
*Please rise if you are able 

Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

 Service of the Word 

 February 23, 2020 

 Transfiguration Sunday 

  10:00 am 

 
RINGING OF THE BELL 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT  Violet Giroux 

PRELUDE Balm in Gilead Joe Utterback 

*OPENING HYMN O Wondrous Sight, O Vision Fair No. 184 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Sarah Cowles 

One: God touches the world, 
All: and the world changes. 
One: God touches us, 
All: and we are transformed. 
One: In the brightest of day, 
All: in the deepest of night, 
One: on mountain, 
All: in valley, 
One: everywhere. 
All: In this time, together, we invite God to open our eyes to the transformation of 

our lives. 
One: And through the change, 
All: we worship God.  Alleluia! 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison) 

Holy God, mighty and immortal, you are beyond our knowing, yet we see your glory 
in the face of Jesus Christ, whose compassion illumines the world.  Transform us 
into the likeness of the love of Christ, who renewed our humanity so that we may 
share in his divinity, the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

WORDS OF WELCOME  Eric Jackson 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

One: Peace be with you. 
All: And, also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*SONG OF PRAISE      

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
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 THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY FOR ALL AGES & BURYING THE ALLELUIA Kim Looney 

Children and youth are invited to join Kim in the burying of the Alleluia! They will return to their seats 

when they come back to the Sanctuary. 

 
SCRIPTURE  Matthew 16:13-16, 17:1-9 
 

One:  The word of God for the people of God.  
All:  Thanks be to God. 

ANTHEM TRANSfigured/TRANSgendered  Joseph Downing 

SERMON Just Jesus 

*HYMN  Just As I Am No. 207 

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

CALL TO PRAYER 

One: God be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
Many: We lift our hearts to God. 
One:  Let us pray… 

THE PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the different versions that many of us have prayed since 

childhood, we will cycle through different versions over the course of a year. On the last Sunday of the 

month we pray the following, which is adapted from the New Zealand Prayer Book and uses 

contemporary, inclusive language.  It is a paraphrase – not a translation – of the original Greek in the 

New Testament. 

Eternal Spirit, 
Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver 
Source of all that is and all that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by people of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hopes and come on earth. 
With bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
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In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. 
May it be so.  Amen. 

      OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Capoeira Medley Brazilian Traditional 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
Praise God for all that love has done! 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*CLOSING HYMN  We Are Often Tossed and Driven No. 444 

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT  

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE Samba-Reggae Brazilian Traditional 

    

We are pleased to welcome Elisa and Joshua Dekaney and members of Samba Laranja, the Brazilian 

Ensemble of Syracuse University’s Setnor School of Music, to our services to add some Latino exuberance 

to our celebration today.   
 
 

TODAY following worship 
 

LIFT and Mardi Gras Lunch in Kirtland Hall 
 

 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

USHERS:  Jim Kurt and Frank Leonard    ACOLYTE:  Violet Giroux 
   LITURGIST:  Sarah Cowles   DEACON ON DUTY:   Juliet Giglio 

OFFERING COUNTERS:  Sue Bogucz and Audrey Kane 

Hospitality Ministry – Please consider serving as a host for Community Time.  There is a sign-up chart 
in the bell tower entrance.  It’s easy and we’ll help you! 

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of whatever 
you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans for larger or 
multiple arrangements can always be made. 

Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  
Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  LARGE PRINT BULLETINS 
ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of the 
church. At Plymouth we try to engage All of all ages in different ways. Worship activity kits and age-
appropriate children’s bulletins are available at our worship activity shelf in the back of the Sanctuary 
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for our young children and youth (and for any adults who feel led to use them!). We hope that these 
activities will help worshipers connect with the service in ways that are meaningful to them. PLEASE 
return the activity kits with all of the supplies to the shelf at the end of the service. 

Nursery Care: Infants and toddlers have a special place in worship, too, and are always welcome. Sound 
is piped into Memorial Hall next door to the sanctuary for those who would welcome a space apart. We 
also offer Nursery care for infants and toddlers at 9:45am.  There are changing tables in the restroom just 
off the sanctuary, in the nursery, and in the men’s restroom in the basement. 

Plymouth likes to share its story!  Photos are often taken during worship and at Plymouth events and 
are shared on the website, in social media and by partnering organizations.  If you DO NOT wish your 
photo to be used, please contact the church office. 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the lots 
behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking here will allow 
those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in front of the church. 

 Some Things You Ought to Know  
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Eric Jackson’s installation service and reception has been rescheduled to  

Saturday, March 21 at 2pm here at Plymouth. 
  
 

Pancake Supper & Ash Wednesday Service:  Join us for a Pancake Supper at 5:30PM this 
Wednesday, February 26th. There will be a suggested donation of $5 per person or $15 per 
family. Our Ash Wednesday Service will follow supper at 6:15pm.  

The 2020 UCC Lent Devotional Book Deliver Us, written by UCC authors, is available on the 
table in the back of the Sanctuary for a suggested price of $4 each (let us know if that price is 
prohibitive for you!) 

The Pastoral Relations Committee Schedules Meet-and-Greets: The purpose of these 
gatherings is to help people get a better sense of who Eric Jackson and Darnisa Amante-Jackson 
are and for Eric and Darnisa to learn more about those attending Plymouth.  The gatherings will 
also be visionary in talking about Plymouth and its future.  Space is limited so you must sign 
up to attend on the chart in Memorial Hall following worship on Sundays or by contacting the 
church office - 315-474-4836. 

Plymouth Women’s Fellowship will meet at 12 noon on Monday, March 2 (weather permitting) 
at the Solvay Library, 615 Woods Rd., Solvay, 13209.  All women are invited.    Bring a lunch and 
a snack to share.   For directions or information, contact Anne Frank (315-487-1023) or Peggy 
Kinner (315-492-0556).  And use the back parking lot for better accessibility! 

All are invited to support our Summer Youth Mission Trip with Appalachia Service Project 
by participating in our Contra Dance & Silent Auction fundraising event!  The event will be 
Saturday, March 14, 3-5PM at Plymouth. There is a suggested cover fee of $10 per person/$25 
per family. Enjoy a time of music and dance and place your bid on auction items. Invite friends 
and family from outside of Plymouth. There will be something for everyone - all ages and 
abilities welcome! 

Andrew & Audrey in Concert: Join Andrew VanNorstrand and Audrey Knuth for a special 
Monday night acoustic concert in the Plymouth Parlor at 7:30 p.m. Monday, March 23. A $20 
donation to Plymouth will be collected at the door. RSVP to kferro@plymouthsyr.org to reserve 
your seat. 

  

mailto:kferro@plymouthsyr.org
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Plymouth has been invited to participate in Learning Together With Our Neighbors, an 
interfaith event on Sunday, March 29 from 1pm - 8pm at Congregation Beth Shalom-Chevra 
Shas.    This second annual gathering is meant to "bring together Christians, Jews, and Muslims 
to study their own and each other's traditions in the presence of each other."  The theme this is 
year is “What do we believe (about God)?” Space is limited; RSVP to the church office by 
March 9.  If you are interested in more information about this program, pick up a flier from the 
back table. 

The Rescue Mission hopes to open their Emergency Youth Shelter for LGBTQ youth this 
spring. They are looking for volunteers to help with the physical work of renovating the shelter 
bedrooms. If you are interested in leading or being part of a group of adult volunteers, please 
contact Kim Looney for more information. 

Join SAGE Upstate for a chili-tasting event next Saturday, February 29, 2-4pm at 431 E. 
Fayette St. in the 2nd floor ballroom.   Take a sample of six or more chilis made by top-notch 
SAGE Upstate Chili Cookers.   There will be plenty of cornbread too, and a 50/50 raffle.  
Suggested donation:  $10, more if you can, less if you can’t. 

Don’t forget to wear your nametag!  Please wear it as a sign of your warm welcome for 
visitors and for us long-time members who have trouble holding on to names. If you don’t have a 
nametag, prefer a different style (clip vs. lanyard) or have a preferred version of your name, 
make a note on the pad on the table next to the nametag bins.  Visitors are encouraged to fill out 
a “stick-on” tag.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  
• Mon. February 24 Food Pantry, 2pm - 4pm 
• Wed. February 26 Ashes to Go, 3pm - 4:30pm, Transportation hub 
   Pancake Supper, 5:30pm - Kirtland Hall 
   Ash Wednesday Service, 6:15pm - Sanctuary 
   Choir Rehearsal, 7:00pm - Memorial Hall 
• Thurs. February 27 Bell Choir, 5:30pm - Parlor 
• Sun. March 1  Worship/Communion/PrayGround 
   Learning Community 
   Lenten Study, 11:15am - Memorial Hall 

 Music Notes for February 23, 2020  
Today we celebrate the Transfiguration of Jesus and Mardi Gras before the Lenten season begins on 
Wednesday.  Our prelude is Joe Utterback’s version of the spiritual done with jazz harmonies. 

Last December, when Eric and I discussed worship services up until Easter, he said that he was thinking of 
drawing an analogy between when Jesus showed his full self to his disciples at the transfiguration and 
transgendered people showing their full selves.  I was completely taken by this idea.  Because I am also in a 
sexual minority, I knew the difference between being “tolerated” and being truly appreciated as an equal.  I 
wanted the music to reflect this total acceptance and celebration of transgendered people.  Needless to say, 
there was nothing in the church library, so I wrote today’s anthem: 

Jesus climbed the craggy peak with Peter, James and John          

Resting at the mountaintop; The noisy crowds were gone            

Plymouth Congregational Church, United Church of Christ is committed to caring 
for the community within and outside the four walls of our church. If you or 
someone you know has come to Sunday worship this morning looking for 
financial assistance, please see Pastor Eric at noon on Sundays or, for food 
assistance, visit our Food Pantry Mondays from 2-4 p.m.  
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He knew they loved him as a friend; They thought they knew him well ‘till, when                                       

Casting off the costume he presented every day                                              

He showed them his full nature, unashamed and on display        

That which he had previously concealed was in a moment all revealed.   

Face to face, there in a safe space. 

So it is with some we love; we see them day by day 

We may see their outer calm, but not the inner fray. 

We know we love them as a friend, 

We think we know them well ‘till, when, Casting off the costume they present to us each day 

They show us their full nature, unashamed and on display. 

That which they had previously concealed is in a moment all revealed. 

Face to face, when there’s a safe space. 

Capoeira is a Brazilian physical art form developed by the African slaves as a way to keep themselves 
physically fit and ready to withstand the challenges of forced labor. It was a way for individuals from various 
ethnic groups to assert their strength over others, and for all slaves to develop a form of resistance and 
resilience. The translation of our offertory anthem is:  

I came from very far I came here to play 

Already got my berimbau Already started to play 

Already called for “round the world” and set the tone for the fight, comrade 

Clap your hands, my people,  the roda will start 

Eeeh, if you never played, today you have to play 

Eeeh, if you never prayed, today you have to pray, comrade 

If you never jumped, today you have to jump 

Clap your hands, my people, the roda will start 

The hatchet hit you from underneath (the banana tree has fallen) 

Fall, fall banana tree, don’t get confused by these capoeira movements; they will take you down. 
 

The samba-reggae originated in Salvador, Bahia, the port of entry in Brazil for the largest contingency in the 
world of enslaved Africans. It is an Afro-Brazilian musical tradition that combines the traditional samba with 
the Jamaican reggae beat. 

 About Plymouth  
Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 

abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; 
for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy 

in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking 
risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all All and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, 
or religious background. 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest 
for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the 
sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and programs that 
facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our congregation and community. 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior.  We 
believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church and the 
ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, 
and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that life is too 
short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 
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Rev. Eric Jackson, Pastor, ejackson@plymouthsyr.org 
Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 
(315) 474-4836 
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