
 

*Please rise if you are able 

Plymouth Congregational 

Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

Service of Word and Sacrament 

September 15, 2019 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

10:00 am 

 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

 

PRELUDE Fugue in D J. S. Bach 

 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT  Harry Crawford 

 

*OPENING HYMN Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise No. 1 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 51:1-12)Barbara French   

One: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 

according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.   

All: Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from 

my sin.   

One: For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.   

All: Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in 

your sight, so that you are justified in your sentence and 

blameless when you pass judgment.   

One: You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in 

my secret heart.   

All: Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have 

crushed rejoice.   

One: Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.   
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All: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right 

spirit within me.   

One: Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your 

holy spirit from me.   

All: Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a 

willing spirit.   

 

 *PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison) 

Undaunted you seek the lost, O God, rejoicing you bring home the 

found.  Touch our hearts with grateful wonder at the tenderness of 

your forbearing love.  Grant us delight in the mercy that has found 

us, and bring all to rejoice at the feast of forgiveness.  We ask this 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 

you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever.  Amen.   

 

WORDS OF WELCOME   

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

One: Peace be with you. 

All: And, also with you. 
  

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

 

*SONG OF PRAISE     Gloria Patri 
 

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

 

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney 

 

 

HYMN OF BAPTISM (seated)  Child of Blessing, Child of Promise No. 325 
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 (verse 1) 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Jayden Frederick Bess 
Child of Jenny Goodall 

Godparent is Laura Yaus 
 

LITANY OF BAPTISM 

One:        Members and friends in Christ, we gather now to celebrate the gift 

of grace in the sacrament of baptism.   

People:  There is one body and one Spirit.  There is one hope in God’s 

call to us.   

One:  The sacrament of baptism is an outward and visible sign of the 

grace of God.  Inasmuch as the promise of the gospel is not only to 

us but also to our children, baptism with water and the Holy Spirit 

is the mark of their acceptance into the care of Christ’s church, the 

sign and seal of their participation in God’s forgiveness, and the 

beginning of their growth into full Christian faith and discipleship.   

People:  This is the water of baptism.  Out of this water we rise with 

new life, forgiven of sin and one in Christ, members of 

Christ’s body.   
   

Baptismal questions to the mother:  

One: Do you promise to live by the good will and love of God so that 

your son may grow in the love and nurture of God?  Do you 

promise to grow with him in the Christian faith through regular 

prayer, study of Holy Scripture, and participation in Christian 

fellowship?   

Mother:  I do.   
 

Congregational Response 

One:  Jesus Christ calls us to make disciples of all nations and to offer 

them the gift of grace in baptism.  Do you who witness and 

celebrate this sacrament promise your love, support, and care to 

the one about to be baptized, as he lives and grows in Christ?   
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People:  We promise our love, support, and care.   

 

 

THE ACT OF BAPTISM 

 

PRAYER FOR THE BAPTIZED 

 

HYMN OF BAPTISM (seated)  Child of Blessing, Child of Promise No. 325 

 Verse 4 
 

During the hymn, kids through 3rd grade can head upstairs with Kim for Chapel Time. 

 

 

 

THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

 

SCRIPTURE  Luke 15:1-10 
 

One:  The word of God for the people of God.  

All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM O Love, How Deep Everett Titcomb 

 

SERMON Lost and Found 

 

*HYMN Come, O Fount of Every Blessing No. 459 

 

 

 

THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

 

CALL TO PRAYER 
 

One: God be with you. 
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Many: And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts. 

Many: We lift our hearts to God. 

One:  Let us pray… 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread, and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 

us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

 

In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us have prayed 

since childhood, we will cycle through the different versions over the course of a year.  We will 

pray the prayer with “sins” through the end of 2019. 

 

 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Beloved, If God So Loved Us James Rogers 

 

 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below! 

Praise God for all that love has done! 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 
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*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

THE JOINING OF NEW MEMBER 

Therese L. Howington 

LITANY OF INTENT  

One: Friends in Christ, we are all received into the church through the 

sacrament of baptism. Therese has found nurture and support in 

the midst of the family of Christ. 

Many: She has been led by the Spirit to affirm her baptism and to 

claim in our presence her covenantal relationship with Christ 

and the members of the Christian church.  

One: She is here, as we are here, to endeavor to love God with all our 

hearts, and all our souls, and all our minds. God help us. 

Many: She is here, as we are here, to endeavor to love our 

neighbors as we love ourselves. God help us. 

One: Therese, we rejoice in your pilgrimage of faith which has brought 

you to this time and place. 

Many: We give thanks for every community of faith which has been 

your spiritual home, and we celebrate your presence in this 

household of faith. 

One: Do you promise, by the grace of God, to be a vital part of the 

family of Christ, to be Christ’s disciple, to follow in the way of our 

Savior, to resist oppression and evil, to show love and justice, and 

to witness to the work and Word of Jesus Christ as best you are 

able? 

Therese:  I promise, with the help of God. 

Many: Do you promise, according to the grace given to you, to grow 

in the Christian faith?  And do you promise, that so far as 

able, you will participate in the life of this church, by 

worshipping God with us, and offering your time, talent and 
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means for the ministry of this church and for the larger 

church of which this is a part? 

Therese:  I promise, with the help of God. 

One: We welcome you with joy as a partner in the common life of this 

church, and we offer to you the hand of Christian love. 

*CLOSING HYMN  When Morning Gilds the Skies No. 86 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

 

POSTLUDE  Laudes Domini Alan Ridout  

 

    

 

 About Our New Member  
 

Therese L. Howington 

Therese is originally from Pasadena, California. She moved to Syracuse some 

time ago and is a chaplain intern at Upstate, a substitute teacher with the 

Syracuse City Schools, and a board member of Arise.   She comes from a 

Baptist background.  Therese loves baking, gardening and spending time with 

her new granddaughter Mya. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

USHERS:  Gert Danzy and Luckner Morange 
LITURGIST:  Barbara French   ACOLYTE:  Harry Crawford 

    DEACON ON DUTY:  Scott Kraemer 

FLOWERS are given by Tina Goodall in celebration of the first birthday and 

baptism of Jayden Frederick Bess 

OFFERING COUNTERS:  Sarah Whitton and Elaine Wolf 
  

Hospitality Ministry – Please consider serving as a host for Community Time.  There 
is a sign-up chart in the bell tower entrance.  It’s easy and we’ll help you! 
 

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in 
honor of whatever you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The 
cost is $25, but plans for larger or multiple arrangements can always be made. 
 

Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the 
sanctuary.  Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are 
available.  LARGE PRINT BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 
 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in 
the life of the church. At Plymouth we try to engage All of all ages in different ways. 
Worship activity kits and age-appropriate children’s bulletins are available at our 
worship activity shelf in the back of the Sanctuary for our young children and youth (and 
for any adults who feel led to use them!). We hope that these activities will help 
worshipers connect with the service in ways that are meaningful to them. PLEASE 
return the activity kits with all of the supplies to the shelf at the end of the service. 
 

Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are 
always welcome. Sound is piped into Memorial Hall next door to the sanctuary for those 
who would welcome a space apart. We also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers 
at 9:45am.  There are changing tables in the restroom just off the sanctuary, in the 
nursery, and in the men’s restroom in the basement. 
 

Plymouth likes to share its story!  Photos are often taken during worship and at 
Plymouth events and are shared on the website, in social media and by partnering 
organizations.  If you DO NOT wish your photo to be used, please contact the church 
office. 
 
There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as 
well as in the lots behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short 
distance, parking here will allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use 
the spots directly in front of the church. 
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 Some Things You Ought to Know  
 

TODAY following worship:   

• Community Time: 11:15am, Memorial Hall 

• Luncheon Buffet to benefit SAGE Upstate:  11:15am, Kirtland Hall - 
Consider donating what you might spend for a lunch out.  Proceeds will 
benefit this non-profit agency that helps older LGBT adults live their best 
lives and age in a positive and healthy way.  

Plymouth Church Pastoral Candidate to Lead Worship September 29:  

Mark your calendars! Plymouth Church will welcome our candidate for settled 

pastor, Rev. Eric Jackson, during the weekend of Sept 28 and 29! On Saturday, 

Sept 28 from 11am -1pm, there will be a meet-and-greet at the church with Eric 

and his wife Darnisa. Refreshments will be available. 
 

Then on Sunday Sept 29, Rev. Jackson will lead worship. Following the service, 

we will hold a congregational meeting to vote on Rev. Jackson as our settled 

pastor.  
 

Many thanks to our Search Committee for helping us along in this process! 

 
 
In 2017 the UCC identified 3 Great Loves: Love of Neighbor, Love of Creation, 
and Love of Children. In 2019 the UCC was the first Christian body to endorse 
the Green New Deal. Join students and activists across CNY as we strike 
from school and work to address the crisis of our time: climate disruption. 
In solidarity with strikes across the country, join us for an afternoon of speakers, 
music, calls to action, and information. Let's come together to demand climate 
justice and collectively address the climate emergency. We will meet at 
Plymouth on Friday, September 20, 10:45AM to make signs. Around 11:30 we 
will walk over to Forman Park where the rally tentatively begins at 12:00. Please 
contact Kim Looney for more information. 
 
Board of Christian Formation to Host the KAIROS Blanket Exercise 
Program: 
This participatory event, taking place on Monday, October 14 from 5pm – 
8:30pm here at Plymouth, unravels Indigenous history in a compelling, 
experiential way.  The workshop offers education to foster truth, understanding, 
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and respect between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples. Register through 
the Church Office by October 3, $0-$10 suggested donation.  More info in 
September Plymouth Story. 
   
Plymouth ROCKS*:  Please note that we will NOT be serving lunch at the 
Rescue Mission this month.   Our next day of service is Sunday, October 27. 

*Reaching Our Community through Kindness and Service 
 

The Food Pantry is in need of reusable bags for our clients. Donations can be 
dropped off in the food pantry basket at the back of the sanctuary.  Thank you! 
 

Preparing to welcome our settled pastor:  There are two simple things we 
each can do as we anticipate the arrival of our new settled pastor:  1) get in the 
habit of wearing our nametags (if you don’t have one, add your name to the list 
on the pad on the table next to the nametag boxes 2) submit a photo for our 
online directory.  Our new pastor will have this tool at his fingertips (think cell 
phone!) and can instantly connect names to faces IF there is a photo!  If the 
directory doesn’t include your photo or household photo yet, email a high quality 
file to office@plymouthsyr.org.  Or we’ll be happy to scan a hard copy of a photo 
you give us and upload it for you; just let Kathy Ferro know!   (And if you have 
questions about the directory, give the church office a call.) 
 

The Interreligious Food Consortium (IFC) is holding its annual Empty Bowls 
sale and fundraiser on Friday, September 27 from 11:00am to 2:00pm at the 
S.U. warehouse on the corner of W. Fayette and West Street.  The money 
raised supports food pantries in Onondaga County.   The bowls are handmade 
by local potters and students of the Syracuse University Ceramics Dept. 
 

 THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Mon. September 16 Deadline for October Plymouth Story 
   Food Pantry, 2:00pm – 4:00pm 

• Tues. September 17 Church Council, 5:30pm – Parlor 
   Board of Christian Formation, 7:00pm – Parlor 

• Thurs. September 19 Bell Choir Rehearsal, 5:30pm - Sanctuary 
   Choir Rehearsal, 7pm – Memorial Hall 

• Fri. September 20 Climate Strike: 10:45am – sign making, Parlor 
      11:30pm – walk to Forman Park 

• Sun. September 22 Worship/PrayGround 
   Learning Community, 11:00am 

mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org


11 

 

   Community Time, 11:15am – Memorial Hall 
   Youth Mission Trip Meeting, 11:15am – Parlor 
   Pre-K/Kindergarten gathering, 4pm @ Kathleen  
    Waters’ home 

 Music Notes for September 15, 2019  
 

John… 
John Bunyan. 
John Bunyan wrote The Pilgrim’s Progress, not Paul Bunyan, as I said in last 
week’s Music Notes.  I guess I had too many trips to The Enchanted Forest in 
Old Forge this summer…. 
 
Keyboards instruments are always compromised when it comes to tuning.  
String and woodwind players and singers are always slightly changing the pitch 
of notes that they play so that they will sound harmonious with each other.  But 
keyboards are limited to only twelve notes in an octave.  In the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries, these notes were tuned so that the most common keys 
(C, G, F, Bb, D) would sound much nicer than they do on our modern 
instruments.  But if you played in any other keys, it would sound REALLY bad.  
Bach wanted to be able to play in all keys, so he wrote a collection of 24 
Preludes and Fugues in every possible key (#1- C major; #2- c minor; #3- Db 
Major; #4- c# minor, etc.)  When he finished this collection, he liked it so much 
he did it again with Book 2 of The Well-tempered Clavier. (“Tempered” means “slightly 
altered so that you can play in more keys” and “Clavier” means “Keyboard 

instrument.”) This morning our prelude is Fugue #5 (D major!) from Book 1, and 
the keyboard chosen to play it today is our wonderful new piano.  You’ll note 
that, like all fugues, it begins with a single line of music (the “subject”) which is 
passed around from voice to voice throughout the piece. 
 
Both our anthem and the offertory anthem are about love: 
 

O love, how deep, how broad, how high, how passing thought and fantasy, 

That God, the son of God should take out mortal form, for mortal’s sake. 

For us he prayed, for us he taught, for us his daily works he wrought 

By words and signs and actions, thus still seeking not himself, but us. 

All glory to our Lord and God for love so deep, so high, so broad: 

The trinity, whom we adore forever and forever more.  Amen. 
 

Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another. 

If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and God’s love is perfected in us. 
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If you look at the tune name for our closing hymn, you will see that it is the same 
as our postlude.  However, in the postlude version, the melody is played on the 
pedals of the organ with new harmonies and melodies above it in the manuals 
(played by the hands.) 

 About Plymouth  
 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create 

a Christian abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against 

slavery, poverty, and war; for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and 

women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy in a hurting world.  We 

believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for 

God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 
  

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all All and their gifts 
regardless of gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical 
ability, socioeconomic status, or religious background. 
 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds 
justice with the quest for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the 
globe.  We covenant to affirm the sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve 
creation. 
 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for 
immigrants without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national 
New Sanctuary Movement. 
 

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and 
programs that facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our 
congregation and community. 
  
We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother 
and savior.  We believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so 
not only in the church and the ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of 
science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, and the best strivings of the human 
spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that life is too short for long-
faced religion.  Join us! 
 

 
The Rev. Dr. John A. Terry, Interim Pastor; jterry@plymouthsyr.org 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 


