
*Please rise if you are able 

Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

 Service of Word and Sacrament 

 February 2, 2020 

 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

  10:00 am 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT  Elias Mannion 

PRELUDE Melody Samuel Coleridge Taylor 

*OPENING HYMN Savior God Above No. 602 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Josh Wright 

One:  Come Sunday 
All:  Grey skies are passing by 
One:  Come Sunday 
All:  God of love, hear our cries 
One:  God hears, God sees, and is here in this place today! 

 All:  Let us worship God! The One whose blessings can see us through!  

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison) 

Hear us, Holy One, You created all human beings in your image and likeness. You 
have stamped each human person with a unique specialness, and all persons bear 
your image.  Through that image you call on us to reflect your goodness, justice, 
and love to all the world.  Remind us that when we speak out for justice, mercy, 
and compassion we are displaying the attributes we find in you.  As we come to 
offer to you what we believe you are worth, show us how to display you in 
everything we do. Show us how to respect your image in all human beings.  Help 
us to defend your image that is found in all human beings.  Amen. 

WORDS OF WELCOME  Eric Jackson 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

One: Peace be with you. 
All: And, also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*SONG OF PRAISE      

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
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 THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney 

After the Story for All Ages, all children and youth as well as any adults are invited to participate in the 

PrayGround in the space at the front, right-hand side of the sanctuary. The PrayGround is a dedicated 

space for them to quietly and creatively interact with the day’s theme. 

SCRIPTURE  Psalm 24 

One:  The word of God for the people of God.  
All:  Thanks be to God. 

ANTHEM Psalm 24  Donnalynn Grunewald 

SERMON Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner? 

*HYMN  O God, Our Help in Ages Past No. 25 

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

CALL TO PRAYER 

One: God be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
Many: We lift our hearts to God. 
One:  Let us pray… 

THE PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory forever. Amen. 

There are several beloved versions of this prayer.  In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the 

different versions that many of us have prayed since childhood, we will cycle through the different 

versions over the course of a year.  We will pray using “trespasses” through the first part of 2020. 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

Today we receive a special offering for Plymouth’s Food Pantry to support our weekly ministry to some 

of the most vulnerable in our community.  To contribute, please make out a check to Plymouth 

Congregational Church with the words “Food Pantry” in the memo line. 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Create In Me A Clean Heart Carl Mueller 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
Praise God for all that love has done! 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
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 THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 

DISTRIBUTION OF BREAD AND CUP 

We have an open communion table at Plymouth. All are welcome. You are invited to take a piece of the 

bread and wait to eat until all have been served. You are invited to partake of the cup, however, as soon 

as you are served. The cup is non-fermented grape juice; a gluten-free substitute is available on each 

plate. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

*CLOSING HYMN  O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing No. 42 

*BENEDICTION 

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

POSTLUDE Talk About A Child That Do Love Jesus Calvin Taylor 

    

  Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

USHERS:  George Bain and Cindy Perrine   ACOLYTE:  Elias Mannion 
LITURGIST:   Josh Wright     DEACON ON DUTY:   Kailyn Wright 

COMMUNION SERVERS:  George Bain, Juliet Giglio, Keith Giglio, Scott Kraemer, Maurine McTyre-Watts, 
Kelly Procopio 

FLOWERS given by Pamela Mathes in thanks for peace.  
OFFERING COUNTERS:  Sue Bogucz and Elaine Wolf 

 

Hospitality Ministry – Please consider serving as a host for Community Time.  There is a sign-up chart 
in the bell tower entrance.  It’s easy and we’ll help you! 
 

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of whatever 
you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans for larger or 
multiple arrangements can always be made. 
 

Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  
Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  LARGE PRINT BULLETINS 
ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 
 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of the 
church. At Plymouth we try to engage All of all ages in different ways. Worship activity kits and age-
appropriate children’s bulletins are available at our worship activity shelf in the back of the Sanctuary 
for our young children and youth (and for any adults who feel led to use them!). We hope that these 
activities will help worshipers connect with the service in ways that are meaningful to them. PLEASE 
return the activity kits with all of the supplies to the shelf at the end of the service. 
 

Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are always welcome. Sound 
is piped into Memorial Hall next door to the sanctuary for those who would welcome a space apart. We 
also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers at 9:45am.  There are changing tables in the restroom just 
off the sanctuary, in the nursery, and in the men’s restroom in the basement. 
 

Plymouth likes to share its story!  Photos are often taken during worship and at Plymouth events and 
are shared on the website, in social media and by partnering organizations.  If you DO NOT wish your 
photo to be used, please contact the church office. 
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There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the lots 
behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking here will allow 
those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in front of the church. 

 Some Things You Ought to Know  

TODAY following worship:    

• Learning Community 
• Community Time 

Plymouth Women’s Fellowship first Monday of the month gatherings are resuming in 
February.   All women are invited to meet at 12 noon TOMORROW, Monday, February 3 
(weather permitting) at the Solvay Library, 615 Woods Rd., Solvay, 13209.   Bring a lunch and a 
snack to share.   For directions or information, contact Anne Frank (315-487-1023) or Peggy 
Kinner (315-492-0556).  And use the back parking lot for better accessibility! 

Forum - Back from the Brink:  Following worship on February 16, Diane and Peter Swords 
and Margrit Diehl, members of the Nuclear-free World Committee of the Syracuse Peace Council, 
will talk about “Back from the Brink: The Call to Prevent Nuclear War,” a national grassroots 
initiative seeking to fundamentally change U.S. nuclear weapons policy and lead us away from 
the dangerous path we are on.  

Mardi Gras Sunday:  Following worship on Sunday, February 23 everyone is invited to 
Kirtland Hall for LIFT (Living In Faith Together) and a Mardi Gras meal served family style.   
Contact Kim Looney to help with LIFT preparation.  AND you are invited to help with lunch 
setup and meal preparation in the church kitchen on Saturday, February 22.   Contact Joe 
Downing or Carole Brzozowski to become involved in this community effort as we prepare for 
the Lenten Season.   

Pancake Supper & Ash Wednesday Service:  Join us for a Pancake Supper at 5:30PM on 
Wednesday, February 26th. There will be a suggested donation of $5 per person or $15 per 
family. Our Ash Wednesday Service will follow supper at 6:15pm.  

We are looking for Pancake Supper volunteers to help with setting up, cooking pancakes, 
serving pancakes and cleaning up.  Please contact Kim Looney if you want to help! 

Home Communion:  If you are unable to be in church on communion Sunday and want to 
receive communion, Keith Jakway will be happy to bring it to you – just give him a call at 315-
382-0843.  Or email him at Krj1158@aol.com. 

Don’t forget to wear your nametag!  Please wear it as a sign of your warm welcome for 
visitors and for us long-time members who have trouble holding on to names. If you don’t have a 
nametag, prefer a different style (clip vs. lanyard) or have a preferred version of your name, 
make a note on the pad on the table next to the nametag bins.  Visitors are encouraged to fill out 
a “stick-on” tag.  

Rev. Eric Jackson would love to hear from you. He can be reached at 315-474-4836 ext. 27 or 
315-882-3906 for emergencies or to communicate via SMS (text) message. His email is 
ejackson@plymouthsyr.org.  Eric loves connecting with the Plymouth community and sets aside 
time weekly to do this. Please contact the Church Office to arrange a get-together.  

Interfaith Dinner Dialogues:    Want to experience a truly unique evening and gain an intimate 
understanding of other faiths, religions and spiritual traditions in a home-setting? You are 
invited to participate in InterFaith Works’ Interfaith Dinner Dialogues on Thursday, February 
20, 2020 from 6pm - 8:30pm.  Diverse groups of 8-12 guests gather together for a friendly, 

mailto:Krj1158@aol.com
mailto:ejackson@plymouthsyr.org
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facilitated conversation about faith and spirituality at homes across Central New York.  Hosts 
provide a simple vegetarian meal. Participation is free but you must register by February 7, 
2020. For more information, contact Daryl Files at (315) 449-3552, ext. 208, or email 
dfiles@interfaithworkscny.org or Reggie Kelley at (315) 449-3552 ext. 115 or email 
rkelley@ifwcny.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Mon. February 3 Plymouth Women, 12 noon - Solvay Library 
   Food Pantry, 2pm - 4pm 
• Thurs. February 6 Bell Choir, 5:30pm - Sanctuary 
   Choir Rehearsal, 7:00pm - Memorial Hall 
• Sun. February 9 Worship/Chapel Time 
   Learning Community 
   Community Time 
   Youth Mission Trip Planning, 11am - Kirtland Hall 

 Music Notes for February 2, 2020  
In February, we celebrate African American History month by featuring music from black 
composers, and from the Black Church traditions.  The contributions of black composers have 
been many and in a variety of styles – gospel, spiritual, jazz, and “classical” music have all 
benefited.   

Our prelude is by Samuel Coleridge-Taylor (1875-1912) who was not American at all, but 
English with an English mother and a father who was from Sierra Leone and a physician.  He 
toured the USA three times in the early 1900s, where critics referred to him as “the African 
Mahler.”  His most famous work was the Song of Hiawatha, an oratorio for choir and orchestra.  
Melody shows his early training as a composer of art music. 

Our anthem is by Donnalynn Grunewald, a sacred songwriter living in the mountain west.  Her 
anthem uses the beginning verses of Psalm 24 to begin a meditation. 

Our offertory anthem likewise uses verses from Psalm 24.   Carl Mueller (1892-1982) was a 
New Jersey-based composer whose collection is now held by Rider University.  Create In Me A 

Clean Heart was first printed in 1941, and has sold nearly two million copies: 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from thy presence, and take not thy holy spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation, and uphold me with thy free Spirit. 

Then will I teach transgressors thy ways, and sinners shall be converted unto thee. 

Calvin Taylor (b. 1948) is an African-American composer, born in Los Angeles, and spending 
much of his creative life there.  He has concertized around the world.  Our postlude is modeled 
after a Bach Prelude and Fugue, where the prelude is Taylor’s setting of the familiar spiritual, 
and the fugue is based on the first phrase of the spiritual. 

  

Plymouth Congregational Church, United Church of Christ is committed to caring 
for the community within and outside the four walls of our church. If you or 
someone you know has come to Sunday worship this morning looking for 
financial assistance, please see Pastor Eric at noon on Sundays or, for food 
assistance, visit our Food Pantry Mondays from 2-4 p.m. 

mailto:dfiles@interfaithworkscny.org
mailto:rkelley@ifwcny.org
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 About Plymouth  
Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a 

Christian abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, 
poverty, and war; for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and 
sought to be agents of mercy in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the 
struggle for peace with justice, taking risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all All and their gifts 
regardless of gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, 
socioeconomic status, or religious background. 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest 
for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the 
sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and programs that 
facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our congregation and community. 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and 
savior.  We believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the 
church and the ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the 
revelations of other religions, and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has 
granted us a purpose, and that life is too short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 

 
 

 
 

Rev. Eric Jackson, Pastor, ejackson@plymouthsyr.org 
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 
(315) 474-4836 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
 

 


