
* Please rise if you are able 

Plymouth Congregational 

Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

Service of Word and Sacrament 

October 6, 2019 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

10:00 am 

 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

 

 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT  Adena Giroux 

 

 

PRELUDE Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott Johann Nicolaus Hanff 

 

 

*OPENING HYMN A Mighty Fortress Is Our God No. 439 

 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 107)  Christine Dunne   

One: O give thanks to the Lord, for God is good.  

All: God’s steadfast love endures forever.   

One: Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, those God redeemed from 

trouble and gathered in from the lands, from the east and from the 

west, from the north and from the south.  Some wandered in desert 

wastes, finding no way to an inhabited town; hungry and thirsty, 

their soul fainted within them.  Then they cried to the LORD in their 

trouble, and God delivered them from their distress; God led them 

by a straight way, until they reached an inhabited town.   
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All: Let them thank the Lord for God’s steadfast love, for God’s 

wonderful works to humankind. 

One: For God satisfies the thirsty, and the hungry God fills with good 

things.  God turns rivers into a desert, springs of water into thirsty 

ground, a fruitful land into a salty waste, because of the 

wickedness of its inhabitants.  God turns a desert into pools of 

water, a parched land into springs of water.  And there God lets the 

hungry live, and they establish a town to live in; they sow fields, 

and plant vineyards, and get a fruitful yield.  

All: O give thanks to the Lord, for God is good.  Let us give thanks 

and praise to God!   

 

 

 *PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison) 
 

O God, in the folly of the cross you reveal the great distance 

between your wisdom and human understanding.  Open our minds 

to the simplicity of the gospel, that, fervent in faith and tireless in 

love, we may become light and salt for the world, for the sake of 

Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.   

 

 

WELCOME TO GOD’S FUTURE 

 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

One: Peace be with you. 

All: And, also with you. 
  

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

 

 

*SONG OF PRAISE    I’m So Glad, Jesus Lifted Me No. 474 
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THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

 

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney 
 

After the Story for All Ages, all children and youth as well as any adults are invited to 

participate in the PrayGround in the space at the front, right-hand side of the sanctuary. 

The PrayGround is a dedicated space for them to quietly and creatively interact 

with the day’s theme. 

 

 

SCRIPTURE  Matthew 5:13-16 
 

One:  The word of God for the people of God.  

All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

ANTHEM You Are the Salt of the Earth Richard Avery & 

   Donald Marsh 

 

SERMON Salt of the Earth 

 

 

*HYMN  You Are Salt for the Earth, O People No. 181 

 

 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

Today we receive a special offering for Plymouth’s Food Pantry to support our weekly 

ministry to some of the most vulnerable in our community.  To contribute, please make 

out a check to Plymouth Congregational Church with the words “Food Pantry” in the 

memo line. 
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM One Light Magnified Pauline Delmonte 

 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below! 

Praise God for all that love has done! 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF BREAD AND CUP 

Our communion table is open to everyone.  All you have to be to feast at this table is hungry.  

The cup is non-fermented grape juice; a gluten-free substitute 

 is available on each plate. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread, and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 

us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

 

In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us have prayed 

since childhood, we will cycle through the different versions over the course of a year.  We will 

pray the prayer with “sins” through the end of 2019. 
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*CLOSING HYMN All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name No. 304 

 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

 

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

 

 

POSTLUDE  Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott Johann Gottfried Walther  
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 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

USHERS:  Gert Danzy and Cindy Perrine  
LITURGIST:   Christine Dunne   ACOLYTE:  Adena Giroux 

   DEACON ON DUTY:  Kailyn Wright 
COMMUNION SERVERS:   George Bain, Juliet Giglio, Keith Giglio, Keith Jakway, 

 Frank Leonard, Kailyn Wright 
OFFERING COUNTERS:  Keith Jakway and Sarah Whitton 

  

Hospitality Ministry – Please consider serving as a host for Community Time.  There 
is a sign-up chart in the bell tower entrance.  It’s easy and we’ll help you! 
 

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in 
honor of whatever you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The 
cost is $25, but plans for larger or multiple arrangements can always be made. 
 

Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the 
sanctuary.  Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are 
available.  LARGE PRINT BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 
 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in 
the life of the church. At Plymouth we try to engage All of all ages in different ways. 
Worship activity kits and age-appropriate children’s bulletins are available at our 
worship activity shelf in the back of the Sanctuary for our young children and youth (and 
for any adults who feel led to use them!). We hope that these activities will help 
worshipers connect with the service in ways that are meaningful to them. PLEASE 
return the activity kits with all of the supplies to the shelf at the end of the service. 
 

Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are 
always welcome. Sound is piped into Memorial Hall next door to the sanctuary for those 
who would welcome a space apart. We also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers 
at 9:45am.  There are changing tables in the restroom just off the sanctuary, in the 
nursery, and in the men’s restroom in the basement. 
 

Plymouth likes to share its story!  Photos are often taken during worship and at 
Plymouth events and are shared on the website, in social media and by partnering 
organizations.  If you DO NOT wish your photo to be used, please contact the church 
office. 
 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as 
well as in the lots behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short 
distance, parking here will allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use 
the spots directly in front of the church. 
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 Music Notes for October 6, 2019  
 

We are not quite to Reformation Sunday, but today we are singing Martin Luther’s 
great hymn, A Mighty Fortress is our God, so both our prelude and postlude are 
chorale preludes based on that hymn.  It wasn’t hard to find music based on this 
hymn; just by opening two collections of chorale preludes, I found ten pieces!  
Because this was the great hymn of the reformation, many German composers 
wrote music using this tune.  You may ask, “What exactly is a chorale prelude?”  A 
chorale prelude is a piece, often written for organ, that takes a familiar tune (which 
is probably about 50 notes long) and makes it into a longer piece.  In German 
churches, where the services were 2-3 hours long, the organist would play a 
composed chorale prelude (or improvise one!) before the singing of the hymn.  
Sometimes, in a hymn with many verses, the organist alone would “sing” one of the 
verses to give the congregation a break.  Our prelude today is by Johann Nicolaus 
Hanff (1663-1711), a north German organist in the generation before J. S. Bach.  
He begins this chorale prelude with the lower three voices (in the left hand and 
pedal) giving hints at the various phrases of the chorale, and then bringing in the 
right hand on a solo stop (here, the cornet) in a highly ornamented version.  Our 
postlude is by Johann Gottfried Walther (1684-1748) who was just a year older than 
his first cousin, J. S. Bach.  Walther writes quick-moving lower voices, with the tune 
coming in later in longer notes, soaring above the lower parts. I like to think that he 
was thinking of the verse about the world filled with devils running all over, while the 
upper voice indicates the unshaking resolve of God’s power. 
 

Donald Marsh (1923-2010) was the organist at Fort Jervis’ First Presbyterian 
Church where Richard Avery was the pastor.  Beginning with the 1967 publication of 
Hymns Hot and Cool, the two collaborated for over fifty years writing church music in a 
popular vein.  Originally written for summer bible camps, much of their music has 
found its way into hymn books and other collections.  Although not particularly 
sophisticated, it meets their goal of writing tuneful, easily learned music with simple, 
direct messages. 
 

Pauline Delmonte (1913-2011) was a pianist who earned her Bachelor and Master’s 
degrees at Syracuse University, studying under George Mulfinger.  She lived her 
adult life in California where she had a piano teaching studio, and wrote church 
choral music: 

One light – Yet the light of a single candle cannot be put out by all the darkness in the world. 

One voice – Yet the sound of a single voice cannot be stilled by all the silence in the world. 

Praise the Lord, whose saving splendor shines into the darkest night. 

O what praises shall we render for this never-ceasing light? 

Sing alleluia! Sing to the light of the world. 

O tell of the glory of the Lord; Proclaim the Love of God. 
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May the light of Christ the Savior, light that from God’s glory came- 

Fill our hearts with his own splendor; make our lives a spreading flame. 

Then one light shall be magnified, one voice shall be multiplied. 

Alleluia; Christ, the Lord. 

 About Plymouth  
 

Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create 

a Christian abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against 

slavery, poverty, and war; for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and 

women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy in a hurting world.  We 

believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for 

God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 
  

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all All and their gifts 
regardless of gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical 
ability, socioeconomic status, or religious background. 
 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds 
justice with the quest for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the 
globe.  We covenant to affirm the sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve 
creation. 
 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for 
immigrants without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national 
New Sanctuary Movement. 
 

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and 
programs that facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our 
congregation and community. 
  
We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother 
and savior.  We believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so 
not only in the church and the ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of 
science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, and the best strivings of the human 
spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that life is too short for long-
faced religion.  Join us! 
 

 

 

The Rev. Dr. John A. Terry, Interim Pastor; jterry@plymouthsyr.org 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
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 Some Things You Ought to Know  
 

TODAY following worship:   

• Sunday LIFT – Memorial Hall 
 

Rev. John Terry will be leaving us in mid-October. If you loaned him something 
for his apartment last year please let him or Kathy know whether you would like 
it back or like it donated.   
 
Food Pantry news:  We want to remind you that this Sunday we will collect a 
special offering for the Food Pantry. Please write checks to Plymouth with food 
pantry in memo line. We appreciate your donations and support!  
 
Come experience LIFT today after worship in Memorial Hall:  Join us for this 
fall-themed session of LIFT (Living In Faith Together) where we will break 
(pumpkin) bread (or muffins…) together, study God’s word together, play 
together, and pray together in an intergenerational setting. We will be exploring 
what it means to be the salt and light of the world. During our hour together, you 
may be sitting with some people from different generations whom you don’t 
really know, but that’s part of the point. By the end of that hour, we guarantee 
you that you will all know each other better! 
 
 Registration deadline extended for KAIROS Blanket Exercise Program:  
This participatory event, taking place on Monday, October 14 from 5pm – 
8:30pm here at Plymouth, unravels Indigenous history in a compelling, 
experiential way.  The workshop offers education to foster truth, understanding, 
and respect between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples.  Register 
through the Church Office by October 8, $0-$10 suggested donation.  More 
info in October Plymouth Story. 
 
Come celebrate over a meal!  Since biblical times, important events are 
marked by sharing meals together (what would Thanksgiving, Christmas or 
Easter be like without a shared meal!?)  You are invited to share a meal marking 
two important events at Plymouth in the coming month:  On Sunday, October 
13 we mark John Terry’s last Sunday, sharing dinner after church, and on 
November 3rd we mark Eric Jackson’s arrival with another dinner after church.   
Please plan to share these meals with us. 
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Hymn Sing Sunday is October 20!  Nominate your favorite hymns on the ballot 
inserted in the bulletin or by emailing the office.  Nominations accepted through 
October 13. 
 
Plymouth Women’s Fellowship will reconvene their monthly meetings 
tomorrow, Monday, October 7 at 12 noon at the Solvay Library, 615 Woods 
Rd., Solvay, 13209.  All women are invited.    Bring a lunch and a snack to 
share.   For directions or information, contact Anne Frank (315-487-1023) or 
Peggy Kinner (315-492-0556).   
 
Plymouth is once again hosting the McMahon-Ryan Multi-Faith Prayer service 
on Wednesday, October 9 at 12:15pm.  The community will unite to honor and 
support survivors, family members, caregivers and professionals who are 
affected directly or indirectly by child sexual abuse. 
 
Plymouth ROCKS*:  We will be serving lunch at the Rescue Mission on 
October 27 from 10:45am – 12:30pm. Young (ages 12 and up) and old are 
welcome.   There are a limited number of volunteer positions each month AND 
the Rescue Mission is required to have the names of the individuals who are 
volunteering so RSVP to Chris Hopkins (christinehopkins03@gmail.com or 
315 476-5139.) ahead of time to get on the list and receive instructions re: 
where to report.   

*Reaching Our Community through Kindness and Service 
 
AVP workshop:  ACTS and the Alternatives to Violence Project-New York are 
co-sponsoring an Alternatives to Violence Basic Workshop October 25-27. Learn 
to: understand why conflict happens and practice responding non-violently; 
communicate well in difficult situations; build trust and empathy with self and 
others; and more!  See flier on bulletin board for more information. 
 
THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Mon. October 7  Plymouth Women, 12noon -Solvay Library 
   Food Pantry, 2:00pm - 4:00pm 

• Tues. October 8  Board of Deacons, 5:30pm - Parlor 
   Board of Trustees, 5:30pm - Adult Education Room 

• Wed. October 9  McMahon-Ryan Multi-Faith Prayer Service, 12:15pm  

• Thurs. October 10 Bell Choir Rehearsal, 5:30pm - Sanctuary 
   Choir Rehearsal, 7pm – Memorial Hall 

mailto:christinehopkins03@gmail.com
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• Sun. October 13  Worship/Chapel Time 
   Farewell dinner for John Terry – 11:15 – Kirtland Hall 
  

 


