
*Please rise if you are able 

Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

 Service of Word and Sacrament 
 December 1, 2019 
 First Sunday of Advent 
   10:00 am 

 

 

 
RINGING OF THE BELL 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT  DaCoda Weller 

PRELUDE Magnificat Sexti Toni Johann Pachelbel 

*OPENING HYMN O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  No.  116 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Sue Bogucz 

One: All around us days shorten and nights lengthen, 
but we are told that the night is almost over, and a light is drawing near. 

All: We wait on God’s light together. 
One: Chaos surrounds us as the business of the season approaches, 

but we are called along pathways of peace. 
All: We wait on God’s peace together. 
One: In this season of friends and family, 

we dearly miss the faces that are absent this year. 
All: We wait on God’s comfort together. 
One: Though the world can seem dark and chaotic both within and without 

we are told that God will build a house among us. 
All: We wait on God’s presence together. 

 *PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison) 

Unknowable God, you come to make yourself known to us in loving relationship.  
You come with a message of peace and comfort for those who are hurting and those 
who are tired.  As you did centuries ago, be with us again today as we seek to learn 
from you and from one another.  In the name of your Child, Jesus Christ who 
walked among us, Amen. 

WORDS OF WELCOME  Eric Jackson 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

One: Peace be with you. 
All: And, also with you. 

 Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 
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*SONG OF PRAISE   

 

 

 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 THE GIFT OF HOPE 
LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF HOPE  Therese Howington  

 THE GIFT OF THE WORD 
STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney 
 

After the Story for All Ages, all children and youth as well as any adults are invited to participate in the 

PrayGround in the space at the front, right-hand side of the sanctuary. The PrayGround is a dedicated 

space for them to quietly and creatively interact with the day’s theme. 

SCRIPTURE  Matthew 24:36-44 

One:  The word of God for the people of God.  
All:  Thanks be to God. 

ANTHEM Waiting Pepper Choplin 

SERMON Stay Awake 

*HYMN  Watcher, Tell Us of the Night No. 103 

      OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

Today we receive a special offering for Plymouth’s Food Pantry to support our weekly ministry to 

some of the most vulnerable in our community.  To contribute, please make out a check to Plymouth 

Congregational Church with the words “Food Pantry” in the memo line. 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Zion Hears the Watchmen J. S. Bach 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
Praise God for all that love has done! 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
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THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 

DISTRIBUTION OF BREAD AND CUP 

Our communion table is open to everyone.  All you have to be to feast at this table is hungry.  The cup 

is non-fermented grape juice; a gluten-free substitute is available on each plate. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

*CLOSING HYMN My Heart Sings Out with Joyful Praise No. 106 

*BENEDICTION 

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

POSTLUDE  Noel X Louis Claude Daquin 

    

  Plymouth Runs On YOU  
GREETER:  Geoff Oldfield   USHERS:  Barbara Genton and Cindy Perrine  

ACOLYTE:  DaCoda Weller     LITURGIST:  Sue Bogucz 
DEACON ON DUTY:  Nick Signorelli 

FLOWERS given by Luis Morales and Bob Watrous in celebration of Liz McKinney’s birthday 
(11/26).  Happy Birthday Liz! 

COMMUNION SERVERS:  George Bain, Frank Leonard, Maureen McTyre-Watts, Kelly Procopio, Nick 
Signorelli, and Kailyn Wright  

OFFERING COUNTERS:  Sue Bogucz and Audrey Kane 
  

Hospitality Ministry – Please consider serving as a host for Community Time.  There is a sign-up chart 
in the bell tower entrance.  It’s easy and we’ll help you! 

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of whatever 
you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans for larger or 
multiple arrangements can always be made. 

Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  
Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  LARGE PRINT BULLETINS 
ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of the 
church. At Plymouth we try to engage All of all ages in different ways. Worship activity kits and age-
appropriate children’s bulletins are available at our worship activity shelf in the back of the Sanctuary 
for our young children and youth (and for any adults who feel led to use them!). We hope that these 
activities will help worshipers connect with the service in ways that are meaningful to them. PLEASE 
return the activity kits with all of the supplies to the shelf at the end of the service. 

Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are always welcome. Sound 
is piped into Memorial Hall next door to the sanctuary for those who would welcome a space apart. We 
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also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers at 9:45am.  There are changing tables in the restroom just 
off the sanctuary, in the nursery, and in the men’s restroom in the basement. 

Plymouth likes to share its story!  Photos are often taken during worship and at Plymouth events and 
are shared on the website, in social media and by partnering organizations.  If you DO NOT wish your 
photo to be used, please contact the church office. 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the lots 
behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking here will allow 
those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in front of the church. 

  Some Things You Ought to Know  

TODAY following worship:    

 Community Time 
 (No Learning Community) 

Stewardship Campaign Update:  We have received 72 pledges to date for $215,335 toward 
Plymouth’s 2020 budget. Our stewardship effort will continue until the Annual Meeting in 
January. Your pledges make possible the operation of the church and its ongoing efforts of love, 
justice and mercy. Pledge cards are available in the Sanctuary. If you need one but are unable to 
come to worship, please contact George Bain. 

Advent Devotional Book:  A New Earth, the UCC’s 2019 book of daily Advent and Epiphany 
devotions, written by UCC authors, is available on the table in the back of the Sanctuary for a 
suggested price of $4 each (let us know if that price is prohibitive for you.) 

Ushers Needed in December:  Ushers make each Sunday service run smoothly. Plymouth 
benefits from a dedicated cadre of regular ushers, but occasionally they have to miss worship. 
And we don’t have ushers who regularly volunteer for Christmas Eve. We have five openings to fill 
in December, four on Christmas Eve, two each at the 5:30 family service and 11 p.m. candlelight 
service; and one on Sunday, December 29. If you want to volunteer as an usher, you can select a 
date on SignUp Genius at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4aada62aa7fa7-pccworship. 
Or contact George Bain. 

Preparation for the Advent Workshop is underway.  Take a tag off the giving tree at the back 
of the sanctuary and shop for those items to be included in Random Acts of Kindness Bags.  
Bring the items in NEXT Sunday.  If you cannot donate items, but still wish to participate, you 
can make a monetary donation and write “Random Acts of Kindness” in the memo line.  

Youth Book Fair – Support next summer’s Youth Mission Trip and get some amazing books 
when you place an order at our book fair! Books are marked down 15% for you, and 35% of the 
list price will go directly to support the youth. All 25 titles will be on display at the Advent 
Workshop on December 8th, but today we will have a sneak peek and will begin taking orders. 
Your books should arrive by January 6th, just in time for Epiphany, which is the day we celebrate 
the Wise Ones bringing their gifts to Jesus. Here you can really make the 12 days of Christmas 
last! 

  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4aada62aa7fa7-pccworship


5 

 

Mark your calendars for upcoming Advent activities: 

• Sunday, December 8 - Advent workshops in Kirtland Hall 
• Sunday, December 15: 

o  Service of Lessons and Carols 
o Advent Potluck following worship: Please plan to bring enough for 8-10 people 

according to the following schedule by last name: 
   A-M: main dish + a plate of cookies 
   N-Z: side dish or salad + a plate of cookies 
  More details to follow in December Plymouth Story and future bulletins 
• Sunday, December 22 - Gingerbread House making for Learning Community children 

and their families at 11am 
• Tuesday, December 24 - Christmas Eve 

o 5:30pm - Family service  
o 11:00pm - Candlelight service 

Rev. Eric Jackson would love to hear from you. He can be reached at 315-474-4836 ext. 27 or 
315-882-3906 for emergencies or to communicate via SMS (text) message. His email is 
ejackson@plymouthsyr.org.  Eric loves connecting with the Plymouth community and sets aside 
time weekly to do this. Please contact the Church Office to arrange a get-together.  

Plymouth members perform with Syracuse Vocal Ensemble in A Feast of Carols on Saturday, 
December 14, 7:30pm at Holy Cross Church, 4112 E. Genesee St, Dewitt and Sunday, December 
15, 3:00pm at Marriott Syracuse Downtown.  Tickets are $10 (students and children are free) 
and can be purchased at the door or online at syracusevocalensemble.org. 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Mon. December 2 Food Pantry, 2pm - 4pm 
• Thurs. December 5 Put up Christmas Trees in the Sanctuary - 10am 
   Bell Choir Rehearsal, 5:30pm - Sanctuary 
   Choir Rehearsal, 7:00pm - Memorial Hall 
• Sat. December 7 Set up Advent Workshop, 10am - Kirtland Hall 
• Sun. December 8 Second Sunday of Advent 
   Worship 
   Advent Workshop, 11:00am - Kirtland Hall 
   (No Learning Community)  

 Music Notes for December 1, 2019  
Today begins Advent, so our music changes noticeably as we prepare for the birth of Jesus. 

Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706) wrote more than just the Canon in D.  At the height of his career, he was 
the organist at Nuremberg’s wealthiest church, St. Sebald, and it was here he wrote ninety-five (!) short 
fugues to introduce the singing of the Magnificat (Mary’s response to the angel Gabriel when he tells her 
she will bear Jesus).  Today I will play two of them as the prelude. A fugue begins with one short passage 
of music played alone and called the subject.  After a few seconds, a second voice enters, playing the 
subject while the first continues with new material.  A third voice, sometimes fourth voice, or even fifth 
voice continues and the entire piece revolves around the subject which was introduced all by itself at the 
beginning.  The voices are all relatively equal in importance – none of the voices is reduced to just being 
accompanimental (like, say, the alto part in a typical hymn.) 

Pepper Choplin was Minister of Music at Greystone Baptist Church in Raleigh, NC until he retired to 
devote himself fulltime to composition, conducting and comedy.  He has over three hundred anthems in 
print and they reflect his interests in folk music (like today’s anthem), gospel, classical and jazz. 

mailto:ejackson@plymouthsyr.org
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Waiting.  We are waiting Lord. Fill the mind ‘til we find your light, your truth. 

Waiting.  We are waiting Lord. Fill the mind ‘til we find your will, your way. 

Now let us know your presence, Lord, Emmanuel, God be with us. 

We welcome you with open hearts, Emmanuel, God be with us. 

Listening. We are listening Lord. Draw near, let us hear your Word for us. 

Patience, give us patience, Lord. When we pray, give us faith that you hear every prayer 

As we’re waiting. 

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) wrote over three hundred cantatas, each about 45 minutes long, for 
use in the weekly church services at the St. Thomaskirche in Leipzig.  Our offertory anthem comes from 
Cantata #140, which is all based on the hymn Sleepers Wake found at #112 in our hymnal.  This is the 
middle movement of the cantata, where a beautiful, rolling melody has the phrases of the hymn 
interjected throughout.  Bach himself liked this movement so much that he did an arrangement for organ 
solo, which we will hear in one of the other Sundays in advent. 

During advent, I can’t resist playing several of the dozen Noels by Louis Claude Daquin (1694-1772).  
Unlike the complex fugues and chorale preludes of his German contemporaries, Daquin’s Noels are 
simple folk melodies with variations.  Our postlude is a tune still beloved in France today – but often 
with drinking song lyrics rather than a Christmas text! 

  About Plymouth  
Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 

abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; 
for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy 

in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking 
risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all All and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, 
or religious background. 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest 
for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the 
sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and programs that 
facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our congregation and community. 

 We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and 
savior.  We believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the 
church and the ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the 
revelations of other religions, and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has 
granted us a purpose, and that life is too short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 

 

Rev. Eric Jackson, Pastor, ejackson@plymouthsyr.org 
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 
(315) 474-4836 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
 


