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 THE GATHERING 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

PRELUDE Intermezzo in A Johannes Brahms 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT   Elias Mannion  

*OPENING HYMN When In Our Music God Is Glorified Insert, pg. 7 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 92)  Olive Crawford 
   

One: It is good to give thanks to the LORD, to sing praises to your name, O Most High;  
All: to declare your steadfast love in the morning, and your faithfulness by night,  

One:  to the music of the lute and the harp, to the melody of the lyre.   
All: For you, O LORD, have made me glad by your work; at the works of your hands 

I sing for joy.   

One: The righteous flourish like the palm tree, and grow like a cedar in Lebanon.   
All:  They are planted in the house of the LORD; they flourish in the courts of our 

God.   

One:  In old age they still produce fruit; they are always green and full of sap,  
All:  showing that the LORD is upright; he is my rock, and there is no 

unrighteousness in him.   

*INVOCATION (unison)    

Almighty God, Creator and Sustainer of all, giver of every good and perfect gift; for the 
joy of seedtime and the riches of harvest, for life-long seed and sacred earth, for 
blessed sun and blessed rain, for the bounty of field and garden, forest and mine; for 
divine love that blesses our lives and speaks to our souls, reconciling us to you and to 
others; help us that our work and homes, our schools and factories, our bodies, minds 
and strength may be used as a sacred trust from you, that we may be good stewards of 
all these your blessings, and that we may so share our bounty with those in need 
across the world so as to cause all lands to break forth into songs of thanksgiving.  We 
give thanks, O God.  Amen.   

WORDS OF WELCOME 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 
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*SONG OF PRAISE    

  THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney 

SCRIPTURE Psalm 150  

 Praise the LORD!  Praise God in his sanctuary; praise God in the mighty firmament!   
Praise God for mighty deeds; praise God according to surpassing greatness!   

Praise him with trumpet sound;  
Praise God with lute and harp!  
Praise God with tambourine and dance;  
Praise God with strings and pipe!  
Praise God with clanging cymbals;  
Praise with loud clashing cymbals;  
Praise God with piano;  
Let everything that breathes praise the LORD!    
Praise the LORD!  

DUET Eine Kleine Nachtmusik – Minuet Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

READING Isaiah 40:1-5 

 After the reading, kids and youth depart with Kim and Chris for extended Chapel Time. 

ANTHEM For the Beauty of the Earth  John Rutter 

SERMON #1 How I Used Scripture and Song to Fight Satan  

READING Revelation 19:1-10 

 Narrator 1: After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in 
heaven, saying,  

 Congregation: ‘Hallelujah!  Salvation and glory and power to our God, for his 
judgments are true and just; he has judged the great whore who 
corrupted the earth with her fornication, and he has avenged on her 
the blood of his servants.”   

 Narrator 1:  Once more they said,  
 Congregation:  ‘Hallelujah!  The smoke goes up from her for ever and ever.’   

 Narrator 1:  And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and 
worshipped God who is seated on the throne, saying,  

 Congregation:  ‘Amen.  Hallelujah!’   

 Narrator 1:  And from the throne came a voice saying,  
 Narrator 2:  ‘Praise our God, all you his servants, and all who fear him, small and great.’   
 Narrator 1:  Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the 

sound of many waters and like the sound of mighty thunder-peals, crying 
out,  
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 Congregation:  ‘Hallelujah!  For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns.  Let us rejoice 
and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has 
come, and his bride has made herself ready; to her it has been granted 
to be clothed with fine linen, bright and pure’— for the fine linen is the 
righteous deeds of the saints.   

 Narrator 1:  And the angel said to me,  
 Narrator 2:  ‘Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the 

Lamb.’   
 Narrator 1:  And he said to me,  
 Narrator 2:  ‘These are true words of God.’   
 Narrator1:  Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me,  
 Narrator 2:  ‘You must not do that!  I am a fellow-servant with you and your comrades 

who hold the testimony of Jesus.   Worship God!  For the testimony of Jesus 
is the spirit of prophecy.’   

*HYMN  How Can I Keep From Singing? No. 476 

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

CALL TO PRAYER 

One: God be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts. 
Many: We lift our hearts to God. 

One:  Let us pray… 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us have prayed since 

childhood, we will cycle through different versions over the course of a year. On the last Sunday of the 

month we pray the following, which is adapted from the New Zealand Prayer Book and uses 

contemporary, inclusive language.  It is a paraphrase – not a translation – of the original Greek in the 

New Testament. 

Eternal Spirit, 
Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver 
Source of all that is and all that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by people of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hopes and come on earth. 
With bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. 
May it be so.  Amen. 
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      OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM         Come Sunday Duke Ellington 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
Praise God for all that love has done! 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 THE JOINING OF NEW MEMBERS 

Gail Swinburne 
Rev. James C. Tschudy 

LITANY OF INTENT  

One: Friends in Christ, we are all received into the church through the sacrament of 
baptism. These people have found nurture and support in the midst of the 
family of Christ. 

Many: They have been led by the Spirit to affirm their baptism and to claim in 
our presence their covenantal relationship with Christ and the members 
of the Christian church.  

One: They are here, as we are here, to endeavor to love God with all our hearts, and 
all our souls, and all our minds. God help us. 

Many: They are here, as we are here, to endeavor to love our neighbors as we 
love ourselves. God help us. 

One: Friends who are joining, we rejoice in your pilgrimage of faith which has 
brought you to this time and place. 

Many: We give thanks for every community of faith which has been your 
spiritual home, and we celebrate your presence in this household of faith. 

One: Do you promise, by the grace of God, to be a vital part of the family of Christ, to 
be Christ’s disciple, to follow in the way of our Savior, to resist oppression and 
evil, to show love and justice, and to witness to the work and Word of Jesus 
Christ as best you are able? 

Those joining:  We promise, with the help of God. 

Many: Do you promise, according to the grace given to you, to grow in the 
Christian faith?  And do you promise, that so far as able, you will 
participate in the life of this church, by worshipping God with us, and 
offering your time, talent and means for the ministry of this church and 
for the larger church of which this is a part? 

Those joining:  We promise, with the help of God. 

One: We welcome you with joy as partners in the common life of this church, and we 
offer to you the hand of Christian love. 
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 PIANO DEDICATION 

One: It is right that we should now dedicate it to God and set it apart to the sacred 
use for which it is intended.  That the ministry of music in this church may be to 
the glory of God, our Creator, that we may more worthily worship God,  

All: we dedicate this piano.   

One: To the praise of Christ, at whose birth the angels sang, that our joy in him may 
find more worthy expression,  

All: we dedicate this piano.   

One: And to the Holy Spirit, in whose fellowship the discords of life are lost in the 
glorious harmony of God,  

All: we dedicate this piano.   

One: To the church of Jesus Christ and its mission in the world; the comforting of the 
sorrowful, the strengthening of the weak, the cheering of the wary, the curing of 
sin-sick souls, the swelling of the chorus of praise,  

All: we dedicate this piano.   

One: To a deeper appreciation of the sacred hymns that are ours, the profound 
expression of God-inspired souls,  

All: we dedicate this piano.   

One: In loving memory of Carol Vedder,  
All: we dedicate this piano.   

One: Here in your holy presence, O God, surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses 
of all the ages, grateful for our lofty inheritance, and conscious of the sacrifices 
of those who have gone before, we do now dedicate ourselves and this piano to 
your service.   

All: Amen. 

SERMON #2 In Praise of Hymnals 

*CLOSING HYMN Jesus Shall Reign No. 300 

*BENEDICTION 

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

POSTLUDE    March Franz Schubert 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

    
  
  

There will be a congregational meeting immediately following 
worship.   The purpose of this meeting will be to approve the 

slate of nominations for the Pastoral Search Committee as 
presented by Church Council. 
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 About Our New Members  
GAIL SWINBURNE 

Gail grew up in Liverpool and attended Syracuse University.   She met her husband, Paul, in 
1980.  They moved to Oswego for 30 years.  Paul has since died.  Gail is so glad to be back in 
Syracuse.  One of the things she does is volunteering (occasionally) at Beaver Lake.  Currently, 
she is a board member of the Adirondack Mountain Club.  The “Y” keeps her busy as does the 
“Oasis” Center.  She travels.  She is happy and excited to find Plymouth and be part of the 
Plymouth community. 

JIM TSCHUDY 

Jim has attended Plymouth since July, 2017, upon retiring after 30 years as Pastor of the Pulaski 
Congregational UCC.  He is a graduate of Union Theological Seminary, NYC, 1967; Elmhurst 
College, (IL), 1964.  His first pastorate was the UCC Congregation in Oswego (subsequently 
merged with the Presbyterian Church forming Faith United Church in Oswego).    He has had a 
dual career in ministry and education, retiring from Oswego City Schools as Director of Special 
Education in 2006.  Jim is currently an adjunct professor at Oswego State  (teaching “History of 
Education in the US, 1865 to the Present) and Chaplain at St. Luke’s Health (since 1975).   Jim’s 
wife, Juanita was Assoc. Registrar at Oswego State, and is currently treasurer of Faith United 
Church in Oswego.    Jim is Chair of the Committee on Authorized Ministry for the Oneida 
Association.  Jim and Juanita are parents of Jim (& Lori) in Ridgefield, CT; Pete (& Kati) of 
Hamilton, MA; Laura (& John) of Las Vegas, and John, also of Las Vegas, and have six 
grandchildren.  Jim has long-standing interests in model railroading and photography. 

 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

GREETER:  Sarah Whitton USHERS:  Frank Leonard and Kailyn Wright 
LITURGIST:  Olive Crawford  ACOLYTE:  Elias Mannion 

FLOWERS given by Linda and Scott Kraemer in celebration of the birth of their grandson, 
Everett Paul Kraemer, born to Miles and Angela on April 22nd.   He joins his sister, Adelina at 

home in Clifton Park, NY.  May God’s blessings be upon them! 
OFFERING COUNTERS:  Audrey Kane and Elaine Wolf 

 

You can volunteer for many of these ministries via the Plymouth website www.plymouthsyr.org.  Go to the “Get Involved” 

page and click on the link above the choir photo. 

Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  
Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  LARGE PRINT BULLETINS 
ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of the 
church. At Plymouth we try to engage All of all ages in different ways. Worship activity kits and age-
appropriate children’s bulletins are available at our worship activity shelf in the back of the Sanctuary 
for our young children and youth (and for any adults who feel led to use them!). We hope that these 
activities will help worshipers connect with the service in ways that are meaningful to them. PLEASE 
return the activity kits with all of the supplies to the shelf at the end of the service. 

Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are always welcome. Sound 
is piped into Memorial Hall next door to the sanctuary for those who would welcome a space apart. We 
also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers at 9:45am.  There are changing tables in the restroom just 
off the sanctuary, in the nursery, and in the men’s restroom in the basement. 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the lots 
behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking here will allow 
those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in front of the church. 

http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
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 Some Things You Ought to Know  
TODAY following worship:   

• Congregational Meeting - Sanctuary 
• Community Time 
• Forum – Rescue Mission update on LGBTQ Youth Shelter project - Sanctuary 

Pastor John Terry will be on vacation Monday, April 29 – Saturday, May 18.   Emergency pastoral 
concerns may be brought to the attention of Dave Pasinski,  315-663-1330. 

Heifer Festival - Mexico – NEXT Sunday, May 5, 11:00-12:30:   

DID YOU KNOW? Plymouth Church has been supporting Heifer International for 43 years 
and has fundraised enough money to buy over 8 arks (that’s over $40,000!) Last year alone 
we raised around $2,900! Our goal this year is to raise $2,000 to support Heifer’s work. 

HOW YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE:  

• Prepare a Mexican-inspired dish for our Heifer Potluck.  
• Consider donating the amount you would spend on a meal at your favorite 

restaurant.  
• Purchase plants for your garden (donated by Carol Watson Greenhouse).  
• Follow the Heifer Calendar in the back of the sanctuary and bring your Heifer Giving 

Bank for a special offering during worship.  
• Participate in our games and activities! 

Piano Recital: On Sunday, May 5th at 1 pm, we welcome Steinway Artist Steven Heyman to 
perform the dedicatory recital on the new 7 foot Steinway Model B piano.  This piano was 
generously given to Plymouth in memory of Carol Vedder, a fine pianist and member of 
Plymouth.  Mr. Heyman will perform a one hour program of music by Haydn, Chopin, Copland, 
Bolcom and Debussy.  Free admission; a freewill offering will be collected to benefit Heifer 
International. 

Plymouth Women are meeting on Monday, May 6 at 12:00noon at the Solvay Library, 615 
Woods Rd., Solvay, 13209.   Bring a lunch and a snack to share.   For directions or information, 
contact Anne Frank (315-487-1023) or Peggy Kinner (315-492-0556).  And use the back parking lot 

for better accessibility! 

Duck Race Raffle Tickets on sale now!  The Christian Formation Board is selling raffle tickets 
for InterFaith Works’ 17th Annual Duck Race to End Racism. Fifty percent of the proceeds will go 
to support the El-Hindi Center for Dialogue program at InterFaith Works and fifty percent will 
go to support the Christian Formation Board’s work at Plymouth. Raffle tickets can be 
purchased for $5 each to participate in the general public Community Duck Race 
featuring many prizes and gifts. You do NOT have to attend the Duck Race to participate 
in the raffle. Please contact Jim Dunne or the Church Office to purchase tickets.  More info 
is in the May Plymouth Story. 

Food Pantry News:   In a recent, very limited survey of individuals we serve at Plymouth Food 
Pantry, we found that of those surveyed: 

30% have children living at home,  
80% unemployed longer than 2 years, 35% on disability. 
100% are below the federal poverty line 
99% receive less than $12,000 annually 

https://www.interfaithworkscny.org/event/17th-annual-duck-race-to-end-racism/
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We, at Plymouth Food Pantry are proud to be serving this need in our community with your 
help and donations. Thank you! 

Church Leadership and Ministry Opportunities:   If you are wondering who sits on Church 
Council and Boards, what those Boards do, and what other ministry opportunities are available 
at Plymouth, contact the church office for a current copy of the “Church Leadership and Catalog 
of Ministries” document.   Copies are also available on the back table. 

Feeding Body and Soul, a jazz benefit for hunger featuring ESP is taking place on   Thursday, 
May 2, 7pm at CNY Jazz Central, 441 E. Washington Street.   Admission is $20 and proceeds 
benefit the Interreligious Food Consortium.  

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Mon. April 29 Food Pantry – 2:00pm – 4:00pm 
• Thurs. May 2 Bell Choir Rehearsal, 5:30pm -Sanctuary 
  Choir Rehearsal, 7:00pm – Memorial Hall 
• Sat. May 4 Oneida Association Meeting, 8:30am, West Winfield 

 Federated Church 
• Sun.  May 5 Worship/Communion 

 Heifer Festival – immediately following worship 
 Piano Recital – 1pm in the sanctuary 

 Music Notes for April 28, 2019  

We are so excited to dedicate our new piano today which was given in memory of Carol Vedder.  
Thanks to our pianists: Joseph Downing, Alice Hatt, Leslie Archer, Dawn Franits and Nicholas 
Abelgore. 

Around 1700 Bartolomeo Cristofiori built a harpsichord, but instead of plucking the strings, he 
fashioned a simple hammer to hit the strings.  Unlike the harpsichord, which was always the 
same volume, his new instrument could play softly when struck softly, and loudly when struck 
hard, so he named it the Pianoforte – “piano” means “soft” in Italian, and “forte” means loud.  He 
also increased the tension on the strings so that they wouldn’t stretch out of tune when struck, 
and one night one of his new pianos imploded because of this extra tension.  Clearly, he needed 
to increase the strength of the body of the instrument as well!   

During the classic period (from about 1725-1800) the piano gained enormous popularity with 
composers such as J. C. Bach (who was J. S. Bach’s son, and wrote the first piano concertos,) 
Franz Josef Haydn, and Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.  By the time of Ludwig Beethoven, the 
harpsichord was all but forgotten, and by the nineteenth century, the piano reigned supreme 
amongst keyboard instruments.  Of course, during this time, improvements continued to be 
made – some stood the test of time, like adding a cast iron frame to allow for increased tension, 
and having three strings for most notes on the piano to give a richer tone.  Others went by the 
wayside – why, oh why did only one piano manufacturer add a pedal that would turn pages! 
(Page turning is the bane of my existence!) 

In 1853 Heinrich Engelhard Steinweg began building pianos in a small shop in Manhattan.  His 
name was later Americanized to Henry Steinway.  He numbered his first piano #483 because he 
had previously built 482 pianos back in Germany.  By the end of the century, Steinway had 
established a second factory in Hamburg, become a leading manufacturer of pianos in America 
and patented over 126 improvements. 
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At 6’ 10½”, our Model B is the second largest piano made by Steinway, and is often referred to 
rounded off to 7’.  It is also known as a “Half-concert” grand (the full concert grand is 8’ 11¾ “ 
and referred to as 9’.) 

Today we express our appreciation for the generous donation of our new piano, given in 
memory of Carol Vedder, and dedicated to the service and glory of God. 

 About Plymouth  
Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 

abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and 
war; for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents 

of mercy in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with 
justice, taking risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all, all and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, 
or religious background. 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest 
for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the 
sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and programs that 
facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our congregation and community. 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and 
savior.  We believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the 
church and the ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the 
revelations of other religions, and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has 
granted us a purpose, and that life is too short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 

 

 
 The Rev. Dr. John A. Terry, Interim Pastor; jterry@plymouthsyr.org 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 
Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 
Mark Johnson, Sexton 

 
232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 

(315) 474-4836 
plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 

 


