
*Please rise if you are able 

Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

 Service of the Word 

 December 29, 2019 

 First Sunday after Christmas 

   10:00 am 

 

 
RINGING OF THE BELL 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT  Amelia Wright 

PRELUDE French Suite No. 6, second movement  J.S. Bach 

*OPENING HYMN In a Lowly Manger Born No. 162 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Sarah Whitton 
 

 One: When Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph, 
   All: God is there. 
 One: When Jesus is presented at the temple, 
 All: God is there. 
 One: When Simeon holds Jesus in his arms, 
 All: God is there. 
 One: When Anna recognizes Jesus in the temple, 
 All: God is there. 
 One: This very morning, 
 All: God is here. 
 One: In the future we cannot see, 
 All: God is there. 
   Let us worship God! 

 *PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison) 

O Holy One, heavenly angels spoke to earthly shepherds and eternity entered time in 
the child of Bethlehem. Through the telling of the Christmas story, let our temporal 
lives be caught up in the eternal in that same child, that we might join shepherds and 
all the heavenly host in praising the coming of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.  

WORDS OF WELCOME  Eric Jackson 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

One: Peace be with you. 
All: And, also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 
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*SONG OF PRAISE   

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 THE GIFT OF THE WORD 
STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney 

After the Story for All Ages, all children and youth as well as any adults are invited to participate in the 

PrayGround in the space at the front, right-hand side of the sanctuary. The PrayGround is a dedicated space for 

them to quietly and creatively interact 

with the day’s theme. 

SCRIPTURE  Matthew 2:13-21 

One:  The word of God for the people of God.  
All:  Thanks be to God. 

SERMON Jesus Escapes to Egypt 

*HYMN  What Child Is This No. 148 

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

CALL TO PRAYER 

One: God be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
Many: We lift our hearts to God. 
One:  Let us pray… 

THE PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us have prayed since 

childhood, we will cycle through different versions over the course of a year. On the last Sunday of the month 

we pray the following, which is adapted from the New Zealand Prayer Book and uses contemporary, inclusive 

language.  It is a paraphrase – not a translation – of the original Greek in the New Testament. 

  

2. A new year’s almost here … 
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Eternal Spirit, 
Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver 
Source of all that is and all that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by people of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hopes and come on earth. 
With bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. 
May it be so.  Amen. 

      OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY Quia Respexit (from Magnificat) J.S. Bach 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
Praise God for all that love has done! 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*CLOSING HYMN Go Tell It on the Mountain No. 154 

*BENEDICTION 

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

POSTLUDE  Invention No. 8 J.S. Bach 

    

We welcome back Kyle Seniw, who plays the organ for us this morning while Joe Downing is 
away with family.  Kyle is a graduate of Syracuse University and previously served as a section 

leader and soloist in the Plymouth choir. 

  Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

USHERS:  Christine Herb and Cindy Perrine    ACOLYTE:  Amelia Wright    
 LITURGIST:   Sarah Whitton    DEACON ON DUTY:  Juliet Giglio 

COMMUNITY TIME:   Board of Deacons 
OFFERING COUNTERS:  Susan Hawks and Elaine Wolf 

Hospitality Ministry – Please consider serving as a host for Community Time.  There is a sign-up 
chart in the bell tower entrance.  It’s easy and we’ll help you! 
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Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of 
whatever you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans for 
larger or multiple arrangements can always be made. 

Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  
Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  LARGE PRINT 
BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of the 
church. At Plymouth we try to engage All of all ages in different ways. Worship activity kits and age-
appropriate children’s bulletins are available at our worship activity shelf in the back of the 
Sanctuary for our young children and youth (and for any adults who feel led to use them!). We hope 
that these activities will help worshipers connect with the service in ways that are meaningful to 
them. PLEASE return the activity kits with all of the supplies to the shelf at the end of the service. 

Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are always welcome. 
Sound is piped into Memorial Hall next door to the sanctuary for those who would welcome a space 
apart. We also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers at 9:45am.  There are changing tables in 
the restroom just off the sanctuary, in the nursery, and in the men’s restroom in the basement. 

Plymouth likes to share its story!  Photos are often taken during worship and at Plymouth events 
and are shared on the website, in social media and by partnering organizations.  If you DO NOT wish 
your photo to be used, please contact the church office. 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the 
lots behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking here will 
allow those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in front of the 
church. 

 Some Things You Ought to Know  
 

TODAY following worship:   Community Time 

Stewardship Campaign Update:  We have received 84 pledges to date for $245,535 toward 
Plymouth’s 2020 budget. Our stewardship effort will continue until the Annual Meeting in 
January. Your pledges make possible the operation of the church and its ongoing efforts of love, 
justice and mercy. Pledge cards are available in the Sanctuary. If you need one but are unable to 
come to worship, contact George Bain. 

PrayGround:  From December 22nd through January 12th we are experimenting with a section 
of the PrayGround that will be a “soft space” where the Bell Choir is usually situated.  This part 
of the PrayGround will be available throughout the service every Sunday during this 4-week 
period while the Bell Choir takes a well-deserved break. It is intended for families with children 
who are in preschool or younger as a space that is more accessible and developmentally 
appropriate. There will be quiet toys and activities to engage the children under their grownups’ 
supervision. The regular PrayGround will continue to take place twice per month. Please –  no 
kids older than four in the soft space! The experiment is to determine the value in expanding on 
what we have already built. If you have feedback, questions, or concerns, please reach out 
directly to Kim Looney at klooney@plymouthsyr.org. 

 Inquirers’ Luncheon:   Are you new to Plymouth and want to know more? Are you interested 
in taking the “next step?”  If the answer to either or both of these questions is “yes,” please plan 
on attending the next Inquirers’ Luncheon on January 12 from 11:45am to 1:45pm.  Join Eric 
Jackson to learn more about Plymouth, our United Church of Christ, and the meaning of 
membership.  A light lunch will be provided.  Child care is available if you let us know by January 

mailto:klooney@plymouthsyr.org
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5. RSVP to the church office at office@plymouthsyr.org or 474-4836.  Should you so choose, new 
members will be received during worship on Sunday, January 26. 

Calling all Church and Ministry Team Leaders: The deadline for submitting your annual 
reports to the Church Office (office@plymouthsyr.org) is Monday, January 6.   If you have any 
questions, contact Kathy Ferro. 

Rev. Eric Jackson would love to hear from you. He can be reached at 315-474-4836 ext. 27 or 
315-882-3906 for emergencies or to communicate via SMS (text) message. His email is 
ejackson@plymouthsyr.org.  Eric loves connecting with the Plymouth community and sets aside 
time weekly to do this. Please contact the Church Office to arrange a get-together.  

Join a Covenant Community Group!  Plymouth’s Covenant Community groups consist of eight 
to twelve people building community and discussing “life’s big questions” in monthly meetings 
in one another’s homes. If you are interested in learning more, you are invited to an 
informational session on January 12 after church in the Parlor. If you are unable to attend but 
have questions, contact Elaine Wolf (elainewolf0148@gmail.com) or Sue Bogucz 
(sebogucz@twcny.rr.com). Please let us know on or before Sunday, January 19, if you want to 
participate during 2020 so that groups can be assigned and ready to meet in February. 

“Only 982” Film and Discussion January 12 following worship:  During World War II, only 
982 refugees from the European Holocaust were allowed entry into the United States. Using 
archival footage and interviews, Juliet Giglio’s 14 minute documentary “Only 982” tells the story 
of Keith Giglio’s mom Rikica Levi and other family members who were among those who spent 
18 months at Fort Ontario. After the screening, Juliet and Rikica Levi Giglio will lead a short Q & 
A session. 

 ACTS “Race Matters” Book Club meeting at Plymouth:  “How to be an AntiRacist” by Ibram X. 
Kendi is the selection for January’s gathering of the ACTS “Race Matters” Book Club taking place 
on Monday January 27 at 7pm here at Plymouth.  More information will be available in the 
January Plymouth Story.  

Don’t forget to wear your nametag!  Please wear it as a sign of your warm welcome for 
visitors and for us long-time members who have trouble holding on to names. If you don’t have a 
nametag, prefer a different style (clip vs. lanyard) or have a preferred version of your name, 
make a note on the pad on the table next to the nametag bins.  Visitors are encouraged to fill out 
a “stick-on” tag.  

Mark your calendars for these important gatherings following worship: 

 Sunday, January 19 - Review and discussion of 2020 Budget 
 Sunday, January 26 - Annual Meeting 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Mon. December 30 Food Pantry, 2pm - 4pm 
• Wed. January 1  CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
• Sun. January 5  Worship/Communion/PrayGround 
   Community Time 

  

mailto:office@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:ejackson@plymouthsyr.org
mailto:elainewolf0148@gmail.com
mailto:sebogucz@twcny.rr.com
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  About Plymouth  
Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 

abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; 
for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy 

in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking 
risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all All and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, 
or religious background. 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest 
for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the 
sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and programs that 
facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our congregation and community. 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior.  We 
believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church and the 
ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, 
and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that life is too 
short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 

 
 

 
 

Rev. Eric Jackson, Pastor, ejackson@plymouthsyr.org 
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 
(315) 474-4836 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
 


