
*Please rise if you are able 

Plymouth Congregational Church 
A Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

 Service of Word and Sacrament 

 March 1, 2020 

 First Sunday of Lent 

  10:00 am 

 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT  Kaleigha Spinner 

PRELUDE Representation of Chaos Franz Josef Haydn 

*OPENING HYMN God, Creation’s Great Designer No. 371 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (with liturgical movement) 
 Caroline Cargo  

One: God is with us, right here and now. 
All: We open our lives to our creator. 
One: God cares for us and gives us new beginnings. 
All: We open our hearts to our creator. 
One: God appoints us keepers of the earth. 
All: We dedicate ourselves to faithfully serve. 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison) 

Creative Hand of the Universe, open our eyes to see your presence, our souls to 
sense your presence, and our hearts to love your presence, ever here in your 
creation, and ever beyond it in eternity.  Amen. 

WORDS OF WELCOME  Eric Jackson 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

One: Peace be with you. 
All: And, also with you. 

  

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*SONG OF PRAISE     Gloria Patri 

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

 THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney 
 

 After the Story for All Ages, all children and youth as well as any adults are invited to participate in the 

PrayGround in the space at the front, right-hand side of the sanctuary. The PrayGround is a dedicated 

space for them to quietly and creatively interact 

with the day’s theme. 
. 
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SCRIPTURE  Genesis 1:1-5 

One:  The word of God for the people of God.  
All:  Thanks be to God. 

ANTHEM In the Beginning  Franz Josef Haydn 

SERMON Theology of the Lenticular 

*HYMN  God’s Eye Is on the Sparrow  No. 475 

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 
CALL TO PRAYER 

One: God be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
Many: We lift our hearts to God. 
One:  Let us pray… 

THE PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory forever. Amen. 

There are several beloved versions of this prayer.  In an effort to pray in unison while respecting 

the different versions that many of us have prayed since childhood, we will cycle through the 

different versions over the course of a year.  We will pray using “trespasses” through the first part 

of 2020. 

      OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

Today we receive a special offering for Plymouth’s Good Samaritan Fund.  This fund is used for 

direct ministries of mercy and benevolence with Plymouth members and our neighbors.  To 

contribute, please make out a check to Plymouth Congregational Church with the words “Good 

Samaritan Fund” in the memo line. 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Testimony of John Joseph Downing 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
Praise God for all that love has done! 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
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Daylight Savings Time! 
 

Don’t forget to Spring forward before going to bed on 
Saturday March 7. 

Daylight Savings Time begins on March 8. 
(This is the one where if you get it wrong, you miss 

church!) 

DISTRIBUTION OF BREAD AND CUP 

Our communion table is open to everyone.  All you have to be to feast at this table is hungry.  Please 

come forward by the center aisle, take a piece of bread, dip it in the cup, and eat before returning to 

your seat via the side aisles.  The cups contain non-alcoholic grape juice; a gluten-free option is 

available instead of bread.  If you cannot come forward but would like to partake, simply raise your 

hand and servers will come to you. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

*CLOSING HYMN  O God, We Bear the Imprint of Your Face No. 585 

*BENEDICTION 

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

POSTLUDE Prelude in d minor attr. J. S. Bach 

    

 
 
 
 
 
  
 

  
  

TODAY following worship 
 

Learning Community 

Lenten Study - Memorial Hall 
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Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

USHERS:  Barbara Genton and Cindy Perrine    ACOLYTE:  Kaleigha Spinner 
   LITURGIST:  Caroline Cargo   LITURGICAL MOVEMENT:  Kirsten Hubel 

DEACON ON DUTY:   Kelly Procopio 
COMMUNION SERVERS:  Juliet Giglio, Keith Giglio, Frank Leonard,  

Kailyn Wright 
FLOWERS given by Pamela Mathes in remembrance of her parents Dick and Joyce 

OFFERING COUNTERS:  Audrey Kane and Sarah Whitton 

Hospitality Ministry – Please consider serving as a host for Community Time.  There is a sign-up chart 
in the bell tower entrance.  It’s easy and we’ll help you! 

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of whatever 
you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans for larger or 
multiple arrangements can always be made. 

Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  
Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  LARGE PRINT BULLETINS 
ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of the 
church. At Plymouth we try to engage people of all ages in different ways. Worship activity kits and age-
appropriate children’s bulletins are available at our worship activity shelf in the back of the Sanctuary 
for our young children and youth.  A “soft space” is available throughout the service for children age 4 
and younger at the front of the sanctuary. PLEASE return the activity kits with all of the supplies to the 
shelf and put away the “soft space” toys at the end of the service.   

Nursery Care:  Infants and toddlers are welcome in worship.  Sound is piped into Memorial Hall next 
door to the sanctuary for those who would welcome a space apart. We also offer Nursery care for infants 
and toddlers at 9:45am.  There are changing tables in the restroom just off the sanctuary, in the nursery, 
and in the men’s restroom in the basement. 

Plymouth likes to share its story!  Photos are often taken during worship and at Plymouth events and 
are shared on the website, in social media and by partnering organizations.  If you DO NOT wish your 
photo to be used, please contact the church office. 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the lots 
behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking here will allow 
those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in front of the church. 
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 Some Things You Ought to Know  

 
  

SAVE THE DATE!  Eric Jackson’s installation service and reception 
 is taking place on Saturday, March 21 at 2pm here at Plymouth. 

 

 
LENTEN STUDY BEGINS TODAY in Memorial Hall.  Our first meet will be getting acquainted, 
offering an overview of the Lenten study, and discussing origin stories. No prior reading is 
necessary for week 1. 

The 2020 UCC Lent Devotional Book Deliver Us, written by UCC authors, is available on the 
table in the back of the Sanctuary for a suggested price of $4 each (let us know if that price is 
prohibitive for you!) 

The Pastoral Relations Committee Schedules Meet-and-Greets: The purpose of these 
gatherings is to help people get a better sense of who Eric Jackson and Darnisa Amante-Jackson 
are and for Eric and Darnisa to learn more about those attending Plymouth.  The gatherings will 
also be visionary in talking about Plymouth and its future.  Space is limited so you must sign 
up to attend on the chart in Memorial Hall following worship on Sundays or by contacting the 
church office - 315-474-4836. 

Plymouth Women’s Fellowship will meet at 12 noon TOMORROW, Monday, March 2 (weather 
permitting) at the Solvay Library, 615 Woods Rd., Solvay, 13209.  All women are invited.    Bring 
a lunch and a snack to share.   For directions or information, contact Anne Frank (315-487-
1023) or Peggy Kinner (315-492-0556).  And use the back parking lot for better accessibility! 

Forum on 2020 Census:  Next Sunday following worship, Matthew Vincent from the local office of 
the Census Bureau will present information about the upcoming Census.  

Plymouth has been invited to participate in Learning Together With Our Neighbors, on 
Sunday, March 29 from 1pm - 8pm at Congregation Beth Shalom-Chevra Shas with Muslim, 
Christian, and Jewish congregations. The theme is “What do we believe (about God)?” There is 
no cost to attend thanks to a generous grant, but space is limited; RSVP to the church office by 
March 9.   You can pick up a flier from the back table for more information. 

Andrew & Audrey in Concert: Join Andrew VanNorstrand and Audrey Knuth for a special 
Monday night acoustic concert in the Plymouth Parlor at 7:30 p.m. Monday, March 23. A $20 
donation to Plymouth will be collected at the door. RSVP to kferro@plymouthsyr.org to reserve 
your seat. 

All are invited to support our Summer Youth Mission Trip with Appalachia Service Project 
by participating in our Contra Dance & Silent Auction fundraising event!  The event will be 
Saturday, March 14, 3-5PM at Plymouth. There is a suggested cover fee of $10 per person/$25 
per family. Enjoy a time of music and dance and place your bid on auction items. Invite friends 
and family from outside of Plymouth. There will be something for everyone - all ages and 
abilities welcome! 

The Rescue Mission hopes to open their Emergency Youth Shelter for LGBTQ youth this 
spring. They are looking for volunteers to help with the physical work of renovating the shelter 
bedrooms. If you are interested in leading or being part of a group of adult volunteers, please 
contact Kim Looney for more information. 

  

mailto:kferro@plymouthsyr.org
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The Syracuse Vocal Ensemble, featuring our own Carole Brzozowski, Michael Chellis, Christi 
Jureller and Christine Richardson, has a concert today at 3pm at Cicero United Methodist 
Church, 8416 Brewerton Rd, Cicero.  During intermission youth can learn about birds with 
Baltimore Woods Nature Center. Adult tickets are $10 and students and children are free. 

  
 
 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT PLYMOUTH  
• Mon. March 2  Plymouth Women, 12noon - Solvay Library 
   Food Pantry, 2pm - 4pm 
• Wed. March 4  Pastoral Relations Committee, 5:30pm - Parlor 
• Thurs. March 5  Bell Choir Rehearsal, 5:30pm - Parlor 
   Choir Rehearsal, 7pm - Memorial Hall 
• Fri. March 6  Safety Committee, 3:30pm - Parlor 
• Sat. March 7  Daylight Savings Time - set your clocks ahead 1 hour 
• Sun. March 8  Worship/Chapel Time 
   Learning Community 
   Lenten Study - Memorial Hall 
   Forum - 2020 Census - Sanctuary 
   Youth Mission Trip Planning - Youth Room 

 Music Notes for March 1, 2020  
Our Lenten season centers around stories this year.  This week, we consider “Origin Stories” (the 
stories of creation.)  With that in mind, our prelude and anthem both come from Franz Josef 
Haydn’s (1732-1809) oratorio, The Creation.   Haydn begins the piece with the Representation of Chaos.  
Having twentieth and twenty-first century listening habits, we find nothing shocking, but in Haydn’s 
time, the sudden changes in timbre, volume and harmony would have been bewildering to 
audiences.  Actually, right around the time of Haydn’s childhood, there was a huge change happening 
in music – people no longer wanted the intricate complexities of baroque fugues and counterpoint; 
they wanted simple melodies with simple accompaniments.  Two styles developed – the elegant and 
sophisticated stil galant and the shocking, storm and stress feeling of the empfindsamerstil.  It was from 
this second tradition that Haydn drew inspiration for our prelude.  The opening chorus provides our 
anthem.  With typical Haydn good humour, wait for the surprise: 

In the beginning, God created the heaven and the earth,  

And the earth was without form, and void;  
And darkness was upon the face of the deep. 

And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 

And God said, “Let there be light.” 

And there was LIGHT. 

Originally commissioned by Park Central Church, The Testimony of John became a major part of my 
oratorio, CREDO.  It draws its texts from the first chapter of the gospel of John, and from the end of 
the Book of Revelation (which is often falsely attributed to the same John.) 

In the beginning was the word, and the word was with God, and the word was God. 

The same was in the beginning with God. 
All things were made by him, and without him was not anything made that was made. 

In him was life, and the life was the light of all,  
And the light shineth in darkness, and the darkness comprehendeth it not. 

He is the root, and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star. 

In the beginning was the word,  

And the word was made flesh and dwelt among us. 

If you are here primarily looking for financial assistance. Please come to Memorial 
Hall and speak with the Pastor at 1:30pm. Food Pantry is open Mondays from 2-
4pm. 
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The Eight Little Preludes and Fugues are often attributed to Johann Sebastian Bach, but there are many 
reasons why we no longer believe that he wrote them.  It is more likely that they were written by 
one of his pupils, possible Johann Tobias Krebs (1690-1762), or his son Johann Ludwig Krebs (1713-
1780.)  In this Lenten period, it seems right that our music turns to more serious, somber pieces, like 
this postlude. 

 About Plymouth  
Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 

abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; 
for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy 

in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking 
risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all All and their gifts regardless of 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, socioeconomic status, 
or religious background. 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest 
for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the 
sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and programs that 
facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our congregation and community. 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and savior.  We 
believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the church and the 
ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the revelations of other religions, 
and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has granted us a purpose, and that life is too 
short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 

 
 

 
 

Rev. Eric Jackson, Pastor, ejackson@plymouthsyr.org 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
 

232 East Onondaga Street  Syracuse, New York 13202 

(315) 474-4836 
plymouthsyr.org  office@plymouthsyr.org 

 
 


