
*Please rise if you are able 
 

Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

 December 16, 2018 
 Third Sunday of Advent 
 10:00 am 

 

 

 A SERVICE of 
 LESSONS and CAROLS 
RINGING OF THE BELL  

PRELUDE Noel in G Louis Claude Daquin 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT Elias Mannion 
 Harry Crawford 

WORDS OF WELCOME   

INTROIT What Sweeter Music Can We Bring? Richard Rodney Bennett 

LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF JOY  Norm and Alice Hatt  

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 
Children and Youth are invited to meet Kim at the back of the sanctuary 

 to process with the choir. 

*PROCESSIONAL CAROL O Come, All You Faithful  No. 135  
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BIDDING PRAYER and THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our sins as we forgive those who sin against us, and lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

CAROL Once In Royal David’s City No. 145 

      *Congregation stands and joins with choir at verses 4 and 5 

LESSON  Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19 Caroline Cargo  
       Discernment Committee 

        Sin and its consequences enter the world.  

CAROL Jesus Christ, the Apple Tree Elizabeth Poston 

LESSON Genesis 22:15-18 Lori Forrester  
       Stewardship Team 

      God promises Abraham that, through him and his descendants, all will be blessed.  

*CAROL  The God of Abraham Praise (vs. 1, 4) No. 24 

LESSON Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 Kirsten Hubel 
       Board of Christian Formation
      Isaiah foretells Christ’s birth. 

*CAROL Isaiah the Prophet Has Written of Old - vs. 1 & 2 No. 108 

LESSON Micah 5: 2-5 John Hottenstein
       Laity Empowerment Team 

      Micah foretells of Bethlehem. 

*CAROL O Little Town of Bethlehem No. 133 

LESSON Luke 1:26-35, 38 Linda Kraemer 
       Pastoral Relations Team 
      The angel Gabriel tells Mary of God’s plan. 

CAROL Ave, Ave, The Angel Sang Robert Lau 

LESSON  Luke 2:1, 3-7 Luckner Morange
       Board of Deacons 
      Mary, finding no room at the inn, gives birth in a manger. 

CAROL Jesus Child John Rutter 

LESSON Luke 2:8-16 Mary Cappelli
       Food Pantry 

      Angels direct shepherds to the infant Jesus. 

*CAROL Sheep Fast Asleep No. 137 

LESSON Matthew 2:1-11 Dick Mace 
       Board of Trustees 

The wise men bring gifts to the Christ-child. 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS  
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 OFFERTORY Another Noel in G Louis Claude Daquin 

*DOXOLOGY  Tune:  Old Hundredth  Words:   Nancy S. Taylor 

      Praise God whose many names abound:  
 Our Judge, our Rock, our Holy Ground, 
 Our Home, our All, Earth’s Majesty, 
 Love, Spirit, Light and Mystery!   Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 

 Our spirits rejoice and give praise for the goodness revealed in our midst. We are 
grateful for the presence of this community, for the sustenance of the Earth, for 
hands that care and hearts that love. In the spirit of joy and gratitude, may we 
become greater reflections of God’s goodness in our world.  Amen. 

LESSON  John 1:1-14 John Terry 
       Interim Pastor 

      John unfolds the mystery of the Incarnation 

*CAROL Of the Parent’s Heart Begotten No. 118 

*BENEDICTION 

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

POSTLUDE Fanfare for Bells  Mary G. McCleary 

   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

Advent and Christmas at Plymouth 
  

December 23: Fourth Sunday of Advent  

  

December 24:  Christmas Eve 
5:30pm Family Candlelight Service and Unrehearsed Christmas Pageant, geared 

especially for families with children.  Wiggles, giggles and excitement 

welcome! 

  

 11:00pm  Candlelight Service with Communion: tender, serene, and uplifting 
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STEWARDSHIP FOR 2019 
 
The Trustees, with input from the Stewardship Committee, wish to update you on the progress 
for the 2019 Year, as well as compare it with the 2018 progress at this point in December 2017,  
and with the proposed 2019 budget goal that we gave you in October. 

As of Wednesday, December 12, we have: 

70 pledging units representing commitments of $220,892 

At this point in 2017, we had: 

        83 pledging units representing commitments of $222,895 

The total for the 2018 Year was: 

        95 pledging units representing commitments of $241,535 

The proposed 2019 Stewardship pledging goal is:  $269,347 

As usual, the faith and generosity of Plymouth members and friends 
is showing through.   
 
Thank you, 
 
Mack Richardson 
For the Trustees and Stewardship Committee 

 
 
 

 Joys and Concerns  
 

In the week ahead, you are invited to pray for: 
 

 Myrtle Bryant 
 John Davies 
 Mary Ellen Brzozowski 
 Keith Giglio and his family  
 Carola Shave 
 John Jureller 
 Clita Mae Moore 
 Lee Morris Whitehead 
 Diana French, sister-in-law of Craig 

and Barbara French 

 Dave West 
 Marilyn Fais and her daughter 

Heather 
 Ruth Emmons 
 Nellie Fisher 
 Mary Lou Ormond 
 Dan 
 Ed Regan 
 Jamie Shavers 
 Kath and Barbara 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



5 

 

 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
  

USHERS:  Gert Danzy and Keith Jakway   ACOLYTE:   Elias Mannion 
OFFERING COUNTERS:  Keith Jakway and Audrey Kane  

  

You can volunteer for many of these ministries via the Plymouth website www.plymouthsyr.org.  Go to the 
“Get Involved” page and click on the link above the choir photo. 

 
 

Hospitality Ministry – Please consider serving as a host for Community Time.  There is a sign-
up chart in the bell tower entrance.  It’s easy and we’ll help you! 
 

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of 
whatever you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans 
for larger or multiple arrangements can always be made. 
 

Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the 
sanctuary.  Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  
LARGE PRINT BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 
 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of 
the church. At Plymouth we try to engage people of all ages in different ways. Worship activity 
kits and age-appropriate children’s bulletins are available at our worship activity shelf in the 
back of the Sanctuary for our young children and youth (and for any adults who feel led to use 
them!). We hope that these activities will help worshipers connect with the service in ways that 
are meaningful to them. PLEASE return the activity kits with all of the supplies to the shelf at the 
end of the service. 
 

Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are always 
welcome. Sound is piped into Memorial Hall next door to the sanctuary for those who would 
welcome a space apart. We also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers at 9:45am.  There are 
changing tables in the restroom just off the sanctuary, in the nursery, and in the men’s restroom 
in the basement. 
 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in 
the lots behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking 
here will allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in 
front of the church. 

 

 Some Things You Ought to Know  
 

TODAY following worship:   
• Advent Potluck – 11:15am – Kirtland Hall 
• Youth Christmas Party – 5pm at the Griffiths   

 
Our heartfelt thanks go out to Joe Steiner for creating the most beautiful Nativity scene that 
graces the back of our sanctuary. 
 
Next Sunday we receive the United Church of Christ’s Christmas Fund special offering.  
Your contribution to this offering goes to provide ongoing and emergency support to retired 
clergy and clergy in crisis.   
 

http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
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A Note from the Treasurer:  For contributions to be counted for 2018, they must be deposited 
by December 31.  The offering taken on December 30 will be the last deposit for the year. If 
mailing your donation, please consider the slow holiday mail and send your 2018 contribution 
now.  
 

Giving statements have been sent showing activity through December 2. If you have a balance 
on your pledge, we really appreciate your effort to satisfy your commitment by December 30. If 
you see an error on the statement, or have a question, please call me at 315 475-4032 or send 
me a message at shawks@twcny.rr.com. 
 

Total pledges received in recent years have approached or exceeded the budgeted amount. 
Thank you for your continued generosity. 
Susan Hawks, Treasurer 
 
Advent Devotional Book:  Come, Lord Jesus, the UCC’s 2018 book of daily Advent devotions, 
written by UCC authors, is available on the table in the back of the Sanctuary for a suggested 
price of $4 each (let us know if that price is prohibitive for you!) 
 
Ride to church needed!  Rebekah Tanner and Andrea Stoeckel live in the Lyncourt area.  If you 
can give them a ride to church, call them at 315-450-5708.   
 
Christmas Day is best celebrated together.  We are planning a Christmas dinner meet up at 
a local restaurant, and would love to have you join us.  Please get in touch with Leslie or George 
Lawrence at 315-446-9137.  If the cost of a restaurant is prohibitive for you, please be in touch 
with John Terry. 
  

Plymouth ROCKS:  The Hat and Mitten Giving Tree will continue through December!  The 
community continues to see a need for cold weather gear, underwear, and socks for adults and 
for children. Also there is a need for feminine hygiene items and diapers.   Plymouth ROCKS will 
give donations to refugees, We Rise Above the Streets Ministry, and to the Plymouth Food 
Pantry.  Place unwrapped donations under their tree by January 5.  
 

…  AND we will be serving lunch at the Rescue Mission NEXT SUNDAY, December 23. The group 
will leave Plymouth around 10:15am and will finish serving shortly after 12pm.  Young (ages 12 
and up) and old are welcome! RSVP to Chris Hopkins (christinehopkins03@gmail.com or 
315 476-5139.) ahead of time.  
 

Advent Meditation Series:  Our own Marjorie Purnine leads God is Love, the final offering in the 
NY Conference of the UCC’s Series of Meditations and Prayers, this Thursday, December 20 at 
7pm on Zoom -  zoom.us/j/343894848 . 
 

Plymouth REALLY, REALLY needs YOU to help us live out our mission of “Welcoming All”!   
Please volunteer to usher or greet by speaking with a Deacon or usher or by calling the church 
office; volunteer to host community time or contribute flowers by signing up in the bell tower; 
OR sign up for any and all on our website: www.plymouthsyr.org: 

1) At the top of the screen, click on:  GET INVOLVED 
2) Scroll down to GREETERS, USHERS and HOSPITALITY VOLUNTEERS and click on 

SIGN UP 
3) Scroll down to the date of your choice and click on SIGN UP next to the ministry of 

your choice 
4) Click on SUBMIT AND SIGN-UP (at the bottom of the screen) 
5) Add your contact info and you are all set to go! 

mailto:shawks@twcny.rr.com
mailto:christinehopkins03@gmail.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uORExVG06bBKOUVLncnZf0f-FzJgdJSfJwrYVIEZVc4s2AnVf_TuEcdBSdyXjtEhnBe0gFI2o_k1JWbBNcHm4Jf1wR8Hcnu6G9kgqOU3ScwQ7QZRMKGqZilv_HMBV8rDK3knXlryWRw47XSiqQl3Vgf5mWIOXsP3rKVxHw2EljcTB1vX7FFpSQ==&c=E5hbvlSdwQis0ROK5wSAVScPGo_ZWFegwjbOmqq1JuJtFj7Klvdciw==&ch=hUs50phdYQsxVePGV0zvbnWpr07dWcCpHe7sRDtVlce5puQa81KJyQ==
http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
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THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Mon. Dec. 17 Food Pantry - 2-4pm 
• Tues. Dec. 18 Church Council -  5:30pm – Parlor 
  Board of Christian Formation – 7:00pm - Parlor 
• Thurs. Dec. 20 Bell Choir Rehearsal – 5:30pm – Sanctuary 
  Choir Rehearsal – 7:00pm – Memorial Hall 
• Sun. Dec. 23 Worship/PrayGround - 10am 
  Serve lunch at the Rescue Mission – 10:15am  
  (No Learning Community)  

 

 About Plymouth  
 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 
abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; 

for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy 
in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking 

risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 
Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all people and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, 
or religious background. 
 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest 
for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the 
sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 
 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 
 

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and programs that 
facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our congregation and community. 
  

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior.  We 
believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church and the 
ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, 
and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that life is too 
short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 
 

 

 

 
The Rev. Dr. John A. Terry, Interim Pastor; jterry@plymouthsyr.org 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 
Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 
Mark Johnson, Sexton 

 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 
(315) 474-4836 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
 


