
*Please rise if you are able 

 

 

Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

 

Service of the Word  

July 14, 2019 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

10:00 am 

 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

 

PRELUDE II. Ruhig bewegt, from Organ Sonata No. 2 Paul Hindemith 

   1895 - 1963 

 

*OPENING HYMN A Place Called Home Insert 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 107) Esther Zorn 

 One:  O give thanks to the Lord, for God is good.   

 All:  steadfast love endures forever.   

One: Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, those God redeemed from trouble 

and gathered in from the lands, from the east and from the west, from 

the north and from the south.  Some wandered in desert wastes, finding 

no way to an inhabited town; hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted 

within them.  Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and God 

delivered them from their distress; God led them by a straight way, 

until they reached an inhabited town.   

All: Let them thank the Lord for  steadfast love, for  

wonderful works to humankind. 
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One: For God satisfies the thirsty, and the hungry God fills with good 

things.  God turns rivers into a desert, springs of water into thirsty 

ground, a fruitful land into a salty waste, because of the wickedness of 

its inhabitants.  God turns a desert into pools of water, a parched land 

into springs of water.  And there God lets the hungry live, and they 

establish a town to live in; they sow fields, and plant vineyards, and get 

a fruitful yield.  

All: O give thanks to the Lord, for God is good.  Let us give thanks and 

praise to God!   

 
 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)  
      

Eternal God, open our eyes to see your hand at work in the splendor of 

creation and in the beauty of human life.  Touched by your hand, our world 

is holy.  Help us to cherish the gifts that surround us, to share our blessings 

with our sisters and brothers, and to experience the joy of life in your 

presence; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen.   

 

 

INVITATION TO LIFT YOUR SPIRITS 

 

 

BORDER CRISIS  FAITH CHALLENGE 

 

 

*SHARING WORDS OF PEACE AND JUSTICE 
 

One: Peace be with you. 

All: And, also with you. 
  

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 
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*SONG OF PRAISE God, How Can We Comprehend tune: Joseph Parry 

  Lyrics:  Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 
 

 

 
  

 

THE GIFT OF THE WORD 
 

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney   
 

Following the story, all children and youth as well as any adults are invited to 

participate in the PrayGround in the space at the front, right-hand side of the sanctuary. 

The PrayGround is a dedicated space for them to quietly and creatively interact with the 

day’s theme. 
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SCRIPTURE John 4:5-26, 39-42 
 

One:  The word of God for the people of God.  

All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON Thirst Quenched 

 

*HYMN  In the Bulb there is a Flower No. 433 

 

 

 

THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 
 

CALL TO PRAYER 
 

One: God be with you. 

Many: And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts. 

Many: We lift our hearts to God. 

One:   

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 

forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory forever. Amen. 
 

 

There are several beloved versions of this prayer.  In an effort to pray in unison while respecting 

the different versions that many of us have prayed since childhood, we will cycle through the 

different versions over the course of a year.  We will pray using “debts”  

through the end of summer. 
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OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

 

 

OFFERTORY      Vater unser im Himmelreich, BuxWV 219 Dietrich Buxtehude 

   1637 - 1707 

  
 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below! 

Praise God for all that love has done! 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

 

*CLOSING HYMN  My Hope is Built on Nothing Less No. 403 

 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

 

POSTLUDE  Short Prelude in C Major, BWV 553 Johann Sebastian Bach 

   1685 - 1750 

   

 

 

Today we welcome the music leadership of Nicholas Abelgore while Joe Downing 

 is away. Nicholas is finishing up his master's in music education at Syracuse University. He 

performs locally on trombone and piano, in addition to being a new organist. 
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 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

GREETER:  Sarah Whitton   USHERS:  Cindy Perrine and Kailyn Wright 

    LITURGIST:  Esther Zorn  DEACON ON DUTY:  Kailyn Wright 

COMMUNITY TIME (LIFT):  Maurine McTyre-Watts 

OFFERING COUNTERS:  Sue Bogucz and Sarah Whitton 

You can volunteer for many of these ministries via the Plymouth website www.plymouthsyr.org.  Go to the 

“Get Involved” page and click on the link above the choir photo. 
 

 

Hospitality Ministry  Please consider serving as a host for Community Time.  There is 
a sign-  
 

Flowers  Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor 
of whatever you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, 
but plans for larger or multiple arrangements can always be made. 
 

Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the 
sanctuary.  Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  
LARGE PRINT BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 
 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in 
the life of the church. At Plymouth we try to engage All of all ages in different ways. 
Worship activity kits and age-appropriate  are available at our worship 
activity shelf in the back of the Sanctuary for our young children and youth (and for any 
adults who feel led to use them!). We hope that these activities will help worshipers 
connect with the service in ways that are meaningful to them. PLEASE return the activity 
kits with all of the supplies to the shelf at the end of the service. 
 

Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are always 
welcome. Sound is piped into Memorial Hall next door to the sanctuary for those who 
would welcome a space apart. We also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers at 
9:45am.  There are changing tables in the restroom just off the sanctuary, in the nursery, 

 
 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well 
as in the lots behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short 
distance, parking here will allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use 
the spots directly in front of the church.  

http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
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 About Plymouth  
 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a 

Christian abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, 

sought to be agents of mercy in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the 

struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all All and their gifts 
regardless of gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical 
ability, socioeconomic status, or religious background. 
 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice 
with the quest for peace  within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We 
covenant to affirm the sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 
 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for 
immigrants without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New 
Sanctuary Movement. 
 

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and 
programs that facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our 
congregation and community. 
  
We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and 
savior.  We believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in 
the church and the ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, 
the revelations of other religions, and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God 
has granted us a purpose, and that life is too short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Dr. John A. Terry, Interim Pastor; jterry@plymouthsyr.org 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 

 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 

(315) 474-4836 
plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
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 Some Things You Ought to Know  
 

TODAY following worship:   
Sunday LIFT  God Makes Bitter Water Better - 11am  Memorial Hall  

 
New nametag organization system! The hanging board has been replaced with a 
series of alphabetically organized bins. Find your tag when you arrive; wrap the 
lanyard around the tag and return it to the appropriate bin when you depart! The new 
system may take some getting used to but we hope revealing the entire stain glass 
window combined with the opportunity for holiday decorations on the window sill 
will make the new system worthwhile. I
style (clip vs. lanyard) or have a preferred version of your name, make a note on the 
pad on the nametag table -  
 
Plymouth likes to share its story!  Photos are often taken during worship and at 
Plymouth events and are shared on the website, in social media and by partnering 
organizations such as Heifer International or GenOn Ministries (creators of Sunday 
LIFT.)   If you do not wish your photo to be used, please contact the church office. 
 
Summer Sunday LIFT:  This  intergenerational 
experiment! "What is this experiment?" you ask. Well for the next two Sundays 
including today, July 14 and July 21, Plymouth friends of all ages are invited to stay 
together after worship for an intentional time of breaking bread together, studying a 
Bible story together, playing together, and praying together. Together we will explore 

led Sunday LIFT (Living in 
Faith Together). This means that for one hour, you may be sitting with some people 

Bible. By the end of that hour, you are guaranteed to know each other better! 
 

     Summer Sunday LIFT: WATER STORIES 
July 14: God Makes Bitter Water Better 
July 21: Water in the Psalms 

 
Plymouth Women are gathering for a July picnic this Tuesday, July 16 at 
12:00noon at the home of Nancy Poquadeck.   Bring a dish to share.   For more 
information, contact Anne Frank (315-487-1023) or Peggy Kinner (315-492-0556).   
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Summer Picnics!  The July potluck picnic is on Wednesday, July 24, from 4 to 8 
p.m. at the home of Keith and Juliet Giglio, 4915 Bentbrook Drive, Manlius 13104 

-Manlius High School). Bring a dish to pass! Plus 
 have a swimming pool heated to 86 degrees and will 

provide a lifeguard if they know children are coming. RSVPs decrease planning stress 
so please let Juliet know if you are coming by July 22 at 315-682-5501 
or julietgiglio@gmail.com. 
 

We welcome a host for an August potluck picnic! If you are willing to host, please 
contact Deacon Kailyn Wright, kailyn.wright@gmail.com.  
 
Volunteers needed to support the work of Plymouth! 

• Worship bulletins & sermon podcasts are posted on the Plymouth website each 
week. Not to worry  there are clear, detailed instructions for this important 
ministry! If interested, please email rsmannion@gmail.com.  

• Join the fun at the Arts and Crafts Festival  there are plenty of shifts still 
available.  Sign up on the chart at the back of the sanctuary or contact Kathy 
Ferro (fergood@twcny.rr.com, 315-481-7281). 

 

Plymouth ROCKS:  We will be serving lunch at the Rescue Mission on Sunday, 
July 28 from 10:45am  12:30pm - NOTE NEW TIMEFRAME.    Young (ages 12 
and up) and old are welcome.   There are a limited number of volunteer positions each 
month AND the Rescue Mission is required to have the names of the individuals who 
are volunteering so RSVP to Chris Hopkins (christinehopkins03@gmail.com or 315 
476-5139) ahead of time to get on the list and receive instructions re: where to 
report.  And please note the dress code: close-toed shoes (no sandals), long pants, 
capris or shorts to the knees, and no tank tops.    
 
THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Mon. July 15 Deadline for August Plymouth Story 
  Food Pantry, 2pm - 4pm 

• Tues. July 16 Plymouth Women picnic  12noon at home of Nancy  
    Poquadeck 
  Church Council, 5:30pm - Parlor 

• Wed. July 17 Pastoral Search Committee, 5:30pm  Parlor 

• Sun.  July 21 Worship/PrayGround 
  Sunday LIFT  Water in the Psalms, 11am  Memorial Hall  
  Furniture moving in preparation for Arts and Crafts Fest 

mailto:julietgiglio@gmail.com
mailto:kailyn.wright@gmail.com
mailto:rsmannion@gmail.com
mailto:fergood@twcny.rr.com
mailto:christinehopkins03@gmail.com
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