
 

Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

  WORSHIP 
  AUGUST 26, 2018 
  10:00 AM 

 

 
 
 

  The desert ammas were subversives.  
  They were subversives as the gospel is subversive … 
  ‘The desert is a place of spiritual revolution, not of personal retreat. 
  It is a place of inner protest, not outward peace. 
  It is a place of deep encounter, not of superficial escape.’ 

 

  Mary C. Earle, The Desert Mothers 
 

   PREPARING TO MEET GOD 
 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

PRELUDE   

INVOCATION (by J. Philip Newell)  Linda Kraemer 

 ALL: O God of new beginnings, 
      who brings light out of night’s darkness 

  and fresh green out of hard winter earth, 
  there is barren land between us  
       as people and as nations this day, 
  and there are empty stretches of soul within us. 

  Give us eyes to see new dawnings of promise. 
  Give us ears to hear fresh soundings of birth. 

* HYMN 516 O Grant Us, God, a Little Space   

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS  The Rev. Craig French 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

  Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*PRAISE SONG    

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Please rise if you are able 
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 LISTENING FOR GOD 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION (from The Desert Mothers by Mary Earle) 
 

 ALL: Gracious God, in Jesus you called us to be your friends. 
  Make me a lover of souls, 
  and grant me the teachers I need 
  for this moment in walking the path of life.  Amen. 

SCRIPTURE   Luke 18:1-8 (New Living Translation) 

SCRIPTURE RESPONSE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SERMON 

*HYMN (insert page 6) You Are Mine  

  RESPONDING TO GOD 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE SAVIOR’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.   

THE OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, you saints, who summer love, 
Refreshing gift from God above; 
A time of rest for soul and mind, 

A time in Christ to grow more kind. 
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION      

SERVICE OF GODSPEED FOR PLYMOUTH’S BRIDGE PASTOR, CRAIG FRENCH 
 
GREETING Jon Preston, Vice-Moderator 
 

VOWS OF RELEASE  

One: On the last Sunday in November, 2017, Craig French began to serve Plymouth as a 

“Bridge” pastor until an “Interim” pastor was called.  For almost ten months Craig has 

been a pastor and teacher to us and lived faithfully among us.  

Many: We thank God for you, Craig, and rejoice that now you can take your seat in choir or 

pew and worship with us. 

Craig: I thank Plymouth Church, its members and friends, for the acceptance, kindness, and 

support shown me these last nine and a half months.  For the mistakes I made during 

that time, I ask forgiveness.  I am grateful for the ways my leadership has been 

received and valued. I carry with me all that we have shared and done together. 

Many: We receive your thankfulness, offer forgiveness, and welcome you again as a 

member of this community of faith. We thank you and thank God for your time 

as our pastor. We ask your forgiveness for our mistakes. Your influence on our 

faith and faithfulness will not leave us at your departure. 

Craig: I forgive you and accept your gratitude, trusting that our time together and our parting 

are pleasing to God. 

One: Do you, the members and friends of Plymouth Congregational Church, release Craig 

from the duties of Pastor? 

Many: We do, with the help of God. 

One: Do you offer your encouragement for his work and life with his family? 

Many: We do, with the help of God. 

One: Do you, Craig, release this church from turning to you and depending on you? 

Craig: I do, with the help of God. 

One: Do you offer your encouragement for the continued ministry here and on the 

relationship with another who will come to serve? 

Craig: I do, with the help of God. 

Many: Thanks be to God. 

 
WITNESS OF THE ASSOCIATION Rev. James Tschudy 

PRAYER AND BLESSING   

*HYMN 82   Go, My Children, with My Blessing (vss. 1-2) 

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 

    
 

During the summer months, the hymns and prayers will be listed in the bulletin insert. 
  

Rev. Craig French, Bridge Pastor            Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator          Mark Johnson, Sexton 

 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 

(315) 474-4836 
plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 

 



4 

 Some Things You Ought to Know  
 

THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP:    
 

Hymns:  516 O Grant Us, God, a Little Space 
   You Are Mine (insert) 
   82 Go, My Children, with My Blessing (vss. 1-2) 
 

Scripture:   Luke 18:1-8 (New Living Translation) 
 

Ushers:  Frank Leonard and Luckner Morange            Liturgist:  Linda Kraemer           
Flowers given by Linda Milosky in honor of Shiu-Kai’s 65th birthday. 
Offering Counters:  Sue Bogucz and Elaine Wolf 
 

Our music today is Prelude: Andante Religioso by Alec Rowley; Offertory: Nimrod by Edward Elgar; 
Postlude: Chaconne by Louis Couperin. 
 

TODAY following worship:   

• Community Time - Memorial Hall 

Help welcome Interim Pastor John Terry by loaning furnishings et al to his Syracuse apartment!   
There is a sign-up sheet for needed items at the back of the sanctuary or you can contact Linda 
Milosky at milosky@syr.edu or call/text her at 315-657-3540. 
 

And help John know who we are by wearing your nametag! He starts serving Plymouth 
September 1 and will lead worship September 2. He admits he’s not good with names and urges all 
of us to wear our name tags.  Seeing your nametag helps newcomers know who you are as well and 
will help you put a name to some of the other faces you regularly see on Sunday but aren’t quite sure 
of. The Board of Deacons has approved a new format for name tags, with your first name largely 
printed above your last name. Look for your new name tag and – please – wear it as a sign of your 
warm welcome for John Terry. (If your nametag hasn’t been updated or you don’t have one, or prefer 
a different style – clip vs. lanyard - make a note on the pad on the table below the nametags.) 
 

We are requesting school supplies for children in need. This is the best time of year to pick up 
discounted school supplies at Target, Office Max, etc. Suggested items include crayons, pencils, 
highlighters, pocket folders, glue sticks, colored pencils, plastic pencil cases & safety scissors. 
Supplies will be delivered to Syracuse City students! There will be a bin in the back of the sanctuary. 
Thank you from the Learning Community kids. 
 
The “Race Matters” Book Club sponsored by ACTS will read “The Hate U Give” for its 4th Monday 
of the month gathering tomorrow, Monday August 27 at 7 PM.  This session will be held here at 
Plymouth.  

 
Church Supper on Skaneateles Lake: You’re invited to a summer lakeside supper to benefit 
Plymouth Church. We’ll gather Sunday afternoon, September 2, at the beautiful new camp on 
Skaneateles Lake that George Bain occupies. Bring your bathing suit, towel, kayak, tennis racket and 
balls, and a salad or vegetable dish to pass. Enjoy the lake views and the lake water. Play some 
tennis. Try out the hot tub. We’ll provide snacks, wine, beer, drinks, hamburgers, hot dogs, coneys, 
and dessert and ice cream. 
After his first Sunday leading worship, that morning, John Terry will join us, so this is your chance to 
get acquainted with our interim minister. At the end, we’ll pass the hat for a free will offering to 
Plymouth. All donations will go to the church to support this year’s budget.  To get an accurate head 
count, we ask you to make a reservation. For questions, or to make a reservation, contact George 
Bain or Gary Allen. 
We’ll start about 3 p.m. The lovely lakeside sunset is at 7:37 p.m. 
 
Help us live out our mission of “Welcoming All” by signing up to usher, greet, host 

community time or contribute flowers:    

mailto:milosky@syr.edu


5 

1) Visit our website:  www.plymouthsyr.org 
2) At the top of the screen, click on:  GET INVOLVED 
3) Scroll down to GREETERS, USHERS and HOSPITALITY VOLUNTEERS 
4) click on SIGN UP 
5) Scroll down to the date of your choice and click on SIGN UP next to the ministry of your 

choice 
6) Click on SUBMIT AND SIGN-UP 
7) Add your contact info and you are all set to go! 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Mon. August 27  Food Pantry – 2pm – 4pm – second floor 
   “Race Matters” Book Club – 7pm - Parlor 

• Thurs. August 30 Youth Group Overnight – 2pm – Friday at 2pm 

• Fri. August 31  Youth depart at 2pm 

• Sun.  Sept. 2  Worship/Communion/PrayGround  - 10am; We welcome  
     the Rev. Dr. John A. Terry as our interim pastor!  
  Church Dinner at Skaneateles Lake – 3pm 

   
  

http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
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