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THE GATHERING 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

PRELUDE “Gesu Bambino” by Pietro Yon 
  arr. Mark Schweizer 

 (Vocal Quartet: Kat Skafidas, Christine Richardson, Kyle Seniw, Michael Chellis) 

When blossoms flowered 'mid the snows upon a winter night 

Was born the Child, the Christmas Rose the King of Love and Light.  

The angels sang, the shepherds sang, the grateful earth rejoiced 

And at His blessed birth the stars their exultation voiced. 

 O come let us adore Him….Christ the Lord. 

Again the heart with rapture glows to greet the holy night 

That gave the world its Christmas Rose its King of Love and Light. 

Let ev'ry voice acclaim His name the grateful chorus swell 

From paradise to earth He came that we with Him might dwell. 

 O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT & LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (by Nathan Decker)   Bernie Peterson 

 One:  Animals came to prepare your bed. 
 All:  Come, Lord Jesus, Come! 
 One:  Shepherds stood guard, marveled and said: 
 All:  Come, Lord Jesus, Come! 
 One:  Angels sang to calm your cries. 
 All: Come, Lord Jesus, Come! 
 One:  And all the world gave one great sigh: 
 All: Ah, Lord Jesus, You have come! 

*HYMN  Jesus, Our Brother, Strong and Good No. 138 

INVOCATION (by Bruce Prewer, adapted)  Craig French 

Holy and most amazing God, 
 when you threw in your lot with us in a stable at Bethlehem, 
 you scattered the darkness and filled the world with new light and joy. 
 Graciously continue to fill us with your light, 
 that by word, deed and abundant good humor, 
 we may share your incarnate glory with all those around us. 
 In the name of the Creator, Redeemer and Inspirer. Amen. 
 

* Please rise if you are able 
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2. We are young and old alike … 

3. A new year’s almost here … 

4. Bless our mem’ries and longings too … 

 

CAROL Angels, from the Realms of Glory No. 126 

WORDS OF WELCOME   

*WELCOME SONG     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*SONG OF PRAISE    

Choir: Come to Bethlehem and see 
Him Whose birth the angels sing; 
Come adore on bended knee, 
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

All: Gloria in excelsis Deo, 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

  THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney 

SCRIPTURE Luke 2:41-52  

ANTHEM  “The Huron Indian Carol” trad. Canadian 
 (the text may be found in the Hymnal #151)  arr. Robert Lehman 

A CHRISTMAS STORY 

*HYMN  What Child Is This No. 148 

THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

CALL TO PRAYER 

One: God be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
Many: We lift our hearts to God. 
One:  Let us pray… 



3 

THE PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us have prayed since 

childhood, we will cycle through different versions over the course of a year. On the last Sunday of the 

month we pray the following, which is adapted from the New Zealand Prayer Book and uses 

contemporary, inclusive language.  It is a paraphrase – not a translation – of the original Greek in the 

New Testament. 

Eternal Spirit, 
Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver 
Source of all that is and all that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by people of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hopes and come on earth. 
With bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. 
May it be so.  Amen. 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “Tomorrow shall be my dancing day” Trad. English 
  Arr. Richard Shephard  

Tomorrow shall be my dancing day, I would my true love did so chance 

To see the legend of my play, to call my true love to my dance; 

[Chorus:]  Sing, O my love, This have I done for my true love. 
 

Then was I born of a virgin pure, of her I took fleshly substance. 

Thus was I knit to man's nature, to call my true love to the dance…. 
 

In a manger laid and wrapped I was, so very poor; this was my chance, 

Betwixt an ox and a silly poor ass, to call my true love to my dance…. 
 

Then afterwards baptized I was; the Holy Ghost on me did glance, 

My Father’s voice heard from above, to call my true love to my dance…. 

*DOXOLOGY (unison)  Cranham 

    What can I bring him, poor as I am? 
    If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb. 
    If I were a wise one, I would do my part; 
    Yet what I can I give him—give him my heart. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*CLOSING HYMN Who Would Think That What Was Needed No. 153 

*BENEDICTION 



4 

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

POSTLUDE Fantasia on “In dulci jubilo” J. S. Bach

    

We welcome Craig French to the pulpit this Sunday as 

 John Terry is spending the holidays with family. 

This morning we welcome the music leadership of  

Alice Dickerson Hatt while Joe Downing is away. 

    

Joys and Concerns - in the week ahead, you are invited to pray for: 

 Jon Preston, Chris Norman, and their son Ryan in celebration of the finalizing of Ryan's 
adoption on December 21 - an exciting Christmas present for the family 

 Bob Watrous 
 Mary Ellen Brzozowski 
 Myrtle Bryant 
 Carola Shave 
 John Jureller 
 Clita Mae Moore 
 Sue deLima 
 Lee Morris Whitehead 
 Diana French 

 Dave West 
 Marilyn Fais & her daughter Heather 
 Ruth Emmons 
 Nellie Fisher 
 Mary Lou Ormond 
 Dan 
 Ed Regan 
 Jamie Shavers 
 Kath and Barbara 

 

 Some Things You Ought to Know  
 

TODAY following worship:   
• Community Time  

 

Pastor John Terry will be away spending time with family December 25 – January 5.  For 
Emergency Pastoral Care during this time, contact Dave Pasinski at 315-663-1330 or 315-637-
7934. 
 

Our heartfelt thanks go out to Joe Steiner for creating the most beautiful Nativity scene that 
graces the back of our sanctuary. 
 

Stewardship Update:  We have received 77 pledges for $231,952 toward Plymouth’s 2019 
budget. Our stewardship effort will continue until the Annual Meeting in January. Your pledges 
make possible the operation of the church and its ongoing efforts of love, justice and mercy. 
Pledge cards are available in the Sanctuary. If you need one but are unable to come to worship, 
please contact George Bain. 
 

A Note from the Treasurer:  For contributions to be counted for 2018, they must be deposited 
by December 31.  The offering taken today will be the last deposit for the year. 
 

Consider Joining a Covenant Community!  Plymouth’s Covenant Community groups consist of 
eight to twelve people building community and discussing “life’s big questions” in monthly 
meetings in one another’s homes. Sixty-three people currently participate in seven groups. Its 
coordinators (Sue Bogucz and Elaine Wolf) are currently recruiting people to form groups in 
2019. If you are interested in exploring this means of getting to know other Plymouth people in 
a small and confidential environment, you are invited to an informational session with Elaine on 
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January 6 after church in the Youth Room (Room #5) on the second floor. If you are unable to 
attend that gathering but have questions, contact Elaine (elainewolf0148@gmail.com) or Sue 
(sebogucz@twcny.rr.com). Please let us know on or before January 20 if you want to participate 
so that groups can be ready to meet in February. 
 

Plymouth ROCKS:  The Hat and Mitten Giving Tree will continue through December!  The 
community continues to see a need for cold weather gear, underwear, and socks for adults and 
for children. Also there is a need for feminine hygiene items and diapers.   Plymouth ROCKS will 
give donations to refugees, We Rise Above the Streets Ministry, and to the Plymouth Food 
Pantry.  Place unwrapped donations under their tree by January 5.  
Ride to church needed!  Rebekah Tanner and Andrea Stoeckel live in the Lyncourt area.  If you 
can give them a ride to church, call them at 315-450-5708.   
  

During this season of giving, consider supporting the CNY Diaper Bank, a nonprofit whose mission 
is to ensure all Central New York families have access to an adequate supply of diapers, and to build 
awareness of the diaper need in our community. You can donate new/unopened packages of 
diapers or money (CNY Diaper Bank purchases diapers at discounted rates) or you can volunteer! 
For more info:  cnydiaperbank.org. 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Tues. Jan. 1 Church Office Closed – HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
• Sun. Jan. 6 Worship/Communion/PrayGround - 10am 
  Family Faith Formation – 11:15am – 3rd Floor 
  Forum Planning Team – 11:15am – Parlor 
  Covenant Community Info Session – 11:15 – Youth Room (#5) 
    on 2nd floor  
  Discernment Committee – 11:30am – Adult Education Room 

 

 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

  LITURGIST:  Bernie Peterson 
USHERS :   George Bain and Gert Danzy    

OFFERING COUNTERS:  Keith Jakway and Elaine Wolf 
 

You can volunteer for many of these ministries via the Plymouth website www.plymouthsyr.org.  Go to the “Get Involved” 

page and click on the link above the choir photo. 
 

Hospitality Ministry – Please consider serving as a host for Community Time.  There is a sign-up 
chart in the bell tower entrance.  It’s easy and we’ll help you! 
 
Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of 
whatever you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans for 
larger or multiple arrangements can always be made. 
 
Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  
Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  LARGE PRINT 
BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 
 
Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of the 
church. At Plymouth we try to engage people of all ages in different ways. Worship activity kits and 
age-appropriate children’s bulletins are available at our worship activity shelf in the back of the 
Sanctuary for our young children and youth (and for any adults who feel led to use them!). We hope 

mailto:elainewolf0148@gmail.com
mailto:sebogucz@twcny.rr.com
http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
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that these activities will help worshipers connect with the service in ways that are meaningful to 
them. PLEASE return the activity kits with all of the supplies to the shelf at the end of the service. 
 
Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are always welcome. 
Sound is piped into Memorial Hall next door to the sanctuary for those who would welcome a space 
apart. We also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers at 9:45am.  There are changing tables in 
the restroom just off the sanctuary, in the nursery, and in the men’s restroom in the basement. 
 
There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the 
lots behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking here will 
allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in front of the 
church. 
 

 About Plymouth  
 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 
abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; 

for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy 
in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking 

risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 
Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

 
We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all people and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, 
or religious background. 
 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest 
for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the 
sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 
 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 
 

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and programs that 
facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our congregation and community. 
  
We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior.  We 
believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church and the 
ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, 
and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that life is too 
short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 
 

 
 

 
The Rev. Dr. John A. Terry, Interim Pastor; jterry@plymouthsyr.org 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 
Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 
Mark Johnson, Sexton 
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