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Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 
  Service of Word and Sacrament  
  May 5, 2019 
  Third Sunday of Easter 
  10:00 am 

 
 

 THE GATHERING 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

PRELUDE  Lasst Uns Erfreuen Arr. Wendell Westcott 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT   Harry Crawford  

*CALL TO WORSHIP  (Psalm 30, adapted)  Maria Polsinelli 

One:  Sing praises to the LORD, O you God’s faithful ones, and give thanks to God’s holy name. For 
God’s anger is but for a moment; God’s favor is for a lifetime.  

 Weeping may linger for the night, but joy comes with the morning. 

All:  I will extol you, O LORD, for you have drawn me up, and did not let my foes rejoice 
over me. 

 O LORD my God, I cried to you for help, and you have healed me.   

One:  Weeping may linger for the night, but joy comes with the morning. 

All:  As for me, I said in my prosperity, “I shall never be moved.”  By your favor, O LORD, 
you had established me as a strong mountain; you hid your face; I was dismayed.   

One:  Weeping may linger for the night, but joy comes with the morning. 

All:  To you, O LORD, I cried, and to the LORD I made supplication: “What profit is there in 
my death, if I go down to the Pit? Will the dust praise you? Will it tell of your 
faithfulness? 

One:  Weeping may linger for the night, but joy comes with the morning. 

All:  Hear, O LORD, and be gracious to me! O LORD, be my helper!” You have turned my 
mourning into dancing; you have taken off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy, so 
that my soul may praise you and not be silent. O LORD my God, I will give thanks to 
you forever. 

One:  Weeping may linger for the night, but joy comes with the morning. 

*OPENING HYMN De Colores No. 402 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)   

Come to our aid, Compassionate One. We have need of your mercy. 
 
Please hear us now as we pray. And teach us your words of life. 
 
O God – when I have food, Help me to remember the hungry; 
When I have work, Help me to remember the jobless; 
When I have a warm home, Help me to remember the homeless; 
When I am without pain, Help me to remember those who suffer; 
And in remembering, Help me to destroy my complacency. 
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Make me concerned enough to help, By word and deed, those who cry out –  
For what we take for granted.  Amen. 

*OUR RESURRECTION FAITH 

One: Christ is risen!  And we are risen, also! 
All: Christ is risen! And life eternal is ours. 

One: Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! 
All: Alleluia!  Amen! 

WORDS OF WELCOME  Rick Cowles 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE  

 One: Peace be with you. 

 All: And, also with you 

 Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*PRAISE SONG Hallelujah No. 236 

    
 THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY FOR ALL AGES   Kim Looney  

After the Story for All Ages, all children and youth as well as any adults are invited to participate in 
the PrayGround in the space at the front, right-hand side of the sanctuary. The PrayGround is a 

dedicated space for them to quietly and creatively interact with the day’s theme. 

SCRIPTURE John 21:1-19 

 One:  The word of God for the people of God.  
 All:  Thanks be to God. 

ANTHEM  Earth and All Stars David Johnson 

SERMON “The Sunrise Never Failed Us Yet” 

*HYMN You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore No. 173 

 OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM  De Colores Mexican Folk Song 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
Praise God for all that love has done! 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 
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*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 

OPENING SENTENCES 

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (EUCHARIST)1 

…What can I give to God for all that the Holy One has given to me?  My heart, my praise and adoration and 
my whole life. 

COMMUNION HYMN OF PRAISE Santo, Santo, Santo No. 793 

 
We also thank you… These things we pray in the name of our Savior Jesus who taught us to 
pray, saying, “Our Father…” 

THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR (THE LORD’S PRAYER) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
There are several beloved versions of this prayer.  In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the 
different versions that many of us have prayed since childhood, we will cycle through the different 

versions over the course of a year.  Today, we will pray using “sins”. 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

  

                                                 
1 From a poem by Dom Helder Camara, Archbishop of Olinda and Recife, one of the poorest and least developed regions of Brazil.   
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DISTRIBUTION OF BREAD AND CUP 

Our communion table is open to everyone.  All you have to be to feast at this table is hungry.  

The cup is non-fermented grape juice; a gluten-free substitute is available on each plate. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

*CLOSING HYMN Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ No. 347 

*BENEDICTION 

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

POSTLUDE  Balada Mexicana Manuel Maria Ponce 

   

 Today we welcome Rev. Rick Cowles to Plymouth’s pulpit. 
Before retiring, Rick served as a local church pastor, as an Associate Conference Minister 

here in the New York Conference, and most recently as Interim Conference Minister  
in the Maine Conference.  

Our Interim Pastor, John Terry, is on vacation.  Pray for rest and rejuvenation! 

 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

USHERS:  Cindy Perrine and Barb Genton 

LITURGIST:  Maria Polsinelli   ACOLYTE:  Harry Crawford  

COMMUNION SERVERS:  Keith Giglio, Keith Jakway, Maureen McTyre-Watts, Nick Signorelli, 

Kelly Tooley, Kailyn Wright 

FLOWERS given by Nancy Winslow in celebration of the lives of  

Violet and Stanley Bosell and Joyce Romano 

OFFERING COUNTERS:  Keith Jakway and Elaine Wolf 

 

 

Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  
Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  LARGE PRINT 
BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 
 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of the 
church. At Plymouth we try to engage All of all ages in different ways. Worship activity kits and age-
appropriate children’s bulletins are available at our worship activity shelf in the back of the 
Sanctuary for our young children and youth (and for any adults who feel led to use them!). We hope 
that these activities will help worshipers connect with the service in ways that are meaningful to 
them. PLEASE return the activity kits with all of the supplies to the shelf at the end of the service. 
 

Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are always welcome. 
Sound is piped into Memorial Hall next door to the sanctuary for those who would welcome a space 
apart. We also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers at 9:45am.  There are changing tables in 
the restroom just off the sanctuary, in the nursery, and in the men’s restroom in the basement. 
 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the 
lots behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking here will 
allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in front of the 
church.  
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 Some Things You Ought to Know  
 

TODAY following worship:   
• Heifer Festival! 
• Piano Recital at 1pm featuring Steinway Artist Steven Heyman 

 

Pastor John Terry is on vacation through May 18.   Emergency pastoral concerns may be brought 
to the attention of Dave Pasinski, 315-663-1330. 
 

Following worship, you are invited to join us for our 43rd Annual Heifer Festival. Here 
are some ways that you can contribute:  

• Partake in our Heifer Potluck in Memorial Hall and consider donating the amount you 
would spend on a meal at your favorite restaurant.  

• Purchase plants for your garden in the back of the sanctuary (donated by Carol Watson 
Greenhouse).  

• Turn in your Heifer Giving Bank for a special offering during worship.  
• Participate in our games and activities outside! 
• And if you can’t stay but want to support Heifer International, please make out a check to 

Plymouth Church and write Heifer in the memo line. 

And be sure to stick around for a piano recital at 1:00pm:  Steinway Artist Steven Heyman 
will perform the dedicatory recital on the new 7 foot Steinway Model B piano which was 
generously given to Plymouth in memory of Carol Vedder, a fine pianist and member of 
Plymouth.  Mr. Heyman will perform a one hour program of music by Haydn, Chopin, Copland, 
Bolcom and Debussy.  Free admission; a freewill offering will be collected to benefit Heifer 
International. 

Plymouth Women are meeting tomorrow, Monday, May 6 at 12:00noon at the Solvay Library, 
615 Woods Rd., Solvay, 13209.   Bring a lunch and a snack to share.   For directions or 
information, contact Anne Frank (315-487-1023) or Peggy Kinner (315-492-0556).  And use the 

back parking lot for better accessibility! 

 On Sunday, May 19 we are privileged to have the Rev. Dr. John C. Dorhauer, General Minister 
and President of The United Church of Christ, as our guest preacher.  At a forum after worship 
he will be addressing white privilege and its effects on church and society.  After the forum 
there will be an opportunity to have lunch with the Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer.  If you are one 
of the first 8 people who email the church office you will be on the list! 

All hands on deck for all-church Spring Clean-up!   Please plan on joining the effort on 
Saturday, May 18 from 9am – 12 noon as we clean off the winter grime in the many spaces of 
our beloved, old building.   Many hands make light work and this is a great opportunity to get to 
know other folks in the Plymouth community. No experience necessary!   See sign up in back of 
sanctuary and bring work gloves if you wish to use them. 

Duck Race Raffle Tickets on sale now!  The Christian Formation Board is selling raffle tickets 
for InterFaith Works’ 17th Annual Duck Race to End Racism. Fifty percent of the proceeds will go 
to support the El-Hindi Center for Dialogue program at InterFaith Works and fifty percent will 
go to support the Christian Formation Board’s work at Plymouth. Raffle tickets can be 
purchased for $5 each to participate in the general public Community Duck Race 
featuring many prizes and gifts. You do NOT have to attend the Duck Race to participate 
in the raffle. Please contact Jim Dunne or the Church Office to purchase tickets.  More info 
is in the May Plymouth Story. 

https://www.plymouthsyr.org/photo_gallery/2018-heifer-festival/
https://www.carolwatsongreenhouse.com/
https://www.carolwatsongreenhouse.com/
https://www.interfaithworkscny.org/event/17th-annual-duck-race-to-end-racism/
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The Food Pantry is in need of reusable bags and manual can openers for our clients. Donations 
of these items can be dropped off in the food pantry basket at the back of the sanctuary.  
 

In a recent, very limited survey of individuals we serve at Plymouth Food Pantry, we found that 
of those surveyed: 

30% have children living at home,  
80% unemployed longer than 2 years, 35% on disability. 
100% are below the federal poverty line 
99% receive less than $12,000 annually 

 

We, at Plymouth Food Pantry are proud to be serving this need in our community with your 
help and donations. Thank you! 
 
THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Mon. May 6 Plymouth Women – 12noon – Solvay Library 
  Food Pantry – 2:00pm – 4:00pm 
• Thurs. May 9 Bell Choir Rehearsal, 5:30pm -Sanctuary 
  Choir Rehearsal, 7:00pm – Memorial Hall 
• Fri. May 10 Youth supper and mini-golf – 6pm – Fairmount Glen 

• Sun.  May 12 Worship 
 Community Time 

 Music Notes for May 5, 2019  

 
Today we welcome the Plymouth Bells as they play our prelude and anthem.  The hymn tune 
Lasst uns erfreuen is most commonly sung to the text All Creatures of our God and King.  The tune 
Earth and All Stars was composed by David Johnson (1922-1987) who earned his masters and 
doctorate from Syracuse University, and then became part of the faculty before moving on to 
other positions.  The text (which, obviously, will not be heard in this performance) was by 
Herbert Brokering, who wanted to update the idea of all things praising the Lord.  However, 
while some people loved the idea of “loud boiling test tubes” singing God’s praise, others were 
severely critical.  To this day, the hymn is beloved by many and reviled by equal numbers! 
 
“But we sang that as the opening hymn!”  Yes, our offertory anthem is the same as the opening 
hymn, but we wanted you to hear it in the original Spanish, along with a couple of verses that 
are not so well known: 
 
De colores se visten los campos en la primaverr  The fields are dressed in colours in spring. 

De colores son los pajaritos que vienen de afuera The birds from afar are all in colours. 

De colores es el arco iris que vemos lucir.  The rainbow we see is in colours. 

Y por eso los grandes amores de muchos And this great love of colours pleases me. 

colores me gustan a mi. 

Canto el gallo, con el kiri, kiri, kiri.   The rooster crows kiri, kiri, kiri. 

La gallina, con el kara, kara, kara.   The hen with her kara, kara, kara. 

Los polluelos, con el pio, pio, pio.   The chicks with their pio, pio, pio. 

Jubilosos vivamos en gracia puesto que puede.  Jublilant let us live in grace because we can. 

Saciaremos la sed ardorosa del Rey que no muere. We will satisfy the ardent thirst from the King that 

never dies. 

Jubilosos llevemos a Cristo un alma y mil mas. Jubilant, let us bring to Christ one soul and a 

thousand more. 
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Our postlude was originally written for piano, but, wanting the piano to be in perfect shape for 
the 1 pm dedicatory recital by Steinway Artist Steven Heyman, I’ll play it on the organ.  It is 
actually just the opening section of a much larger work by Manuel Maria Ponce (1882-1948) 
who was a Mexican composer whose music was very much influenced by the harmonies and 
forms of traditional Mexican folk music. 

 About Plymouth  
 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 

abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; 

for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy 

in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking 

risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all All and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, 
or religious background. 
 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest 
for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the 
sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 
 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 
 

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and programs that 
facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our congregation and community. 
  
We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior.  We 
believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church and the 
ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, 
and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that life is too 
short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 
 

 

 

 
 

The Rev. Dr. John A. Terry, Interim Pastor; jterry@plymouthsyr.org 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 

 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 

(315) 474-4836 
plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 

 


