
* Please rise if you are able 

Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

 Service of the Word  
 November 10, 2019 
 Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost 
  Stewardship Sunday 
 10:00 am 

 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
BRINGING IN THE LIGHT  Elias Mannion 

PRELUDE A Firm Foundation Improvisation 

*OPENING HYMN How Firm a Foundation No. 407 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  David Palladino-Cowdery 
 

One: The Holy One is here in this community of faith:     
All: Great is our God and greatly to be praised!          
One: Let us bless the Holy Name forever and ever 
All: Great is our God and greatly to be praised!          
One: Let us meditate on God’s wondrous works 
All:  Great is our God and greatly to be praised! 
One:  Let us bless and praise God’s name forever and ever          
All: Great is our God and greatly to be praised!            

 *PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison) 

God of faithful surprises, throughout the ages you have made known your love and 
power in unexpected ways and places.  May we daily perceive the joy and wonder 
of your abiding presence and offer our lives in gratitude for our redemption. Amen. 

WORDS OF WELCOME  Eric Jackson 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

One: Peace be with you. 
All: And, also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*SONG OF PRAISE  I’m So Glad, Jesus Lifted Me No. 474 

 THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney 
 

After the Story for All Ages, kids through 3rd grade can head upstairs with Kim for Chapel Time. 

SCRIPTURE  Job 19:23-27a 

One:  The word of God for the people of God.  
All:  Thanks be to God. 
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SOLO I Know That My Redeemer Liveth G. F. Handel 

SERMON Foundations 

*HYMN  All My Hope on God is Founded No. 408 

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

CALL TO PRAYER 

One: God be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
Many: We lift our hearts to God. 
One:  Let us pray… 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

      OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Lay Up Treasures in Heaven James Neff 

*DOXOLOGY Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
Praise God for all that love has done! 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

STEWARDSHIP WITNESS  John Mannion 

STEWARDSHIP PRAYER (unison) 

Dear God, 
  

Another year has passed. The changes keep coming at Plymouth. It sometimes seems 
like it’s a pastoral turntable, spinning round and round. Nevertheless, our church has 
persevered through these recent years. We discerned. We decided. We searched. And 
we called. Through our discernment and search committees, you have sent us our next 
settled pastor. For that we are grateful. But still, sometimes it’s hard to know which 
direction to look. Do we hold onto cherished memories? Do we compare one way of 
celebrating our rituals to another? Do we stay in place? Then we remember you told 
us that, when tilling the field, “No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking 
back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” You are the way. You will guide us as we look 
forward. May our stewardship commitment be a delight in your eyes. 

 Amen. 
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OFFERING OF OUR PLEDGES 

 We invite you to physically rise or in spirit to place your pledge in the baskets. If you 
would like an usher to deliver your pledge, please raise your hand. If you have made 
your financial commitment through other means, unable to contribute financially 

and will commit time, or would hope to offer a pledge in the future then please come 
forward and touch the basket 

*CLOSING HYMN My Hope is Built on Nothing Less  No. 403 

*BENEDICTION 

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

POSTLUDE  Trumpet Tune in G Jon Roberts 

    

 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

GREETER:  Gert Danzy  USHERS:  George Bain and Kailyn Wright  
LITURGIST:  David Palladino-Cowdery    ACOLYTE:  Elias Mannion   

DEACON ON DUTY:  Kailyn Wright 
OFFERING COUNTERS:  Keith Jakway and Elaine Wolf 

  

Hospitality Ministry – Please consider serving as a host for Community Time.  There is a sign-up 
chart in the bell tower entrance.  It’s easy and we’ll help you! 
 

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of 
whatever you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans for 
larger or multiple arrangements can always be made. 
 

Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  
Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  LARGE PRINT 
BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 
 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of the 
church. At Plymouth we try to engage All of all ages in different ways. Worship activity kits and age-
appropriate children’s bulletins are available at our worship activity shelf in the back of the 
Sanctuary for our young children and youth (and for any adults who feel led to use them!). We hope 
that these activities will help worshipers connect with the service in ways that are meaningful to 
them. PLEASE return the activity kits with all of the supplies to the shelf at the end of the service. 
 

Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are always welcome. 
Sound is piped into Memorial Hall next door to the sanctuary for those who would welcome a space 
apart. We also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers at 9:45am.  There are changing tables in 
the restroom just off the sanctuary, in the nursery, and in the men’s restroom in the basement. 
 

Plymouth likes to share its story!  Photos are often taken during worship and at Plymouth events 
and are shared on the website, in social media and by partnering organizations.  If you DO NOT wish 
your photo to be used, please contact the church office. 
 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the 
lots behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking here will 
allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in front of the 
church. 

 Some Things You Ought to Know  
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TODAY following worship:    

 Learning Community 
 Community Time 
 Youth Justice Work – 11am lunch and trip to Haven @ Skanda  

Rev. Eric Jackson has arrived!   He can be reached at 315-474-4836, ext. 27 or 
ejackson@plymouthsyr.org.   

Sunday LIFT: A Seed Story - NEXT Sunday11am-12pm:  Please plan to join us for our second 
fall session of Sunday LIFT: A Seed Story! At this session we will explore the parable of the 
sower as we break bread together, study God’s word together, play together, and pray together 
in an intergenerational setting.  

If you can give of your time and gifts in any of these areas, please reach out to Kim Looney 
(klooney@plymouthsyr.org): 

• Prepare a snack with seeds (e.g. lemon poppyseed bread (GF and/or non-GF), 
apples, oranges, strawberries, or any favorite “seed” recipe you have). You can be 
creative! 

• Bring in some gardening supplies from home for table decorations (put your name 
on them and we’ll make sure you get them back after the session!) 

• Go shopping for supplies  
• Set up tables and chairs and decorate tables 
• Clean up snack, tables and chairs, and/or supplies 

Food Pantry News:  Beginning this Sunday, you can buy fair trade gifts for friends and families 
AND support the Food Pantry at the same time! Fair trade scarves and baskets are on sale 
starting today. 100% of proceeds from scarves will go to the Food Pantry and all proceeds above 
costs for the baskets will be donated to the Food Pantry. Thank you for your support! 

Preparation for the Advent Workshop begins this week!  Take a tag off the giving tree at the 
back of the sanctuary and shop for those items to be included in Random Acts of Kindness 
Bags.  Bring the items in between now and Advent Workshop Sunday, December 8.  If you 
cannot donate items, but still wish to participate, you can make a monetary donation and write 
“Random Acts of Kindness” in the memo line. 

Deck the Halls and Sanctuary:  Ever wonder how the sanctuary gets transformed for the 
Christmas season? How do they get those wreaths up there? Please consider joining us on 
Tuesday November 19th at 10:00 AM and be part of the magic. We’ll hang wreaths, place 
greenery on the window ledges and pew ends and deck the balcony in lights and garlands.  If 
you want to help with the transformation, please call Doreen Todorov at 315-506-0110 or Susan 
Hawks at 315-475-4032 and be a part of the fun.  

Plymouth ROCKS*:  We will be serving lunch at the Rescue Mission Sunday, November 24 
from 10:45am – 12:30pm. Young (ages 12 and up) and old are welcome.   There are a limited 
number of volunteer positions each month AND the Rescue Mission is required to have the 
names of the individuals who are volunteering so RSVP to Chris Hopkins 
(christinehopkins03@gmail.com or 315 476-5139) ahead of time to get on the list and 
receive instructions re: where to report.   

 *Reaching Our Community through Kindness and Service 

Don’t forget to wear your nametag!  Please wear it as a sign of your warm welcome for Pastor 
Eric Jackson and Darnisa Amante-Jackson as well as for visitors and for us long-time members 
who have trouble holding on to names. If you don’t have a nametag, prefer a different style (clip 

mailto:ejackson@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:klooney@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:christinehopkins03@gmail.com
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vs. lanyard) or have a preferred version of your name, make a note on the pad on the table next 
to the nametag bins.  Visitors are encouraged to fill out a “stick-on” tag.  

Plymouth needs YOU to help us live out our mission of “Welcoming All”!   Please sign up to 
greet, provide flowers or host community time by clicking on the link on the Get Involved page on 
the Plymouth website (www.plymouthsyr.org).   You can also sign up by contacting the church 
office or by signing up on the charts in the bell tower for Flowers or Community Time. 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  
• Mon. November 11 (No Food Pantry) 

• Tues. November 12 Board of Deacons, 5:30pm - Parlor 

   Board of Trustees, 5:30pm - Adult Education Room 
• Thurs. November 14 Bell Choir Rehearsal, 5:30pm - Sanctuary 

   Choir Rehearsal, 7:00pm - Memorial Hall 
• Sat. November 16 Deacon Cleanup, 10am 
• Sun. November 17 Worship/PrayGround  

 Sunday LIFT 

 Music Notes for November 10, 2019  
 

The author of the text for our prelude and opening hymn has become anonymous.  S/he was 
originally only known by the letter “K” and all attempts at finding out who this person was have 
been futile.  The tune is a typical folkish type melody using a pentatonic scale (with only five 
pitches; you can play the tune just using the black notes on the piano) which first appeared in 
Funk’s Genuine Church Music of 1832.  Perhaps that’s why we had the idea of playing a slightly 
funk version of the hymn for our prelude today. ☺ 
 
One of the most glorious moments in the oratorio Messiah by Georg Frideric Handel (1685-1759) 
is in the Easter section with the soprano voice singing text from our scripture reading today.  In 
place of the usual full choir anthem, we enjoy Kat Skafidas’ solo. 
 
Today we dedicate pledges to the mission of Plymouth Church.  Our offertory anthem is by 
James Neff (1934-2013) who spent most of his career at Camrose Lutheran College which is 
now part of the University of Alberta, Canada.  The text comes from Matthew 6: 19-21: 
 

Lay not up for yourselves treasure on earth, 

Where moth and rust doth corrupt, 

And where thieves break through and steal, 

But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven 

Where neither moth nor rust do corrupt, 

And where thieves do not break through nor steal. 

For where your treasure is, 

There will your heart be also. 

 
Our postlude is by Jon Roberts who is the choir director and organist at St. Michael’s Episcopal 
Church in Norman, Oklahoma.  It was dedicated to Thomas Matthews (1915-1999) who was the 
organist/choir master at Trinity Episcopal Church in Tulsa, and Jon Roberts’ teacher. 

 About Plymouth  
Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 

abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; 
for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy 

http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
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in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking 
risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all All and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, 
or religious background. 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest 
for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the 
sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and programs that 
facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our congregation and community. 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and 
savior.  We believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the 
church and the ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the 
revelations of other religions, and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has 
granted us a purpose, and that life is too short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 

 
 

 
 

Rev. Eric Jackson, Pastor, ejackson@plymouthsyr.org 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 

(315) 474-4836 
plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 

 
 


