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THE GATHERING 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

RELUDE La Fille Aux Cheveux de Lin Claude Debussy 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT   Harry Crawford   

*OPENING HYMN Rejoice, Give Thanks and Sing No. 303 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 27)   Maurice Forrester 
   

One: The LORD is my light and my salvation – whom shall I fear? 
All:  Through storms and peril, danger and strife —  

One:  The LORD is the stronghold of my life — of whom shall I be afraid? 
All:  Through darkness and torment, tears and pain —  

One:  The LORD is my light and my salvation — whom shall I fear? 
All:  Through uncertainty and confusion, sorrow and loss — The LORD is the 

stronghold of my life — of whom shall I be afraid?   

*INVOCATION (unison)      

Almighty God, our Redeemer, in our weakness we have failed to be your 
messengers of forgiveness and hope.  Renew us by your Holy Spirit, that we may 
follow your commands and proclaim your reign of love; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen.   

WORDS OF WELCOME 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 
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*SONG OF PRAISE      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney  

After the Story for All Ages, all children and youth as well as any adults are invited to participate in the 

PrayGround in the space at the front, right-hand side of the sanctuary. The PrayGround is a dedicated 

space for them to quietly and creatively interact 

 with the day’s theme. 

SCRIPTURE Philippians 3:4b-14 

One: The word of God for the people of God. 
All: Thanks be to God.   

ANTHEM The Cherry Tree Carol Traditional English 

SERMON Pressing On 

*HYMN  Before Your Cross, O Jesus No. 191 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Bread of the World John Abdenour 

*DOXOLOGY Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
Praise God for all that love has done! 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
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THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 

DISTRIBUTION OF BREAD AND CUP 

Our communion table is open to everyone.  All you have to be to feast at this table is hungry.  

Please come forward by the center aisle, take a piece of bread, dip it in the cup, and eat before 

returning to your seat via the side aisles.  The cups contain non-alcoholic grape juice; an egg and 

gluten-free option is available instead of bread.  If you cannot come forward but would like to 

partake, simply raise your hand and servers will come to you. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen. 

 

There are several beloved versions of this prayer.  In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different 

versions that many of us have prayed since childhood, we will cycle through the different versions over the 

course of a year.  We will pray using “trespasses” through the first part of 2019. 

*CLOSING HYMN Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us No. 252  

*BENEDICTION 

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

POSTLUDE Prelude in D Johann Sebastian Bach 

   

 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

GREETER:  Gert Danzy      USHERS:  Barbara Genton and Cindy Perrine 
LITURGIST:   Maurice Forrester      ACOLYTE:  Harry Crawford 

COMMUNION SERVERS:   Funmi Afelumo, George Bain, Juliet Giglio,  
Keith Giglio, Maurine McTyre-Watts 
COMMUNITY TIME:  Harold Bristol 

OFFERING COUNTERS:  Keith Jakway and Audrey Kane 

 

You can volunteer for many of these ministries via the Plymouth website www.plymouthsyr.org.  Go to the “Get Involved” 

page and click on the link above the choir photo. 

Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  
Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  LARGE PRINT 
BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of the 
church. At Plymouth we try to engage people of all ages in different ways. Worship activity kits and 
age-appropriate children’s bulletins are available at our worship activity shelf in the back of the 
Sanctuary for our young children and youth (and for any adults who feel led to use them!). We hope 
that these activities will help worshipers connect with the service in ways that are meaningful to 
them. PLEASE return the activity kits with all of the supplies to the shelf at the end of the service. 

http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
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Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are always welcome. 
Sound is piped into Memorial Hall next door to the sanctuary for those who would welcome a space 
apart. We also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers at 9:45am.  There are changing tables in 
the restroom just off the sanctuary, in the nursery, and in the men’s restroom in the basement. 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the 
lots behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking here will 
allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in front of the 
church. 

  Some Things You Ought to Know  
TODAY following worship:   

• Learning Community 
• Community Time – Memorial Hall 
• Bible Study – 11:15am - John 12:1-8, Extravagant Grace – “Finding God in the Faith of  

Others” with references to Barbara Brown Taylor’s “Holy Envy,”  led by Rev. Jim Tschudy - 
Parlor 

• Youth Supper – 5:00pm at the French home 

NEW! Family Dance:  All are invited to a special Plymouth Community Folk Dance on Friday, 
April 26 from 6pm – 8pm in Kirtland Hall. There will be live music and all dances will be taught 
and are easy, accessible and fun!  The event is free, with a suggested donation of $5/person or 
$15/family to thank the musicians. This is a great opportunity to build community at Plymouth. 

Earth Day Clean Up:   Join Plymouth ROCKS and Christian Formation on April 27 and help 
beautify downtown.   Meet at the MOST (500 S. Franklin St.) by 9:30am. RSVP by April 10 to get 
a free T-shirt (contact Kim Looney or via link in Plymouth ROCKS article in April Plymouth Story.) 

Heifer Festival - Mexico – Sunday, May 5, 11:00-12:30:   

DID YOU KNOW? Twenty-one percent of Mexico’s population lives in rural areas. The World 
Bank reports that 55 percent of its land area is used for agricultural purposes and 13 percent of 
its total population relies on agriculture for their livelihoods. 

Heifer Mexico gives farmers the gifts of animals, seeds, equipment, and training to help them 
and their communities diversify their crops so they are not dependent on one seasonal crop, 
such as coffee, as their sole source of income. 

HOW YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE: Take home a Fill the Ark Giving Calendar and Giving Bank. 
Read and participate in each day’s lesson, collecting money in your giving bank. Bring your full 
giving bank back to Plymouth on Sunday, May 5th for a special collection! Our overall goal is to 
raise $2,000 this year! 

The 2019 UCC Lent Devotional Book Take Nothing With You, is available on the table in the back 
of the Sanctuary for a suggested price of $4 each (let us know if that price is prohibitive for you!) 

“Ernie’s Journal—The Story of Plymouth Church’s Donkey”, a new book written and 
illustrated by member Leslie Archer, is available through Plymouth for a reduced price of $15.  
Contact the Church Office by April 15 to place an order. 
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THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Mon. April 8 Food Pantry – 2:00pm – 4:00pm 
  Discernment Committee – 6:00pm - Parlor 
• Tues. April 9 Board of Deacons –  5:15pm, Parlor 
  Board of Trustees – 5:30pm, Adult Education Room 
  ACTS Banquet – 5:30pm, Drumlins 
• Thurs. April 11 Bell Choir Rehearsal, 5:30pm 
  Choir Rehearsal, 7:00pm 
• Sun. April 14 Worship/Las Alfombras 

 Music Notes for April 7, 2019  

You may have noticed that the piano in the sanctuary is black and a foot longer than last week.  Last 
week we informally bid adieu to our old piano and this week we welcome a new piano to the sanctuary.  
Here’s some information on the two pianos: 

The old piano was built in 1896 by Steinway and Sons of New York.  It was a model A – 6 feet long, and 
built to the highest standards.  It was given to Plymouth in 1982 by Gertrude Bigwood.  Steinway says, 
for a round figure, they expect their pianos to last eighty years.  Ours was 123 years old.  It was showing 
its age – the tuning pins had loosened over the years, and it would not stay in tune for more than a week 
or so; the soundboard had cracked in about a dozen places and needed to be replaced.  Some of the 
irreplaceable ivory keys had chipped.  Steinway said that restoring and rebuilding the piano would take 
a year and cost $56,500.  In every annual report that I have done for Plymouth, the concluding 
paragraph said that something would eventually have to be done about the piano. 

In a perfect world, a new Steinway 7’ piano would be the perfect choice.  Why a longer piano?  
Surprisingly, a larger instrument allows you to play more softly while still filling the room.  (If we had a 
small upright piano, one would have to bang it loudly all the time just to be heard in the back.  A larger 
piano can fill the room with gentle sound.)  Why Steinway?  They are consistently the finest pianos built 
today, and the preference of over 90% of professional pianists because of their consistent excellence.  
They also last the longest - as we experienced with our previous Steinway.  There were other, less 
expensive options available, each with its own compromises. 

On Thursday, March 21st, Jim Vedder approached me before choir practice and said that he had decided 
to give such a piano to Plymouth in memory of his wife, Carol.  It was a perfect tribute because Carol had 
been an excellent pianist in her younger days before arthritis severely limited her ability to play.  The 
next day found us both at Syracuse Artist Pianos admiring a beautiful 7 foot (Model B) Steinway that 
was built in 2009, and previously owned by a busy doctor who found he had no time to actually play it.  
It was in like-new condition, and Steinway provided a new piano warranty with it.  It is a beautiful, 
sensitive instrument, and we will dedicate it in our worship service on April 28th, and then have a 
dedicatory recital following Heifer Festival on May 5th at 1pm given by Steinway Artist Steven Heyman. 

What will happen to the old piano?  We expect that it will be returned to its birthplace at the Steinway 
factory in New York City.  Most of the internal parts will be discarded, and most likely, a new piano will 
be built inside the historic case, which will be refinished. 

We express our appreciation to Jim for this fitting memorial honoring the life of Carol Vedder.  May this 
instrument be used to praise God for many years. 
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 About Plymouth  
Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 

abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; 
for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy 

in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking 
risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all people and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, 
or religious background. 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest 
for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the 
sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 

 

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and programs that 
facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our congregation and community. 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior.  We 
believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church and the 
ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, 
and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that life is too 
short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 

 
 

 
 

The Rev. Dr. John A. Terry, Interim Pastor; jterry@plymouthsyr.org 
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 
(315) 474-4836 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
 


