
* Please rise if you are able 

Plymouth Congregational 

Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

Service of the Word 

September 29, 2019 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

10:00 am 

 

 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

 

 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT  Violet Giroux  

 

 

PRELUDE Balm in Gilead Joe Utterback 

 

 

*OPENING HYMN If You But Trust in God to Guide You No. 410 

 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Sarah VanNorstrand   

One: What time is it?  

All:  A time where all creation is welcome. 

One:  What time is it?  

All:  A time for healing, hope, and renewal. 

One:  What time is it?  

All:  A time to pray and sing. 

One:  What time is it?  

All:  The Holy One is here! It’s time to worship God! 
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 *PRAYER OF INVOCATION (Presbyterian Church of Canada) 
 

Creating God, as the seasons change, we see that you are still at 

work in the world, transforming hearts and situations.  We praise 

you for your call to repair injustice, to bring peace to places of war, 

to stand for love where there is hate. Fill us with renewed energy 

and bless us with new opportunities this season, so that we might 

participate in your work, bringing justice and joy into the world you 

love. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF WELCOME  Eric Jackson   

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

One: Peace be with you. 

All: And, also with you. 
  

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

 

*SONG OF PRAISE     Gloria Patri 
 

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

 

THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

 

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney 
 

After the Story for All Ages, kids through 3rd grade can head upstairs 

 with Kim for Chapel Time. 

 

SCRIPTURE  Jeremiah 32:1-3a; 6-15 
 

One:  The word of God for the people of God.  
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All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM Lift Thine Eyes Felix Mendelssohn 

 

SERMON What Time is It? 

 

*HYMN  All My Hope on God is Founded No. 408 

 

 

 

THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

 

CALL TO PRAYER 
 

One: God be with you. 

Many: And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts. 

Many: We lift our hearts to God. 

One:  Let us pray… 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us have prayed 

since childhood, we will cycle through different versions over the course of a year. On the last 

Sunday of the month we pray the following, which is adapted from the New Zealand Prayer Book 

and uses contemporary, inclusive language.  It is a paraphrase – not a translation – of the 

original Greek in the New Testament. 

 

Eternal Spirit, 

Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 

Source of all that is and all that shall be, 

Father and Mother of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
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The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe! 

The way of your justice be followed by people of the world! 

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hopes and come 

on earth. 

With bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 

From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. 

May it be so.  Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM God Is Our Hope Gardiner Evans 

 

 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below! 

Praise God for all that love has done! 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

 

*CLOSING HYMN There Are Some Things I May Not Know No. 405 
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*BENEDICTION 

 

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

 

POSTLUDE  Trumpet Tune in D David Johnson  

 

 

   
 

This Sunday we are pleased and excited to welcome the worship leadership 

of Rev. Eric Jackson, the pastoral candidate for our settled pastor. 

Following worship, there will be a congregational meeting and vote. 
 

   

 

 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

GREETER:  Sarah Whitton    USHERS:  George Bain and Scott Kraemer  
LITURGIST:  Sarah VanNorstrand    ACOLYTE:  Violet Giroux    

   DEACON ON DUTY:  Maurine McTyre-Watts 
COMMUNITY TIME:   The Pastoral Search Committee and Church Council 

FLOWERS to welcome Rev. Eric Jackson and Darnisa Amante-Jackson 
 on this candidating Sunday 

OFFERING COUNTERS:  Sue Bogucz and Sarah Whitton 
  

Hospitality Ministry – Please consider serving as a host for Community Time.  There 
is a sign-up chart in the bell tower entrance.  It’s easy and we’ll help you! 
 

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in 
honor of whatever you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The 
cost is $25, but plans for larger or multiple arrangements can always be made. 
 

Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the 
sanctuary.  Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are 
available.  LARGE PRINT BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 
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Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in 
the life of the church. At Plymouth we try to engage All of all ages in different ways. 
Worship activity kits and age-appropriate children’s bulletins are available at our 
worship activity shelf in the back of the Sanctuary for our young children and youth (and 
for any adults who feel led to use them!). We hope that these activities will help 
worshipers connect with the service in ways that are meaningful to them. PLEASE 
return the activity kits with all of the supplies to the shelf at the end of the service. 
 

Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are 
always welcome. Sound is piped into Memorial Hall next door to the sanctuary for those 
who would welcome a space apart. We also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers 
at 9:45am.  There are changing tables in the restroom just off the sanctuary, in the 
nursery, and in the men’s restroom in the basement. 
 

Plymouth likes to share its story!  Photos are often taken during worship and at 
Plymouth events and are shared on the website, in social media and by partnering 
organizations.  If you DO NOT wish your photo to be used, please contact the church 
office. 
 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as 
well as in the lots behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short 
distance, parking here will allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use 
the spots directly in front of the church. 
 

 Music Notes for September 29, 2019  
 

Joe Utterback is the music director of First Congregational Church (UCC) in 
Stratford, Connecticut.  His youth as a gospel pianist for Pentecostal churches, 
his degrees as a classical pianist, and his extensive work in jazz all combine to 
make his church music fresh and innovative.  Our prelude is based on the well-
known spiritual, There Is a Balm in Gilead. 
 

Although born into a prominent Jewish family (his grandfather, Moses 
Mendelssohn, was one of the most important Jewish theologians of the 
nineteenth century), Felix Mendelssohn converted to Christianity.  He wrote two 
major oratorios, and our anthem comes from the first of these, Elijah with a text 
taken from Psalm 121.  Originally written for treble voices only, our version also 
uses the tenor section (while giving the basses a rest!) 
 

Lift thine eyes, O lift thine eyes to the mountains whence cometh help. 

Thy help cometh from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth. 
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He hath said, “Thy foot shall not be moved.” 

Thy keeper will never slumber. 

 
Our offertory anthem uses a text adapted from Psalm 46.  No information is 
available on the composer Gardner Evans: 
 

God is our hope and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

Therefore, we will not fear, though the earth be moved,  

And though the hills be carried into the midst of the sea; 

Though the waters thereof rage and swell,  

And though the mountains shake at the tempest of the same. 

The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are moved; 

But God hath showed his voice. 

Be still then, and know that I am God.   

I will be exalted among all the nations and I will be exalted in the earth. 

The Lord of Hosts is with us. 

 
David Johnson (1922-1987) was a prominent organist, teacher and composer.  
During the nineteen sixties, he was University Organist at Hendricks Chapel at 
Syracuse University.  During that time, he wrote over a dozen “trumpet tunes” 
which were often used for wedding music or other university events.  Our 
postlude is one of the best known of these pieces. 

 

 About Plymouth  
 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create 

a Christian abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against 

slavery, poverty, and war; for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and 

women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy in a hurting world.  We 

believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for 

God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 
  

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all All and their gifts 
regardless of gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical 
ability, socioeconomic status, or religious background. 
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We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds 
justice with the quest for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the 
globe.  We covenant to affirm the sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve 
creation. 
 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for 
immigrants without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national 
New Sanctuary Movement. 
 

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and 
programs that facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our 
congregation and community. 
  
We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother 
and savior.  We believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so 
not only in the church and the ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of 
science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, and the best strivings of the human 
spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that life is too short for long-
faced religion.  Join us! 
 

 

 Some Things You Ought to Know  
 

TODAY following worship:   

• Extended Chapel Time 

• Nursery Care until 12:00noon 

• Congregational Meeting – vote on call for settled pastor 

• Community Time 

 

Rev. John Terry will be leaving us in mid-October. If you loaned him something 
for his apartment last year please let him or Kathy know whether you would like 
it back or like it donated.   
 

Come experience LIFT NEXT Sunday after worship in Memorial Hall:  Join 
us for this fall-themed session of LIFT (Living In Faith Together) where we will 
break (pumpkin) bread (or muffins…) together, study God’s word together, play 
together, and pray together in an intergenerational setting. We will be exploring 
what it means to be the salt and light of the world. During our hour together, you 
may be sitting with some people from different generations whom you don’t 
really know, but that’s part of the point. By the end of that hour, we guarantee 
you that you will all know each other better! 
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Board of Christian Formation to Host the KAIROS Blanket Exercise 
Program: 
This participatory event, taking place on Monday, October 14 from 5pm – 
8:30pm here at Plymouth, unravels Indigenous history in a compelling, 
experiential way.  The workshop offers education to foster truth, understanding, 
and respect between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples. Register 
through the Church Office by October 3, $0-$10 suggested donation.  More 
info in September Plymouth Story. 
   

Plymouth Women’s Fellowship will reconvene their monthly meetings on 
Monday, October 7 at 12 noon at the Solvay Library, 615 Woods Rd., Solvay, 
13209.  All women are invited.    Bring a lunch and a snack to share.   For 
directions or information, contact Anne Frank (315-487-1023) or Peggy Kinner 
(315-492-0556).   
 

Food Pantry news:  This past year we have significantly increased our 
numbers. Apart from grants, Plymouth spends a little over $3 per person for a 5-
day meal plan and we now feed an average of 100 people per month. To help 
with some of these increased costs, we will be starting a communion Sunday 
special collection offering every other month for the Food Pantry, beginning the 
first Sunday in October. Checks can be made payable to “Plymouth Church” with 
“food pantry” noted in the memo line.  Thank you so much for your donations. 
Hymn Sing Sunday is October 20!  Nominate your favorite hymns on the ballot 
inserted in the bulletin or by emailing the office.  Nominations accepted through October 
13. 
 

Email scams:  A number of us have received emails that appear to come from 
Rev. John Terry (if you look closely, the email is not actually his!)  In one 
instance, a reply resulted in the request to purchase gift cards.   This is a 
common scam happening in many churches.   If you receive a message from a 
pastor asking you to purchase a gift card, do NOT respond or act as churches 
would never solicit for gift cards via email. 
 

Want to stay informed about the news and events at Plymouth Church?  
Sign up for Plymouth’s weekly email newsletter by contacting George Bain at 
georgesbain@aol.com and provide your email to the church office 
(office@plymouthsyr.org) in order to receive the monthly newsletter The Plymouth 

Story. 

 

mailto:georgesbain@aol.com
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Don’t forget to wear your nametag!  Please wear it as a sign of your warm 
welcome for Rev. Jackson, visitors and for us long-time members who have 
trouble holding on to names. If you don’t have a nametag, prefer a different style 
(clip vs. lanyard) or have a preferred version of your name, make a note on the 
pad on the table next to the nametag boxes.  Visitors are encouraged to fill out a 
“stick-on” tag.  
 
Plymouth needs YOU to help us live out our mission of “Welcoming All”!   
Please sign up to greet, provide flowers or host community time by clicking on 
the link on the Get Involved page on the Plymouth website (www.plymouthsyr.org).   
You can also sign up by contacting the church office (315-474-4836) or by 
signing up on the charts in the bell tower for Flowers or Community Time. 
 

SAGE Upstate will hold its 7th Annual Community Dinner and Auction on 
Saturday, Oct. 5th at Harrison Center, All Saints Church, 1340 Lancaster Ave, 
Syracuse. 
Silent Auction and Reception will begin at 5:30pm; Dinner begins 6:30. Program 
will focus on CNY LGBTQ+ history during the Stonewall and after years. All are 
invited and donations are asked. For reservations or more information call SAGE 
315-478-1923 or kdill@sageupstate.org . 
 
 THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Mon. September 30 Food Pantry, 2:00pm – 4:00pm 

• Thurs. October 3 Bell Choir Rehearsal, 5:30pm - Sanctuary 
   Choir Rehearsal, 7pm – Memorial Hall 

• Sun. October 6  Worship/Communion/PrayGround 
   LIFT, 11:15am – Memorial Hall  
  

 

 The Rev. Dr. John A. Terry, Interim Pastor; jterry@plymouthsyr.org 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 

(315) 474-4836 
plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 

 

http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
mailto:kdill@sageupstate.org

