
 

*Please rise if you are able 

Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

  Service of the Word  
  November 18, 2018 
  Twenty-sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
  10:00 am 

 

 

 THE GATHERING 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

PRELUDE Now Thank We All Our God J. S. Bach 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT  Braedan Tryon 

*OPENING HYMN            Now Thank We All Our God No. 419        

*CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 16)  Cindy Ostuni 

One: Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge.   
All: You are my Lord; I have no good apart from you. 

One: I bless the LORD who gives me counsel.   
All:  I keep the LORD always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not 

be moved.   

One:  Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices.   
All:  You show me the path of life. In your presence there is fullness of joy; in your 

right hand are pleasures forevermore.   

*INVOCATION  (unison) 

Lord God of all the ages, the One who is, who was, and who is to come, stir up within 
us a longing for your kingdom, steady our hearts in time of trial, and grant us patient 
endurance until the sun of justice dawns.  We make our prayer through your Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, forever and ever. Amen.   

WORDS OF WELCOME   

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 
*SONG OF PRAISE  Gloria Patri 
  

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

 THE GIFT OF THE WORD 
STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney 

  

After the story, kids through 3rd grade can head upstairs  
with Kim for Chapel Time.  
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SCRIPTURE Mark 13:1-8  

ANTHEM Holy Art Thou G. F. Handel 

SERMON Unbuilding Program 

*HYMN Come, Ye Thankful People, Come No. 422 

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

CALL TO PRAYER 

One: God be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts. 
Many: We lift our hearts to God. 

One:  Let us pray… 

THE PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us have 
prayed since childhood, we will cycle through the different versions over the course of a year.  

We will pray the prayer with “sins” through the end of 2018. 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING  

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Simple Gifts Arr. Kirby Shaw 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
Praise God for all that love has done! 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

*CLOSING HYMN  We Gather Together No. 421 

*BENEDICTION 

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

POSTLUDE    Morning Song and Jubilee Douglas Wagner 

    

Pastor John Terry will be away spending time with family November 19-23.  For Emergency 
Pastoral Care during this time, contact Dave Pasinski at 

315-663-1330 or 315-637-7934. 
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 Joys and Concerns  

 

In the week ahead, you are invited to pray for: 
 

 Carola Shave 
 John Jureller 
 Clita Mae Moore 
 Lee Morris Whitehead 
 Sue de Lima 
 The peace that surpasses all understanding, for Diana French, sister-in-law of Craig and 

Barbara French 
 Dave West on his journey toward ordination in the Methodist Church 
 Marilyn Fais and her daughter Heather 
 Ruth Emmons 
 Nellie Fisher  
 Mary Lou Ormond 
 Dan 
 Ed Regan 
 Jamie Shavers 
 Kath and Barbara  

 

 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
GREETER:  Sarah Whitton   LITURGIST:  Cindy Ostuni 

USHER:  Gert Danzy   ACOLYTE:  Braedan Tryon 
OFFERING COUNTERS:  Audrey Kane and Sarah Whitton 

 

You can volunteer for many of these ministries via the Plymouth website www.plymouthsyr.org.  Go 
to the “Get Involved” page and click on the link above the choir photo. 

Hospitality Ministry – Please consider serving as a host for Community Time.  There is a sign-
up chart in the bell tower entrance.  It’s easy and we’ll help you! 

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of 
whatever you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans 
for larger or multiple arrangements can always be made. 

Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the 
sanctuary.  Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  
LARGE PRINT BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of 
the church. At Plymouth we try to engage people of all ages in different ways. Worship activity 
kits and age-appropriate children’s bulletins are available at our worship activity shelf in the 
back of the Sanctuary for our young children and youth (and for any adults who feel led to use 
them!). We hope that these activities will help worshipers connect with the service in ways that 
are meaningful to them. PLEASE return the activity kits with all of the supplies to the shelf at the 
end of the service. 

Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are always 
welcome. Sound is piped into Memorial Hall next door to the sanctuary for those who would 
welcome a space apart. We also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers at 9:45am.  There are 

http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
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changing tables in the restroom just off the sanctuary, in the nursery, and in the men’s restroom 
in the basement. 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in 
the lots behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking 
here will allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in 
front of the church. 

 Some Things You Ought to Know  
TODAY following worship:   

• Learning Community – 11am  
• Community Time – 11:15am – Memorial Hall 

Stewardship Campaign Update:  We received 39 pledges on Stewardship Sunday for $123,148 
toward Plymouth’s 2019 budget. Our stewardship effort will continue until the Annual Meeting 
in January. Your pledges make possible the operation of the church and its ongoing efforts of 
love, justice and mercy. Pledge cards are available in the Sanctuary. If you need one but are 
unable to come to worship, please contact George Bain. 

Advent Devotional Book:  Come, Lord Jesus, the UCC’s 2018 book of daily Advent devotions, 
written by UCC authors, will be available on the table in the back of the Sanctuary beginning 
next week for a suggested price of $4 each (let us know if that price is prohibitive for you!) 

Advent Workshop is right around the corner on December 2nd and ALL are invited to 
participate! We are collecting special donations to make Random Acts of Kindness bags to be 
distributed to people in need throughout our community during the cold winter months AND 
donations for the Food Pantry to hand out holiday food bags to the families it serves. Please take 
one (or more!) tags from the Advent Giving Tree at the back of the Sanctuary. Your tag(s) has 
your list of items to donate. There will be a collection box next to the tree in the back of the 
sanctuary. Please bring all donations by Sunday, December 2nd. If you want to make a 
contribution but can’t donate items, you can write a check to Plymouth Church with “Food 
Pantry” or “Random Acts of Kindness” written in the memo.  

Christmas Decorating:  Do you enjoy the decorated sanctuary that signals the season of 
Advent? The white lights, trees, wreaths, garland and window arrangements are all a part of the 
“greening” of Plymouth. This large job has been accomplished by just a few people. Now we find 
that more helpers – both men and women - are needed. Please call Doreen Todorov at 315-506-
0110 if you can help for an hour or two on Saturday, December 1 at 10:00am.  We are also 
looking for someone with a large vehicle who could pick up and deliver 2 trees.  

Plymouth ROCKS:  We will be serving lunch at the Rescue Mission on Sunday, November 25.  
The group will leave Plymouth around 10:15am and will finish serving shortly after 
12pm.  Young (ages 12 and up) and old are welcome! RSVP to Chris Hopkins 
(christinehopkins03@gmail.com or 315 476-5139.) ahead of time.  The Rescue Mission needs to 
have the names of the individuals who are volunteering. 

Mark your calendars – Advent is coming!  The following traditions will continue at Plymouth 
this year, with more details to come in the December Plymouth Story and future bulletins: 

 Sunday, December 2 – Advent Workshop  
 Sunday, December 9 – Gingerbread House making for families and children 
 Sunday, December 16 – Advent Potluck lunch 

mailto:christinehopkins03@gmail.com
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Mark your calendars!   The Syracuse Peace Council’s 48th annual Plowshares Craftsfair and 
Peace Festival is taking place at Nottingham High School on Saturday, December 1, 10am – 5pm 
and Sunday, December 2, 11am -5pm.  Plowshares is Central New York’s premier multicultural 
craftsfair and is a major fundraiser for the Syracuse Peace Council (sliding scale $2-$5; under 16 
and over 65 are free.) 

ACTS Race Matters Book Club discussion of “Sing, Unburied, Sing” by Jesmyn Ward, is taking 
place on Monday, November 26th at 7:00 PM at the First Unitarian Universalist Society of 
Syracuse (109 Waring Road at Nottingham Rd.). For more information contact Peter Sarver at 
petersarveracts@gmail.com.  

Home communion:  If you are unable to be in church on communion Sunday and want to 
receive communion, Keith Jakway will be happy to bring it to you – just give him a call at 315-
382-0843.  Or email him at Krj1158@aol.com. 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Mon. Nov. 19 Food Pantry - 2-4pm 
• Thurs. Nov. 22 Church Office CLOSED 
• Fri. Nov. 23 Church Office CLOSED 
• Sun. Nov. 25 Worship/PrayGround - 10am 
  Serving Lunch at Rescue Mission – depart 10:15am 

  Community Time – 11:15am 

  Music Notes for November 18, 2018  
Today we share music of thanksgiving.  Our prelude is a chorale prelude based on the hymn 
tune Nun Danket Alle Gott.  Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) used this tune as the basis for a 
cantata (now numbered #79).  Each phrase of the hymn tune is introduced by an obligato of two 
trumpets. 

One of the most popular tunes of Georg Frideric Handel (1685-1759), our anthem is known as 
the Largo from Xerxes.  The opera itself was originally a failure, closing after only five 
performances.  It wasn’t until a hundred years later that this aria was revived and became 
famous.  One of my favorite stories about this aria took place in a restaurant where a string 
quartet was playing background music.  A lady approached the first violinist, and asked him if 
they would play the Largo from Xerxes.  He hesitated and explained that they had just finished 
playing the Largo from Xerxes.  Disappointed, she replied, “Oh, I wish I had known.  It’s one of 
my favorite pieces!”  The original text had King Xerxes admiring the shade of a nearby tree. I 
have been unable to find when the text Holy art thou was written, nor by whom: 

Holy art Thou, Lord God Almighty, who wert and art, and art to come. 
Glory and majesty in heaven are thine.  
Earth lowly bending, swells the full harmony; Blessing and glory to the Lamb forevermore. 

For worthy are thou: Let all nations and kindred and people give thanks to thee forevermore! 

Kirby Shaw (b. 1941) is one of America’s best choral arrangers, with over 2,500 published 
pieces, mostly for choir.  Our offertory anthem is his arrangement of the well-known Shaker 
hymn tune: 

‘Tis the gift to be simple, ‘tis the gift to be free,  
‘tis the gift to come down where you ought to be, 
And when we find ourselves in the place just right,  
‘twill be in the valley of love and delight. 

mailto:Krj1158@aol.com
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When true simplicity is gained, to bow and to bend we shan’t be ashamed. 
To turn, turn will be our delight, ‘till by turning, turning, we come ‘round right. 

We are pleased to have the Plymouth Bells playing our postlude today under the direction of 
Carole Brzozowski. 

 About Plymouth  
Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a 

Christian abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, 
poverty, and war; for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and 
sought to be agents of mercy in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the 

struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 
Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all people and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, 
or religious background. 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest 
for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the 
sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and programs that 
facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our congregation and community. 

 We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and 
savior.  We believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the 
church and the ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the 
revelations of other religions, and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has 
granted us a purpose, and that life is too short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 

 
 The Rev. Dr. John A. Terry, Interim Pastor; jterry@plymouthsyr.org 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 
Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 
Mark Johnson, Sexton 

 
232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 

(315) 474-4836 
plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 

 


