
*Please rise if you are able 

 

Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

 Service of the Word  
 March 24, 2019 
 Third Sunday of Lent 
 10:00 am 

 

 THE GATHERING 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

PRELUDE  Prelude on St. Denio Rosalie Bonighton 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT    Kaleigha Spinner  

*OPENING HYMN Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise No. 1 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on Psalm 27)   Gary Allen 

One:  The LORD is my light and my salvation — whom shall I fear? 
All:  Through storms and peril, danger and strife —  
One: The LORD is the stronghold of my life — of whom shall I be afraid? 
All:  Through darkness and torment, tears and pain —  
One: The LORD is my light and my salvation — whom shall I fear? 
All: Through uncertainty and confusion, sorrow and loss — The LORD is the 

stronghold of my life — of whom shall I be afraid? 

*INVOCATION (unison)    

Merciful God, in Christ you make all things new.  Transform the poverty of our nature 
by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known your heavenly 
glory; through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen.   

WELCOME TO ACTS BANQUET  Gert Danzy 

WORDS OF WELCOME 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*SONG OF PRAISE      
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 THE GIFT OF THE WORD 
STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney  

After the Story for All Ages, all children and youth as well as any adults are invited to participate in 

the PrayGround in the space at the front, right-hand side of the sanctuary. The PrayGround is a 

dedicated space for them to quietly and creatively interact 

 with the day’s theme. 

SCRIPTURE Luke 13:1-9 

One: The word of God for the people of God. 
All: Thanks be to God.   

ANTHEM Lord, For Thy Tender Mercies Sake Richard Farrant 

SERMON Solemn Warning 

*HYMN  There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy No. 23 

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

CALL TO PRAYER 
 

One: God be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
Many: We lift our hearts to God. 
One:  Let us pray… 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

      OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Carol of Service Traditional English 

*DOXOLOGY Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
Praise God for all that love has done! 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*CLOSING HYMN Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound No. 547 

*BENEDICTION 

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

POSTLUDE Prelude on St. Thomas Healey Willan 
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 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

USHERS:  Frank Leonard and Doreen Todorov 
LITURGIST:  Gary Allen   ACOLYTE:  Kaleigha Spinner     

FLOWERS given by Peggy Kinner in celebration Larry’s 90th birthday on March 22. 
COMMUNITY TIME:  Cara Steiner 

OFFERING COUNTERS:  Sue Bogucz and Elaine Wolf 

You can volunteer for many of these ministries via the Plymouth website www.plymouthsyr.org.  Go to the 

“Get Involved” page and click on the link above the choir photo. 

Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  
Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  LARGE PRINT 
BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of the 

church. At Plymouth we try to engage people of all ages in different ways. Worship activity kits and 

age-appropriate children’s bulletins are available at our worship activity shelf in the back of the 

Sanctuary for our young children and youth (and for any adults who feel led to use them!). We hope 

that these activities will help worshipers connect with the service in ways that are meaningful to 

them. PLEASE return the activity kits with all of the supplies to the shelf at the end of the service. 

Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are always welcome. 
Sound is piped into Memorial Hall next door to the sanctuary for those who would welcome a space 
apart. We also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers at 9:45am.  There are changing tables in 
the restroom just off the sanctuary, in the nursery, and in the men’s restroom in the basement. 
There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the 
lots behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking here will 
allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in front of the 
church. 

 Some Things You Ought to Know  
TODAY following worship:   

• Learning Community 
• Community Time – Memorial Hall 
• Bible Study – 11:15am - Exodus Story with emphasis on Passover story,  
           Chapter 12, with Rev. David Pasinski  - Parlor 
• Deacons Retreat – Adult Education Room 

The One Great Hour of Sharing special offering will be collected NEXT Sunday. Your contribution 
supports disaster, refugee, and immigration and development ministries throughout the world.   
Special offering envelopes will be available in the pews. 

The 2019 UCC Lent Devotional Book Take Nothing With You, written by UCC authors, is available 
on the table in the back of the Sanctuary for a suggested price of $4 each (let us know if that price is 
prohibitive for you!) 

Lenten Bible Study will take place following worship through April 7: 

March 24:  Exodus Story with emphasis on Passover story, Chapter 12, 
 with Rev. David Pasinski  

March 31:   Psalm 46, with special focus on verse 10, “Be still and know that  
   I am God,” with Rev. Rick Cowles and Rev. Caroline Cargo 
April 7:  Topic to be announced, with Rev. Jim Tschudy  

http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
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ACTS Spring Banquet - TUESDAY IS THE DEADLINE to reserve your seat at a Plymouth table!  
The annual banquet is on Tuesday, April 9 at Drumlins, 800 Nottingham Road, Syracuse, 13224 
(5:30pm social hour, 6:30pm dinner).  Tickets are $75 each and can be purchased by writing a check 
to Plymouth Church with “ACTS dinner” in the memo line.  Please also include your meal choice 
(chicken, vegetarian, or salmon.) If you have questions, have special dietary needs or want more 
information about the ACTS banquet, contact Gert Danzy.  Support the social justice work of this 
interfaith network of congregations.  Scholarships are available if the cost is prohibitive; talk to John 
Terry. 

Plymouth Women are meeting on Monday, April 1 at 12:00noon at the Solvay Library, 615 
Woods Rd., Solvay, 13209.  All women are encouraged to attend. We meet to share our social justice 
interests and activities and for our own social connections.  Bring a lunch and a snack to share.   For 
directions or information, contact Anne Frank (315-487-1023) or Peggy Kinner (315-492-0556).   

ACTS Race Matters Book Club will meet tomorrow, Monday, March 25th, 7pm at Beth Shalom 
Chevra Shas, 18 Patsy Lane (off Jamesville Rd.), Dewitt.   This month’s book is “White Fragility” by 
Robin DiAngelo. The book club is open to all willing to tackle tough social issues in the context of 
white privilege and systemic racism. There is no expectation of participation from session to session. 
The gathering site varies from month to month. For more information on the book club, go visit our 
website acts-syracuse.org. 

Ushers, Greeters and Community Time hosts are needed EVERY Sunday so that we can 
continue our mission of “Welcoming all.”  Volunteer today by: 

1) Signing up online (Visit our website:  www.plymouthsyr.org;  click on GET INVOLVED at 
the top of the screen, scroll down to GREETERS, USHERS and HOSPITALITY 
VOLUNTEERS, click on SIGN UP and follow the prompts   OR 

2) Contacting a Deacon (an usher can connect you with one!) OR 
3) Contacting the church office 

Sign up with a friend, or partner with someone who has done it before.  Please consider a couple-
times-a-year commitment.   Thanks! 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Mon. March 25  Food Pantry – 2:00pm – 4:00pm 
• Thurs. March 28 Bell Choir Rehearsal, 5:30pm 
   Choir Rehearsal, 7:00pm 
• Sun. March 31  Worship/Chapel Time 
   Learning Community – 11:00am 
   Bible Study – 11:15am - Psalm 46, with special focus on  
     verse 10, “Be still and know that I am God,” with 
     Rev. Rick Cowles and Rev. Caroline Cargo 

   Music Notes for March 24, 2019  

Our prelude was written by Rosalie Bonighton (1946-2011,) an Australian organist/composer from 
Ballarat.  In this piece she adds new harmonies to the familiar tune (which we are singing for our 
opening hymn) and adds a short interlude in the middle. 

Richard Farrant (c.1525-1560) was an English composer and playwright.  He was music director at St. 
George’s Chapel at Windsor, and played for royalty regularly.  In the field of drama, he was one of the 
founders of the important Blackfriars Theatre.  Our anthem is written in the style of the English 
Reformation, which required that each note have just one syllable assigned to it (unlike the Catholic 
music of the time where one syllable might be sustained over several measures of music.) 

Lord, for thy tender mercies sake, lay not our sins to our charge, 

But forgive that is past, and give us grace to amend our sinful lives, 

http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
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To decline from sin, and incline to virtue, 

That we may walk in an upright heart before thee now and evermore. 

Our offertory anthem continues our tradition this year of singing carols for the Lenten season.  This 
carol was originally in French (Promptement Levez-vous) and exhorts us to service during Lent: 
 

Up my neighbor, come away.  See the work for us today – 

The hands to help, the mouths to feed, the sights to see, the books to read. 

Up and get us gone to help the world along; Up and get us gone, my neighbor.  

Up my neighbor, see the plough, for our hands lie waiting now; 

Grasp well the stilt, yoke up the team, stride out to meet the morning beam. 

Up my neighbor, let us pray; thank our maker everyday  

Who gave us work our strength to test, and made us proud to do our best. 

Healey Willan (1880-1968) was an English-born organist who moved to Canada in his thirties.  His first 
church was the large St. Paul’s Anglican church, but he left there shortly to become the music director at 
St. Mary Magdalene, which, although it was a much smaller church, practiced high Anglican liturgy.  
There he led an exemplary program which attracted visitors from all over North America.  Our postlude 
introduces hints of the hymn tune in the manuals, but it is only when the pedals enter that the entire 
hymn tune is played in long, low notes. 

 About Plymouth  
Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 

abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; for 
immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy in a 
hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for 

God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all people and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, 
or religious background. 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest 
for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the 
sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and programs that 
facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our congregation and community. 

 We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior.  We 
believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church and the 
ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, 
and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that life is too 
short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 

 
 

 
 

The Rev. Dr. John A. Terry, Interim Pastor; jterry@plymouthsyr.org 
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 

(315) 474-4836 
plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 


