
 

*Please rise if you are able 

Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 
  Service of the Word  
  November 11, 2018 
  Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
  Stewardship Sunday 
  10:00 am 

 

 

 
 THE GATHERING 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

PRELUDE I Believe Frankie Laine 

 Eleanor Russell, solo;  
 David Cowdery, piano 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT  Abigail Otte 

*OPENING HYMN            All People that on Earth Do Dwell No.  7         

*CALL TO WORSHIP   Susan Hawks 

ONE: The generous love of God abounds.   
 ALL: We celebrate and give thanks for God’s infinite love.   

ONE:  The unending grace of God surrounds us.   
ALL:  With great joy, we give thanks for the astounding gift of God’s grace.   

ONE:  The joy of being a child of God encompasses us.   
ALL: With gratitude for a God who knows us by name, we give our thanks.   

ONE:  The steadfast love of God is always present and always ours.   
ALL:  Let us celebrate the overwhelming love of God. Come, let us worship and sing our 

praise!  

*INVOCATION (unison) 
   

O God, your blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of evil 
and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life.  Grant that, having this hope, we 
may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again with power and great 
glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen.  

WORDS OF WELCOME   

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*SONG OF PRAISE  Gloria Patri 
 

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 
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 THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney 

After the story, kids through 3rd grade can head upstairs with Kim for Chapel Time.  

SCRIPTURE Mark 12:38-44  

ANTHEM To Thee, O Lord, Our Hearts We Raise Robert Powell 

SERMON Jesus is Watching  

*HYMN O Spirit of the Living God No. 263 

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

CALL TO PRAYER 
 

One: God be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts. 
Many: We lift our hearts to God. 

One:  Let us pray… 

THE PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us have prayed 
since childhood, we will cycle through the different versions over the course of a year.  We will 

pray the prayer with “sins” through the end of 2018. 

 OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING  

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Consecration Frederick Chatfield 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
Praise God for all that love has done! 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND BLESSING OF THE BLANKETS 

STEWARDSHIP WITNESS  Mack Richardson 

STEWARDSHIP PRAYER (unison) 

Dear God, 

There are times when I don’t know what to do.  That is why I am so glad that you are in 
my life.  When I am torn between what I think is the right thing to do and others are telling 
me differently, I turn to you.  You are never too busy to answer my knock, or ask me to 
leave a voice message.  All you ask of me is “to act justly, to love mercy, and to walk 
wisely before You.”  But I can’t do it alone.  Thank you for giving me my Plymouth 
family.  Together, we can help each other do just that.  Act justly, love mercy, and walk 
wisely before You.  Now it is my turn to help others in my Plymouth family in Syracuse 
and abroad.  May my offering be a delight to your eyes.           Amen. 
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OFFERING OF OUR PLEDGES 

*CLOSING HYMN  The Church’s One Foundation No. 386 

*BENEDICTION 

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

POSTLUDE    Prelude in Classic Style Gordon Young 

    
 

 Joys and Concerns  
In the week ahead, you are invited to pray for: 

 John Jureller  Doug Wolf, recovering from surgery 
 Lee Morris Whitehead  Clita Mae Moore 
 Sue de Lima  Ruth Emmons 
 Nellie Fisher  Mary Lou Ormond 
 Dan  Ed Regan 
 Jamie Shavers  Kath and Barbara 
 The peace that surpasses all understanding, for Diana French, sister-in-law of Craig and 

Barbara French 
 Dave West on his journey toward ordination in the Methodist Church 
 Marilyn Fais and her daughter Heather 

  Plymouth Runs On YOU  

LITURGIST:  Susan Hawks 
USHERS:  Juliet and Keith Giglio   ACOLYTE:  Abigail Otte 

COMMUNITY TIME:  The Board of Deacons 
OFFERING COUNTERS:  Keith Jakway and Elaine Wolf 

You can volunteer for many of these ministries via the Plymouth website www.plymouthsyr.org.  Go 
to the “Get Involved” page and click on the link above the choir photo. 

Hospitality Ministry – Please consider serving as a host for Community Time.  There is a sign-up 
chart in the bell tower entrance.  It’s easy and we’ll help you! 

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of 
whatever you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans for 
larger or multiple arrangements can always be made. 

Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  
Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  LARGE PRINT 
BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of the 
church. At Plymouth we try to engage people of all ages in different ways. Worship activity kits and 
age-appropriate children’s bulletins are available at our worship activity shelf in the back of the 
Sanctuary for our young children and youth (and for any adults who feel led to use them!). We hope 
that these activities will help worshipers connect with the service in ways that are meaningful to them. 
PLEASE return the activity kits with all of the supplies to the shelf at the end of the service. 

Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are always welcome. 
Sound is piped into Memorial Hall next door to the sanctuary for those who would welcome a space 
apart. We also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers at 9:45am.  There are changing tables in 
the restroom just off the sanctuary, in the nursery, and in the men’s restroom in the basement. 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the 
lots behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking here will 
allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in front of the church. 

http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
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  Some Things You Ought to Know  
TODAY following worship:   

• Learning Community – 11am  

• Forum featuring Al-Amin Muhammad, Founder and Director of We Rise Above the Streets 
Outreach  with Sandwich Saturday and If We Eat They Eat Campaign 11:15am – Memorial 
Hall 

• Sewing party for Food Pantry – 1pm – 4pm (more info below) 

• Youth Supper  - 5pm at the home of Scott and Kim Looney 

Want to help make reusable bags for the food pantry?  You can join the effort this afternoon 
from 1pm – 4pm. You can't sew, you say? No problem, we also need help cutting out pattern pieces, 
pinning pieces together, ironing seams, and general enthusiasm! Contact Sarah Wright (315-569-
2161) for location and directions. 

Plymouth ROCKS:  We will be serving lunch at the Rescue Mission on Sunday, November 25.  
The group will leave Plymouth around 10:15am and will finish serving shortly after 12pm.  Young 
(ages 12 and up) and old are welcome! RSVP to Chris Hopkins (christinehopkins03@gmail.com or 
315 476-5139.) ahead of time.  The Rescue Mission needs to have the names of the individuals who 
are volunteering. 

Christmas Decorating:  Do you enjoy the decorated sanctuary that signals the season of advent? 
The white lights, trees, wreaths, garland and window arrangements are all a part of the “greening” of 
Plymouth. This large job has been accomplished by just a few people. Now we find that more helpers 
– both men and women - are needed. Please call Doreen Todorov at 315-506-0110 if you can help 
for an hour or two on Saturday, December 1 at 10:00am.  We are also looking for someone with a 
large vehicle who could pick up and deliver 2 trees.  

Advent Workshop is right around the corner on December 2nd and ALL are invited to 
participate! We are collecting special donations to make Random Acts of Kindness bags to be 
distributed to people in need throughout our community during the cold winter months AND donations 
for the Food Pantry to hand out holiday food bags to the families it serves. Please take one (or more!) 
tags from the Advent Giving Tree at the back of the Sanctuary. Your tag(s) has your list of items to 
donate. There will be a collection box next to the tree in the back of the sanctuary. Please bring all 
donations by Sunday, December 2nd. If you want to make a contribution but can’t donate items, you 
can write a check to Plymouth Church with “Food Pantry” or “Random Acts of Kindness” written in the 
memo.  

Our children are welcome in worship, too!  We have created a height accessible area on the 
nametag board for them, necessitating the reorganizing of adult tags.   Thanks for your 
understanding as you hunt for your nametag! (If you don’t have a nametag, prefer a different style 
(clip vs. lanyard) or have a preferred version of your name, make a note on the pad on the table 
below the nametags.)  Visitors are encouraged to fill out a “stick-on” tag.  

Mark your calendars!   The Syracuse Peace Council’s 48th annual Plowshares Craftsfair and Peace 
Festival is taking place at Nottingham High School on Saturday, December 1, 10am – 5pm and 
Sunday, December 2, 11am -5pm.  Plowshares is Central New York’s premier multicultural craftsfair 
and is a major fundraiser for the Syracuse Peace Council (sliding scale $2-$5; under 16 and over 65 
are free.) 

ACTS Race Matters Book Club discussion of “Sing, Unburied, Sing” by Jesmyn Ward, is taking 
place on Monday, November 26th at 7:00 PM at the First Unitarian Universalist Society of Syracuse 
(109 Waring Road at Nottingham Rd.). For more information contact Peter Sarver at 
petersarveracts@gmail.com.  

Having trouble matching a name with a face?   During this interim time when it is perhaps more 
important than ever to get to know one another, our online photo directory is an invaluable tool IF it is 
populated with photos!   Please, please, please email your photo or a family photo to the church 
office ASAP.   If you have a smart phone, download the free Instant Church Directory app and you 

mailto:christinehopkins03@gmail.com
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can call, email, or navigate to home addresses with a tap of the finger!   Contact the church office if 
you have any questions about this important means of staying connected. 

Home communion:  If you are unable to be in church on communion Sunday and want to receive 
communion, Keith Jakway will be happy to bring it to you – just give him a call at 315-382-0843.  Or 
email him at Krj1158@aol.com. 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Mon. Nov. 12 DEADLINE for Plymouth Story (note early deadline due to  
   Thanksgiving holiday) 
  (Food Pantry closed for Veteran’s Day holiday) 

• Tues. Nov. 13 Board of Deacons – 5:15pm – Parlor 
  Board of Trustees – 6:30pm - Parlor 

• Thurs. Nov. 15 Bell Choir Rehearsal – 5:30pm - Sanctuary 
  Choir Rehearsal – 7pm – Memorial Hall 

• Sun.  Nov. 18 Worship/Chapel Time - 10am 
  Learning Community – 11am – 3rd floor 

  Music Notes for November 11, 2018  
 

Frankie Laine, born Francesco Paolo LoVecchio, (1913–2007) was an Italian- American singer, 
songwriter, and actor whose career nearly spanned 75 years.  We express our appreciation to 
Eleanor Russell and David Cowdery for providing today’s prelude: 

I believe for every drop of rain that falls a flower grows. 
I believe that somewhere in the darkest night a candle glows. 
I believe for everyone that goes astray someone will come to show the way. 
I believe above the storm the smallest prayer will still be heard. 
I believe that someone in the great somewhere hears every word. 
Every time I hear a newborn baby cry, or touch a leaf, or see the sky, 
Then I know why I believe. 

Robert Powell (b. 1932) retired from Christ Church (Episcopal) in Greenville, South Carolina in 2003.  
He continues to compose and perform.  Our anthem relates to our theme today of consecration, 
using a text by W. Chatterton Dix (1837-1898): 

To thee, O Lord, our hearts we raise in hymns of adoration, 
To thee we bring sacrifice of praise with shout of exultation: 
Bright robes of fold the fields adorn, the hills with joy are ringing; 
The valleys stand so thick with corn that even they are singing. 

And now, on this our festal day, thy bounteous hand confessing, 
Upon thine altar, Lord, we lay the first-fruits of thy blessing; 
By thee the souls of all are fed with gifts of grace supernal; 
Thou, who gives us earthly bread, give us the Bread eternal. 

O, blessed is that land of God, where saints abide forever; 
Where golden fields spread far and broad, where flows the crystal river; 
The strains of all its holy throng with our today are blending; 
Thrice blessed is that harvest-song which never hath an ending. 

Frederick Chatfield was music director at Christ United Methodist Church in Kettering, Ohio from 
1986-2016.  Our offertory anthem is his setting of a text by Frances Havergal (1836-1879.)  A 
version of the text can be found in our hymnals, #448. 

Gordon Young, (1919-1998) was an American organist and composer who published over eight 
hundred works for choir and/or organ.  Our postlude remains his most popular organ solo. 

 

mailto:Krj1158@aol.com
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  About Plymouth  
 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 
abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; for 
immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy in a 
hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for 

God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all people and their gifts 
regardless of gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, 
socioeconomic status, or religious background. 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the 
quest for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm 
the sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary 
Movement. 

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and programs that 
facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our congregation and 
community. 

 We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior.  
We believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church 
and the ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of 
other religions, and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, 
and that life is too short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 

  

The Rev. Dr. John A. Terry, Interim Pastor; jterry@plymouthsyr.org 
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 
(315) 474-4836 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 

 




