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Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

 Service of the Word  
 May 19, 2019 
 Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 10:00 am 

 

 

THE GATHERING 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

PRELUDE on Rhosymedre  (based on Hymn #222) Ralph Vaughan Williams 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT   Abigail Otte 

*OPENING HYMN Come, O Fount of Every Blessing No. 459 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psam 148)  Dawn Franits 

One:  Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise God in the heights! 
All: Praise God, all you angels; praise God, all you host!   

One:   Praise God, sun and moon; praise God, all you shining stars!   
All:  Praise God, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens!   

One:   Let them praise the name of God, for God commanded and they were created.   
All:  Young men and women alike, old and young together!   

One:  Let them praise the name of the God, for God’s name alone is exalted; God’s glory is 
above earth and heaven.   

All:  Praise the LORD!   

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)   

Glorious Lord of Life, we praise you, that by the mighty resurrection of your Son, 
you have delivered us from death and made your whole creation new; grant that 
we who celebrate with joy Christ’s rising from the dead, may be raised from the 
death of sin to the life of righteousness; through him who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever.  Amen.   

WORDS OF WELCOME   

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
One: Peace be with you. 
All: And, also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 
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*SONG OF PRAISE    
 

THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney 

After the story, kids through 3rd grade can head upstairs for Chapel Time. 

ANTHEM “Help us accept each other” John Ness Beck 
(see hymn #388 for the text) 

THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

CALL TO PRAYER 

One: God be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts. 
Many: We lift our hearts to God. 

One:  Let us pray… 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

There are several beloved versions of this prayer.  In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different 

versions that many of us have prayed since childhood, we will cycle through the different versions over the 

course of a year.  We will pray using “debts”  

through the end of summer. 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “O what their joy and their glory must be” Healy Willan 
(see hymn #385 for the text) 
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*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
Praise God for all that love has done! 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*HYMN  All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name No. 304 

SCRIPTURE Luke 10:25-37 

One:  The word of God for the people of God.  
All:  Thanks be to God. 

SERMON "My Little Toil of Love" John Dorhauer 

*CLOSING HYMN God the Omnipotent! No. 577 

*BENEDICTION 

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

POSTLUDE on “God of Grace”   CWM RHONDDA arr. by Paul Manz 

   

This morning we welcome the Rev. Dr. John C. Dorhauer to the pulpit.   John is finishing his first 

term as General Minister and President of the United Church of Christ, and will stand for reelection 

at the upcoming Synod in Milwaukee next month. He is the author of two published books, 

“Steeplejacking: How the Christian Right is Hijacking Mainstream Religion” and “Beyond 

Resistance: the Institutional Church Meets the Postmodern World.”  He is entering his 32nd year of 

ordained ministry in June, at which time he will also celebrate his 35th wedding anniversary to his 

beloved Mimi. 

 
We also welcome the music leadership of Alice Dickerson Hatt 

 while Joe Downing is away. 
 

   

 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

GREETER:  Gail Swinburne   USHERS:  David Michel and Sarah VanNorstrand 
LITURGIST:  Dawn Franits   ACOLYTE:  Abigail Otte 
OFFERING COUNTERS:  Sue Bogucz and Elaine Wolf 

 

Hospitality Ministry – Please consider serving as a host for Community Time.  There is a sign-
up chart in the bell tower entrance.  It’s easy and we’ll help you! 

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of 
whatever you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans 
for larger or multiple arrangements can always be made. 

Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the 
sanctuary.  Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.   

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of 
the church. At Plymouth we try to engage All of all ages in different ways. Worship activity kits 
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and age-appropriate children’s bulletins are available at our worship activity shelf in the back of 
the Sanctuary for our young children and youth (and for any adults who feel led to use them!). 
We hope that these activities will help worshipers connect with the service in ways that are 
meaningful to them. PLEASE return the activity kits with all of the supplies to the shelf at the end 
of the service. 

Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are always 
welcome. Sound is piped into Memorial Hall next door to the sanctuary for those who would 
welcome a space apart. We also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers at 9:45am.  There are 
changing tables in the restroom just off the sanctuary, in the nursery, and in the men’s restroom 
in the basement. 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in 
the lots behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking 
here will allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in 
front of the church. 

 Some Things You Ought to Know  
TODAY following worship:   

• Learning Community 
• Community Time 
• Forum – White Privilege, with John Dorhauer – Sanctuary 
• Youth Justice Work – attend forum followed by lunch 

CNY Diaper Bank's Mother’s Day diaper drive:   Many parents in our community struggle to 
pay for the diapers their babies need.   In honor of Mothers’ Day we will be collecting diapers 
throughout the month of May for the Central New York Diaper Bank.  Just leave the diapers in 
the portacrib at the back of the sanctuary and we will get them to the right place.  Let’s make 
Syracuse the dry bum capital of America!   

The Food Pantry is in need of reusable bags and manual can openers for our clients. Donations 
of these items can be dropped off in the food pantry basket at the back of the sanctuary.  Thank 
you! 

Rescue Mission Youth Shelter Update:  Two years ago, Plymouth members approved funding 
support for The Rescue Mission's effort to renovate a house for a shelter that will serve LGBTQ 
youth. The Rescue Mission is moving forward with the project and a summary is available in the 
back of the sanctuary. If you have questions or comments about the project, please contact Jon 
Preston 585-797-7056 or jpspeechie@hotmail.com 

Duck Race Raffle Tickets on sale now!  The Christian Formation Board is selling raffle tickets 
for InterFaith Works’ 17th Annual Duck Race to End Racism. Fifty percent of the proceeds will go 
to support the El-Hindi Center for Dialogue program at InterFaith Works and fifty percent will 
go to support the Christian Formation Board’s work at Plymouth. Raffle tickets can be 
purchased for $5 each to participate in the general public Community Duck Race 
featuring many prizes and gifts. You do NOT have to attend the Duck Race to participate 
in the raffle. Please contact Jim Dunne or the Church Office to purchase tickets.  More info 
is in the May Plymouth Story. 

The One Great Hour of Sharing special offering raised $1,320 for this ministry outside our 
walls, a 23% increase over last year!   Praise God for the generosity of the people of Plymouth. 

Plymouth ROCKS:   We will be serving lunch at the Rescue Mission on Sunday, May 26.  The 

mailto:jpspeechie@hotmail.com
https://www.interfaithworkscny.org/event/17th-annual-duck-race-to-end-racism/
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group will leave Plymouth around 10:15am and will finish serving shortly after 12pm.  Young 
(ages 12 and up) and old are welcome!   AND, with summer upon us, please note the dress 
code:   close-toed shoes (no sandals), long pants, capris or shorts to the knees, and no tank tops.   
RSVP to Chris Hopkins (christinehopkins03@gmail.com or 315 476-5139.)  

Show your pride!  June 22 is the Central New York Pride parade and festival and this is a 
wonderful opportunity for Plymouth to celebrate our open and affirming commitment.  As the 
50th anniversary of the Stonewall Uprising, this is a particularly meaningful year for all to 
celebrate. The celebration will be at the Inner Harbor.  The parade itself is at 12 PM, and we 
have great posters already created by Will Doswell, and Joe Downing will write a short song for 
us to sing as we march.  We also have a table from 1-4 PM.  Please sign up to march and/or sit at 
the table to help the community learn about Plymouth.  You can sign up in the back of the 
sanctuary. And stay tuned for an online signup option.   For more information, contact Lori 
Forrester (loriaforrester@gmail.com), John Mannion (jmannion@syr.edu) or Linda Milosky 
(milosky@syr.edu).   

Thank you to everyone who participated, volunteered, and gave generously at our Heifer 
Festival on Sunday May 5th! Our goal was to raise $2,000, and we have raised over $3,000 with 
more donations still expected to come in! We’ll keep you posted on the final count. Thanks to 
you, Heifer International will be able to empower more families around the world toward 
sustainable livelihoods. 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Mon. May 20 Deadline for June Plymouth Story 
   Food Pantry – 2:00pm – 4:00pm 

• Tues. May 21 Church Council, 5:30pm – Parlor 
• Wed. May 22 Pastoral Search Committee, 6:00pm - Parlor 
• Thurs. May 23 Bell Choir Rehearsal, 5:30pm -Sanctuary 
  Choir Rehearsal, 7:00pm – Memorial Hall 
• Fri. May 24 Church Office Closed (staff vacation) 
• Sun.  May 26 Worship/Chapel Time 

 Serve Lunch at the Rescue Mission – depart 10:15am 
 Community Time 

 Music Notes for May 19, 2019  

Our prelude is a well-known chorale prelude by Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) which uses 
the tune Rhosymedre, commonly sung to the hymn text “My song is love unknown” (#222).   It is one of 
three settings of Welsh hymn tunes composed in 1920 by Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958).  
The tune Rhosymedre was composed by J. D. Edwards, a vicar in the North Wales village Rhosymedre.  

Anthem -  The hymn text, “Help us accept each other” by Fred Kaan (1929-2009), takes seriously 
what it means to be a Christian community:  to search for hope and faith, to care not just for some but for all, 

to do the truth in love, to practice acceptance, to minister to those hungering for acceptance, righteousness and 

bread.  Author Fred Kaan (1929-2009), born in Haarlem in the Netherlands, lived through the Nazi 
occupation and witnessed the death of three grand-parents from starvation. His parents were deeply 
involved in the resistance movement, taking refugees into their home. All this had a profound 
influence on Kaan who became a pacifist. Besides serving pastorates in England, he was an executive 
in the World Alliance of Reformed Churches in Geneva. Fred Kaan, together with British 
hymnwriters Brian Wren and Fred Pratt Green, brought the language and theological vision of 
hymnody out of the earlier Victorian era into the late 20th century. “His linguistic ability, ecumenical 

service, and fervent concern for the powerless are apparent in his hymns, numbering more than 200.” (Carlton 

mailto:christinehopkins03@gmail.com
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Young).  American John Ness Beck (1930-1987) composed the tune and arrangement of this hymn-
anthem.  Beck was on the faculty of Ohio State University. 

Our Offertory Anthem is based on the hymn “O what their joy and their glory must be” with text by Peter 
Abelard  (1079-1142). The tune O Quanta Qualia comes from a Paris hymnbook, the Antiphoner, 1681.  
It is named for the opening words of this Latin hymn.  The tune is arranged by Healey Willan (1880-
1968).  Willan was one of Canada’s most important musicians; he described himself as “English by 
birth, Canadian by adoption, Irish by extraction, and Scotch by absorption.” 

The Postlude on “God of Grace” is Paul Manz’s (1919-2009) energetic arrangement of the Welsh 
hymn tune “CWM RHONDDA.” It combines the opening musical phrase of Handel”s “Hallelujah 
Chorus” with a chorale prelude on the well-loved hymn tune.  During his career, he played numerous 
concerts and designed many Hymn Festivals, including appearing with symphony orchestras at 
Lincoln Center and the Kennedy Center. Manz taught for many years at Concordia College, St. Paul, 
and later was Professor of Church Music and Artist in Residence at the Lutheran School of Theology 
at Chicago.   A biography has been written of his life, "The Journey Was Chosen: The Life and Work of 
Paul Manz," by Scott Hyslop.  

 About Plymouth  
Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 

abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; 
for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy 

in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking 
risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 
We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all All and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, 
or religious background. 
We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest 
for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the 
sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 
We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 
We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and programs that 
facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our congregation and community. 
 We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and 
savior.  We believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the 
church and the ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the 
revelations of other religions, and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has 
granted us a purpose, and that life is too short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 
 

 
 

 

The Rev. Dr. John A. Terry, Interim Pastor; jterry@plymouthsyr.org 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 

 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 
(315) 474-4836 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
 


