
*Please rise if you are able 

Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

 Service of the Word 

 February 9, 2020 

 Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

  10:00 am 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT  Amelia Wright 

PRELUDE The Quiet Church Mark Fax 

*OPENING HYMN Hark! the Herald Angels Sing  No. 160 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Nancy Gwin 

One:  Let the Mystery of God draw us in: 
All: Beautiful, Just, Merciful! 
One: Let the Wisdom of God surprise us: 
All: Vulnerable, Powerful, Searching! 
One: Let the Glory of God shine through our work: 
All: Salty, Bright and Good! 
One: In the Mystery, the Wisdom, the Glory of God 
All: Let us worship! 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison) 

Wonderful God, we gather today to celebrate your presence in the lives of faithful 
people.  Send your Spirit to meet us here and guide us into your depths that we 
may begin to glimpse your grace.  Amen 

WORDS OF WELCOME  Eric Jackson 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

One: Peace be with you. 
All: And, also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*SONG OF PRAISE      

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

 THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney 
 

After the Story for All Ages, kids through 3rd grade can head upstairs with Kim for Chapel Time. 
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SCRIPTURE  Matthew 5:13-16 

One:  The word of God for the people of God.  
All:  Thanks be to God. 

ANTHEM This Little Light of Mine  George Mabry 

SERMON "To Be Salty, Or Not to Be?” 

*HYMN  There’s a Spirit in the Air (vs. 1, 2, 5, 7) No. 294 

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

CALL TO PRAYER 

One: God be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
Many: We lift our hearts to God. 
One:  Let us pray… 

THE PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory forever. Amen. 

In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us have prayed 

since childhood, we will cycle through the different versions over the course of a year.  We will pray 

the prayer with “trespasses” through the first part of 2020. 

      OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Shine, Jesus, Shine Graham Kendrick 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
Praise God for all that love has done! 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

      THE JOINING OF NEW MEMBER 

Geoff Oldfield

LITANY OF INTENT  

One: Friends in Christ, we are all received into the church through the sacrament of 
baptism. Geoff has found nurture and support in the midst of the family of 
Christ. 

Many: He has been led by the Spirit to affirm his baptism and to claim in our 
presence his covenantal relationship with Christ and the members of the 
Christian church.  
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One: He is here, as we are here, to endeavor to love God with all our hearts, and all 
our souls, and all our minds. God help us. 

Many: He is here, as we are here, to endeavor to love our neighbors as we love 
ourselves. God help us. 

One: Geoff, we rejoice in your pilgrimage of faith which has brought you to this time 
and place. 

Many: We give thanks for every community of faith which has been your 
spiritual home, and we celebrate your presence in this household of faith. 

One: Do you promise, by the grace of God, to be a vital part of the family of Christ, to 
be Christ’s disciple, to follow in the way of our Savior, to resist oppression and 
evil, to show love and justice, and to witness to the work and Word of Jesus 
Christ as best you are able? 

Geoff:   I promise, with the help of God. 

Many: Do you promise, according to the grace given to you, to grow in the 
Christian faith?  And do you promise, that so far as able, you will 
participate in the life of this church, by worshipping God with us, and 
offering your time, talent and means for the ministry of this church and 
for the larger church of which this is a part? 

Geoff:   I promise, with the help of God. 

One: We welcome you with joy as a partner in the common life of this church, and 
we offer to you the hand of Christian love. 

*CLOSING HYMN  You Are Salt for the Earth, O People No. 181 

*BENEDICTION 

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

POSTLUDE Swing Low Joe Utterback 

    

 About Our New Member  

Geoff Oldfield 

Geoff previously attended Pebble Hill Church for many years and served as a Deacon.   He 
helped out with food for the New Jerusalem food pantry.   He wanted to do more, but due 
to the location, it was limited in what could be done.   Geoff realized that being involved 
with a downtown church would be more suitable to do more for the needy. 

 

 
 
 TODAY following worship 

 
 Learning Community 
 Community Time – Memorial Hall 
 Youth Mission Trip Planning - Kirtland Hall and Adult Education Room 
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  Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

USHERS:  Barbara Genton and Kailyn Wright     ACOLYTE:  Amelia Wright   LITURGIST:  Nancy Gwin    
DEACON ON DUTY:   Keith Giglio 

FLOWERS given by the Woolverton family in memory of Ross D. Woolverton 
COMMUNITY TIME:  A valentine treat for everyone from Gert Danzy and Micah Pasinski.  Happy 

Valentine’s Day! 
OFFERING COUNTERS:  Keith Jakway and Sarah Whitton 

Hospitality Ministry – Please consider serving as a host for Community Time.  There is a sign-up chart 
in the bell tower entrance.  It’s easy and we’ll help you! 

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of whatever 
you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans for larger or 
multiple arrangements can always be made. 

Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  
Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  LARGE PRINT BULLETINS 
ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of the 
church. At Plymouth we try to engage All of all ages in different ways. Worship activity kits and age-
appropriate children’s bulletins are available at our worship activity shelf in the back of the Sanctuary 
for our young children and youth (and for any adults who feel led to use them!). We hope that these 
activities will help worshipers connect with the service in ways that are meaningful to them. PLEASE 
return the activity kits with all of the supplies to the shelf at the end of the service. 

Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are always welcome. Sound 
is piped into Memorial Hall next door to the sanctuary for those who would welcome a space apart. We 
also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers at 9:45am.  There are changing tables in the restroom just 
off the sanctuary, in the nursery, and in the men’s restroom in the basement. 

Plymouth likes to share its story!  Photos are often taken during worship and at Plymouth events and 
are shared on the website, in social media and by partnering organizations.  If you DO NOT wish your 
photo to be used, please contact the church office. 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the lots 
behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking here will allow 
those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in front of the church. 

 Some Things You Ought to Know  

Forum - Back from the Brink:  Following worship NEXT Sunday, February 16, Diane and 
Peter Swords and Margrit Diehl, members of the Nuclear-free World Committee of the Syracuse 
Peace Council, will talk about “Back from the Brink: The Call to Prevent Nuclear War,” a national 
grassroots initiative seeking to fundamentally change U.S. nuclear weapons policy and lead us 
away from the dangerous path we are on.  

Mardi Gras Sunday:  Following worship on Sunday, February 23 everyone is invited to 
Kirtland Hall for LIFT (Living In Faith Together) and a Mardi Gras meal served family style.   
Contact Kim Looney to help with LIFT preparation.  AND you are invited to help with lunch 
setup and meal preparation in the church kitchen on Saturday, February 22.   Contact Joe 
Downing (jdowning@syr.edu) or Carole Brzozowski (rolebrz@gmail.com) to become involved 
in this community effort as we prepare for the Lenten Season.   

Pancake Supper & Ash Wednesday Service:  Join us for a Pancake Supper at 5:30PM on 
Wednesday, February 26th. There will be a suggested donation of $5 per person or $15 per 
family. Our Ash Wednesday Service will follow supper at 6:15pm.  



5 

 

We are looking for Pancake Supper volunteers to help with setting up, cooking pancakes, 
serving pancakes and cleaning up.  Please contact Kim Looney if you want to help! 

Lenten Study - book orders:  Two Lenten book studies are being offered this year.  Following 
worship at Plymouth March 1 - March 29 we will explore Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, 

and Loving the Bible Again by Rachel Held Evans.  Through an ACTS (Alliance of Communities 
Transforming Syracuse) initiative at a time TBA we will read The Cross and the Lynching Tree by 
James Cone.  Both books can be ordered through Plymouth if you contact the office no later 
than February 17 (“Inspired…” for $13 and “…Lynching Tree” for $23.)  Please put “Lenten 
Study” in the memo line on your check payable to Plymouth.   More details are available in the 
February Plymouth Story. 

Plymouth ROCKS*:  We will be serving lunch at the Rescue Mission Sunday, February 23 from 
10:45am – 12:30pm. Young (ages 12 and up) and old are welcome.   There are a limited 
number of volunteer positions each month AND the Rescue Mission is required to have the 
names of the individuals who are volunteering so RSVP to Chris Hopkins 
(christinehopkins03@gmail.com or 315 476-5139.) ahead of time to get on the list and 
receive instructions re: where to report.   

*Reaching Our Community through Kindness and Service 

Rev. Eric Jackson would love to hear from you. He can be reached at 315-474-4836 ext. 27 or 
315-882-3906 for emergencies or to communicate via SMS (text) message. His email is 
ejackson@plymouthsyr.org.  Eric loves connecting with the Plymouth community and sets aside 
time weekly to do this. Please contact the Church Office to arrange a get-together.  

Don’t forget to wear your nametag!  Please wear it as a sign of your warm welcome for 
visitors and for us long-time members who have trouble holding on to names. If you don’t have a 
nametag, prefer a different style (clip vs. lanyard) or have a preferred version of your name, 
make a note on the pad on the table next to the nametag bins.  Visitors are encouraged to fill out 
a “stick-on” tag.  

 

 
 
 
 
THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  

• Mon. February 10 Food Pantry, 2pm - 4pm 
• Tues. February 11 Board of Deacons, 5:30pm - Parlor 
   Board of Trustees, 5:30pm - Adult Education Room 
• Thurs. February 13 Bell Choir, 5:30pm - Sanctuary 
   Choir Rehearsal, 7:00pm - Memorial Hall 
• Sun. February 16 Worship/Chapel Time 
   Learning Community 
   Community Time 
   Forum - “Back From the Brink,” 11:15am -  
    Sanctuary 

 
 

Plymouth Congregational Church, United Church of Christ is committed to 
caring for the community within and outside the four walls of our church. If you or 
someone you know has come to Sunday worship this morning looking for 
financial assistance, please see Pastor Eric at noon on Sundays or, for food 
assistance, visit our Food Pantry Mondays from 2-4 p.m. 

mailto:christinehopkins03@gmail.com
mailto:ejackson@plymouthsyr.org
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   Music Notes for February 9, 2020  

Our scripture reading today admonishes us to be the light on a hillside, and the salt of the earth.  
Drawing on that imagery, the choir anthem is a concert version of the spiritual, This Little Light of 

Mine, arranged by George Mabry (b. 1945) who is a retired professor of choral music from 
Austin Peay State University. 

 This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 

 On Monday, God gave me the gift of love; 

 On Tuesday, peace come from above. 

 On Wednesday, told me to have more faith; 

 On Thursday, gave me a bit more grace. 

 On Friday, told me to watch and pray; 

 On Saturday, told me what to say. 

 On Sunday, gave me power divine just to let my little light shine. 

I am possibly the only person in Christendom who didn’t know Shine, Jesus, Shine. Our previous 
Director of Youth Ministries, Liz Pruchnicki loved it.  Quinn Caldwell hated it.  Today we sing it 
as our offertory anthem in an arrangement by Graham Kendrick.  This piece is most often sung 
on Transfiguration Sunday (when Jesus literally shone) but today we sing it with the message of 
shining as a light to the world. 

Our prelude and postlude are played in recognition of Black History Month: Mark Fax (1911-
1974) was an African-American composer who studied at Syracuse University, then the 
Eastman School before becoming professor of composition at Howard University in 1947.  Later, 
he served as Director of the School of Music and as organist at Asbury United Methodist Church 
in Washington, D.C.  This piece gives us a chance to hear some rarely heard sounds on our organ 
– the Echo Organ (which consists of about seven sets of pipes and is located above the doorway 
through which you entered the sanctuary today) and the chimes (which are also located in the 
Echo Organ chambers.) 

Our postlude is another arrangement of a spiritual by Joe Utterback (b. 1944.)  Utterback’s 
education included studies at Wichita State University and a doctorate from the University of 
Kansas.  His compositions have been performed worldwide and most frequently reflect his skill 
as a jazz musician.  Since 1996 he has also served as Director of Music/Organist at First 
Congregational Church (UCC), Stratford, Connecticut. 

 About Plymouth  
Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 

abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; 
for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy 

in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking 
risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all All and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, 
or religious background. 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest 
for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the 
sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 
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We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and programs that 
facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our congregation and community. 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and 
savior.  We believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the 
church and the ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the 
revelations of other religions, and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has 
granted us a purpose, and that life is too short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 

 
 

 
 

Rev. Eric Jackson, Pastor, ejackson@plymouthsyr.org 
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 
(315) 474-4836 

plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 
 


