
* Please rise if you are able 
 

Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

  Service of the Word  
  December 9, 2018 
  Second Sunday of Advent 
  10:00 am 

 

 

 THE GATHERING 
RINGING OF THE BELL 

PRELUDE Wachet Auf J. S. Bach 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT  Harry Crawford 

*OPENING HYMN            Angels from the Realms of Glory No. 126       

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Jim Dunne 

One: Among the poor, among the proud, 
Many: Among the persecuted, among the privileged, 

One: Christ is coming. 
Many: He is coming to make all things new. 

One: In the private house, in the market place, 
Many: In the wedding feast, in the judgment hall, 

One: Christ is coming. 
Many: He is coming to make all things new. 

One: With a gentle touch, with an angry word, 
Many: With a clear conscience, with burning love, 

One: Christ is coming. 
Many: Christ is coming to make all things new. 

One: That the kingdom might come, that the world might believe, 
Many: that the powerful might stumble,  
 that the humble might be raised, 

One: Christ is coming. 
Many: He is coming to make all things new. 

*INVOCATION (unison)  

God of our salvation, you straighten the winding ways of our hearts and smooth the 
paths made rough by sin.  Keep our conduct blameless, keep our hearts watchful in 
holiness, and bring to perfection the good you have begun in us.  We ask this through 
him whose coming is certain, whose day draws near; your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and 
ever.  Amen.   

WORDS OF WELCOME  
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*WELCOME SONG  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*SONG OF PRAISE   Gloria Patri 
  

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen.  Amen.  

 THE GIFT OF PEACE 

LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF PEACE  Dawn Franits   

 THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney 

After the Story for All Ages, all children and youth as well as any adults are invited to participate in 

the PrayGround in the space at the front, right-hand side of the sanctuary. The PrayGround is a 

dedicated space for them to quietly and creatively interact with the day’s theme. 

SCRIPTURE Luke 3:1-6  

ANTHEM I Hear the Prophet Callin’ Pepper Choplin 

SERMON The Voice 

*HYMN It Came Upon the Midnight Clear No. 131 

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

CALL TO PRAYER 

One: God be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts. 
Many: We lift our hearts to God. 

One:  Let us pray… 

THE PASTORAL PRAYER 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us have prayed since 

childhood, we will cycle through the different versions over the course of a year.  We will pray the 

prayer with “sins” through the end of 2018. 

 OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING  

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Advent Jubilate Larry Shackley 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
Praise God for all that love has done! 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

*CLOSING HYMN  Good Christian Friends Rejoice No. 129 

*BENEDICTION 

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

POSTLUDE    Rejoice, O Daughter of Zion G. F. Handel 

   

 Joys and Concerns  
 

In the week ahead, you are invited to pray for: 
 

 John Davies 
 Mary Ellen Brzozowski, mother of Carole 

Brzozowski 
 Keith Giglio and his family  
 Carola Shave 
 John Jureller 
 Clita Mae Moore 
 Sue deLima 
 Lee Morris Whitehead 
 Diana French, sister-in-law of Craig and 

Barbara French 

 Dave West 
 Marilyn Fais and her daughter Heather 
 Ruth Emmons 
 Nellie Fisher 
 Mary Lou Ormond 
 Dan 
 Ed Regan 
 Jamie Shavers 
 Kath and Barbara 

  



4 

 

  

Advent and Christmas at Plymouth 
  

As the nights grow longer and the days grow colder,  

our celebrations become ever more powerful.   

And remember: this is the easiest time of year to get friends to come with you! 

  

 December 9: Second Sunday of Advent 
Gingerbread house making for families and children following worship 

  

December 16: Third Sunday of Advent  
Service of Lessons and Carols 

Advent Potluck Luncheon following worship 

  

December 23: Fourth Sunday of Advent  

  

December 24:  Christmas Eve 
5:30pm  Family Candlelight Service and Unrehearsed Christmas Pageant, 

geared especially for families with children.  Wiggles, giggles and 

excitement welcome! 
  

 11:00pm Candlelight Service with Communion: tender, serene, and uplifting 
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 Plymouth Runs On YOU  

GREETERS:  Tim and Kathleen Deters-Hayes  LITURGIST:  Jim Dunne 
USHERS: Jim Watts and Tom Zorn  ACOLYTE:  Harry Crawford 

OFFERING COUNTERS:  Sue Bogucz and Elaine Wolf 
 

You can volunteer for many of these ministries via the Plymouth website www.plymouthsyr.org.  Go to the “Get Involved” 

page and click on the link above the choir photo. 
 

Hospitality Ministry – Please consider serving as a host for Community Time.  There is a sign-up 
chart in the bell tower entrance.  It’s easy and we’ll help you! 
 

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of 
whatever you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans for 
larger or multiple arrangements can always be made. 
 

Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  
Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  LARGE PRINT 
BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 
 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of the 
church. At Plymouth we try to engage people of all ages in different ways. Worship activity kits and 
age-appropriate children’s bulletins are available at our worship activity shelf in the back of the 
Sanctuary for our young children and youth (and for any adults who feel led to use them!). We hope 
that these activities will help worshipers connect with the service in ways that are meaningful to 
them. PLEASE return the activity kits with all of the supplies to the shelf at the end of the service. 
 

Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are always welcome. 
Sound is piped into Memorial Hall next door to the sanctuary for those who would welcome a space 
apart. We also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers at 9:45am.  There are changing tables in 
the restroom just off the sanctuary, in the nursery, and in the men’s restroom in the basement. 
 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the 
lots behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking here will 
allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in front of the 
church. 

  Some Things You Ought to Know  
 

TODAY following worship:   
• Community Time – 11:15am – Memorial Hall 
• Gingerbread House Making(families and children/youth) – 11:15am – 3rd Floor 
• Endowment Team – 11:15am – Parlor 
• Forum Planning Team – 11:15am – Adult Education Room 

 
Today we welcome the Quan Am Tu Temple as they celebrate their larger community 
throughout the afternoon and evening in Kirtland Hall  
 

Our heartfelt thanks go out to Joe Steiner for creating the most beautiful Nativity scene that 
graces the back of our sanctuary. 
 

Stewardship Update:  We have received 63 pledges for $208,432 toward Plymouth’s 2019 
budget. Our stewardship effort will continue until the Annual Meeting in January. Your pledges 

http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
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make possible the operation of the church and its ongoing efforts of love, justice and mercy. Pledge 
cards are available in the Sanctuary. If you need one but are unable to come to worship, please 
contact George Bain. 
 

The Cookie Sale to benefit the Food Pantry continues in Memorial Hall following 
worship.  Purchase a plate of cookies baked by the youth and food pantry volunteers and support 
this growing ministry.   To-date, 93 more households have been served this year compared to last 
year at this time and the grants that pay for the food have not yet caught up to our growth!   Your 
generosity will help us keep our shelves stocked for those most in need in our community. 
 

Advent Devotional Book:  Come, Lord Jesus, the UCC’s 2018 book of daily Advent devotions, 
written by UCC authors, is available on the table in the back of the Sanctuary for a suggested price of 
$4 each (let us know if that price is prohibitive for you!) 
 

Join us for our traditional Advent Potluck Luncheon NEXT Sunday, December 16 after the 
Lessons and Carols worship service.  Please plan to bring enough for 8-10 people according to the 
following schedule by last name: 

 A-G:  side dish or salad        H-M:  dessert        N-Z: main dish 

Having a few gluten-free dishes show up on the table would feel like a miracle of grace to 
Plymouth’s gluten-free eaters. 

Ride to church needed!  Rebekah Tanner and Andrea Stoeckel live in the Lyncourt area.  If you can 
give them a ride to church, call them at 315-450-5708.   
 
Christmas Day is best celebrated together.  We are planning a Christmas dinner meet up at a 
local restaurant, and would love to have you join us.  Please get in touch with Leslie or George 
Lawrence at 315-446-9137.  If the cost of a restaurant is prohibitive for you, please be in touch with 
John Terry. 
  

Plymouth ROCKS:  The Hat and Mitten Giving Tree will continue through December!  The 
community continues to see a need for cold weather gear, underwear, and socks for adults and for 
children. Also there is a need for feminine hygiene items and diapers.   Plymouth ROCKS will give 
donations to refugees, We Rise Above the Streets Ministry, and to the Plymouth Food Pantry.  Place 
unwrapped donations under their tree by January 5.  
 

…  AND we will be serving lunch at Rescue Mission on December 23. The group will leave 
Plymouth around 10:15am and will finish serving shortly after 12pm.  Young (ages 12 and up) and 
old are welcome! RSVP to Chris Hopkins (christinehopkins03@gmail.com or 315 476-5139.) 
ahead of time.  
 

 Advent Meditation Series:  The NY Conference of the UCC is offering an Advent Series of 
Meditations and Prayers for 30 minutes on Thursday Evenings at 7pm on Zoom -  
zoom.us/j/343894848 : 

December 13: Make My Joy Complete, led by David Gaewski 
December 20: God is Love, led by Marjorie Purnine 

 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  
• Mon. Dec. 10 Deadline for the January Plymouth Story 

 Food Pantry - 2-4pm 
 Discernment Committee – 6pm – Parlor 

• Tues. Dec. 11 Board of Deacons -  5:15pm – Parlor 

mailto:christinehopkins03@gmail.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uORExVG06bBKOUVLncnZf0f-FzJgdJSfJwrYVIEZVc4s2AnVf_TuEcdBSdyXjtEhnBe0gFI2o_k1JWbBNcHm4Jf1wR8Hcnu6G9kgqOU3ScwQ7QZRMKGqZilv_HMBV8rDK3knXlryWRw47XSiqQl3Vgf5mWIOXsP3rKVxHw2EljcTB1vX7FFpSQ==&c=E5hbvlSdwQis0ROK5wSAVScPGo_ZWFegwjbOmqq1JuJtFj7Klvdciw==&ch=hUs50phdYQsxVePGV0zvbnWpr07dWcCpHe7sRDtVlce5puQa81KJyQ==
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  Board of Trustees - 6:30pm - Parlor 
• Thurs. Dec. 13 Bell Choir Rehearsal – 5:30pm – Sanctuary 
  Choir Rehearsal – 7:00pm – Memorial Hall 
• Sat. Dec. 15 Advent Potluck Setup – morning in Kirtland Hall 
• Sun. Dec. 16 Worship – Lessons and Carols/PrayGround - 10am 
  Advent Potluck – 11:15am – Kirtland Hall 
  Youth Christmas Party – 5pm at the Griffiths 

  Music Notes for December 9, 2018  
 

Last Sunday we both sang the chorale “Keep Awake” and heard a chorale prelude by Bach’s cousin as 
the postlude.  This Sunday our prelude begins the service with the most famous chorale prelude on this 
tune.  It begins with a lovely obligato – a new melody written in such a way that it will go along with the 
chorale tune, and the tune comes in sporadically throughout the piece.  Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-
1750) originally wrote this piece as part of a cantata for Advent, but he obviously liked it so much that 
he re-arranged it for organ, and it became the first of the six “Schubler” chorales (Schubler was the man 
who published these pieces.) 
 

Pepper Choplin was the minister of music at Graystone Baptist Church in Raleigh for twenty-two years.  
He currently devotes himself full-time to composition and performance.  His music, like today’s anthem 
often shows his Appalachian/Southern roots: 
 

I hear the prophet callin’, “Prepare the way of the Lord.” 
Come and make straight the way in the desert, a highway for our God. 
I hear Isaiah callin’, “Fear not! Your God has come.” 
Then will the eyes of the blind be opened; the ears of the deaf will hear, 
And then the mute will shout for joy, and the desert will be joyful, and blossom as a rose. 
We shall rejoice with joy and singing, and see the glory of God. 

 

Larry Shackley (b. 1956) is a full-time composer who has been active in the Chicago area and also South 
Carolina.  Our offertory anthem is vibrant celebration of Advent: 
 

What a day is coming! What a day is near,  
when our burdens are lifted and our hearts fill with cheer. 
For the time is approaching when our eyes see his face, 
And with joy we will greet him in his beauty and grace! 
 

     Christ is coming. Jubilate! Christ is coming.  Hallelujah!   
     Sing Glory to God!  Jubilate Deo! 
 

What a grand celebration!  What day there will be 
When our merciful Savior in love sets us free. 
Every girl, every woman, every boy, every man 
Will be gathered together at his gracious command. 

 

The original version of our postlude was a charming baroque dance in the sing-song rhythm of 12/8.  
Like much of the original music of Messiah, Georg Frideric Handel (1685-1759) re-wrote the music to 
match the particular assets of the soloists for any given performance.  The version that Kat Skafidas 
sings today is the most popular.  It requires the soprano to sing many high, fast notes on one syllable in 
what is called coloratura. (Sopranos who can sing these fast, high passages are known as coloratura 
sopranos.) 
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 About Plymouth  
 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 
abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; for 
immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy in a 
hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for 

God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 
Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

 
We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all people and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, or 
religious background. 
 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest for 
peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the sacredness of 
all life and to honor and preserve creation. 
 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants without 
documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 
 

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and programs that 
facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our congregation and community. 
  
We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior.  We 
believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church and the ancient 
words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, and the 
best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that life is too short for 
long-faced religion.  Join us! 
 

 

 The Rev. Dr. John A. Terry, Interim Pastor; jterry@plymouthsyr.org 
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 
(315) 474-4836 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
 


