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 Service of the Word  
 March 31, 2019 
 Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 10:00 am 

 

 THE GATHERING 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

PRELUDE Sheep May Safely Graze Johann Sebastian Bach 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT   Abigail Otte 

*OPENING HYMN Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You No. 4 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 32)  Barbara Genton 

One: Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.  
All: Happy are those to whom the LORD imputes no iniquity, and in whose spirit 

there is no deceit.   

One: I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not hide my iniquity;  
All: I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” and you forgave the 

guilt of my sin.   

One: Therefore, let all who are faithful offer prayer to you at a time of distress.   
All: You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; you surround 

me with glad cries of deliverance.   

One: Many are the torments of the wicked, but steadfast love surrounds those who 
trust in the LORD.   

All: Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you 
upright in heart.   

*INVOCATION (unison)   

Everlasting God, in whom we live and move and have our being, you have made 
us for yourself, so that our hearts are restless until they rest in you.  Give us purity 
of heart and strength of purpose, that no selfish passion may hinder us from 
knowing your will, no weakness keep us from doing it; that in your light we may 
see light clearly, and in your service find perfect freedom; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

DISCERNMENT COMMITTEE UPDATE  Josh Wright 

WORDS OF WELCOME 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 
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*SONG OF PRAISE      

 THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney 

 After the story, kids through 3rd grade can head upstairs for Chapel Time. 

SCRIPTURE Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

One: The word of God for the people of God. 
All: Thanks be to God.   

ANTHEM The Penitent Beardsley Van deWater 

SERMON Resentment 

*HYMN  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling No. 43 

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

CALL TO PRAYER 

One: God be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
Many: We lift our hearts to God. 
One:  Let us pray… 
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PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us have prayed since 

childhood, we will cycle through different versions over the course of a year. On the last Sunday of the 

month we pray the following adaptation from the New Zealand Prayer Book that uses contemporary, 

inclusive language.  It is a paraphrase – not a translation – of the original Greek in the New Testament. 

Eternal Spirit, 
Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver 
Source of all that is and all that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by people of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hopes and come on earth. 
With bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. 
May it be so.  Amen. 

      OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

Today we will receive the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering.  Your OGHS contributions will be 

combined with those from seven other Christian denominations to make an impact on the lives of real 

people throughout the world.  To contribute, please make a check out to Plymouth Congregational 

Church and write “OGHS” in the memo line, or place cash in the envelopes provided in the pews. 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM         Lord, Who Hast Formed Me Arlen Clarke 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

      Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
      Praise God, all creatures here below! 
      Praise God for all that love has done! 
      Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*CLOSING HYMN O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing No. 42 

*BENEDICTION 

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

POSTLUDE Fugue on the First Tone Johann Pachelbel 
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  Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

GREETER:  Sarah Whitton    USHERS:  Cyndi and Nick Signorelli 
LITURGIST:  Barbara Genton    ACOLYTE:  Abigail Otte    
OFFERING COUNTERS:  Keith Jakway and Audrey Kane 

You can volunteer for many of these ministries via the Plymouth website www.plymouthsyr.org.  Go to the “Get Involved” 

page and click on the link above the choir photo. 

Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  
Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  LARGE PRINT 
BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of the 
church. At Plymouth we try to engage people of all ages in different ways. Worship activity kits and 
age-appropriate children’s bulletins are available at our worship activity shelf in the back of the 
Sanctuary for our young children and youth (and for any adults who feel led to use them!). We hope 
that these activities will help worshipers connect with the service in ways that are meaningful to 
them. PLEASE return the activity kits with all of the supplies to the shelf at the end of the service. 

Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are always welcome. 
Sound is piped into Memorial Hall next door to the sanctuary for those who would welcome a space 
apart. We also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers at 9:45am.  There are changing tables in 
the restroom just off the sanctuary, in the nursery, and in the men’s restroom in the basement. 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the 
lots behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking here will 
allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in front of the 
church. 

  Some Things You Ought to Know  
TODAY following worship:   

• Learning Community 
• Community Time – Memorial Hall 
• Bible Study – 11:15am - Psalm 46, with special focus on verse 10, “Be still and  
      know that I am God,” with Rev. Rick Cowles and Rev. Caroline Cargo  - 
      Parlor 
• Forum Working Group – 11:15am - Adult Education Room 

The 2019 UCC Lent Devotional Book Take Nothing With You, written by UCC authors, is available 
on the table in the back of the Sanctuary for a suggested price of $4 each (let us know if that 
price is prohibitive for you!) 

The final Lenten Bible Study will be led by Jim Tschudy next Sunday:  John 12:1-8, Extravagant 
Grace – “Finding God in the Faith of  Others” with references to Barbara Brown Taylor’s “Holy 
Envy.”  

Plymouth Women are meeting tomorrow, Monday, April 1 at 12:00noon at the Solvay 
Library, 615 Woods Rd., Solvay, 13209.  All women are encouraged to attend. We meet to share 
our social justice interests and activities and for our own social connections.  Bring a lunch and a 
snack to share.   For directions or information, contact Anne Frank (315-487-1023) or Peggy 
Kinner (315-492-0556).   

“Ernie’s Journal—The Story of Plymouth Church’s Donkey”, a new book written and 

http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
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illustrated by member Leslie Archer, is available through Plymouth for a reduced price of $15.  
Contact the Church Office to place an order. 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Mon. April 1 Plymouth Women, 12noon @ Solvay Library 
  Food Pantry – 2:00pm – 4:00pm 
• Tues. April 2 Communications Team –  5:30pm, Adult Ed Room 
  Discernment Committee – 6:00pm, Parlor 
• Thurs. April 4 Bell Choir Rehearsal, 5:30pm 
  Choir Rehearsal, 7:00pm 
• Sun. April 7 Worship/Communion/PrayGround 
  Learning Community – 11:00am 
  Bible Study – 11:15am - with Rev. JimTschudy – Parlor 
  Youth Supper – 5:00pm at the French home 
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  Music Notes for March 31, 2019  

Our reading today contains the parables of the lost sheep and the prodigal son.  Our prelude 
comes from a secular cantata that Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) wrote in honor of a local 
nobleman’s birthday.  The basic message of the cantata is that sheep (and people) dwell safely 
and contentedly where there is a wise, benevolent ruler.  After Bach’s death, this piece was soon 
sung to sacred words with the message that sheep (people) dwell safely and contentedly under 
God’s wise and benevolent rule, and it is this version that is most familiar to people today. 

Not much is known about Beardsley Van deWater, other than he was born in Oswego, and 
started publishing his music around 1886.  He was Music Director at Westminster Presbyterian 
Church in New York City.  His music is typical of the Victorian era – somewhat (overly?) 
dramatic and sentimental.  Our anthem was originally for solo voice, but we present it as a trio 
with singers representing: Soprano- the narrator, Tenor- the Son, Bass- the Father.  The text is 
from today’s scripture reading. 

Arlen Clarke (b. 1954) was born in Upstate New York, although his education and career have 
taken him all over the country.  He currently is Music Director at St. Mary’s Roman Catholic 
Church in Greenville, South Carolina.  Our offertory anthem uses a text by the Welsh poet, 
George Herbert (1593-1633): 

 Lord, who hast formed me out of mud,  

 Redeemed me through thy blood,  

 And sanctified me to do good, 
 

 Purge all my sins done heretofore,  

 For I confess my heavy score,  

 And I will strive to sin no more. 
 

 Enrich my heart, mouth, and hands in me  

 With faith, with hope and charity; 

 That I may run, rise, rest with thee. 

Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706) was born in Nuremburg.  He was a prolific composer of the South 
German School.  He wrote over ninety fugues based on chants used to sing the magnificat, and 
our postlude is the first of those.  These fugues don’t contain any passages that are brilliant, 
flashy or surprising, but rather tend to be contemplative, and serious.  Although they were 
originally intended for the advent season, I think that they fit the spirit of Lent equally well. 

  About Plymouth  
Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 

abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; 
for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy 

in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking 
risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all people and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, 
or religious background. 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest 
for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the 
sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 
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We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and programs that 
facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our congregation and community. 

 We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and 
savior.  We believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the 
church and the ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the 
revelations of other religions, and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has 
granted us a purpose, and that life is too short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 

 
 

 
 

The Rev. Dr. John A. Terry, Interim Pastor; jterry@plymouthsyr.org 
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 
(315) 474-4836 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
 


