenn recently retired after more than 35 years as organist and 
music director at The Church of the Assumption. 

 We also welcome Marjorie Purnine as our preacher this morning and we celebrate the 
baptism of Tyler Ely. 
 

Hymns:  398 Shadow and Substance 
  325 Child of Blessing, Child of Promise (following Baptism) 
  75 Lord, Make Me More Holy 
 

Scripture:   Psalm 131  
 

Greeters:   Cindy Ostuni and Kathy Tryon     Usher:  Gert Danzy  
Liturgist:   Jean Kessner          Community Time:   Kelly Tooley 
Offering Counters:  Sue Bogucz and Elaine Wolf 

Our music today is Prelude: How Deep the Father's Love for Us by Townend, arr. Jeff Bennett; 
Offertory: Liebst du um Schoenheit (If you love for beauty) by Clara Schumann; Postlude: Count Your 
Blessings, arr. Dan Miller.  Kyle Seniw is our soloist this morning. 

TODAY following worship:   

• Community Time - Memorial Hall 

Help welcome Interim Pastor John Terry by loaning furnishings et al to his Syracuse apartment!   
There is a sign-up sheet for needed items at the back of the sanctuary or you can contact Linda 
Milosky at milosky@syr.edu or call/text her at 315-657-3540. 
 

And help John know who we are by wearing your nametag! He starts serving Plymouth 
September 1 and will lead worship September 2. He admits he’s not good with names and urges all 
of us to wear our name tags.  Seeing your nametag helps newcomers know who you are as well and 
will help you put a name to some of the other faces you regularly see on Sunday but aren’t quite sure 
of. The Board of Deacons has approved a new format for name tags, with your first name largely 
printed above your last name. Look for your new name tag and – please – wear it as a sign of your 
warm welcome for John Terry. (If your nametag hasn’t been updated or you don’t have one, let an 
usher know.) 

Interested in representing Plymouth on Pride Day at the NYS Fair?  Tabling shifts are available 
between 10am and 6pm on Friday, August 24 and all are invited to participate in that day’s parade 
at 6pm.   Complimentary fair tickets will be provided to people who contact the church office by 
August 20 to claim a shift.    

Plymouth ROCKS:   We will be serving lunch at the Rescue Mission on Sunday, August 26.  The 
group will leave Plymouth around 10:15am and will finish serving shortly after 12pm.  RSVP to Chris 
Hopkins (christinehopkins03@gmail.com or 315 476-5139.)  

Church Supper on Skaneateles Lake: You’re invited to a summer lakeside supper to benefit 
Plymouth Church. We’ll gather Sunday afternoon, September 2, at the beautiful new camp on 
Skaneateles Lake that George Bain occupies. Bring your bathing suit, towel, kayak, tennis racket and 
balls, and a salad or vegetable dish to pass. Enjoy the lake views and the lake water. Play some 
tennis. Try out the hot tub. We’ll provide snacks, wine, beer, drinks, hamburgers, hot dogs, coneys, 
and dessert and ice cream. 

At the end, we’ll pass the hat for a free will offering to Plymouth. All donations will go to the church to 
support this year’s budget. To get an accurate head count, we ask you to make a reservation. For 
questions, or to make a reservation, contact George Bain or Gary Allen. We’ll start about 3 p.m. The 
lovely lakeside sunset is at 7:37 p.m. 

We are requesting school supplies for children in need. This is the best time of year to pick up 
discounted school supplies at Target, Office Max, etc. Suggested items include crayons, pencils, 

mailto:milosky@syr.edu
mailto:christinehopkins03@gmail.com
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highlighters, pocket folders, glue sticks, colored pencils, plastic pencil cases & safety scissors. 
Supplies will be delivered to Syracuse City students! There will be a bin in the back of the sanctuary. 
Thank you from the Learning Community kids. 

 

The “Race Matters” Book Club sponsored by ACTS will read “The Hate U Give” for its 4th Monday 
of the month gathering on Monday August 27 at 7 PM.  This session will be held here at Plymouth.  

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Mon. August 20  Food Pantry – 2pm – 4pm – second floor 
   DEADLINE for the September Plymouth Story 

• Tues. August 21  Church Council – 5:30pm – Parlor 

• Sun.  August 26  Worship - 10am – Craig’s final Sunday as Bridge Pastor 
   Serving Lunch at the Rescue Mission – depart 10:15am    

 


