
*Please rise if you are able 

Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

 Service of the Word  
 January 26, 2020 
 Third Sunday after Epiphany 
 Annual Meeting Sunday 
   10:00 am 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT  Abigail Otte 

PRELUDE Praludium und Fuga Dietrich Buxtehude 

*OPENING HYMN God of Grace and God of Glory No. 436 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (inspired by Psalm 27)  Jim Dunn 

One: God is our light and our salvation; whom shall we fear? 
All: God is our shelter and refuge on the days of trouble, and our hope and joy 

on the days of celebration! 
One: Day after day, we seek God’s face and the assurance of God’s holy love: 
All: God, do not turn from us or hide your face from us!  Be our guide and our 

light instead! 
One:  One thing we ask of God: 
All: That we may live in God’s dwelling place all the days of our life, and never 

cease to behold the beauty of God’s home. 
One:  Beloved of God, enter this worship in thanksgiving, for God is among and within 

us! 
All: Thanks be to God! 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison) 

God of Blazing light, through the power of the cross you shattered our darkness, 
scattering the fears that bind us and setting us free to live as your children. Give us 
courage and conviction that we may joyfully turn and follow you into new 
adventures of faithful service, led by the light that shines through Jesus Christ our 
Savior. Amen. 

WORDS OF WELCOME  Eric Jackson 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

One: Peace be with you. 
All: And, also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*SONG OF PRAISE      

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

During the song, kids through 5th grade can head upstairs with Kim for Extended Chapel Time. 

 THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

SCRIPTURE  Psalm 27 
 

One:  The word of God for the people of God.  
All:  Thanks be to God. 

ANTHEM The Lord Is My Light  Frances Allitsen 

REFLECTION   

 REMEMBERING THE SAINTS 

RUTH EMMONS Peggy Kinner 

JOHN JURELLER  

CAROL PALMER Leslie Lawrence 

CAROLA SHAVE Keith Jakway 

ANNE WOODLEN Kathy Ferro 
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*HYMN  A Mighty Fortress is our God No. 439 

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

CALL TO PRAYER 

One: God be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
Many: We lift our hearts to God. 
One:  Let us pray… 

THE PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us have prayed since 

childhood, we will cycle through different versions over the course of a year. On the last Sunday of the 

month we pray the following, which is adapted from the New Zealand Prayer Book and uses 

contemporary, inclusive language.  It is a paraphrase – not a translation – of the original Greek in the 

New Testament. 
 

Eternal Spirit, 
Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver 
Source of all that is and all that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by people of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hopes and come on earth. 
With bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. 
May it be so.  Amen. 

      OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM One Thing Have I Desired Knut Jeppesen 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
Praise God for all that love has done! 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

      THE JOINING OF NEW MEMBERS 

Sarah Cowles 
Christine Herb 
Mike Hungerford 
Adam King 

Ashlee Martinez 
Margaret Ryniker 
Leslie Smith 

LITANY OF INTENT  

One: Friends in Christ, we are all received into the church through the sacrament of 
baptism. These people have found nurture and support in the midst of the family 
of Christ. 

Many: They have been led by the Spirit to affirm their baptism and to claim in our 
presence their covenantal relationship with Christ and the members of the 
Christian church.  

One: They are here, as we are here, to endeavor to love God with all our hearts, and all 
our souls, and all our minds. God help us. 

Many: They are here, as we are here, to endeavor to love our neighbors as we love 
ourselves. God help us. 

One: Friends who are joining, we rejoice in your pilgrimage of faith which has brought 
you to this time and place. 
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The regular 

Annual Meeting 
of Plymouth Congregational Church 

is hereby called for TODAY 

Sunday, the 26th of January, 2020 

immediately following the service of worship.  The purposes of the meeting 

are to receive the annual reports, to fill elective offices, to set up plans for the 

coming year, and to transact such other business as may properly come 

before this meeting. 
 

The 2019 Annual Report of the Congregation was emailed to those for whom 

we have email addresses.  A limited number of hard copies are available on 

the table in the back of the Sanctuary. 

 

Many: We give thanks for every community of faith which has been your spiritual 
home, and we celebrate your presence in this household of faith. 

One: Do you promise, by the grace of God, to be a vital part of the family of Christ, to 
be Christ’s disciple, to follow in the way of our Savior, to resist oppression and 
evil, to show love and justice, and to witness to the work and Word of Jesus 
Christ as best you are able? 

Those joining:  We promise, with the help of God. 

Many: Do you promise, according to the grace given to you, to grow in the 
Christian faith?  And do you promise, that so far as able, you will 
participate in the life of this church, by worshipping God with us, and 
offering your time, talent and means for the ministry of this church and for 
the larger church of which this is a part? 

Those joining:  We promise, with the help of God. 

One: We welcome you with joy as partners in the common life of this church, and we 
offer to you the hand of Christian love. 

*CLOSING HYMN  Beams of Heaven as I Go No. 447 

*THANKSGIVING FOR THE MEAL 

    

All those staying for the Annual Meeting are invited to help yourselves to a light 

lunch at the back of the sanctuary and return to your seats so that the meeting may 

start promptly.   Agendas, including budget and ballot, will be distributed and a 

limited number of hard copies of the 2019 Annual Report are available on the back 

table if you need them for reference.  

Nursery Care and extended Chapel Time for children through 5th grade are being 

provided during the meeting. 
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 About Our New Members  
SARAH COWLES 

Sarah was born in Bucks County, Pennsylvania and moved to and grew up in Homer, New 
York.  She went to Moravian College, receiving a BA in English Literature.  She participated in Time 
For God through Common Global Ministries as the youth worker for the village of Hadlow, Kent, 
UK through their local Church of England parish as well as joining the NY Conference of the UCC 
Youth trip to South Africa in 2010.  Sarah is currently living in Liverpool, where she works as a 
Community Habilitation Coordinator for Advocates, a non-profit that assists individuals with 
developmental disabilities achieve independent living skills.  She has decided to join Plymouth as 
she has been a member of the choir for two years and has found a home with this spiritual 
community.  

CHRISTINE HERB 

Christine grew up in Syracuse and graduated from Syracuse University in nursing.   She loves 
nursing and especially specializing in wound healing and ostomy care at the VA Hospital.  
Christine was not raised in the church, but she was seeking God and came to know and love Jesus 
Christ, her savior, in her 20’s.  Ever since then she has been seeking an ever-closer walk with Him 
through the Bible and prayer each morning.   Progress not perfection!   She has realized the 
intimacy with her creator that she has always craved when she finally surrendered her addiction 
to alcohol.   She discovered the peace and serenity of living life sober.   In sobriety, she found the 
strength to leave her abusive husband of 36 years.  Christine’s only child Luccia, recently 
diagnosed with chronic Lyme disease, has come back to live with her.  Together they are on the 
long journey toward health and healing for Luccia.  It was Luccia who prompted Christine to come 
to Plymouth Church!  Christine has chosen Plymouth Church because she believes here she will 
find authentic, all-loving, Christ-centered living and worship amongst a community of like-minded 
people.  There she can live and practice her faith and grow, grow, grow. 

MIKE HUNGERFORD AND MARGARET RYNIKER 

Margaret Ryniker is joining and her husband, Mike Hungerford, is re-joining Plymouth.  They have 
been married 43 years and have four children.  The younger three children were confirmed here.   
Abby Hind is their youngest.  Mike served in many capacities including Moderator when he was at 
Plymouth.  Margaret served as a Learning Community teaching assistant for over a decade.  Mike 
and Margaret are retired attorneys who give some of their time to Volunteer Lawyers Project.  
Mike has been active with the Interfaith Sanctuary Coalition and he sits on the boards of 
Interreligious Food Consortium and Matthew 25 Farm.  Margaret plays with her grandsons every 
chance she gets.   

ADAM KING AND ASHLEE MARTINEZ 

Ashlee was adopted and raised in Ithaca, New York.  Adam was born on Long Island and raised in 
Texas. Both moved to the Syracuse area for college and met at a college function in 2008.  Ashlee 
was active growing up at the First Baptist Church in Ithaca, but hadn’t found a local church to call 
home in Syracuse until visiting Plymouth. They have been happy and excited to find a new 
worship home here.  Ashlee and Adam began fostering Kloie and Ronaldo in 2015.  While Kloie’s 
adoption was finalized in 2018, Ronaldo’s continues to be processed.  Malcolm is their first 
biological child, born this past April.  Ashlee loves swimming and watching crime shows.  She 
currently works as a Registered Nurse in a pediatric psychiatric facility and in the home care 
setting with the elderly.  Adam is an avid reader and enjoys volunteering in the community for 
various not-for-profits.  Adam will graduate Syracuse Law School this May.  

LESLIE SMITH 

Leslie grew up in Connecticut and then, after college, went on to graduate studies in finance and a 
30-year career in investments in Los Angeles, Washington D.C. and here in Syracuse.  Syracuse is 
where her daughter and family live, including her son-in-law's truly enormous family, so this is 
where Leslie is retired and where she will happily stay.  Plymouth Church will play a major role in 
making her feel very much at home in Syracuse, since the church of her childhood was the First 
Congregational Church of Darien, Connecticut. 
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 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

USHERS:  Frank Leonard and Jim Kurt 
ACOLYTE:  Abigail Otte   LITURGIST:  Jim Dunne 

DEACON ON DUTY:   Kelly Procopio 
OFFERING COUNTERS:  Keith Jakway and Sarah Whitton 

Hospitality Ministry – Please consider serving as a host for Community Time.  There is a sign-up 
chart in the bell tower entrance.  It’s easy and we’ll help you! 

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of whatever 
you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25.  Plans for larger or 
multiple arrangements can always be made. 

Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  
Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  LARGE PRINT 
BULLETINS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of the 
church. At Plymouth we try to engage All of all ages in different ways. Worship activity kits and age-
appropriate children’s bulletins are available at our worship activity shelf in the back of the Sanctuary 
for our young children and youth (and for any adults who feel led to use them!). We hope that these 
activities will help worshipers connect with the service in ways that are meaningful to them. PLEASE 
return the activity kits with all of the supplies to the shelf at the end of the service. 

Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are always welcome. 
Sound is piped into Memorial Hall next door to the sanctuary for those who would welcome a space 
apart. We also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers at 9:45am.  There are changing tables in the 
restroom just off the sanctuary, in the nursery, and in the men’s restroom in the basement. 

Plymouth likes to share its story!  Photos are often taken during worship and at Plymouth events 
and are shared on the website, in social media and by partnering organizations.  If you DO NOT wish 
your photo to be used, please contact the church office. 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the lots 
behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking here will allow 
those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in front of the church. 

 Some Things You Ought to Know  

TODAY following worship:    

• Annual Meeting - Sanctuary 
• Extended Chapel Time 
• Youth Dinner and Justice Work, 5pm - Youth Room 

ACTS “Race Matters” Book Club meeting at Plymouth:  “How to be an AntiRacist” by Ibram X. Kendi 
is the selection for January’s gathering of the ACTS “Race Matters” Book Club taking place 
TOMORROW, Monday January 27, at 7pm here at Plymouth.   

Plymouth Women’s Fellowship first Monday of the month gatherings are resuming in February.   All 
women are invited to meet at 12 noon on Monday, February 3 (weather permitting) at the Solvay 
Library, 615 Woods Rd., Solvay, 13209.   Bring a lunch and a snack to share.   For directions or 
information, contact Anne Frank (315-487-1023) or Peggy Kinner (315-492-0556).  And use the back 

parking lot for better accessibility! 

Mardi Gras Sunday:  Following worship on Sunday, February 23 everyone is invited to Kirtland Hall 
for LIFT (Living In Faith Together) and a Mardi Gras meal served family style.   Contact Kim Looney to 
help with LIFT preparation.  Luncheon setup and meal preparation will take place on Saturday, 
February 22.   Contact Joe Downing or Carole Brzozowski to become involved in this community effort 
as we prepare for the Lenten Season.   

Home Communion::  If you are unable to be in church on communion Sunday and want to receive 
communion, Keith Jakway will be happy to bring it to you – just give him a call at 315-382-0843.  Or 
email him at Krj1158@aol.com. 

Don’t forget to wear your nametag!  Please wear it as a sign of your warm welcome for visitors and 
for us long-time members who have trouble holding on to names. If you don’t have a nametag, prefer a 
different style (clip vs. lanyard) or have a preferred version of your name, make a note on the pad on 
the table next to the nametag bins.  Visitors are encouraged to fill out a “stick-on” tag.  

Want to stay informed about the news and events at Plymouth Church?  Sign up for Plymouth’s weekly 
email newsletter by contacting George Bain at georgesbain@aol.com and provide your email to the 
church office (office@plymouthsyr.org) in order to receive the monthly newsletter The Plymouth Story. 

Rev. Eric Jackson would love to hear from you. He can be reached at 315-474-4836 ext. 27 or 315-
882-3906 for emergencies or to communicate via SMS (text) message. His email is 

mailto:Krj1158@aol.com
mailto:georgesbain@aol.com
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ejackson@plymouthsyr.org.  Eric loves connecting with the Plymouth community and sets aside time 
weekly to do this. Please contact the Church Office to arrange a get-together.  

Plymouth needs YOU to help us live out our mission of “Welcoming All”!   Please sign up to greet, 
usher, provide flowers or host community time through Sign-up genius by clicking on the link on the 
Get Involved page on the Plymouth website (www.plymouthsyr.org).   Or by signing up on the charts in 
the bell tower for Flowers or Community Time. 

Interfaith Dinner Dialogues:    Want to experience a truly unique evening and gain an intimate 
understanding of other faiths, religions and spiritual traditions in a home-setting? You are invited to 
participate in InterFaith Works’ Interfaith Dinner Dialogues on Thursday, February 20, 2020 from 6pm 
- 8:30pm.  Diverse groups of 8-12 guests gather together for a friendly, facilitated conversation about 
faith and spirituality at homes across Central New York.  Hosts provide a simple vegetarian meal. 
Participation is free but you must register by February 7, 2020. For more information, contact Daryl 
Files at (315) 449-3552, ext. 208, or email dfiles@interfaithworkscny.org or Reggie Kelley at (315) 
449-3552 ext. 115 or email rkelley@ifwcny.org. 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Mon. January 27 Food Pantry, 2pm - 4pm 
   ACTS Race Matters book club, 7pm - Parlor 
• Thurs. January 30 Bell Choir, 5:30pm - Sanctuary 
   Choir Rehearsal, 7:00pm - Memorial Hall 
• Saturday, February 1 Covenant Community shepherds orientation, 10am -  
    Parlor 
• Sun. February 2 Worship/Communion/PrayGround 
   Learning Community 
   Community Time 

 Music Notes for January 26, 2020  
Our worship today centers around Psalm 27 with its themes of light (“The Lord is my light”) and 
dwelling in the house of God.   

Our prelude was chosen because, like much baroque music, it sparkles.  Dietrich Buxtehude 
(1637-1707) was born in Helsingborg in what was then Denmark, but now Sweden, and lived his 
life a few miles away in what was then Denmark, but is now part of Germany!  He was the most 
important organ composer of his time, and Bach once walked two hundred miles to study with 
him.  (Bach was given a two week leave; he ended up staying for three and a half months!)  Like 
many Praludia of the northern European tradition, this one begins with a fantasy section of fast 
scales, and then proceeds into three mini-fugues. 

Our anthem is by Mary Frances Allitsen (1848-1912), née Mary Bumpus.  Born in London, she 
studied literature in her youth, even writing a novel, and only came to music after leaving her 
family’s influence.  She became self-supporting through teaching and publishing and even toured 
America to promote her compositions.  Our anthem, based on Psalm 27, is her best-known work. 

The Lord is my light and my salvation.  Who then shall I fear? 

The Lord is the strength of my life. Of whom, then, shall I be afraid. 

‘Though a host of men were laid against me, yet shall not my heart be afraid. 

And ‘though there rose up war against me, yet will I put my trust in God. 

For in the time of trouble, God shall hide me in the tabernacle; 

Yea, in the secret places of God’s dwelling shall God hide me,  

And set me up upon a rock of stone. 

Knud (Knut) Jeppesen (1892-1974) was a Danish musicologist and composer.  Although I have 
done a few of his pieces through the years, it was only in preparing these notes that I realized that 
he is the same person who wrote the textbook on Counterpoint that I have used for about forty 
years (including this semester!)  Our offertory anthem demonstrates this love of choral music 
and careful consideration of the relationship and interaction between the four parts of the choir. 

One thing have I desired of the Lord, which I require forever: 

That I may dwell inside his house all the days of my years, 

 Seeing the blissful majesty of the Lord, and be joyful in his temple. 

 About Plymouth  
Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 

abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; for 
immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy in a 
hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for 

God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

mailto:ejackson@plymouthsyr.org
http://www.plymouthsyr.org/
mailto:dfiles@interfaithworkscny.org
mailto:rkelley@ifwcny.org
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We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all All and their gifts regardless of gender, 
gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, or 
religious background. 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest for 
peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the sacredness 
of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants without 
documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and programs that 
facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our congregation and community. 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior.  We 
believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church and the ancient 
words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, and the 
best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that life is too short for 
long-faced religion.  Join us! 

 
 

 
 

Rev. Eric Jackson, Pastor, ejackson@plymouthsyr.org 
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 
(315) 474-4836 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 

 


