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 Service of the Word  
 May 26, 2019 
 Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 10:00 am 

 

 
 

THE GATHERING 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

PRELUDE Gymnopédie Erik Satie 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT   Kaleigha Spinner 

*OPENING HYMN You Servants of God, Your Sovereign Proclaim No. 305 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 145)  Mary Giegengack-Jureller 

One: God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.   
All: God is good to all, and has compassion over all creation.   

One: All your works shall give thanks to you, O God, and all your faithful shall bless you.   
All: They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom, and tell of your power,  

One: to make known to all people your mighty deeds, and the glorious splendor of your 
reign.   

All:  Your reign is an everlasting reign, and your dominion endures throughout all 
generations.   

One: God is faithful in all words, and gracious in all his deeds.   
All: God upholds all who are falling and raises up all who are bowed down.   

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)     

O God, you have prepared, for those who love you, joys beyond 
understanding.  Pour into our hearts such love for you, that, loving you above all 
else, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

WORDS OF WELCOME   

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

One: Peace be with you. 
All: And, also with you. 

  Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 
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*SONG OF PRAISE    

 

  THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney 

  After the story, kids through 3rd grade can head upstairs for Chapel Time.  

SCRIPTURE John 14:23-29 

One: The word of God for the people of God. 
All: Thanks be to God.   

ANTHEM Lydia, Seller of Purple Joseph Downing 

SERMON Safe at Home With Jesus 

*HYMN Glory, Glory, Hallelujah No. 2 

  THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

CALL TO PRAYER 

One: God be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
Many: We lift our hearts to God. 
One:  Let us pray… 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us have prayed 

since childhood, we will cycle through different versions over the course of a year. On the last 

Sunday of the month we pray the following, which is adapted from the New Zealand Prayer Book 

and uses contemporary, inclusive language.  It is a paraphrase – not a translation – of the original 

Greek in the New Testament. 

Eternal Spirit, 
Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver 
Source of all that is and all that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by people of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hopes and come on earth. 
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With bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. 
May it be so.  Amen. 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM     Keep a Joyful Ringing Hal Hopson 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
Praise God for all that love has done! 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*CLOSING HYMN  Sent Forth by God’s Blessing No. 76 

*BENEDICTION 

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

POSTLUDE  Trumpet Calls of the Rose and Cross Eric Satie 

   

   Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

GREETER:  Sarah Whitton  USHERS:  Frank Leonard and Luckner Morange   
LITURGIST:  Mary Giegengack-Jureller  ACOLYTE:  Kaleigha Spinner 
FLOWERS given by Linda Milosky and Shiu-Kai Chin with gratitude  

for Plymouth Church where they met 
OFFERING COUNTERS:  Keith Jakway and Audrey Kane 

Hospitality Ministry – Please consider serving as a host for Community Time.  There is a sign-
up chart in the bell tower entrance.  It’s easy and we’ll help you! 

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of 
whatever you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans 
for larger or multiple arrangements can always be made. 

Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the 
sanctuary.  Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  
LARGE PRINT BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of 
the church. At Plymouth we try to engage All of all ages in different ways. Worship activity kits 
and age-appropriate children’s bulletins are available at our worship activity shelf in the back of 
the Sanctuary for our young children and youth (and for any adults who feel led to use them!). 
We hope that these activities will help worshipers connect with the service in ways that are 
meaningful to them. PLEASE return the activity kits with all of the supplies to the shelf at the end 
of the service. 
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Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are always 
welcome. Sound is piped into Memorial Hall next door to the sanctuary for those who would 
welcome a space apart. We also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers at 9:45am.  There are 
changing tables in the restroom just off the sanctuary, in the nursery, and in the men’s restroom 
in the basement. 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in 
the lots behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking 
here will allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in 
front of the church. 

  Some Things You Ought to Know  
TODAY following worship:   

• Community Time 
(No Learning Community) 

Volunteer Opportunity!  Worship bulletins & sermon podcasts are posted on the Plymouth 
website each week. The current volunteer has written out detailed instructions. If interested, 
please email rsmannion@gmail.com. Thanks! 

Plymouth Women are meeting on Monday, June 3 at 12:00noon at the Solvay Library, 615 
Woods Rd., Solvay, 13209.  All women are encouraged to attend. We meet to share our social 
justice interests and activities and for our own social connections.  Bring a lunch and a snack to 
share.   For directions or information, contact Anne Frank (315-487-1023) or Peggy Kinner 
(315-492-0556).   

Duck Race Raffle Tickets on sale now!  The Christian Formation Board is selling raffle tickets 
for InterFaith Works’ 17th Annual Duck Race to End Racism. Fifty percent of the proceeds will go 
to support the El-Hindi Center for Dialogue program at InterFaith Works and fifty percent will 
go to support the Christian Formation Board’s work at Plymouth. Raffle tickets can be 
purchased for $5 each to participate in the general public Community Duck Race 
featuring many prizes and gifts. You do NOT have to attend the Duck Race to participate 
in the raffle. Please contact Jim Dunne or the Church Office to purchase tickets.   

Show your pride!  June 22 is the Central New York Pride parade and festival and this is a 
wonderful opportunity for Plymouth to celebrate our open and affirming commitment.  As the 
50th anniversary of the Stonewall Uprising, this is a particularly meaningful year for all to 
celebrate. The celebration will be at the Inner Harbor.  The parade itself is at 12 PM, and we 
have great posters already created by Will Doswell, and Joe Downing will write a short song for 
us to sing as we march.  We also have a table from 1-4 PM.  Please sign up to march and/or sit at 
the table to help the community learn about Plymouth.  You can sign up in the back of the 
sanctuary or at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0F4AAEAE28A6FE3-pride.  For more 
information, contact Lori Forrester (loriaforrester@gmail.com), John Mannion 
(jmannion@syr.edu) or Linda Milosky (milosky@syr.edu).   

The Food Pantry is in need of reusable bags and manual can openers for our clients. Donations 
of these items can be dropped off in the food pantry basket at the back of the sanctuary.  Thank 
you! 

Rescue Mission Youth Shelter Update:  Two years ago, Plymouth members approved funding 
support for The Rescue Mission's effort to renovate a house for a shelter that will serve LGBTQ 
youth. The Rescue Mission is moving forward with the project and a summary is available in the 

mailto:rsmannion@gmail.com
https://www.interfaithworkscny.org/event/17th-annual-duck-race-to-end-racism/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0F4AAEAE28A6FE3-pride
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back of the sanctuary. If you have questions or comments about the project, please contact Jon 
Preston 585-797-7056 or jpspeechie@hotmail.com 

Ushers, Greeters and Community Time hosts are needed every Sunday so that we can 
continue our mission of “Welcoming all.”  Volunteer today by: 

1) Signing up online (Visit our website:  www.plymouthsyr.org;  click on GET INVOLVED 
at the top of the screen, scroll down to GREETERS, USHERS and HOSPITALITY 
VOLUNTEERS, click on SIGN UP and follow the prompts   OR 

2) Contacting a Deacon (an usher can connect you with one!) OR 
3) Contacting the church office 

The Upper New York Conference in the United Methodist Church is holding their annual 
Palestinian Dinner here at Plymouth on Friday, June 7 at 5:15pm.  This event raises funds for 
Palestinian Missions, and The Gary Bergh Scholarship – an Upper New York Conference Advance 
Special to enable young adults/adults to travel to Palestine/Israel to learn first-hand about 
peace and justice issues in the Holy Lands, and the work of the Task Force.   Cost is $20.   RSVP 
by May 30 to Linda Bergh-315-492-8507. 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Mon. May 27 Church Office Closed – Memorial Day 
   (No Food Pantry) 

• Wed. May 29 Pastoral Relations Team, 5:30pm - Parlor 
  Pastoral Search Committee, 5:30pm - Adult Ed Room 
• Thurs. May 30 Bell Choir Rehearsal, 5:30pm -Sanctuary 
  Choir Rehearsal, 7:00pm - Memorial Hall 
• Sun.  June 2 Worship/Communion/PrayGround 

 Community Time 
 Children’s Sunday Rehearsal - Sanctuary 

   Music Notes for May 26, 2019  

Erik Satie (1866-1925) had many negative things said about him: One of his teachers at the 
Paris Conservatoire called him “worthless”; another “the laziest student in the Conservatoire.”  
When one critic complained that his music was without form, he responded by writing Three 
Pieces in the Form of a Pear.  He invented a style of writing music that was mostly without 
barlines, and often gave the performer odd instructions like, “Slow. Very shiny. Ask.” And “With 
surprise. Don’t go out. With great kindness.”  Our prelude was written early (1887) and remains 
his most popular piece.  Our postlude was written during the time that he was the composer 
and chapel-master of the Rosicrucians in Paris. 

I have always been intrigued by the biblical character of Lydia.  In my mind’s eye, I see her 
opening her jacket on a dark street and whispering to a stranger, “Psst. Wanna buy some 
purple?”  With a little more serious reflection, I thought about how she was obviously a woman 
of means, who probably provided leadership and support (both physically and financially) to 
the young church.  When I wrote the anthem, I couldn’t resist the humour of writing in the 
Lydian mode, which is like our major scale, except with the fourth note (fa) raised a semitone. 

Lydia, seller of purple, praying with friends outside a city wall. 

The Lord opened her heart to listen to Paul. (All in her household were also baptized.) 

She told Paul, “If you find me faithful, come to my house to stay;  

Come stay in my home this day.” (Lydia, seller of purple.) 

Oh Lord, as Paul came to her home to stay, come stay in my heart this day. 

mailto:jpspeechie@hotmail.com
http://www.plymouthsyr.org/


6 

Hal Hopson (b. 1933) lives in Cedar Park, Texas.  Our offertory anthem is one of the over three 
thousand pieces of church music that he has published: 

Keep a joyful ringing in your heart, and join the countless ages in singing songs of praises: 

Sing “Gloria,” “Hosanna,” “Alleluia,” “O praise God.” 

 Songs of joy the angels sang; all the earth with music rang: 

 “Gloria, Gloria in excelsis Deo.” 

 Songs of welcome the children sang; Streets of palms triumphantly rang: 

 “Hosanna, Hosanna, for He that comes is blessed.” 

 Paul and Silas in jail sang out. Martyrs too, their songs did shout. 

 Join with the faithful throughout all the ages in song to God. 

   About Plymouth  
Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 

abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; 
for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy 

in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking 
risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all All and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, 
or religious background. 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest 
for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the 
sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and programs that 
facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our congregation and community. 

 We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and 
savior.  We believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the 
church and the ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the 
revelations of other religions, and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has 
granted us a purpose, and that life is too short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 

 
 

 
 

The Rev. Dr. John A. Terry, Interim Pastor; jterry@plymouthsyr.org 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 
Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 
Mark Johnson, Sexton 

 
232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 

(315) 474-4836 
plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 

 


