
*Please rise if you are able 

Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 
 Service of the Word  
 November 24, 2019 
 Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
 Reign of Christ and Thanksgiving Sunday 
   10:00 am 

 
RINGING OF THE BELL 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT  Adena and Violet Giroux 

PRELUDE Come Ye Thankful People, Come Joseph Downing 

*OPENING HYMN We Gather Together No. 421 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   Kim Dill 

One:  Know that the Holy One is God. 
All: We are God’s people. 
One: Worship the Holy One with gladness; 
All: Come into God’s presence with singing. 
One: Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving, and God’s courts with praise. 
All: Make a joyful noise! 
One: For God is good;  
All: God’s steadfast love endures forever,   
One:  and God’s faithfulness to all generations. 
All: Let us worship with thanks and joy!  

 *PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison) 

Gracious God, we long to know you better.  Open us to recognize your presence, to 
receive you fully, and to be ready to follow your leading. Amen. 

WORDS OF WELCOME  Eric Jackson 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

One: Peace be with you. 
All: And, also with you. 

 Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*SONG OF PRAISE I’m So Glad, Jesus Lifted Me No. 474 

 THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney 

After the Story for All Ages, kids through 3rd grade can head upstairs with Kim for Chapel Time. 

SCRIPTURE  John 6:24-35 

One:  The word of God for the people of God.  
All:  Thanks be to God. 

ANTHEM Thanks Be To Thee attr. Siegfried Ochs 

SERMON Are You Hungry? 
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*HYMN  Great is Your Faithfulness No. 423 

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

CALL TO PRAYER 

One: God be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
Many: We lift our hearts to God. 
One:  Let us pray… 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us have prayed since childhood, we 

will cycle through different versions over the course of a year. On the last Sunday of the month we pray the 

following, which is adapted from the New Zealand Prayer Book and uses contemporary, inclusive language.  It is a 

paraphrase – not a translation – of the original Greek in the New Testament. 

Eternal Spirit, 
Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver 
Source of all that is and all that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by people of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hopes and come on earth. 
With bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. 
May it be so.  Amen. 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Now Thank We All Our God J. S. Bach 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
Praise God for all that love has done! 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*CLOSING HYMN Now Thank We All Our God No. 419 

*BENEDICTION 

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 
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POSTLUDE  Concerto for Two Trumpets i) Allegro Antonio Vivaldi
  

   

 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

GREETERS:  Leslie Kalil and Sarah Whitton  USHERS:  Jim Kurt and Frank Leonard ACOLYTES:  
Adena and Violet Giroux     LITURGIST:  Kim Dill 

DEACON ON DUTY:  Scott Kraemer 
 COMMUNITY TIME:  In honor of Mary Giegengack-Jureller’s 80th birthday 

TODAY’S FLOWERS are given with love, happiness & thanksgiving in honor of the August 6th birth of 
Riley David Kraemer Dimmock. Riley happily resides with his parents, 

 Lynsey Kraemer & Graham Dimmock, & his brother, Elliot, in Waltham, MA. 

Hospitality Ministry – Please consider serving as a host for Community Time.  There is a sign-up chart 
in the bell tower entrance.  It’s easy and we’ll help you! 

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of whatever 
you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans for larger or 
multiple arrangements can always be made. 

Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  
Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  LARGE PRINT BULLETINS 
ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of the 
church. At Plymouth we try to engage All of all ages in different ways. Worship activity kits and age-
appropriate children’s bulletins are available at our worship activity shelf in the back of the Sanctuary 
for our young children and youth (and for any adults who feel led to use them!). We hope that these 
activities will help worshipers connect with the service in ways that are meaningful to them. PLEASE 
return the activity kits with all of the supplies to the shelf at the end of the service. 

Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are always welcome. Sound 
is piped into Memorial Hall next door to the sanctuary for those who would welcome a space apart. We 
also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers at 9:45am.  There are changing tables in the restroom just 
off the sanctuary, in the nursery, and in the men’s restroom in the basement. 

Plymouth likes to share its story!  Photos are often taken during worship and at Plymouth events and 
are shared on the website, in social media and by partnering organizations.  If you DO NOT wish your 
photo to be used, please contact the church office. 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the lots 
behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking here will allow 
those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in front of the church. 

 Some Things You Ought to Know  

TODAY following worship:    

 Learning Community 
 Youth cookie baking, 11am - kitchen 
 Community Time  

Stewardship Campaign Update:  We have received 65 pledges to date for $183,535 toward 
Plymouth’s 2020 budget. Our stewardship effort will continue until the Annual Meeting in 
January. Your pledges make possible the operation of the church and its ongoing efforts of love, 
justice and mercy. Pledge cards are available in the Sanctuary. If you need one but are unable to 
come to worship, please contact George Bain. 
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Advent Devotional Book:  A New Earth, the UCC’s 2019 book of daily Advent and Epiphany 
devotions, written by UCC authors, is available on the table in the back of the Sanctuary for a 
suggested price of $4 each (let us know if that price is prohibitive for you!) 

Ushers Needed in December:  Ushers make each Sunday service run smoothly. Plymouth 
benefits from a dedicated cadre of regular ushers, but occasionally they have to miss worship. 
And we don’t have ushers who regularly volunteer for Christmas Eve. We have seven openings to 
fill in December, one on Sunday, December 15; four on Christmas Eve, two each at the 5:30 family 
service and 11 p.m. candlelight service; and two on Sunday, December 29. If you want to 
volunteer as an usher, you can select a date on SignUp Genius at 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4aada62aa7fa7-pccworship. Or contact George Bain. 

Food Pantry News:  You can buy fair trade gifts for friends and families AND support the Food 
Pantry at the same time! This is the last Sunday that fair trade scarves and baskets are on sale 
following worship. 100% of proceeds from scarves will go to the Food Pantry and all proceeds 
above costs for the baskets will be donated to the Food Pantry. Thank you for your support! 

Preparation for the Advent Workshop is underway!  Take a tag off the giving tree at the back 
of the sanctuary and shop for those items to be included in Random Acts of Kindness Bags.  
Bring the items in between now and Advent Workshop Sunday, December 8.  If you cannot 
donate items, but still wish to participate, you can make a monetary donation and write 
“Random Acts of Kindness” in the memo line.  

Youth Book Fair – Support next summer’s Youth Mission Trip and get some amazing books 
when you place an order at our book fair! Books are marked down 15% for you, and 35% of the 
list price will go directly to support the youth. All 25 titles will be on display at the Advent 
Workshop on December 8th, but today and December 1st we will have a sneak peek and will 
begin taking orders. Your books should arrive by January 6th, just in time for Epiphany, which is 
the day we celebrate the Wise Ones bringing their gifts to Jesus. Here you can really make the 12 
days of Christmas last! 

Mark your calendars for upcoming Advent activities: 

• Sunday, December 8 - Advent workshops in Kirtland Hall 
• Sunday, December 15: 

o  Service of Lessons and Carols 
o Advent Potluck following worship: Please plan to bring enough for 8-10 people 

according to the following schedule by last name: 
   A-M: main dish + a plate of cookies 
   N-Z: side dish or salad + a plate of cookies 
  More details to follow in December Plymouth Story and future bulletins 
• Sunday, December 22 - Gingerbread House making for Learning Community children 

and their families at 11am 
• Tuesday, December 24 - Christmas Eve 

o 5:30pm - Family service  
o 11:00pm - Candlelight service 

Email scams:  Be aware of email scams appearing to come from Rev. Eric Jackson.   His name will 
appear in the “From” line, but the address is NOT ejackson@plymouthsyr.org.   The subject line is 
often “request” or references needing help getting giftcards.   This is a common scam happening in 
many churches.  Please do NOT respond. 

Rev. Eric Jackson would love to hear from you!   He can be reached at 315-474-4836, ext. 27 
or ejackson@plymouthsyr.org.   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4aada62aa7fa7-pccworship
mailto:ejackson@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:ejackson@plymouthsyr.org
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THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Mon. November 25 Food Pantry, 2pm - 4pm 
• Thurs. November 28 CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
• Fri. November 29 CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
• Sun. December 1 First Sunday of Advent 
   Worship/Communion/PrayGround 
   (No Learning Community)  

 Music Notes for November 24, 2019  
I wrote our prelude as an undergraduate.  Originally for organ alone, it benefits from performance 
with two trumpets.  We express our appreciation to Lee Turner, and Kyle Jones for playing trumpet 
today. 

If you recognize the anthem, you’ll probably think that it was written by Georg Frideric Handel 
(1685-1759.)  However, the piece only appears for the first time in the late nineteenth century, and 
was sung by the Philharmonic Choral Society of Berlin, and it is likely that it was written by its 
founder/director, Siegfried Ochs (1858-1929.)  How can we tell it was not written by Handel?  
Probably the most distinguishing feature of this piece is the impressive crescendo that occurs at the 
beginning of the piece (and several times throughout.)  In Handel’s times, most instruments were 
incapable of producing a crescendo (harpsichord, organ – even the bows used by string instruments 
were constructed and held in such a way that crescendos were unlikely), and it would only be the 
classic period that the orchestra in Mannheim became famous for its ability to produce a crescendo 
(they had stronger bows which were constructed and held differently and made it possible to play 
soft, loud, and at levels in-between.)  There are also a few clashes in counterpoint that are typical of 
nineteenth century music, but would have been regarded as “shocking” and “wrong” in Handel’s 
time. Today the choir sings it in unison, giving the altos, tenors, and basses the opportunity to sing a 
great tune, rather than just hang around a few notes as happens in many other pieces: 

Thanks be to thee, for thou hast led thy people, Israel, safe through the sea. 

And as a flock, it passed through, O Lord; thy hand protected it;  

Thou gav’st it safety in thy goodness. 

Our Offertory Anthem comes from one of the hundreds of cantatas by Johann Sebastian Bach 
(1685-1750.)  We don’t know exactly what instruments played the original obligato parts – Bach 
called for “corni di caccia” but figuring out just what that instrument was has proven elusive.  Today 
we perform it with two trumpets.  As in the original cantata, we will conclude the service by having 
everyone sing the choral in its simple form. 

Although Antonio Vivaldi  (1678-1741) took vows as a priest, he never really served as one, and 
instead dedicated his life to music.  His principal employment was at the Ospedale della Pieta which 
was a private residential convent and school for females who been orphaned or abandoned. (There 
was a “dropbox” window where babies could be left.) Music was the major part of the curriculum, 
and Vivaldi wrote over six hundred concertos for various instruments (including the famous Four 

Seasons concertos) which were performed by the girls at the school.  The Ospedale della Pieta remained 
in service until 1830, and its building remains in Venice, today used as a restaurant-hotel complex.  
Our postlude is the first movement of Vivaldi’s Concerto for Two Trumpets. 
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 About Plymouth  
Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 

abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; 
for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy 

in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking 
risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all All and their gifts 
regardless of gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, 
socioeconomic status, or religious background. 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest 
for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the 
sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and programs that 
facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our congregation and community. 

 We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and 
savior.  We believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the 
church and the ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the 
revelations of other religions, and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has 
granted us a purpose, and that life is too short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 

 
 

 
 

Rev. Eric Jackson, Pastor, ejackson@plymouthsyr.org 
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 
(315) 474-4836 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
 

 


