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Dedication 

Behind each effort, even one as modest as this writing, there is usually a moving spirit; 
this story of Plymouth Church is no exception. 

Plymouth Church, in her more than one-hundred years, has had earnest men and women 
who have achieved and inspired, and this is as true today as in our more picturesque and 
stirring past. 

One of these is Mr. Carl H. Bissell, on whose vivid memory of events and study of 
Plymouth's old records I have relied greatly. His accounts are accurate and valuable; but 
greater still is Carl Bissell, faithful member of Plymouth Church, long-time executive of the 
Crouse Hinds Company, engineer of note, chronicler of much value and interest in Civil 
War history, and generous, kind friend to those fortunate enough to be his associates. 

For modesty, you will not find his equal. He has a positive genius for getting things done 
and then quietly evading any credit. 

For his long and loyal association with Plymouth Church, his devotion to her causes and 
his dedicated Christian life, I should like the bold privilege of dedicating this account of 
The Years of Plymouth to Mr. Carl Hillyer Bissell. 

Preston S. Mitchell, April, 1963. 
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Plymouth Church with old steeple, prior to 1923. 
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FOREWORD 

No history of the years of Plymouth Church could relate every incident, recount every deed 
or mention the name of every devoted worker. This writing therefore is an attempt at 
highlights - those happenings, not all serious, which made news at the time and/or 
influenced the future. 

For the first years and early pastorates the material comes of necessity from hand-written 
church records, newspaper clippings and local historical documents. 

For the last four pastorates the men themselves were consulted and the events presented are 
largely their own evaluation of what seemed a fair account of their ministry. 

Accounts of Men of Plymouth and Women of Plymouth are being planned; also a 
bibliography of workers for Plymouth. If your favorite person or deed is not here, that 
lack may be amended at a later time. 

Preston S. Mitchell 
Mrs. O.W.H. Mitchell 
April, 1963 
Syracuse, NY 
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Chapter I 
The Beginning Years 

To the miasmic swamp where the American Indians had come for salt, a pioneer hunter and 
trader, one Ephriam Webster, poled his heavy boat and there founded a trading post which, 
in time, became the city of Syracuse. The salt marshes which had drawn first the red man 
and then the white were channeled to industry, and Syracuse, as many of its place names 
still show, became "The Salt City." 

The Erie Canal, opened in 1825, assured this community its place in the expanding 
economy of Westward Ho! 

Plymouth was not the first Congregational Church of Syracuse. In 1838 there was 
organized the First Congregational Church of Syracuse. To understand the life and death 
of this struggling and always disturbed congregation it is necessary to remember the history 
of that day and to feel its tensions, fears, and the forebodings of tragedy which, like a 
coming storm, made the air both oppressive and electric. 

The problem was slavery - that blot on our national record - over which no one could be 
passive or neutral. Recognition of this evil was growing, and the dozen years before the 
actual conflict were filled with incidents of protest both national and local so accumulative 
in nature as to make the guns of Fort Sumter butt the explosion of a long-lighted fuse. 
Many were those in Syracuse whose passions were stirred, and some of the most eloquent 
voices were of this region. 

The First Congregational Church was the very center of the anti-slavery movement in 
Syracuse, and from its lectern spoke Samuel J. May, Gerritt Smith and Fred Douglas, all 
ardent Abolitionists. The underground railroad passed many a tleeing slave to the haven of 
Canadian soil for this was a favorite way station. 

On October 1, 1851, Syracuse had a date with history. The morning bustle of this crisp 
fall day gave no hint of its portent. All was as usual, except there we·re crowds on the 
streets come to attend a rousing county fair, and a convention of the Liberty Party brought 
additional numbers to the city. 

In the early days when large assembly halls were needed the churches served as meeting 
places, preserving in reality the early Puritan tradition of the Meeting House. We of later 
times call our hall of worship "the sanctuary" but all references of these earlier times speak 
of this as "auditorium," and it was in the auditorium of the First Congregational Church 
that the Liberty Party was in session on this fateful day. 

The concern of this meeting was the Fugitive Slave Law passed by Congress in 1851 and 
signed by President Millard Fillmore. Four months previously, Daniel Webster had 
spoken in Syracuse, using his eloquence to favor the enforcement of this unpopular 
legislation. In fact, he stated with all his power that the law would and must be enforced in 
Syracuse as elsewhere in the nation. His oratory did have effect, albeit not what he had 
anticipated, for this speech so fired the opposition that they were in a mood for a 
confrontation and had not long to wait, for a church bell- tolling- had a ring of destiny. 
Into the meeting tiptoed a messenger to whisper a summons to Deacon Abner Bates and his 
son-in-law, Ira Cobb. These were anti-slavery men, underground-railroad men; something 
was afoot! Indeed, they were being summoned to redeem their promises. As these two 
men left the church, Abner Bates must have stopped long enough in the vestibule to pull the 
bell rope and add another church bell to the clangor, for in later years he said that having 
rung the bell for the Jerry Rescue was "the proudest moment in his life." 
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Hurrying into the street they learned from an excited group that an immediate crisis was at 
hand. Sometime previously a slave, William Henry, known as Jerry, had escaped from his 
master, John M. Reynolds of Marion County, Missouri, and had found refuge and 
employment in Syracuse. Reynolds, wishing the return of his "property," had started legal 
action, and a U.S. Commissioner had arrested Jerry under the Fugitive Slave Law. A trial 
was in session, and to this trial were summoned the anti-slavery men-who affected a most 
dramatic rescue in the building known forever after as the Jerry Rescue Block.l 

Ira Cobb is credited with extinguishing the gas lights, and in the resulting confusion Jerry 
was secreted and hidden and, after several days of circuitous journeying, found freedom in 
Canada. In the counting room of Abner Bates the rescue had been planned. Both he and 
Ira Cobb were liable to arrest and imprisonment, but feelings aflame as they were, arrests 
and trial were perfunctory rather than earnest and no participants served prison terms. 

The horror of two World Wars and the rush of history in the Space Age have crowded the 
Jerry Rescue from history text books, but for fifty years American historians judged this 
event worthy of inclusion, and every school child was exposed, at least, to the thrill of the 
moment when unknown but brave men resisted by right of conviction the might of national 
law. A bronze plaque at the Rescue site at the comer of Clinton and Genesee Boulevard 
commemorates the event. Sad it is to relate that though Jerry escaped from his oppressors, 
he could not escape the ravages of disease and after four years of freedom died of 
consumption at Kingston, Ontario, Canada. 

The First Congregational Church, from whose membership came such opposition, was in 
difficulty. They had built a church, a small frame structure at 231 E. Genesee Street, 
where now the First Trust and Deposit Company has a drive-in branch office. But they 
held no affiliation with the national Congregational body, nor did they operate under the 
Plan of Union, a joint plan with the Presbyterian Church for missionary work. 

Such were its commitments and limitations; and it was perhaps inevitable that a body with 
such a background should become more political than spiritual. A feeling of antagonism 
grew against its strong anti-slavery position, and this, added to differences within the 
church body and lack of wisdom in hiring their pastors for one year only, led to its decline. 

In 1846, Pastor Charles Gold Lee resigned and, with forty members, left to organize Park 
Presbyterian Church. The few who remained could no longer carry on, so after twelve 
years and six pastors the church society expired for "want of breath." The year was 1850. 

The following article, written for Plymouth's Fiftieth Anniversary, gives the best history of 
the early trials of Congregationalism in Syracuse. 

The Earliest of Congregationalism in Syracuse 
by M. W. Hanchett 

"Through long connection and personal acquaintance with things of local 
Congregational history, I am enabled to gather and offer to you some items, 
mostly from memory, which may perhaps contribute somewhat to the 
interest of this anniversary occasion. 

1 For full account of jerry Rescue see "An Early History of Syracuse" by 
Franklin Chase, Vol. I, p. 162. 
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"Plymouth Church I have known from its beginning, and am old enough to 
remember also the things of earliest date in the history of Congregationalism 
in this locality. I recall some incidents of the planting, of its first budding, 
and have been personally interested in and connected with much of its after 
growth and fruitage. 

"It was in their period of 'tribulation' in our country that Congregationalism 
first found place in Syracuse. 

"Many Christian people in those days fully believed the words of the 
Scripture, that God hath made of one blood all the nations of men, and held 
as sacred the grand truth as set forth in our Declaration of Independence that 
all have equal rights to enjoy the blessings of God-given liberty. They 
earnestly desired to be free themselves from such religious connections as 
forbade the full expression of their sympathy with the suffering and 
downtrodden in our land. They sought the formation of a church in which 
they should be brought together in bonds of fellowship, not only to enjoy 
the worship of God, but also for united action on the all-absorbing question 
of the day. 

"Through the earnest efforts of Charles A. Wheaton and S.H. Mann, 
prominent citizens and all strong anti-slavery men, interest was awakened 
and a meeting was called for the organization of such a church. This 
meeting was held in a small frame building which stood on the north side of 
Church Street (now West Willow Street), near its junction with West 
Genesee Street, and was occupied by Dr. Mayo as a private school. 

"I am perhaps the only person now living who was in attendance at that 
meeting. I remember it distinctly from the fact that when called in session it 
was found that a letter dismissing several of the attendants from their 
existing church relationship had not been received. As this was important I 
was dispatched to the pastor of one of the oldest of the village churches to 
obtain the document. With this the organization proceeded. · 

"On the 25th day of May, 1838, the First Congregational Church of 
Syracuse was organized. Rev. John T. Avery of Cleveland, Ohio, an 
energetic and devoted Christian minister, was chosen its first pastor. John 
H. Lathrop and Dr. John W. Hanchett were chosen deacons, and Seth H. 
Mann, Dr. George Smith, Charles A. Wheaton and Ezra Stiles were 
selected as the "committee of elders." 

"In the same year a church edifice, a very neat and commodious frame 
structure, was erected. It stood upon a lot on the north of East Genesee 
Street near its junction with East Washington Street, where for some years 
had stood a frame blacksmith's shop. I well remember the rearing of this 
building and spent much time about it and in helping it on. Some of its 
clapboards were held in place by nails which I drove into them. Our late 
and much respected elder, Elijah T. Hayden, was the architect. The 
building was completed and dedicated August 16, 1838. 

"This church building, aside from its use for the regular religious services, 
soon became the rallying point for the most out spoken and stirring anti
slavery men in Central New York, and some of the most noted leaders in 
the great agitation of the time in our country were heard from its platform. 
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"Among these may be mentioned Gerrit Smith, Fred Douglass, Samuel J. 
May, and Samuel R. Ward, as names familiar. Many a noted council that 
had telling effect upon the movement of the day was held within its walls. 

"There was a general feeling of antagonism entertained by a large majority 
of the community toward this church, because of its anti-slavery position. 
Its very name excited expressions of odium. 1t was sometimes called the 
"nigger Church," although not one of the race belonged to it. The sound of 
its bell, even to call to services for worship, was to many but a reminder of 
a place to be avoided if they would preserve their respectable Christianity 
from detriment. 

"Notwithstanding all the tribulation through which this church was called to 
pass, the blessing of God was recognized as being frequently showered 
upon it, and doubtless many a rejoicing one in glory will have it to say: "I 
was born there." At one of the early revivals under Pastor A very, about 
100 members were added to the church. 

"It is doubtful if at that time there was in this region another such body. 
Congregational churches were early under a "plan of union" covered by 
Presbyterian wings. It was absolutely necessary that this church, which 
was evidently "called out" for a purpose of God, in order to carry forward 
its pioneer work, should be "independent" and in a sense it stood and 
battled alone. "Sister churches," if there were any, could not have been 
sufficiently courageous to face the worldly unpopularity of these early days, 
to extend hands of fellowship even for ministerial installation. 

"But the old church did not always continue of one mind in all things. In 
latter days came causes for difference and reasons for separation. Christian 
forbearance was not always readily exercised, and Christian unity was not 
always maintained as it should be in the Christian church. The attitude 
among its members became sometimes widely at variance under certain 
circumstances and in regard to certain questions that from time to time 
presented themselves. 

"There is sometimes a great deal of genuine human nature even in church 
members. There were in this body doubtless a few of those, peculiar, 
whose "brotherly love" appeared to concentrate within themselves, and who 
seemed to be constituted most at home, and most uniformly found, on the 
"other side." Such were perhaps the most self-satisfied when advocating 
some radical or objectionable questions of holding opinions at variance with 
those of the majority. 

"With Pastor Charles Gold Lee, who resigned in 1846, about forty 
members left the church and organized the present Park Presbyterian 
Church. The withdrawal of so many members took from the society its 
strongest financial support. The few who remained held together in legal 
form and so retained title to the society property. This was a bar to any 
division of any part of it with the members who had withdrawn, who 
desired to transfer their due proportion of the value of the property to which 
they had contributed to churches of their new relationship. The remnant of 
the old society continued together for a time, but soon found themselves too 
weak for the support of public services in the church, and its doors were 
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closed. Some few held together as a society in form only, and may have 
held services in private houses, but finally the organization disappeared. 

"The church property, by sale, became the property of individuals. What 
became of the proceeds of this sale, I know of no record." 
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Chapter 11 
The Founding Years 

The year 1853 found Syracuse with 20,000 inhabitants, all in a fever of growing and 
building. New York State, strategic in position and prescient in planning, was tbe gateway 
to the West, and Syracuse was her Central City. Industries were being founded, schools 
being built, streets pushing further from busy centers and pride was astir. 

Jenny Lind had sung in the Baptist Churcb, wbere $25.00 bad been offered for a single 
ticket. The National Theater stood on Genesee Street, and an occasional production of 
"Uncle Tom's Cabin," "The Two Orphans," or some other play heavily fraught with a 
moral ending was to be seen. But for the most part pleasures were simple and the lecture 
platform in high favor, with no dearth of speakers. 

In 1834 the first steam locomotives had come chugging down Washington Street, and from 
then until the tracks were elevated in 1935 one had only to mention Syracuse to an outsider 
to get the response, "Oh, yes, Syracuse- that's where the train runs down the Main St." 
Well not quite down the Main Street, could be the weary response, not down, but definite1y 
across. With highways, the Erie Canal and railroads, Syracuse was in business. 

At the comer of Fayette and State Streets stood the Jervis Block, and here a noteworthy 
event was to transpire. In this block was a private school, Park Institute, where on the 
night of August 30, 1853, a small group of earnest souls met with the intent of founding a 
new church. 

Besides the newly organized Park Presbyterian Church, six churches now existed in 
Syracuse and, in the order of their founding, were: First Baptist, 1821, First Ward 
Presbyterian, 1822, St. Paul's Episcopal, 1823, First Methodist, 1826, Church of the 
Messiah (Unitarian), 1846, and Dutch Reformed, 1848. Many felt there was need for 
another, bold in stand and congregational in government. 

We do not know the names of all those persons who met that night to talk of a new church, 
but that several were "orphans" from the disbanded First Congregational, we do know. 
Joel Danforth was made chairman, A. G. Salisbury, secretary, and the meeting was opened 
with prayer by Abner Bates. At this meeting twenty voted in favor of a new church, while 
others delayed their decision. A second and third meeting were held, and on Saturday, 
September 24, 1853, in the building of the old Congregational Church the new Church was 
organized. · 

The charter members who joined on confession of faith were: 

Stephen E. Maltby and Ann L., his wife 
Abner Bates and Electa, his wife 
William E. Abbott and Jane, his wife 
Joel Danforth and Armena, his wife 
Daniel McDougal and his mother, Jane McDougal 
Benjamin Perkins and Olive P., his wife 
Sarah M Beeman 
Mary Grace Schreiber 
Adeline R. King 
Margaret Tallman 
Mrs. Alida Bartlett 
Mrs. Clarissa Tallman 
Susan Foster 
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Emma C. Palmer 
M.O.C. Schreiber 

Those who united by letter were: 

George W. Lascelle and Maria, his wife 
M. Waldo Hanchett and Martha, his wife 
J . Stewart Tallman and Julia, his wife 
William Crosby and Clarissa, his wife 
Ariel L. Gardner 
Mrs. Margaret Hanchett 

Though the practices of the First Congregational Church were not to be repeated, there was 
to be no compromise with principles, and the basis for organization was the deep belief that 
in the Kingdom of God there can be neither bondsman nor master. To this end the new 
church was to be called Plymouth, in emulation of Plymouth Church in Brooklyn, whose 
pastor, Henry Ward Beecher, was an implacable foe of slavery. 

Prior to organization a committee had been appointed, and they reported a constitution, 
articles of faith and a covenant.l 

The reader of this Constitution, Articles and Covenant cannot but be impressed with their 
earnestness, solemnity and- by present-day standards- severity. This was indeed a church 
born of the times for the times. 

A few months prior to these events the Reverend Charles Finney, the great Evangelist, had 
held revival meetings in Syracuse and had advised that such a church be formed, and he 
had in mind the shepherd for such a new flock. Michael Epaphroditus Strieby was born in 
1815 of German parents in Columbiana, Ohio. He had graduated in Oberlin College's 
third class, as had J .H. Fairchild, at this time President of that institution. 

In Mt. Vernon, Ohio, Dr. Strieby was widely known a s a reformer, in temperance and 
abolition. This with his Christian spirit made him exactly the leader the new church 
needed, and he was called as first pastor at a salary of $1,000 a year. He arrived in 
Syracuse early in September 1853. On November 4th the first communion service was 
held, and on December 31st Henry Granger Hanchett, the first child, was baptized. On 
June 12th, 1854, a Sunday School was organized, with Mr. Edward Smith as first 
Superintendent. 

Meetings were conducted sometimes in the building of the old First Congregational Church 
and sometimes in Park Presbyterian Church, but as Spring came to Syracuse, so did the 
urge for a church home, and on April lOth at 9 o'clock on a Monday morning at a business 
meeting, the vote as unanimous to purchase for $4,000 the lot on which the church now 
stands. This was held for five years by the church in the name of William E. Abbott, until 
a legal society was formed. 

At the close of the first year there were seventy-eight members, a vast amount of devotion 
and a desire to have a meeting place of their own. To this end a building committee was 
authorized to contract for a chapel on Madison Street. 

1 See Appendix. (Plymouth historian's files contain all appendices referred to 
in this document) . . 
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Horatio N. White, a name we shall meet with again in our history, was commissioned to 
build a frame chapel to cost $1,500. (When completed it had cost $1,800). It had a single 
room, gas lights and was heated with a stove and had two entrances on Madison Street. 
This building, later spoken of as the Wooden Chapel, was dedicated in February 1855. 
The first prayer was offered by Reverend Daniel Waldo2 , a man of such interest that a 
short history of him will not be amiss. 

He was eighty -three years of age at this time, but his work was far from finished. He was 
born in 1762 and was related to the Adams of Quincy, Massachusetts. In 1779 he was 
drafted into the Continental Army, taken prisoner, and after his release determined to 
become a minister. He graduated from Yale and held various pastorates in Connecticut and 
Massachusetts. "Father Waldo," as he was called for many years, followed a son to 
Wayne County, New York, then to Geddes and Syracuse. 

At the age of ninety-four he was chosen Chaplain of The House of Representatives in 
Washington and was reelected the following year. He performed his duties efficiently and 
was reported to be highly regarded by the House. 

The wife whom he married in 1795 became of deranged mind, and in his own words, he 
"lived fifty years with a crazy wife." 

Father Waldo's hundredth year was celebrated in Plymouth Church, and President White 
of Cornell University was one of several distinguished speakers. Stalwart that he was, he 
lived to be one of seven oldest survivors of all those who marched in George Washington's 
army. He died at his home on South Mulberry Street (now South State Street) in Syracuse, 
1864.3 

In June 1858 the decision was made to form a legal society to transact the business affairs 
of the Church. Mention has been made of the fact that the lot was purchased in the name of 
William Abbott; the first building- the Wooden Chapel- was held in the name of Abner 
Bates. D.C. Markham was asked to draw up the proper legal papers and file them in the 
Office of the County Clerk and The Church Society was incorporated.4 

2 See Appendix, "Daniel Waldo" 
3 See American Heritage, April, 1958. 
4 For full text see Appendix. 
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Chapter Ill 
The Early Years 

The Church was now a going concern with influence in the growing cit)'. The trembling 
anxiety with which the little company began had been succeeded by firm optimism, and at 
the end of the second year, two hundred and eleven had united with the Church and the 
average Sunday School attendance was eighty. 

The Chapel was overtlowing, and in the clerk's report of 1857 there are hints of a need for 
a new church edifice. After but three years the Wooden Chapel was too small for the 
congregation, and there began the discussions, the meetings and the resolutions always 
needed to undertake a new building venture. 

On motion of Peter Bums, Daniel McDougal and William E. Abbott were appointed a 
committee to obtain subscriptions for the new building. This was July 15th, and human 
curiosity being what it is, it would be interesting to both historian and reader to know what 
happened during the next five days, for on July 20th, with no comment, appears this 
resolution: "Resolved: that in as much as the effort to raise the sum necessary to erect a 
church has failed, the trustees be authorized and instructed to open a new subscription for 
the erecting of such edifice by pledging to each subscriber their subscription in Pew Stock 
and said Pew Stock to be subject for a yearly tax for the current expense of the Society." 

The building committee was M. Waldo Hanchett, Robert Spalding and A. G. Salisbury. 
Again they called on Horatio N. White to be the architect. Mr. White was gaining 
reputation for his tine buildings which suited the taste of the day. The old Court House, 
comer Clinton and Genesee Streets, still stands, as do the Hall of Languages - first 
building of Syracuse University, the Armory, and Centenary Methodist Church, all 
designed and built by this architect. As we can deduce from these structures many a turret 
and tower and eyebrow window would go into the discard before the "Norman Gothic" of 
the White era turned functional. 

In the Syracuse Journal, September 6, 1858, appeared the following article: 

"We are pleased to notice the prosperity of the Plymouth Church in this city 
now erecting a new and commodious House of Worship. Under the 
Reverend Michael Strieby the church and society have grown rapidly. The 
church was organized four years ago with 31 members, it now has 300. 

"Plymouth Church edifice has been designed by H.N. White of this city, 
one of the most skillful and successful architects in the State. The city 
Court House will long stand as a monument of his genius and skill. 

"The Church is to be built of brick in the Norman style of architecture and 
stands at the junction of Madison and Onondaga Streets facing west. The 
entrance is to the west end through porches at the comers. The front has 
four ornamental turrets rising about 75 feet high, but no tower or spire. 

"There is to be no gallery, the choir being accommodated by a projection 
through an arch in the rear of the pulpit into the present chapel. The ceilings 
are to be 30 feet high arched at the angles. 

"The windows are to be glazed with ornamental stained glass, walls and 
ceilings painted in fresco. The building is to be finished by the first day of 
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August 1859. Mr. James Merrick of this city is the contractor. The cost is 
estimated at $8,000." 

The cornerstone for this structure was laid September 24th and the Syracuse Journal carries 
a full account of this ceremony. Preliminary exercises were in the Chapel, with six 
clergymen attending. Pastor Strieby made the address at the cornerstone, and into the 
copper box within the stone were placed items of Church history, the city directory, 
newspapers of the day and a sample of the Atlantic cable. 

The Church was completed on time, and on August 3rd the services of dedication were 
held. Dr. Strieby, though he had been pastor since 1853, had never been formally 
installed, and it was decided to combine installation with dedication. A council was called, 
and "Pastor Strieby stood the fire of his theological inquisitors who pronounced him sound 
and proceeded at two o'clock in the afternoon to establish their own judgment by the 
ceremony of installation." 1 

At seven p.m. the house was crowded for the service of dedication. Among the clergymen 
taking part was the Reverend T. Dewitt Talmage of Syracuse's Dutch Reformed Church. 

From the Syracuse Standard, August 1, 1859, comes the following: 

"Plymouth Church at Onondaga, Warren and Madison has a number of very 
fine trees on the south side and a small park in front. The Church building 
is Norman Gothic, 54 feet by 80 feet. The two entrances on Onondaga and 
Madison Streets open onto arched passageways. 

"It has a 12 foot square oak pulpit composed of 650 pieces and stained glass 
windows surmounted by Norman arch with emblematic figures of the Holy 
Dove, Crown, Anchor, etc. The chapel attached will seat 250, the main 
edifice will seat 650. The cost of the finished building was $9,000." 
(Complete with lot $14,000.) 

These were the years of the Evangelists and great revivals. Reverend Dr. Finney has been 
mentioned; there were many others. In 1858 after a series of these meetings sixty-four 
persons united with Plymouth Church and at another time there came to the Church one
hundred new members; surely a result of feelings stirred by these orators of religion. 
Evangelists Earle, Hammond, Major Whittle and Mills all conducted meetings here and 
each was a well-known preacher of his day. All appealed to the emotions and were expert 
in exhortation. 

It was the age of the embroidered metaphor. Daniel Webster, Stephen Douglas and 
Edward Everett Hale in the political field had their counterparts in the pulpit. 

1f this was a time of emotionalism, it was also a time of rather severe church discipline, and 
there are several instances to prove that church membership carried responsibilities. In 
1857 at a special meeting, Laura Jane Bums was suspended from church privileges until 
such time as she should show repentance. She was accused of disregarding obligations 
and not attending worship. 

1 From Historical Discourse, the morning sermon of Augustus F. Beard at 25 
Anniversary celebration . . On file in our Plymouth records. 
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ln 1867-68 six members were excommunicated for violating covenant obligations with the 
church: 

1. Absenting self from weekly prayer meeting. 
2. Absenting self from stated Sabbath service. 
3. Absenting self from stated Communion service. 

In a large ledger which carries reports of first meetings and events is an account of the 
deacons "waiting upon" an erring sister. And they must have presented an impressive 
group, full-bearded, frock-coated and solemn, as they determined to point out to the erring 
one her deviations from the paths of righteousness. But "sister" was far from impressed 
and in unladylike but unequivocal language sent the brethren on their way as her door 
slammed in their faces. 

Several trials were also recorded, the delinquent being brought before a church body to 
explain or defend his actions. In some cases the sinner was given a second chance and his 
name kept on the church rolls. In others, however, the person was dismissed, and perhaps 
it was only this reader's fancy that just here those old pages fairly crackled with self
righteousness. 

Trustees at this time were discussing physical improvements and a "musical instrument" for 
the choir; and a committee was named to provide hitching posts around the church. 

On March 4, 1864, Dr. Strieby's letter of resignation was read. He had accepted a call to 
return to his work with the American Missionary Association, where he became Secretary. 
He had built well and he left Plymouth Church looking bravely into the future. 

His friend and classmate, Dr. James H. Fairchild of Oberlin College, became interim pastor 
while search for a successor was in progress. In a letter sent to the 25th Anniversary, Dr. 
Fairchild wrote this succinct definition of his idea of our church. 

"The grand mission of Congregationalism is to keep the Christian world in lock step with 
the advancing light of the present and future ages, in Philosophy, Theology and all social 
improvements. Untrammeled by forms of words dictated by the philosophy of past 
centuries and uncontrolled by a national ecclesiastic organism, its ministers and lay thinkers 
are at liberty, with as little embarrassment as possible, to investigate and publish the pure 
truth." 
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1853- 1864 
Michael E. Strieby, D. D. 

1887- 1904 
Edward N. Packard, D. D. 

1869- 1883 
Augustus F. Beard, D. D. 

1905- 1921 
Edmund A. Burnham, D. D. 



Chapter IV 
The Civil War Years 

It does not take much imagination to conjure up the mixed feelings with which Plymouth 
Church received the news of the beginning of hostilities in 1861. The end of slavery was 
the very cornerstone upon which this Church was built, and now in the crucible of war the 
faith of the founding principles was to be tested. 

Various happenings and events of record show the rising tide of emotion before the storm 
broke. 

At an anti-slavery convention after a mob had broken up one meeting, a second was called 
and Dr. Strieby asked to preside. As the rioters rose to stop a speaker, Dr. Strieby came 
forward and cried, "While I live, this man shall have his right to speak." And such was 
"the parson's" authority and presence that the mob subsided and the speech was made. 

On August 5, 1860, at a meeting of the Church and Society, the following resolutions, 
reported by a committee previously appointed, were unanimously adopted. 

"Resolved: That the Fugitive Slave Laws of 1793 and 1850 in their claims to chattel 
mortgage the image of God in the persons of His downtrodden poor and the claims of 
vested rights in the same, are the greatest falsehoods on earth, not only brutalizing man and 
stripping him of his manhood, but insulting the blessed Father God in the attempt to rob 
Him of His Fatherhood of the human family, for He declares most emphatically that He 
created man in His own image and that He hath made of one blood all nations of men to 
dwell on the face of the earth. 

"Resolved: that we hail with gratitude the recent providential deliverance wrought for S.M. 
Booth of Milwaukee by the hands of the noble men who were willing to act out their 
manhood in behalf of a persecuted fellow citizen after being denied all hope of deliverance 
from the State Courts of Wisconsin. 

"Resolved: That the action of the general government to override the sovereignty of each 
State in its rights to protect its own citizens in their natural rights to liberty is an alarming 
assumption of despotic power and calls for the severest reprobation and the most decided 
resistance from every liberty loving citizen in the land." 

In church records as early as 1861 there are allusions to the part Plymouth Church was 
playing in the preservation of the Union. The conflict is spoken of as "the War of the 
Rebellion." The name "War between the States," which the Southern States prefer, and 
"Civil War," the name chosen by the North, had not yet come into use- at least not in our 
records. 

On two yellowing sheets of paper in a fine spidery hand is the following list, with notations 
of the thirty-six men of this parish who entered the Army of the Union: 

Hamilton R. Combe, wounded, died 
H.G. Ludlow Hall, taken prisoner, died 
Charles Strientz, killed in action 
Charles Highgate (colored), killed in action 
SmithS. Northway, killed in action 
Henry Highgate (colored) 
William B. Drew, killed in action 
John Garvin, died from disease contracted in army 
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General Henry A. Barnum, wounded, taken prisoner 
Edward P. Luther, wounded, taken prisoner 
Daniel A. Lathrop, wounded 
Henry L. Kingsley, died in hospital 
Captain Frank E. Marble, wounded 
Brinkerhoof Miner, taken prisoner, died 
Major Albert G. Salisbury, paymaster at Port Royal 
James Alexander Leonard Charles Squier 
Delancey Stone George Rice 
Charles M. Kinne HenryS. Phipps 
James Anderson Theodore Riding 
Edwards Coatsworth, wounded Samuel Jackson 
Robert Morgan Orlando H. Perry 
Lewellyn Morgan Winslow P. Northway, wounded 
George Morgan Edwin P. Barber 
James Parsons E.M. Harcourt 
Merrille Foote, taken prisoner Wilbur F. Arnold 

HenryS. Warner 

To each man going from Plymouth there was given a belt and a brace of pistols. The 
women of the parish met as a sewing society to make lint bandages, comfort bags, 
"housewives," mittens, shirts and other articles for the comfort of their soldiers. 

In 1862 the Church Clerk, Edgar E. Ewers, writes into the record: 

"Our young brother, H. Ludlow Hall, who, though but seventeen years of age, took his 
life in his hands and went forth to battle, died in the service of God." 

From this time on there are frequent references to the war. In 1864 Mr. G.B. Leonard, 
then Church Clerk, writes: 

"We have occasion to congratulate ourselves that the Gospel of universal freedom which 
has been so freely preached from our pulpit, is becoming the public opinion of the land. 
As a church we were organized in a measure to promote this object, and it has been 
advocated by some of the older members, until they have lived down by their virtue the 
opprobrium of their views. We rejoice in the progress made toward the overthrow of evil 
which blights our land, but we lament that it is being done through so great a sacrifice of 
life. In this contest we have given our quota, and we believe that they -from early 
inculcated principles - will fight valiantly for their country in this life and death struggle. 
Our prayers go with them." 

In Dr. Beard's 25th Anniversary sermon in 1878 he refers to two funeral services at which 
he has ofticiated- Albert G. Salisbury and Brinkerhoof Miner, who as a prisoner of Libby 
Prison had suffered its barbarities. · 

"An eye-witness says that during the funeral of Henry Kingsley, news of Lee's surrender 
was brought into the Church. The services were stopped long enough for the glad news to 
be cried from the pulpit. Solemnity gave way to the sweeping feelings of triumph, and 
after the benediction, the congregation rushed out into the street to mingle its cheers with 
those of the rejoicing city." 

Of the thirty-six men there was a General, Henry A. Barnum, a Major, A.G. Salisbury, 
and a Captain, Frank E. Marble. If there were other officers, as there probably were, they 
are not so listed. Charles Highgate and Henry Highgate are both noted as colored, but 

21 



since Plymouth Church had then no person of the Negro race in its membership, these 
boys must have belonged to the Sunday School. 

The three Morgan men were brothers of Jeanette Morgan Buell and uncles-to-be of Faith 
Buell Darier. (This may not be the place to mention this, but five generations of the 
Morgan-Buell-Schaffrath family have been baptized in Plymouth Church, the last being 
Robert George Schaffrath, who charmed everyone at his christening, October 6, 1962.) 

In Dr. Beard's sermon of November 10, 1878, he remarks that but one of the thirty-six is 
with them that day, Captain Frank E. Marble. Though the number of Plymouth veterans 
was rapidly dwindling in the '70's, men who had fought in other states and parishes were 
now members here, and at the 75th Anniversary there were three Civil War veterans in the 
Church (October 14, 1928): Mr. Lewis Bissell, long in Church activities, whose son, Carl 
H. Bissell, is an interested and loyal worker in all Church affairs, and Mr. Charles H. 
Remer, whose three daughters, Mrs. Ernest R. Deming, Mrs. Sarah R. Gardner and Mrs. 
Jessie R. Teed, are in service of our Sunday School and Guild. Also Mr. Charles F. 
Robinson is a very loyal member.l 

Lewis Bisssell, who, as a very young man, joined the 2nd Connecticut Heavy Artillery, 
wrote faithfully to his relatives from the battle fields, and these letters of his three year's 
service were kept by his family. They were made available to Bruce Catton for his book, A 
Stillness at Appomattox. Mr. Catton gratefully acknowledges the immense help they were 
to him in his narrative. 2 

The names of the men of Plymouth Church who fought for the Union Cause are preserved 
on a bronze tablet and in Plymouth's Book of Remembrance, and in the rear of our 
sanctuary. Of the thirty-six, eighteen were wounded, and eleven died. 

This is but the beginning of a much longer roll of honor, for time has brought other 
conflicts and many men and women have gone from Plymouth to serve, and some to die, 
for their country. Happily and God be praised, no later war has been on American soil: 
brother has not again taken up arms against brother. The Union, secured in such agony 
and travail, has stood firm, and it is a proud thought that our Church Founding Fathers 
were both wise and courageous in their convictions. 

1 From Mrs. Ida H. Bond's History for the 75th Year. 
2 See p. 3 81, A Stillness at A:p:pomatox. 
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CHAPfERV 
THE YEARS 1864-1868 SAMUEL R. DIMOCK, D.D. 

The terrible war dragged on with the result still in doubt when the Reverend Samuel R. 
Dimock of Pittsfield, Massachusetts, was called as second pastor. His first sermon was 
given on July 3, 1864. 

These were the times when consistency became a paradox, and this minister of peace went 
into the public square to lift his voice in earnest pleading that young men take up the sword 
and go forth to battle. The Bible and the musket were in strong alliance. 

It was said that Dr. Dimock was a brilliant preacher and that his library consisted of the 
Bible, dictionary and concordance, and that he wrote his sermons sitting in an old (pre
Kennedy) rocking-chair. His theory was that the Bible was best proved by the Bible. 

Up to this date music for choir and congregational singing had been supplied by a portable 
melodeon, and "a poor one at that," said the choir leader M.W. Hanchett. Now a fine new 
organ was installed, and items for the "organ boy" began to appear on the budget. The 
organ was built by J.G. Marklove of Utica at a cost of $1500. Shortly after its installation 
the tirst concert was given. 

In addition to the aesthetics of music, the trustees turned their thoughts to creature comforts 
and decided to replace the stoves with steam. Besides being an eloquent preacher, Dr. 
Dimock was a practical man, and he fell to and gave the heating crew a hand. The Sunday 
School children coming out of day school were astonished to see their esteemed minister 
dressed in working man's clothes, lying on his back under the Church, laying yards of 
steam pipes. These pipes, whether in protest of ministerial workmanship or lack of skill 
with an invisible substance demanding to be heard, were a constant source of thumping and 
banging. During the Sunday worship, Dr. Dimock would say, "Do not be alarmed as it is 
not artillery, but only a modem heating plant not wholly perfected." 

Some years later his successor, Dr. Beard, too had a case against these trouble-makers, and 
on a bitter March morning when he came to give his trial sermon, there was such noise he 
later wrote, "I was in somewhat active competition with an extensive and complicated 
system of steam pipes which crackled and rattled like a blacksmith's shop and put a period 
to several unfinished sentences." 

Dr. Dimock gave a series of lectures on Pilgrim's Progress for the young people of the 
parish which were so well received that several hundred copies were printed. He also 
delivered the annual address before the Y .M.C.A. in the First Presbyterian Church, and 
this was reported to be one of the most powerful sermons ever given in Syracuse. 

At a meeting in 1865 a committee reported the following article and recommended that it be 
added to the constitution of the Church. 

"This church would hereby express the solemn and earnest conviction that dancing parties 
and balls are of immoral tendency and the production of much evil and that all Christians 
should especially avoid and discountenance them." 

This article was accepted and the vote carried that it be added to the constitution. 

In 1865, after having paid off all indebtedness for the church building, the trustees voted to 
raise the salary of the minister to $1800. 
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The war came to and end during the second pastorate, and upon the death of President 
Lincoln, Dr. Dimock preached a touching memorial sermon. 

On September 18, 1868, Dr. Dimock resigned to accept a call from the Congregational 
Church of Quincy, Illinois. Later he went to Lincoln, Nebraska, but failing health 
compelled his removal to Denver, Colorado, where after eight years of invalidism, he died 
at the age of 76 years. 
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CHAPTER VI 
1869-1883 AUGUSTUS FIELD BEARD, D.D. 

The Syracuse of 1869-70 was a changing and growing city. In population it numbered 
43,000. 

Salt, which for a long time had been its chief industry, was losing ground. The first 
foundries built to repair salt kettles were being expanded to make farm machinery, guns, 
typewriters, chinaware, candles and much more. Street railways were carrying passengers 
about the city in horse-drawn cars; steam railways were connecting cities, and Syracuse 
was definitely in "fast" communication with Albany, Rochester and Buffalo. 

The main street, originally called Cooper Street because cooperage was its chief business, 
had become Salina Street. The old railway station on Vanderbilt Square was tom down in 
1869, but not before Cornelius Vanderbilt, at age seventy-three, had arrived there in his 
private car with his bride on his second honeymoon. 

For several months after the departure of Plymouth's second pastor the pulpit remained 
vacant, and there came a ditl"erent preacher each Sunday while the search went on. In 
March 1869 a young minister was invited from Central Church, Bath, Maine, to preach and 
look over the growing parish. The extremely inclement weather plus the aging steam 
pipes, already mentioned, almost deprived Plymouth Church of having this candidate as its 
third minister, but the warmth of the Plymouth welcome having overcome the March chill, 
he accepted the call. 

This young man, Augustus F. Beard, was born in Norwich, Connecticut, and graduated 
from Yale. Part of his theological training was at the Auburn Theological Seminary, and 
when he was examined for ordination, Dr. Samuel R. Dimock, then pastor at Wilton, 
Connecticut, was one of the chief examiners and gave him the right hand of fellowship. 
Now he was to succeed his examiner as pastor at Plymouth. 

Dr. Beard was young and full of enthusiasm, and he immediately began a pastorate of great 
vigor. At Plymouth there were one hundred successive meetings which brought in one 
hundred converts, and at the end of his first year, despite revisions in the church rolls, the 
membership reached 352. 

Outgrowing the physical plant had become a positive habit, and talk had been going on for 
some time of enlarging the Brick Church. Dr. Dimock of the mechanical tum of mind had 
often proposed such an enlargement, especially to M.W. Hanchett, but not until the arrival 
of Dr. Beard was a certain problem solved. After study it was suggested that the old 
building be made the transept, with the nave - a main building and audience room -
crossing it, north and south. The difficulty here lay in the support of the trusses of the old 
roof when the side walls were removed. 

Our friend, Mr. Horatio N. White, was again consulted, and he agreed this plan was 
feasible if there were fourteen inches between the chord of the trusses and the ceiling of the 
church. On personal examination Mr. Hanchett found about fifteen inches between ceiling 
and trusses, and by the narrow margin of that inch did the present structure of the church 
come into being. Mr. White was again the architect, and work was undertaken to remodel 
the church and build a new chapel. No contractor was employed, but Mr. William See was 
hired as foreman at $6.00 per day. Joel Greeley received the contract for masonry. It was 
decided to heat the church and chapel by furnace. 
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The new church, made by building around the-old, was dedicated March 22, 1871. The 
following article from the Syrocuse Standard is of that date. 

"Plymouth Church at the comer of Onondaga, Warren and Madison Streets has lately been 
remodeled. Last night the edifice was formally dedicated. City ministers took part in the 
service and the dedicatory sermon was delivered by Reverend E. Taylor, D.D. The entire 
cost of remodeling the church structure was $29,000. and of this amount $12,000 had been 
raised, leaving $17,000. At the service pledges in sums of $500 were called for and over 
$10,000 was raised in a few minutes. Additional subscriptions of $200, $100, $50, $25, 
and $10 were made until about $20,000 was raised, being $3,000 in excess of the amount 
necessary to clear the church of debt. The dedicatory service was then read by the pastor, 
Reverend Dr. Beard." 

At a reception held by the "ladies of Plymouth" to show their new church to the city, a 
surprise feature was the presentation of an "elegant piano accompanied by stool and 
embroidered spread" from the manufactory of Messrs. D.L. Fry and Co. On the back there 
was a silver plate bearing the inscription "Presented to Plymouth Church by D.L. Fry, 
March 1871." 

In 1872 Dr. Beard proposed a plan of pew rentals to raise church funds. 

"The pews are rented for cash or notes. The party bidding off the pew at once applies to 
the desk of the Treasurer and signs two notes for equal parts of the rental, the one payable 
in three months and the other in nine months. Pew-holders may pre-pay both notes, 
receiving a rebate of four percent. 

"1. The note system gives definitiveness as to the particular day and place of payment. 

"2. Many will provide to meet their note, who sutler their other obligations to pass by 
neglect. 

"3. The whole labor of the collector is swept away at one stroke. A week previous, a 
printed card is sent to each payer reminding him of the amount of the note and the date of 
payment. The treasurer endorses the notes due, makes a list of them, hands them to the 
bank, and there the funds are received and passed to the credit of the church Society. So 
everyone becomes collector on his own pew rent. 

"4. In cases of necessity, the Trustees may cancel notes. 

"5. This puts the business matters of the church upon a basis of promptness and fair 
dealing and commands the respect of the business community. 

"6. Having the notes payable at the bank is a vital feature to the perfect system, and the 
church has reason to congratulate itself on its temporal comfort and welfare by the use of 
this method." 

Dr. Beard's pastorate was to be one filled with new adventures and undertakings. He was 
truly a man of purpose, as several new organizations will show. In 1869 the Young Men's 
Association was organized, with a corresponding Young Women's Association. In 1871 
the Women's Missionary Society was begun, and it assumed support of Miss Eliza 
Fritcher, a member of Plymouth Church, a graduate of Mt. Holyoke Seminary and a 
former teacher there, who now - as missionary - was Principal of a young women's 
Seminary and Training School at Marsovan, Turkey. 
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Several young men of the church were active in establishing Sunday Schools in outlying 
parts of the city, and in 1871 established Good Will Mission from which came Good Will 
Church in 1886. 

The State Home Missionary Society was created largely by Dr. Beard's efforts. In 1873 
Plymouth Church was the largest Protestant Church in the city. 

In 1849 at Lima, New York, there began a small college- Genesee College- and now a 
group of Syracuse educators were proposing that this college merge in Syracuse, with a 
University to be founded here. The advantages of a larger city and the backing of a new 
University decided the officials of Genesee College to accept this plan and remove to 
Syracuse, where on September 1, 1871, the new educational institution, known as 
Syracuse University, opened its first classrooms with Dr. Alexander Winchell as 
Chancellor. Dr. Beard was entirely sympathetic to this new venture and became such a 
warm friend of the institution and its faculty that rapport was then begun which has 
continued with mutual pleasure and profit to the present day. Several of its chancellors 
have preached at various times in Plymouth Church, and our music has profited immensely 
from the College of Fine Arts "on the Hill." 

Early in its history Plymouth Church developed a fondness for anniversaries, and this 
custom has prevailed through the years. For its 25th year Plymouth Church, gratified by 
progress in church growth and proud of the new and enlarged edifice and fine organ, held a 
two-day celebration, November lOth and 11th, 1878. The church was tilled with flowers 
and garlands, many guests were invited, and church leaders were asked to give short 
reviews of their special activities. To the fine historical sermon by Dr. Beard and the 
several speeches, all preserved in a printed brochure, we owe our greatest debt for the 
source material of our founding and years of early development. 

Bless those dear souls who spoke, those who collected and had printed this valuable 
material, and most of all Dr. Beard, whose brain-child it was. 

At the annual church society meeting March 13, 1879, the treasurer's report showed the 
church entirely free from debt with a good sum in the treasury to be used for current 
expenses. 

"That this was accomplished at a time of financial stringency is alike creditable to the 
liberality of the people and their devotion to the cause represented. "1 

Dr. William A. Duncan introduced the International lessons to the Sunday School and also 
the plan of Teacher's meetings.2 

In the chapel was organized the first Chautauqua class in the United States, and on August 
12, 1882, five members of Plymouth graduated at Chautauqua. They were Mr. Edward 
Smith, who for twenty-five years was superintendent of Syracuse's Public Schools, 
William A. Duncan, George A. Mosher, father of William Mosher, the first Dean of 
Maxwell School of Citizenship at Syracuse University, Miss Sara Terwilliger and Mrs. Ida 
H. Bond, author of Plymouth History written for the 75 Anniversary. 

1 Syracuse Journal. March 13, 1879. 
2 Confusion here - a later report says Blakesley lessons were used until 1908. 
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In 1883, Dr. Beard resigned from his Syracuse parish to become minister to the American 
Chapel in Paris, France. After several years abroad, he returned to the United States to 
become Secretary to the American Missionary Association. 

He· returned several times to Syracuse, once as honor guest at the 50th Anniversary. The 
morning sermon on that day was given by Dr. Edward H. Packard, but Dr. Beard preached 
the evening sermon to a large and appreciative congregation. He lived to the age of one 
hundred and one years. 
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CHAPfERVII 
THE YEARS 1883-1886 EDWARD A. LAWRENCE, D.D. 

Following Dr. Beard's departure the pulpit was supplied by Chancellor Sims of Syracuse 
University. 

Dr. Edward A. Lawrence was of distinguished New England ancestry and was a graduate 
of Yale. He removed to Syracuse from Ossining, New York, where he had been Chaplain 
at Sing Sing prison and pastor of the Congregational Church of Ossining. From a few 
printed sermons and the years following his short time at Plymouth he can be judged as a 
man who had the deepest religious convictions, with a mystical quality of belief and 
interpretation and a sensitive social conscience. 

During his ministry here three churches were founded, and Plymouth was known as 
"Mother of Churches." Good Will Mission, organized in 1873, became a church in 1886, 
Danforth in 1884, and the third was Geddes in 1886. Mr. H.A. Jordan and Mr. John 
Dunn, Jr. were superintendents at Good Will. Through the efforts of William A. Duncan, 
Pilgrim chapel was counted with Plymouth until, under the guidance of the Home 
Missionary Society, it united with the Methodists to become Pilgrim Church. 

A Young People's Society for Christian Service was organized by Dr. Lawrence, which 
became in time the Christian Endeavor Society. 

Dr. Lawrence read his resignation February 28, 1886. In a clipping from a Syracuse paper 
(name unknown) his letter of resignation was printed. In part it reads, "My resignation is 
not in haste or discontent or discouragement. In pastoral relations existing between us 
there has been a lack of certain conditions which are essential to healthy growth and 
aggressive cooperation." What these "certain conditions" were is now long gone and 
forgotten, though they were vital to Dr. Lawrence and grave enough to cause his 
resignation. 

Following his departure from Plymouth he made a world tour of missions and wrote a 
book highly regarded iri the literature of missions. He became pastor of the Eutaw A venue 
Congregational Church in Baltimore, Maryland, where Lawrence House, a settlement in 
the poorer part of the city, was a memorial to his life and work there. 

In 1893 Plymouth was preparing to celebrate its 40th Anniversary, and Dr. Lawrence had 
accepted an invitation to be present. Ten days before the anniversary date he died in 
Baltimore. 

Dr. Charles J. Little of Syracuse University acted as permanent pulpit supply while the 
newly appointed pulpit committee undertook the task of finding a pastor. 

29 



CHAPTER V lll 
THE YEARS 1887-1904 EDWARD NEWMAN PACKARD, D.D. 

Edward Newman Packard was born at Lancaster, Massachusetts, and graduated from 
Bowdoin College, where for several years after his graduation he was a member of the 
faculty. Deciding for the ministry, he took theological training at Andover Seminary. In 
1891 Syracuse University gave him the degree of Doctor of Divinity. 

After a pastorate in Illinois, Dr. Packard went to Second church of Dorchester in Boston, 
where he served for eight years. Before his call to Syracuse he was asked, as was the 
custom, to come for a trial sermon. This he did not care to do. However, he was so much 
wanted that, even without the trial sermon, he was asked to become the fifth pastor of 
Plymouth Church. 

Dr. Packard, his wife and six children soon became a vital part of the church, city and 
community. Mrs. Packard was a worker in the Sunday School, and the growing family 
added greatly to the activities of the young people of the church. His children attended 
Syracuse University; one of his daughters married Professor H. C. Cooper of Syracuse 
University, who taught classes in Sunday School and also acted as Superintendent. 

Plymouth Church soon found that they were fortunate in having not only a tine speaker but 
a true scholar. There are long-time members in Plymouth today who remember Dr. 
Packard with nostalgic affection. He was stimulating to young minds and many students 
from the university joined his congregation, being impressed by his sincerity and fine 
mind. Before the end of his seventeen-year tenure the records show the church had its 
largest membership to that date- 574. 

On February 2, 1892, Syracuse paid tribute to its highest ranking and most decorated civil 
War soldier, a member of Plymouth Church - General Henry A. Barnum. He had entered 
the Union Army only nine days after the fall of Fort Sumter and very soon was 

·participating in heavy engagements. He was wounded several times, seriously at Malvern 
Hill , after which he was feared to have died, and a memorial service in the church had been 
planned. Miraculously he was spared and returned to the conflict. He died in New York 
city in 1892, and his church and his native city united in honoring their brave hero. Full 
military honors were awarded him, Dr. Packard delivered a fitting eulogy, and from 
Plymouth Church a military procession, with bands playing a funeral dirge, bore him to his 
final and peaceful rest at Oakwood Cemetery. 

Looking back through the fears and threats of our age, the years 1887-1904 seem almost 
golden years. Serajevo was a little-known place-name on a Serbian map, the waters of 
Pearl Harbor sparkled in the sun, with no sunken ships to recall a day of infamy, only a 
few scientists cared about the atom, and a mushroom was a table delicacy and not a cloud 
for the annihilation of mankind. 

The small, quick war with Spain ended in victory before it touched many homes. If any 
members from Plymouth stormed San Juan Hill or languished in muddy and feverish 
camps, there is nothing of it in the records. But no matter how tranquil the past looks over 
the shoulder, there were problems, of course. 

A sharp business depression of the 90's mended quickly, and the chief concern of city and 
nation was growth and expansion. A great event of the decade was the Columbian 
Exposition in Chicago, and returning travelers told of its lights and fountains and fairy-like 
beauty. One evening at Plymouth in 1894 was devoted to stereopticon slides of the 
Exposition, and for the stay-at-homes it was a chance to marvel at many new wonders. 
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There was an admission charge, probably at the going rate of twenty-five cents, and 
proceeds were reported in excess of $18.00! 

The Deacon's record books of these years show two main concerns. First was 
membership, for each applicant for church membership - either by letter or confession of 
faith - was examined by this committee and passed or rejected; and there were rejections. 
also there were dismissals and excommunications, and at special meetings members who 
had transgressed the church covenants or moral laws were summoned for examination and 
usually dismissed from church privileges. 

The second concern was money, and so cramped was the Deacons' Fund that they were 
constantly borrowing from the Communion Fund or some other source to pay the salary of 
the Deaconess or to provide for those parishioners who by fault or misfortune had fallen 
upon grievous times. It was the era when concern for those in distress was largely 
undertaken by the churches. The Christian belief that we are our brother's keeper was the 
underlying principle which prompted such giving, as indeed it is today in the complex and 
extensive structure of modem social welfare. 

The city and county provided a kind of help. There had been an improvement from the 
corrupt days, when the Overseer of the Poor practically auctioned off the care of the needy 
to the lowest bidder, to the establishment of a poor-house and an orphans' home. In 1877 
the Bureau of labor and charities began, and in 1902 the Associated Charities was 
organized. But help from public charity bore the stigma of being "on the city," and proud 
and worthy people suffered hunger and cold rather than come under that cloud. 

There are many significant and pathetic entries in the minutes of the Deacons: $13 for the 
funeral of Brother T's baby, $2.60 for coal for Mrs. O's stove, $4.66 for groceries for a 
"Sister" in need of food, and $5 for a "Brother" who was out of work. The Deaconess, 
Mrs. Wright, had a salary of $30 per month, and her duties as a parish visitor were to give 
assistance when and where needed, to comfort and visit the sick, and even in some cases to 
act as nurse. So did Plymouth accept responsibility for its members, and it was for this 
financial assistance that the Deacons were in a constant crisis. 

Pew rentals had fallen alarmingly, and a new way of securing funds was imperative. In 
1894 the Open Pew plan was presented to the Church, and the Committee of Trustees and 
Deacons recommended the renewal of the pledge plan, and this was so voted by the 
congregation. Dr. Packard (six children not withstanding) made an annual pledge of $500, 
this sum to be deducted from his salary of $3,000 per annum in monthly installments. 

In 1889 the church, now badly in need, was repaired and renovated. A new system of 
forced ventilation was installed, and the style of wall decoration was modernized. New 
chandeliers were hung, there were new rugs and windows, and a new organ was installed. 
All this was ready early in 1890, and on January 31st services were resumed in the 
improved and redecorated sanctuary. 

In September 1903, in Dr. Packard's sixteenth anniversary sermon, he reviewed some of 
the accomplishments of these years. There had been raised a total sum of $142,500, of 
which $20,751 had gone to benevolences, $2,600 to church repairs and renovation. On a 
single Sunday $14,000 had been subscribed for improvements. 

This was the year Plymouth Church was fifty years old, and on September 27th and 28th, 
1903, it observed this date with considerable pomp and ceremony. Special musical 
programs were prepared, the clergy of local churches were invited, and Dr. Augustus F. 
Beard was bidden as a special honor guest. 
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At the Sunday morning service preceding the sermon, Dr. Packard read the paper, "The 
Earliest Congregationalism in Syracuse" I so carefully prepared by M. Waldo Hanchett. 
Unfortunately the author did not feel able to read the article on which he had spent so much 
time. Following this Dr. Packard gave a powerful and instructive discourse on the history 
and development of Plymouth. Happily this is preserved for us in clippings from a 
Syracuse newspaper and is on file with our 50th Anniversary material. 

The evening sermon was given by Dr. Beard to a congregation that filled the galleries, and 
it was warmly received. On Monday evening there was a service of fellowship, where 
greetings from fellow churchmen and clergy completed the formal program. A reception 
given by the women of Plymouth was held in the church parlors to supply the festive end 
to this celebration of fifty years. 

In July 1904, Dr. Packard presented his resignation, which was accepted with regret. His 
pastorate had covered seventeen years, and he and his family left many warm friends at 
Plymouth - indeed in the entire city - as they removed to Stratford, Connecticut. 

In April 1917, when word was received of the death of Dr. Packard, Deacon (Professor) 
Charles W. Cabeen was sent by Plymouth to attend the funeral service and convey personal 
condolences to the family from the entire church. Fitting resolutions from Trustees and 
Deacons were later sent to the Packard family. 

1 See page 3. 
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CHAPfERIX 
THE YEARS 1905-1921 EDMUND ALDEN BURNHAM, D.D. 

Edmund Alden Burnham was born in 1872 at Fall River, MassachusettS and was the son of 
a Congregational minister. He attended Amherst College, where he received both A.B. and 
M.A. degrees. His training for the ministry was obtained at Hartford Theological 
Seminary. In 1907, Syracuse University conferred upon him the degree of Doctor of 
Divinity. At the time of his call to Plymouth Church he was minister of the First 
Congregational Church of Stafford Springs, Connecticut. 

No account of Dr. Burnham's pastorate could be undertaken without mentioning its 
ministry of music. Dr. Burnham was himself a musician, and his wife, Ruth Thayer 
Burnham, was a gifted singer with a contralto voice of rare quality. She directed a chojr of 
thirty voices and often had a solo part. The music of these years was a service of worship 
and inspiration. Mrs. Burnham achieved for herself an enviable place in the music circles 
of Syracuse and was in demand as soloist on many occasions. 

Dr. Burnham began his service at Plymouth with a practical plan of adequately financing 
our home plant, for he was astute enough to see that in postponing needed repairs and 
renovations, expenses were being compounded. By 1906 old debts were being reduced, 
the sanctuary was freshly decorated, a new pastor's study over the Madison Street entrance 
was provided, and the organ put in the best possible condition. 

In 1906, Mr. and Mrs. Lyman Cornelius Smith gave a pulpit Bible. In 1908 the record 
reports that the Sunday School lessons were changed from Blakesley to International.! 

In 1911 plans were made for celebrating Old Home Week. For the last week in September 
all members were urged to invite some friend or former member of Plymouth to return for 
this time. Dr. Beard and Dr. Packard "came home" to help make this a memorable event. 

The church, the nation, and the times seemed to be on an even keel. Events came and 
went. The world was shocked and grieved by the sinking of the Titanic, and one could 
scarce imagine in that peaceful April time a greater tragedy than so many lives lost at sea. 

There were several adult classes in the Bible School one of them Philathea, which grew 
out of a class Mrs. Ida H. Bond had taught for many year~. This large group of mature 
women was ably led by Mrs. Charles A. Cabeen, and while younger women were 
welcome, there was a desire to form another group of younger years and interests. Mrs. 
William (Kate Dunn) Spalding became the beloved "Teacher" of these "Misses and young 
marrieds" in 1913, which under the name of "Pilgrim" Class, grew in members and deeds. 

Pilgrim Class held several highly successful fairs or church bazaars, and in the years when 
the need was greatest was able to make a considerable contribution to the church treasury.2 

There is an old saying that the more things change the more they stay the same, and this 
was to be proven again. 

1 There is a contradiction here. It had been reported by M.W. Hanchett at the 
25th Anniversary that the International lessons were used about 5 years after 
the establishment of the Sunday School. 
2 See Mrs. Bond's History, page 95, in Plymouth files. 
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Just as Pilgrim Class was begun in 1914, so in 1925 a group of young women felt the 
same urge to have a church group of their age and interests and organized Plymouth 
League. 

These young women came from a student group which had been led by Mrs. Brock and a 
Sunday School class taught by Mrs. Carrie T. Bacon. Plymouth League chose Mrs. 
Bertram A. Redington (Ruth Cabeen) as their leader, and a most fortunate choice it was, 
for Mrs. Redington was the daughter of Mrs. Charles W. Cabeen, so long the able teacher 
of Philathea Class, and had grown up with enthusiasm for church and community causes. 

Plymouth League met every Sunday for Bible study and also undertook community 
projects. One of the many was the furnishing of a room at Sagola, a home for 
underprivileged girls. 

Plymouth League continued under the same leadership for nearly twenty-five years, until 
the National Fellowship of Congregational Women proposed the plan of Circles for the 
church organization, and the League disbanded to join in this endeavor. 

The year 1914 began as any other with no great concerns, and certainly war with all its 
alarms was far from the thoughts of most Americans. A cloud arose, at first no larger than 
a man's hand - a small disturbance in a Balkan city - but one which grew to be a violent 
storm of war over Europe, and from across the ocean miles we watched and agonized and 
hoped for an early peace. 

"Business as usual" became a slogan, and to carry on in the same old way was counted as a 
virtue. 

In 1915, there was planned for Syracuse a series of revival meetings led by the famous 
evangelist Billy Sunday, onetime ballplayer, now a most earnest believer in the powers of 
conversion. In a plank Tabernacle built for the meetings on T~ylor Street, Billy Sunday 
conducted his campaign for souls and preached from October 31st to December 19th. 
During his preaching thousands heard him and hundreds "hit the sawdust trail," which was 
the term used for those who went forward on his invitation to declare for Christ. These 
"trail hitters" (the term seems sacrilegious today) named their church preference, and the 
participating churches took over from there. 

From Plymouth the Burnham Band, a group of workers, interviewed those who preferred 
Congregationalism and encouraged them to join a church. Following this revival about one 
hundred new members came to Plymouth, most of them upon confession of faith. Sunday 
School was held during the Billy Sunday campaign, but other services were canceled, 
except for a weekly sermon given on Monday night when the evangelist was resting from 
his more than strenuous week's preaching and exhortation. 

Dr. Burnham, greatly interested in all works for social betterment, became the Secretary for 
the Syracuse Society for Prevention of Social Diseases and Know Your city campaign. He 
took work at the University to fit himself for these tasks. He purchased a motor-car and 
marveled how the city and county, and even the state, opened before him. 

In December 1916 a pageant was given at Plymouth which showed the development of 
congregationalism first in England and then America. 

The war in Europe was growing more ominous, and a desperate Germany began a series of 
U-boat sinkings which, by April 1917, brought the United States into the war on the side 
of England, France and Italy. President Wilson, in stating our reasons for declaration of 
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war against Germany, Austria-Hungary and Turkey, had said that our arms were joined to 
"make the world safe for democracy," and in this spirit men of Plymouth responded to their 
country's call. 

On a Sunday in April our church's service flag was dedicated, which in time would bear 
fifty-seven stars, each star representing a young life being offered for our national ideals. 

Roll of Honor- 1917- 1919 

Don~d H. Andrews 
Fred Mudge Barnard, Corp.* 
Henry H. Banta* 
Kenneth W. Banta, Capt.* 
William D. Borden, Sgt. 
Richard J. Bostick, 2nd Lt. 
Elliott R. Brainard, Sgt.* 
Robert S. Brock, Corp.* 
Frank A. Brower 
Harold E. Buchanan, 2nd Lt. 
Ralph 0. Buchanan, Corp.* 
Llewllyn M. Buell, 1st Lt. 
R&ndolph T. Burnham, Cadet 
David James 
Kenneth E. Keeler, Corp.* 
Ross L. King, Jr.* 
Charles Kulmer, 2nd Lt. 
Harrison W. Lashuay 
Malcolm Merritt 
Claude R. Mestler * 
Sanford b. Morse, 2nd Lt. 
John H. Nair, 1st Lt. 
Karl H. Newell, Corp. *#D. 
S. Rudson Smith, Jr. *#D. 
Stewart W. Smith, Elect. USN* 
Charles P. Snyder, Cadet 
C;J.rlton C. Stacey, Sgt. 
Richard V. Stacey*# 

Edward M. Pendergast 
Harold J. Pierce, Corp.* 
Edwin Prine 
Charles K. Cabeen, 2nd Lt. 
David C. Cabeen, 2nd Lt.* 
Allen G. Center, 1st Lt., commended 
William W. Cass, Corp.*# 
Harold Dey* 
Leo Lyle Edwards, cadet 
Ward R. Foskett, seaman* 
Charles W. Gray, Sgt. 
Frederic P. Harris, 2nd Lt. 
Leon C. Helms* 
Edward E. Hopkins, 1st Lt.* 
Christopher B. James 
Ralph K. Stoner, Sgt. 
Wellington W. Taber, Capt. 
Charles B. Taft, quartermaster, 3d class 
James Jerome Parsons, Capt.*# 
William G. Quimby, Seaman 
George F. Raynor 
Albert F. Rothballer, Ensign 
Ray A. Small, 1st Lt. 
Charles R. Stephens, Sgt. * 
Herbert L. Stephens, 2nd Mate* 
Harold M. Totman, Corp.*# 
Arthur E. Wilson, Yeoman 
William H. Worden, Sgt.*# 

Albert M. Zuill, 2nd Lt. 

Many of these men were to serve in the cold and muddy trenches overseas, some were to 
be wounded, and two of them were to make the supreme sacrifice. As two of the silver 
service-stars became gold stars, the sympathy of the congregation went to the bereaved 
families. 

In 1918 Dr. Burnham requested and was granted a three-month leave to act as chaplain to 
Camp Dix, where he sought to help the soldiers so soon to go overseas. He wrote home to 
thank the "fine ladies" of Plymouth, who sent one thousand pillows. When he returned he 
had understanding and sympathy for all the services. 

Prohibition was becoming a national issue, and it was fitting that Plymouth, remembering 
its past, should feel strongly on this matter. In 1918, the church society voted that the clerk 
be instructed to send the following message to Assemblymen Cram, Fearon and Soule: 
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"Four hundred electors of Plymouth Church by formal vote in morning service urge the 
immediate ratification of Federal Amendment providing national prohibition." 

ln 1918, new chimes and a rebuilt organ were dedicated to Dr. Adolf Frey, long-time 
organist at Plymouth and Professor of Organ at Syracuse University's College of Fine 
Arts. 

In 1919, Edith M. Nichols was employed as full-time director of religious education in the 
Bible School and the every-member canvas was inaugurated. 

On the night of April27, 1919, a memorial service was held for the two young men from 
Plymouth, S. Rudson Smith, Jr., and Karl H. Newell, who had died in military service. 
In June of that year the bronze tablet which bears the names of our Civil War soldiers was 
unveiled and dedicated. 

On the lighter side the men of the church put on some minstrel shows, where Mr. Bones 
and his men sang and joked and danced. The programs of these shows are intriguing and 
make one wish for a return engagement. 

With grateful and happy hearts the nation welcomed the end of the war on November 11, 
1919, a date since observed as Armistice Day- a time for prayer and thanks to God and the 
earnest hope that such sacrifice need never be repeated. A League of Nations was to strive 
and fail to fulfill these high hopes. 

The many demands made by the war activities, such as Red Cross, Canteen, Salvation 
Army, YM and YWCA, etc., on the civilian pocketbook led civic leaders to consolidate 
these separate needs into a single appeal, which was called the War Chest. So well did it 
function in saving money and duplication ofeffort that after the war this was continued 
annually as a Community Chest. Many cities, seeing the wisdom of this plan, adopted it 
for themselves. Hence the Syracuse idea of War/Community Chest became nationwide. 

In February 1920, Billy Sunday returned to Syracuse for a second series of evangelistic 
meetings from March 5th to 14th, and again Plymouth cooperated with financial support 
($250) and suspension of its own activities. 

In 1921 we find the Sunday School officers asking for a contribution for Daily Vacation 
School. These church vacation schools were springing up all over the country in response 
to the need that children have a constructive program over the long summer holidays. They 
were definitely the forerunner of many summer camps, which social and religious 
organizations soon undertook for their young people and which are now an accepted 
feature in American life. 

_ On November 13, 1921, Dr. Burnham presented his resignation and left almost 
immediately to become the pastor of the Winslow Congregational Church at Taunton, 
Massachusetts. Later he became organist and choir director of the 4th Congregational 
Church of Hartford, Connecticut. He died in 1950. 
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CHAPTER X 
THE YEARS 1922-1939 ROBERT BRUCE, D.D. 

Robert Bruce, seventh pastor of Plymouth Church, was born in Niles, Michigan, but at an 
early age removed with his family to Albany, New York. 

He received his ministerial training at the Nyack Missionary Institute and was there 
ordained. In 1925 the degree, Doctor of Divinity, was given to him by Syracuse 
University. 

After residence in Florida, where he served as missionary in the state and supply pastor in 
Apopka, he was called to Otisfield, Maine, as pastor of Speers Comer Church. In 1911 he 
went to Second Congregational Church, Norway, Maine, and then to St. Lawrence 
Church, Portland, Maine. 

He came to Syracuse in 1922, with his lovely wife, Miriam, and their four attractive young 
daughters. Plymouth Church fell in love with Miriam Bruce, and countless times she was 
called "the perfect minister's wife." She was a beautiful person and charmed everyone 
with whom she worked. Her associates in Sunday School and Church work were soon 
loyal supporters. She was active in the life of Plymouth Church for seventeen years, and 
in all that time no criticism was heard of her. Indeed, how could there be? She was 
everyone's friend. At the time of her death, the Miriam Bruce State Memorial Fund was 
established, to be used for religious education, a project very near her heart. This memorial 
was, and remains, a way of expressing appreciation of her noble character. 

By 1923 the church structure was visibly aging, and the steeple, which dated from the early 

"Brick Church,"l was seen to be swaying one Sunday in the winter wind. To prevent 
accident, the church walk was roped off, services canceled for the day, and- the steeple did 
not fall. That week the steeple was removed and replaced by a much shorter steeple. Sad 
for our skyline, but safe for pedestrians below. 

Whether the swaying steeple swayed the minds of trustees and deacons and members, who 
can say, but there was definitely a movement afoot to improve, remove, or rebuild the 
church. Many plans were discussed, many solutions advocated. For some time there hung 
in the Chapel an architectural sketch of a proposed new church in the classic New England 
style suited to a new outlying location. 

Two of the trustees, Bums Lyman Smith and Elmer T. Eshelman, purchased the lot which 
joined the church on Onondaga Street. Spurred by the acquisition of this land, the Board 
of Trustees in 1925 appointed a building and ways and means committee. The building 
committee was authorized to proceed with a plan. 

At about this date, Bums Lyman Smith gave the Landing of the Pilgrims silhouette, and the 
church had it placed in the triangular plot of ground between Madison Street and Onondaga 
Street to serve as a constant reminder that it was these courageous Pilgrims who fled the 
old order and - for the glory of God - brought the Congregational way to the new world. 

The year 1928 brought us our 75th Anniversary, and Plymouth, alert to the importance of 
such a date, made extensive plans for its observance. Mr. Jacob G. Smith was made 

1 A picture of the Brick Church is reproduced in Vol. II of The History of 
Syracuse by Franklin Chase. 
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General Chairman, and Mrs. Ida H. Bond, granddaughter of Mrs. Jane McDougal and our 
only surviving member who was a direct descendant of an original founder, was asked to 
write a History of Plymouth church. Dr. Beard, though too frail to attend, sent greetings 
and felicitations in a charming letter which recalled his fifty-nine years' acquaintance with 
Plymouth. 

On Sunday morning, October 14, 1928, Dr. Burnham returned to preach the anniversary 
sermon, "The Tum of the Years." 1 Sunday evening the rostrum was transformed into a 
stage for the pageant which had been gathered largely from Mrs. Bond's history. A large 
cast, with Mr. Marshall W. Downing as narrator, presented the pageant in four episodes-
1st. 1853, A Room in Park Institute; 2nd. 1861 -Dr. Strieby Addressing the Departing 
Soldiers at Clinton Square; 3rd. 1883- A Missionary Meeting; and 4th- A Scene of Past 
and Present. 

On Monday evening the celebration became informal, and a dinner, headed by Mr. Frank 
A. Hall and Miss Louise Draime, was served in the church parlors, where at the proper 
time appeared a birthday cake ablaze with seventy-five candles! After dinner there were 
many telegrams, greetings and warm speeches in memory of past deeds. Dr. Bruce paid 
tribute to the men and women who had been of help and inspiration in the past and asked 
that now we tum our thoughts to future accomplishments. 

An expansion of the church plant was part of the future. Building plans which had lain 
dormant were revived. The proposal to sell the entire church property and build elsewhere 
was rejected because a disappointing sum was offered for the property. The members of 
the Building Committee were: Carl H. Bissell, Chairman, Marshall W. Downing, Elmer 
T. Eshelman, George D. Kirtland, Robert Sherwood; Bums Lyman Smith and Jacob G. 
Smith. This committee, after long consideration, agreed to build a new "church house,"2 
purchase a new organ, and renovate the church. A canvassing organization succeeded in 
raising pledges to the amount of $95,000, and a plan of temporary financing was 
accomplished. The Building Committee was empowered to contract and agree with 
architect and contractor for a sum not to exceed $120,000. The committee employed 
Charles H. Carpenter of Rochester, New York, as architect and Joseph A. Dawson as 
contractor. 

Ground was broken for the addition on May 7, 1930, and the honor of bringing up the first 
shovelful of earth went to the pastor, Dr. Robert Bruce; Carl H. Bissell, Elmer T. 
Eshelman, Jacob G. Smith, and George D. Kirtland were other shovelers. 

The parish-house and church repairs were completed in the fall, and the organ was 
installed. On November 21, 1930, at 8 P.M., a service of dedication was held for the new 
church house and the reconstructed cancel. From the Sunday Herald, November 21, 1930, 
comes the following: 

"When Plymouth Church held dedicatory services for its new church house, organ and 
chancel Friday, it climaxed seventy-seven years of progress which has been closely 
associated with the development of Syracuse. 

1 Preserved in the files is a text of this sermon, also of the pageant and a 
detailed description of the 75th Celebration. 
2 This addition has always been known as the Parish-House. 
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"The services Friday were a fitting climax to the steady growth of the church. Before a 
congregation that filled the newly decorated church, the impressive dedicatory services 
were under the direction of Dr. Robert Bruce, pastor. 

"Included among the memorials dedicated were the organ, dedicated to the memory of Mrs. 
Kate Dunn Spalding; the chancel, given by Miss A ora Bernice Smith, in honor of her 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Lyman C. Smith; the recreation room dedicated to Mr. and Mrs. 
George D. Kirtland; the altar cross given by George D. Kirtland in memory of Mrs. Mary 
E. Kirtland; and the acousticon, given by Mrs. Lulu C. MacMillan in memory of her 
husband, William H. MacMillan. 

"The interior of the church has been completely redecorated and a new chancel has been 
installed. 

"The organ was specially constructed for the room in which it now rests by the M.P. 
Moller Company of Hagerstown, Maryland. It has 3000 pipes, all of which are concealed, 
and 112 stops. 

"The organ is actually divided into four separate units, the grand organ, the solo organ, the 
swell organ and the echo organ in the rear of the church." 

There was a special service of dedication for the organ on May 20, 1931, when Dr. 
Clarence Dickinson, organist at the Brick Presbyterian Church and Union Theological 
Seminary, New York City, presented a concert of organ music. 

The parish-house was attractive and inviting, Kirtland Hall gave promise of great 
usefulness, the kitchen was a great improvement over the old crowded upstairs one, the 
sanctuary, with its soft colors, fine chandeliers, and wall-to-wall carpeting, was conducive 
to worship, and the music from the organ was inspiring. We h~d everything- yes, plus a 
huge debt, for all this building and spending came about in the Depression years. 

Several pledges made in good faith were impossible to redeem, and one large pledge, out 
of consideration of family heirs, though not demanded, was later paid in full. 

The trustees' minutes tell the story - loans from the bank and a constant struggle to meet the 
payments of interest. All possible economies were practiced. Mrs. Lee Travis, who in 
April 1929 had been employed as director of religious education, was let go in 1932. In 
1933 the quartet was released, changes were made in lighting to conserve funds. In these 
years Mr. Jacob G. Smith was our bulwark and the man who plead our case with the bank. 
To add insult to injury, the old furnace gave out, and a new system was imperative. Oil 
heat was installed - and yes, it cost money, that precious stuff so hard to get in those dark 
Depression days. 

But- and it took patience, sacrifice and time- adjustments were made, the bank accepted a 
discount on loans and interest, pledges were redeemed, and church heads, so to speak, 
began to rise above the waters of debt. 

One of the undertakings of Plymouth Church which was a spectacular success was the 
Coffee Hours conceived and promoted by Mrs. Robert K. Brewer and named "Coffee 
Hours" by Miss Gertrude Woodford. The women of Plymouth Church presented 
Elizabeth Jadwin Dooley (Mrs. M.S.) in consecutive series of six weekly lectures on 
current events, in the fall and in the spring. The lectures, given in the Chapel to audiences 
of from 200 to 300 ticket holders, began at 11 A.M., and at noon the committee of the day 
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invited all those present to be their guests in Kirtland Hall for sandwiches, coffee and 
cookies. 

Mrs. Dooley was an unusually talented speaker, and during the six years of her lectures -
1935-1941 - Plymouth women sold many hundreds of tickets, made myriad sandwiches, 
and thousands of cups of coffee were poured. This venture, at $4.00 per season ticket, 
was a great financial success, and - more than that - as a civic venture it reemphasized 
Plymouth's position in Syracuse and showed it to be a generous society of friendly people. 
Only upon Mrs. Dooley's sudden, tragic death were these Coffee Hours discontinued. 

On February 1, 1939, Dr. Robert Bruce read his resignation to take effect May 31, 1939. 
He resigned to accept the appointment of Superintendent of the New York Congregational 
Conference in New York City. His pastorate at Plymouth had lasted seventeen years, 
during which time he had been active in civic and religious affairs in the city. l 

1 For fuller account see Mr. Bissell's history, page 39. 
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CHAPTER XI 
THE YEARS 1939-1946 ALFRED HARRY RAPP 

Alfred Harry Rapp was the son, and grandson, of ministers in the Midwest. He was born 
at Burlington, Iowa, but spent his youth in St. Louis. He was graduated from Ohio 
Wesleyan University, did graduate work at Chicago Theological Seminary, and received 
his Bachelor of Divinity degree from Hartford Theological Seminary. He was ordained 
and became minister of the Congregational Church in New Berlin, Connecticut, in 
December 1931. He came to Plymouth Church, December 1, 1939. 

The pastorate of Mr. Rapp was to include the years of World War II, and he was to share 
the anxieties and grief of those years and to bring solace to many of the parish. 

The crash of bombs at Pearl Harbor began a new phase of American life. Those who lived 
through the horrors of the screaming Hitler years will remember the helplessness and futile 
rage with which we watched the debacle overseas. Russia, first on one side and then on 
the other, Italy under the pompous Mussolini forsaking former allies in hopes of choosing 
the winning side, and Japan casting her lot with Germany and Italy in the sure belief that a 
two-front war would bring complete victory to her chosen side - and it very nearly did. 
After "Pearl Harbor" inactivity was gone, the United States changed from a disturbed 
country to a fighting country. Plymouth Church responded in the same spirit with which 
other war emergencies had been met, and a third honor roll was in the making. 

Honor Roll - World War 111 

Aubel, Verne, Lt. 
*Aubel, William, Lt. 
Barr, Michael 
Brewer, David W., Major 
Brewster, Robert 
Brookfield, James, TIS 
Churchell, Harold 
Clapp, Lewis A., TIS 
*Clauder, William, US Marines 
Deming, Ernest R., Maj. 
Deming, Leslie, Lt. (Korea) 
Edmonson, Willard, Corp. 
Edson, Carol A., Col. 
*Edson, Stuart, Lt. 
Eller, William 
Emmons, Albert Lee, Lt., JG, 

Coast Guard (Korea) 
Emmons, William S. 
Freeman, Jack 
Rouviere, Louis (Korea) 
Russell, Melvin B. 
Ryan, Donald, Lt. 
Ryan, Kenneth 
Schaffrath, William B., Maj. 

Gould, Richard, USN, Lt. 
Hess, Edward 
Hoff, Everett, D., Sgt. 
Hosler, James 
James, David 
Jones, Stanford W., Jr. 
Jones, William Robert 
Luke, Lewis 
MacKenzie, John Donald 
MacKenzie, Kendall W. 
MacKenzie, Robert F. 
Manier, Richard 
Maurer, Victor, 1st Lt. 
Mitchell, Phillip M., Lt. 
Myette, George 
Nichol, Frances 
Raines, Donald 
Roberts, Leland 
Rounds, Margaret Crowley 
Spencer, Ruth 
Stevens, Kenneth 
Stimson, Richard 
Swartz, John 
Tabor, Robert B., TIS 

1 This roll may not be complete. By a most unfortunate circumstance, the 
original roll has been lost. All possible ways of completing this list have been 
explored. !<'or any omission - sincere regrets. 
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Schoeneck, Charles, Capt. 
Schumaker, William 
Smith, Edward, Capt. 
Smith, Harold B., Capt. 
Spencer, Ballard, USN 
Smith, Peter (also Korea) 
Smith, Sherwood 

Tibbetts, William, B., Capt. 
Totman, David 
Vail, Jordan 
Webster, Robert 
Wells, William W., USN, Lt. 

(also Korea) 
Werner, Marshall 

Williams, Douglas, Major 

* Killed in Action 

Mr. Rapp was much concerned with our men and women in the services and was faithful 
in keeping them in touch with the parish and in helping them to realize our deep 
appreciation of their sacrifices. Three of our fine young men made the supreme sacrifice : 
Lt. William Aubel, a paratrooper, Lt. Stuart Edson, reported missing, then dead in 
Belgium, both at the time of the Normandy invasion, and William Clauder, a Marine, who 
was killed in action. We miss them sadly and grieve for their loss. 

No matter how deep the nation was in war or how intense our efforts in that cause, the 
church must stand as a symbol for the enduring faith which works to promote the 
brotherhood of man. And so Plymouth continued its services, though often not quite as 
usual. Rationing had been introduced for food, gasoline, clothing, also oil, and in the 
winter of 1942 we were unable to secure oil sufficient to heat our large plant and had the 
unusual but not unpleasant experience of meeting in the small ballroom of the Hotel 
Syracuse. In our church files there are some of these ration coupons for coffee, sugar, etc. 
-a reminder of sterner days. 

In June 1940, the women of Plymouth decided upon a reorganization to unify the women's 
work and to bring the entire body of church women into an organizatjon called the 
Women's Association. Every woman who attended Plymouth Church was to be a member 
of this Association, without dues, and all major interests and money-raising activities were 
to be carried on by the Association. 

To promote this union of effort, both Pilgrim Class and Plymouth League disbanded and 
transferred their efforts to the new and larger group, the Women's Association. 

This large group was divided into several circles which - on recommendation of the State 
Office - were to be reshuffled every two years, to promote closer acquaintance and 
fellowship among our scattered city and suburban members. Adopting familiar Plymouth 
names- Bradford, Brewster, Mayflower, Priscilla, Standish and Winthrop- these circles 
held monthly meetings, often in homes. As sometimes happens, time and experience 
showed us that on-paper-plans, even the best, occasionally have to yield to existing 
circumstances; in this case the circumstances were age and geography. Now, after 23 
years of adjusting, the biennial-redistribution plan has been completely abandoned, and we 
have four permanent, neighborhood circles, one evening circle for business women, and 
one monthly luncheon circle for older women; all functioning happily. 

The years 1939-1940 were given to a two-years' study of the constitution of the 
Ecclesiastical Society, and at the annual meeting November 28, 1941, a revised constitution 
was presented and accepted. It was at this time that Article V of the original Constitution 
was dropped. This was a reflection of our founding years and read: 

"No person shall be received or continue as a member of this church who is a slave holder, 
or who does not openly acknowledge the sinfulness of slavery or who deals in our uses 
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intoxicating liquors as a beverage. Nor shall any such person be invited to our 
communion; nor shall any such minister be admitted to our pulpit." 

Not all activities were serious or profound. Gaiety is always welcome, and in the gnawing 
fears of 1941-45 such a release was doubly valued, and our own church singers were to 
provide such a happy interval. 

Mrs. Nell Blaich, who directed the choir at this time, had a talent for musical drama and, as 
we were to discover, so had our pastor. A troupe of "Plymouth Stars" shone brightly on 
the Kirtland Hall stage as they presented "Pinafore," everyone's Gilbert and Sullivan 
favorite. Mrs. Blaich made a fine Buttercup and who was the Captain? Alfred Harry Rapp! 

The voices of the cast were excellent and the production such a success that two out-of
town performances were given, both to entertain soldiers. One was at Camp Drum, the 
"actors" going to their destination in a rented truck. The second was given for the men of 
the Air Force stationed in Mattydale. 

On October 10, 1943, Plymouth observed its 90th Anniversary which provided an 
interesting historic experience. The Reverend Dr. Frank J. Scribner of the National 
Council of Congregational Churches preached the morning sermon, and at 8 P.M. the 
Reverend James A. G. Moore, Assistant Superintendent, New York Congregational 
Conference, and the Reverend Archie Bedford, pastor of Danforth United Church spoke at 
an informal reception. On October 13th the 90th birthday dinner was served in Kirtland 
Hall, and Dr. Robert Bruce, now Superintendent of the New York State Congregational 
Conference, was speaker. On October 17th Mr. Rapp preached the anniversary sermon, 
"Prophecy and Vision" and Dr. Edmund A. Burnham took part in the communion service. 

In 1943, at the Christmas service, three hundred new hymnals were used. The change was 
sponsored by the choir and financed by the congregation. 

In May 1944, the New York State Congregational Conference accepted the invitation of 
Plymouth Church to hold their meeting in Syracuse, and Plymouth, as host church, 
worked diligently for hospitality, registration, meetings and transportation that this large 
and important conference might have a profitable and pleasant time. 

The burden of debt before mentioned was gradually being lightened and was to be lifted by 
1947, shortly after Mr. Rapp's departure. 

On April 8th, 1945, at a touching service, Plymouth Church dedicated a service flag of 
World War II, and Mr. Rapp offered the following prayer. 

"0 God, our Father: In this solemn moment we tum to Thee with our burden of care, 
anxiety and hope, concern and yearning, that Thou mayest bless us and those, our loved 
sons and daughters of this Thy church, whom we pause now to honor. 

"As we recognize now the hanging of this symbol of our affection and respect and gratitude 
toward them, we dedicate them and ourselves to the high calling of more consecrated and 
faithful living after the example of Thy blessed Son, our Lord Jesus. Bind up their broken 
bodies; heal Thou their seared souls; soothe their troubled minds; and assure them of Thine 
unfailing care. Grant unto us courage, faithfulness, uncomplaining industry in the doing of 
our work and the living of our lives, that we may be worthy of their great sacrifice for us. 

"Bless the souls of those sons untimely taken from the fullness of life by war's evil and 
greedy disregard of human values and rights. May they grow ever more perfect in Thy 
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holy presence and become the comfort of our own lives in the deeper experiences of the 
travail of our souls. 

"Mercifully remember the innumerable company of Thy children around the world bent so 
low in body, mind, and spirit by the o'er-towering sorrow of this war. Grant unto us and 
our sons, unto generations unborn, a restlessness for spirit that will drive us ever onward 
into ministries of grace, mercy, healing, and serving, that ultimately will help us to build 
the new world where wars and rumors of wars need be no more. 

"In great humility of spirit we pray and in the blessed name of Jesus our Lord and Saviour. 
Amen." 

In 1945 after much discussion, the Sunday School meeting hour was changed to coincide 
with the hour of the worship service. In 1946 a student assistant to the pastor was 
approved. This assistant worked in the Sunday School and with the young people of the 
church. Because these young men were students and more or less transients themselves, 
none served for much time, but with their youthful outlook suggestions were made, many 
of which were agreeable and helpful to our young folks. 

Mr. Rapp was greatly interested in making fuller use of our parish house facilities and in 
opening the church daily to men and women in the church neighborhood, who live in 
crowded quarters and unhappy surroundings or are spending lonely hours in a single 
room. But from shortness of funds, the lack of the spirit of adventure in undertaking new 
fields , or some fault within ourselves, this plan for social expansion was never realized. 

World War II came to an end in August 1945. There was sorrow for all the lives lost in the 
maelstrom, for the cruel years of injustice to so many millions; but with peace there came 
hope and gratitude for deliverance from further suffering. But swiftly, almost before we 
had a period of adjustment, there was forced upon the nation a realization of tremendous 
new problems. In the age of the atom, peace was scarcely real, the Korean conflict was not 
far away, and a chilling struggle of ideologies gripped the world. Again the church must 
stand in a trouble and divided world. 

For approximately two years a merger of Plymouth and Good Will Church had been 
weighed, considered and discussed. Such a step as this could not be taken without many 
long thoughts, though there were many reasons favorable to such a merger. Finance was 
one; and the ease in transportation canceled some of the need for a neighborhood meeting 
place. Time and adjustment would solve this, but not until the following pastorate. I 

On November 30, 1946, exactly seven years from the day he came to Plymouth, Mr. Rapp 
submitted his resignation, having accepted a call to the First Congregational Church, 
Rushing, New York, where he served until his death. He died December 26, 1962, 
having been taken suddenly ill while at Christmas dinner with his family in his home. His 
Plymouth friends contributed a fund, in his memory, for the purchase of a portable 
communion service for the pastor's use at bedside or for those unable to attend the church 
communion service. To Plymouth this seemed a fitting memorial to Alfred Harry Rapp. 

1 For details of this merger see Appendix, Mr. Raymond King's Good Will 
Church History, and another History by Miss Jessie Wakefield and Mr. and Mrs. 
Maurice Morris. 
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CHAPTER XU 
THE YEARS 1947-1951 FRANK B. MCDUFFEE 

Frank B. McDuffee was born in Windham, Connecticut, son of the Reverend Charles B. 
McDuffee, who served the Congregational ministry for fifty years. He was a graduate of 
Harvard, took an A.M. degree at Columbia and a Bachelor of Divinity degree at Andover 
Newton Theological Seminary. He came to Plymouth from the First Congregational 
Church of Jamestown, New York. In 1950 he presented his resignation. 

At the service of recognition for Frank B. McDuffee as ninth pastor of Plymouth Church, 
his father, the Reverend Charles B. McDuffee, preached the sermon, and Dr. Robert Bruce 
gave the charge to the congregation. 

Several significant events were to mark the pastorate of Mr. McDuffee, the most important 
being the union of Good Will Congregational Church and Plymouth Church, to form 
Plymouth Congregational Church. 

The Mission Sunday School which was started in 1871 by the Young Men's Association of 
Plymouth Church prospered. From first meetings in a private home, the School grew, and 
Plymouth Church bought a site at Fabius and Oswego Streets and erected a chapel. For 
thirteen years there gathered at Good Will Chapel faithful teachers and scholars under the 
leadership of H.A. Jordan, John Dunn, Jr. and W.A.Duncan. 

In 1884 there was organized a Christian Service Society, and through the efforts of this 
Society, Dr. C. C. Cregan and Mr. W.A.Duncan, a plan for church organization was set 
afoot. On March 5th the Congregational Council met at Good Will Chapel and by secret 
ballot voted the organization of Good Will Congregational Church. The Reverend J.C. 
Andrus became the first minister, and under his guidance the church moved rapidly 
forward. Property was purchased in 1886 at the comer of Grace and Massena Streets, and 
a larger chapel was erected. The first service was held here August 8, 1886. In 1890 the 
trustees authorized completion of the church building which was of brick construction. 
This main section was ready January 11, 1891, and the Reverend Andrus preached the first 
sermon and received sixty persons into membership. 

In 1893, the Reverend Andrus presented his resignation and was followed by Mr. Henry 
N. Kinney, 1893-1898, Dr. L.F. Buell, 1898-1904, Dr. E. D. Gaylord, 1904-1909, Dr. 
Nathan Fuller, 1910-1919, Dr. George R. Mott, 1919-1924, Mr. Binney S. Black, 1924-
1926, Mr. Arthur Harry Cooke, 1926-1936, Mr. Rufus Ansley, 1937-1939. Mr. Donald 
Head, 1940-1945, the last permanent pastor, left to serve as a chaplain in the U.S. Navy 
during World War II. 

In 1945, Dr. George Martin Gordon became interim pastor and went with the Good Will 
congregation to Plymouth, where he served the consolidated church until September 1947. 

Any history of Good will, no matter how brief, should include mention of its most 
successful Sunday School, which was staffed by loyal and devoted leaders. For many 
years Good Will had one of the largest Men's Bible classes in the city, led by Mrs. Marlin 
Grannis. For twenty-two years the adult women's class was led by Mr. Clarence 
Thompson. 

Mr. George A. Mosher, for many years a superintendent of the large Sunday School, 
conceived a most unusual method for creating a realization of the Christian principles upon 
which our country was founded. He wrote to the President of the United States and to the 
Governors of all the then existing states asking them to send letters, over their own 
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signature, to the young people of Good Will, in which they would give their favorite 
passage of scripture and the motto of their respective state. President Harrison and twenty
six governors responded, and these letters were bound into a volume and are now on file 
with the Good Will memoirs at Plymouth Church. 

In its sixty-two years Good Will Church had many outstanding and devoted members.l In 
the Spanish American War and World Wars I and II, young men and women went into 
their country's service, and in World War II, two young Good Will men were killed. 

When the tinal negotiations were completed and Good will "came home," it was a day of 
glad reunion at Plymouth. Started by Plymouth as a mission, Good Will now returned to 
strengthen and enlarge the work of the parent church. Perhaps a small example will 
illustrate this point. Into the silver drawers in the church pantry went all the table silver 
marked G.W. This was very soon mixed with the silver marked P.C. Both were used at 
the same meals, and the diners did not know or care from which place it came. Members 
soon mixed, too, and to further the scope of the Congregational body, our origins mattered 
not at all; the work we could do together was important, and in that spirit our reunion has 
been a successful one. 

In 1947 a parsonage, 605 Charrnouth Drive, was purchased. This was the first time any of 
our ministers had been furnished a home by the parish, and Mr. and Mrs. McDuffee were 
the first occupants. This purchase was made possible by the sale of the Good will property 
to the Sophia Hellenic Orthodox Church of Syracuse on April 30, 1948, for the sum of 
$30,000. This sale also made possible further reduction of the church debt to the sum of 
$8,000., and thereby reduced interest payments appreciably. 

The Old Age Fund campaign to raise funds for retired ministers and widows of those who 
died after long service was entirely successful under the direction of Mr. Aurie 1. Johnson, 
ably helped by Mr. Jacob G. Smith, Mr. James Stimson and Mr. Lawrence Cowdery. 

On May 26, 1948, was celebrated the first year of union with Good Will Congregational 
and Plymouth Congregational Churches, with Dr. George M. Gordon giving the address 
of welcome. 

The Church School2 started on the Character Education Project initiated by Dr. Ernest 
Ligon of Union College, Schenectady, under the leadership of Mrs. W. Conrad Fernelius 
and Mrs. Stanely Smith, Superintendent. The teaching staff.numbered about thirty, and 
student attendance was most encouraging, more than doubling in numbers. 

1 See Appendix for fuller details. 
2 See Appendix for fuller accounts of The Church School. 
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Donald Aitken 
Herbert Ashcroft 
Robert Arnot 
Leo Armon 
Edward Bell 
Robert Blair 
David Bliss 
Robert Bliss 
James Compton 
Orrin Cross 
Charles Coffin, Jr. 
John Cowdery 
Ralph Cowdery 
Roger Cowdery 
*Alton Cooke 
James Cooke 
Ronald Durocher 
Lawrence Foster 
Jack Foster 
Dr. Robert Hagar 

*Killed in action 

GOOD WILL HONOR ROLL 

Spanish American War 

Claude Race 

World War I 

LeRoy F. Garrison 
Earl S.King 
Harlow Pierce, Sr. 
Eloise Roberts, Red Cross 
Paul Roberts 
John Smingler, RAF 
A. Lawrence Wakefield 

World War II 

George Wylie 

Ref. Donald Head 
*Robert Hessler 
Robert Howland 
Theodore King 
Dr. Thurston Keese 
George Lehman 
Harry Malcomb 
Robert Merritt 
Bruce McLaughlin 
#Harlow Pierce, Jr. 
Scott Phoenix 
Ralph Roberts 
George Reals 
Benjamin M. Stone 
Willard Thompson 
Carlton Tupper 
J. Richard Tupper 
Harry Van Atta 
Charles Whalen 
James Ernest Wakefield 

#Wounded 
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Mr. Frank Hakanson, from the faculty of Fine Arts at Syracuse University, was engaged 
as Director of Music. Mrs. Hakanson took charge of the Junior Choir, and these choirs, 
with Mr. Carlton James at the organ, made a signal contribution to our worship service. 

In September 1948 Mrs. Femelius, who had given the Ligon plan a fine start, removed 
from the city, and John D. Breish took the office of Minister of Education for a short time. 
In May 1949 Miss Mary Lou Pheffer, a graduate of Elmira College, became Director of 
Religious Education, "With her excellent background and understanding of the aims and 
problems far beyond her years, she has given a magnificent example of what we are trying 
to teach, as her own every-day accomplishment." 1 (It is pleasant to look ahead a bit in this 
history and report that our Mary Lou is still with us.) 

The Couples Club saved the church treasury a round sum of money by painting the Sunday 
School rooms themselves, truly a generous deed. 

The church records report that 235 people joined the church during this pastorate and 165 
were enrolled in the church School. 

In September 1950 Mr. McDuffee presented his resignation, which was accepted. 

INTERIM 1950-1952 

From September 1950 until January 1952 the pulpit at Plymouth was served by interim 
pastors. First the Reverend Neil Richardson of the faculty of Syracuse University acted as 
minister for several months. 

Second, Frederick K. Stamm, D.D., a well-known cleric and long-time radio minister, 
filled the pulpit until the arrival of the new pastor. 

Mr. Richardson was scholarly, young and full of the hope and elan of youth. Dr. Stamm 
was wise in the years of long ministry. In the amalgam of their messages the congregation 
had a valuable preparation for the corning of a new minister. 

1 From Report of the Christian Education Committee, David W. Brewer, 
Chairman - May 1950. 
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1922- 1939 
Robert Bruce, D. D. 

1952- 1966 
The Rev. John N. Huber 

The Rev. Harvey F. Pinyoun 



CHAPTER XIII 
OUR HUNDRED YEARS PLUS- 1952-1966- JOHN NEIL HUBER 

John Neil Huber was born in Rochester, New York, but spent most of his younger life in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, where he received his A.B. degree from the University of Tulsa. He did 
graduate work at the University of Chicago Divinity School and received the Bachelor of 
Divinity degree from the Colgate-Rochester Seminary. 

Mr. Huber was pastor of the North Albany Baptist Community church from 1941-1944, 
and for several years was minister of Christian Education at Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, Albany, New York. He came with his family to Syracuse in January 1952. 

Tenth pastor, Mr. John N. Huber preached his first sermon at Plymouth Church January 
15, 1952. The service of recognition was held May 15th, and both the Reverend Neil 
Richardson and Dr. Frederick K. Stamm participated in the ceremony. 

Trustees and Deacons, and indeed all those who work in the church, had long felt a need 
for change in by-laws to facilitate our church government, and to this end Dr. Charles 
Brightman headed the committee which put many hours of study into the revision of by
laws which were adopted. 

Under the aegis of the Christian Education Committee, Dr. Ligon, who had formulated the 
plan of study being used in the Church School, made a visit to give inspiration to parents 
and staff. Mary Lou Pfeffer, now Mrs. George Hodge, Director of Religious Education, 
presented her resignation, and Miss Eileen Carle assumed these duties until the arrival of 
Miss Margaret Becker in 1953. Miss Becker directed these activities for two years. 
Following her term, Mary Lou Hodge and (Mrs. Aurie 1.) Dorris Johnson shared this 
responsibility, until the arrival of Mary Germ, who was installed as Minister of 
Education. I After two years, 1959-1961, Miss Germ resigned to pursue further studies, 
and again Mary Lou Hodge accepted a part-time appointment as Associate in Education. 

At the time of the adoption of the Ligon Plan for the Church School and pursuant to the use 
of the Bible references in the curriculum, scholarly research in the study of the Bible was 
advised for adult church members, teachers and parents. 

"Opportunity for this study first presented itself when Miss Ruth Calkins came to Plymouth 
Church and offered her services as a reference librarian. The first meeting was held in 
1950 at the home of Mrs. Carrie Bacon." Throughout the years, Mrs. Howard V. (Olive) 
Swartz and Miss Gertrude Andrus were faithful and ardent supporters. This study group 
met regularly at the Church, on Wednesdays, for twelve years, during which time the entire 
contents of the Bible were studied chronologically, in preference to the order of books as 
placed in the Bible. By making use of a wide variety of source material, the group pursued 
its aim of "the objective examination of the literary, historical and religious meaning and 
power of the Bible in the world of today. ,z 

Let us return to 1952 and the time when Plymouth was nearing a very important milestone. 
This church had been founded in 1853; in 1953 the candles on our cake would number one 
hundred! 

1 For Mary Germ's report on Christian Education at Plymouth, See Appendix. 
2 For listed source material and further details see Apppendix: Bible Study 
Group, as compiled by Mrs. Howard V. Swartz. 
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To celebrate properly we wished to look our best, and for this the church needed a good 
deal of refurbishing, especially on the outside. The original brick had grown soiled with 
the city's grime, and years ago first a coat of gray paint, then a coat of red paint had for a 
time improved the appearance. But paint has a life span, and dingy patches of gray shown 
through flaking red to give an untidy and uncared-for look. For renovation and repairs 
money was needed, and to raise a sufficient sum was a big undertaking. Mr. Aurie I. 
Johnson assumed the chairmanship of this important fund-raising campaign, and the 
Rockwell Newman Company of East Orange, New Jersey, was engaged for the 
restoration. To the Centennial Fund there was pledged $37,000. and the work of 
restoration was begun. When the layers of paint were removed by the sandblast method, 
the old "pink" brick was all that had been hoped for, but the need for pointing up the brick 
was far beyond expectations, and costs soared as the repairs went on day after day. The 
results were rewarding, if costly, and from now on the exterior need only be cleaned to be 
its own beautiful self- no makeup needed. 

There is a special significance in attaining the age of one hundred, and Plymouth felt all the 
pride of its years. Mr. Carl Bissell was chairman of the planning committee for this 
anniversary observance, and various plans and programs were considered. The dates, 
October 18th to 25th, 1953, were named as our week of jubilee, and a morning worship 
service, a Vespers service, and a gala dinner celebration were arranged as appropriate 
recognition of the completion of our tirst century. At such a time it is fitting that we pay 
our respects to those on whose shoulders we stand. In this spirit, at the Sunday morning 
service, October 18th, Dr. David W. Brewer gave an historical discourse which reviewed 
the founding years and told of the men and women who dared to stand upon an unpopular 
cause, dared to apply Christianity to the burning issue of their day, and dared to found a 
church openly declared for the abolition of slavery. 

At the 5 o'clock Vespers service a narrative of church history, divided into three sections: 
Our Past - Our Present - Our Future, and written by Mrs. William Schaffrath and Mrs. 
0. W.H. Mitchell, was read from the chancel to the accompaniment of organ music by Mr. 
Carleton James. 

A gala dinner on Tuesday evening, October 20th, under the expert supervision of Miss 
Louise Draime, ended the centennial celebration. After dinner there were many messages 
and letters from former members and old friends of Plymouth and speeches from those 
present. If the sentiments of the evening could be expressed in a single phrase, it would be 
that pride in the past is a fine incentive for further achievements in the years ahead. 

For a great many years the Protestant world had been conscious of, and sympathetic to, a 
plan of church union, not as a sudden overthrow of existing churches but by gradual 
assimilation, as opportunity presented. Such an opportunity arrived, and delegates of 
Congregational churches and the Evangelical and Reformed Lutheran churches began the 
long study, with arguments pro and con, which of necessity must precede such a step. 

The years 1957-1961 were given to the formation of a union of these two churches to 
become the United Church of Christ. Each church was asked to approve or reject 
membership. Congregationalists are traditionally individualistic as to church government
else they would not be congregational. 

Opinion was not unanimous, and feelings were at variance, though kindly expressed. The 
decision was made that the ballot should be secret, and on April19, 1961, the membership 
of Plymouth voted 204 for, 69 against, and by this majority became a unit member of The 
United Church of Christ. 
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For some the union seemed a reversal of deep convictions; for the majority, the union 
developed as a natural progress of the times. Though our official name is United Church 
of Christ, because of tradition and local loyalties, we think and speak of ourselves as 
Plymouth Congregational Church. · 

A brave action was taken by a number of conscientious investigators who made a self
study of church needs which was published in the 1959-60 annual report. Under headings 
of "Let's Take a Look at Our Mission, Our History, Our Membership, Our Program, Our 
Leadership, Our Property, Our Parish," the picture presented was factual, unadorned, 
encouraging in some fields and disappointing in others. 3 

The opportunities and drawbacks of a downtown church are clearly shown, a declining 
membership gives no one ease, and our service program is lacking in that there are no 
community services carried on, such as Boy Scouts, Day Nursery, Day Camping, in the 
church. To quote: "The Pastor is carrying this service alone." 

"The lack of a conventional parish," says the study, "is at the root of much of the 
difficulty"; however, since the problems exist, they must be acknowledged and either 
assumed or shirked. 

A Memorials Committee was formed in the fall of 1953 to receive gifts and bequests and to 
give consideration to their use, so they may bring good to the church and satisfaction to the 
donors. There has been a trend of late years to make a memorial gift "in lieu of flowers" at 
the time of death. These, along with other gifts and the large bequests of the Kate 
Spalding, the Kirtland Fund and the Fowler Fund, are considered by the Memorial 
Committee and recommendations made to the Trustees as to their use. All are being 
permanently recorded in our Book of Remembrance. 

Our physical plant often feels its years and really screams from time to time for attention, 
t.l.c. and money! Roofs spring leaks, equipment wears out or finds itself outmoded. One 
of the occasions for change and expensive equipment was in 1957, when a gas fired boiler 
was installed to replace the old oil fired burner. However, the less expensive monthly gas · 
bill must console our treasurer in hopes that some day it will pay for itself. 

One Sunday morning in April the congregation were in their pews, the choir standing ready 
for the processional, and the organist playing the prelude- then~ second prelude- then a 
third! 

The congregation stirred, the choir shifted its feet and whispered, "What has happened to 
our pastor?" 

As the third prelude modulated into hymns, several hymns, (the organist probably 
contemplating, "Where is my wandering boy tonight"), the procession started. At the rear 
with a hastily donned gown, a red face and knowing for sure that he was in for a deal of 
twitting for having forgotten to set his watch ahead on this first morning of Daylight Saving 
Time, came the very "late" John Huber. 

For several years during the time of the Ligon Plan a parent's class met in the church parlor 
each Sunday morning from 10 until 11 for discussion. when this was no longer on the 
schedule, this group was reluctant to abandon an hour which had proved so valuable. 

3 See Appendix - Self-Study Report. 
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Enlarging their thinking, they decided to expand into an adult education and discussion 
group and to invite the attendance of all who were interested. 

Under the leadership of Drs. Edward and Memie Swift (nee Mirian Bruce) this has proved 
to be an important addition to the work of the church, for the Drs. Swift have presented, as 
speakers, able minds from many fields. Dean Stephen Bailey of the Maxwell School of 
Citizenship, Syracuse University, has been an inspiration in talks both on religious art and 
Man's place in the modem world. Dr. Franklyn Barry, Superintendent of Syracuse Public 
Schools, spoke three Sunday mornings on the status, the value, and the financing of public 
education. Father William Shannon brought a message from the Catholic Diocese. Two of 
our own members, Dean Frank Piskor, Dean Virgil Rogers, and Dr. Gerard Mangone, all 
of Syracuse University, talked upon their special fields of work, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Edwardo Mondelane explained the problems of his native Mozambique. Many other fine 
speakers have brought topical and inspirational messages all related to man's struggle for a 
better world. 

April 1963 - Come September Plymouth Church will have seen one hundred and ten years, 
no small segment in the time span of our nation, a very large span in the time of our city. 

In 1853, Syracuse had 20,000 persons- today, counting the metropolitan area, it numbers 
300,000. Vast changes have come, and industries are large and a part of the nation-wide 
economy. Syracuse University has developed into one of the great universities of our land; 
a second institution of higher learning, LeMoyne College, occupies another hilltop. 

The canal and railroad, so vital in the first years of progress, are greatly changed. The 
canal is rerouted to become part of the Barge Canal System: the ditch, the tow path and the 
drawbridge are only memories, and one must visit the Weighlock Building, now a Canal 
Museum, to conjure up the days of transportation by quiet water. 

The railroad not only does not "run down the main street," it doesn't run on any Syracuse 
street, and the station, like the Arab, "has quietly slipped away." Those who travel by rail 
must now go to East Syracuse to board their train. 

Green hills and valleys have lured the city dweller, and ours, like every American city, has 
its suburbia of ranch houses and backyard barbecues, with resulting changes and 
adjustments even to the churches. 

Slavery, the problem of our founding days, has changed its face and is now one of civil 
rights; not so inhumane as the slave market, but serious and disturbing. 

The problem of juvenile delinquency troubles and puzzles this city, and the efforts of 
church and social agencies combined have not been able to meet the needs of youth whose 
resentments and frustrations are expressed in violence and law-breaking. 

The age of the atom, which has solved many mysteries, has compounded the problems of 
men. We need, indeed must have, a higher Guidance, or we perish. 

From wooden Chapel to Brick Church, to the rebuilt structure of 1870 and the parish house 
addition of 1930, Plymouth has stood on its $4,000 lot, one of the few Syracuse churches 
to keep it original site. 

Business has grown up about it on the North, South and west, while on the East the 
Catholic Diocese has built large structures and is still expanding. Across from Plymouth's 
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Main Entrance an office building is rising, as the construction crews pile story upon story. 
The fine trees are long gone, and hitching posts have given way to parking meters. 

In all this sea of change our Church stands unchanged, truly a "refuge and strength." Yes, 
times have changed; Plymouth has endured. 

As the evening traffic stops and starts at our busy intersection, as the cars shift and 
maneuver for position, and the shadows darken, a light illumines the Cross and Crown 
window above the porches of our west facade, so that all, even in the rush and hurry of the 
busy hours, may see that here stands- as it had stood for one hundred and ten years- A 
House of God. 
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In Memoriam 

Just as this manuscript was finished, the entire Plymouth 
family was greatly saddened by the death of its most 
exemplary member, Mr. Carl Hillyer Bissell, to whom this 
history was already dedicated. 

In loving memory of him and in gratitude for his 
immeasurable help in accumulating source material for this 
history, for his deep love of Plymouth and its ideals, and for 
his everwilling help in every phase of Plymouth's life and 
growth in his more than seventy years of association with our 
Church, his friends have made possible the printing of 
twenty-five copies of The Years of Plymouth. 
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THEYEARSOFPLYMOUTH 
1967-1977 

by 
Margaret Smith 
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"The Years of Plymouth," by Mrs. 0. W.H. Mitchell, was completed in 1963 during the 
pastorate of the Reverend John Huber. Mr. Huber left Syracuse in 1966 to become 
minister of the Congregational Church in Ogdensburg, New York. Mr. Huber was a 
warm, friendly man, well-liked during his years at Plymouth. A large formal reception 
was given in the church parlor for the Huber family: John, his wife, Anne, sons Neil, 
William and Kenneth, and his daughter, Gail. 

1967 

During the year (October 1966 to September 1%7) the Reverend Nelson Munson served as 
interim pastor for Plymouth Church. A retired minister, Mr. Munson served in churches 
that were waiting or looking for a permanent minister. The church moderator, Mr. T.U. 
Fretheim, in the Annual Report of 1%7, commended Mr. Munson for a year of excellent 
service and the members of the church for their cooperation. The Trustees reported that 
they kept within the budget and that they were especially appreciative of the voluntary 
efforts of Miss Nellie Clarke and Mr. Carl Helgeson, who gave many hours each week to 
the running of the church. The year 1%7 brought the successful hymnal purchase program 
to a conclusion, a new sound system (through the generosity of the John Parsons family), 
and a new minister. Also, the parsonage on Charmouth Drive was sold during that year. 

At a special meeting of the congregation, held May 21, 1967, action was taken to call the 
Reverend William S. Smithers to become the new pastor at Plymouth. Mr. Smithers came 
to Plymouth from the Congregational Church at Gloversville, New York, and began his 
active duties September 1, 1967. On August 1, 1967, Reverend Lyle Gray became 
Director of Religious Education. Under Mr. Gray, the Board began to get a perspective of 
modem Christian Education at all age levels. 

Mr. Smithers quickly became interested and involved in the problems of the downtown 
Syracuse area. This interest showed in his sermons and in his relationship with other 
downtown churches. In 1967-68 brought "The Covenant Churches," which included 
Plymouth, First Baptist, Park Central Presbyterian and First Methodist. Although not a 
member of the group, the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception showed great interest 
and joined in some of the projects. These churches agreed to consult with each other 
before developing new programs, to study current programs, and try to determine how the 
total mission of the church could be fulfilled. 

1968 

During this period there were many joint activities carried on by the group of downtown 
churches; dialogues, discussions and task forces were formed. A self-supporting Coffee 
House was opened at the First Baptist Church for the use of young people in the area. The 
Task Force on White Racism was of special interest to Mr. Smithers. He interested the 
churches in the Ministers' Emergency Fund to raise money for poverty marches in 
Alabama, Washington, etc. This was a very disturbed period in the life of Plymouth, and 
in the life of our country. 

On May 5th a coffee hour was held after church to show the congregation the remodeled 
chapel. The choir room had been enlarged, and in the chapel a new ceiling, lights, paint, 
and wall-to-wall carpeting made a very attractive room. On May 26th the new hymn books 
were dedicated during the church service. After the church service, Memorial Hall, as the 
Chapel is now called, was formally dedicated. 
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The New York State Conference of the United Church of Christ met at Plymouth Church, 
May 14, 15 and 16. All members of the congregation joined in entertaining this group. 

Mr. Smithers resigned as Minister of Plymouth Church June 2, 1968, to leave at the end of 
July. His plan was to leave the ministry and prepare for college teaching. 

A pulpit committee was elected by the congregation on July 16, 1968, and charged with 
finding a minister. 

For the summer program there was a continuation of joint services with Park Presbyterian 
and First Methodist. There were four meetings in each church, with the host church 
responsible for the service. For the fall and winter, the Deacons arranged an interim 
ministry, with the Reverend Robert Grimm, a member of the congregation and director of 
the Syracuse Council of Churches, in the pulpit, except on occasions when guest speakers 
were invited. Richard McCollum, Director of Religious Education, would carry the other 
ministerial functions with the assistance of the staff of Park Central Presbyterian Church. 

The Reverend Paul Flucke was the unanimous choice of the nominating committee, and on 
December 8th Mr. Flucke preached in Plymouth Church. At a meeting of the congregation 
immediately following the service, it was voted to ask Mr. Flucke to come to Plymouth as 
minister. A reception was then held in the church parlor so all could meet Mr. Flucke and 
his wife, Ruth. 

1969 

The Reverend Paul Flucke came to Plymouth Church from Minnesota, where he had 
served two parishes over a two-year period. Mr. Flucke was graduated from Whittier 
College in California and received his B.D. degree from the Pacitic School of Religion. He 
continued his professional training through short institutes offered by the Theological 
Seminary of the Twin Cities. 

Mr. Flucke conducted his first service on Sunday, February 15, 1969, for a large and 
enthusiastic congregation. Both Mr. and Mrs. Flucke were anxious to get acquainted and 
become involved as quickly as possible. Mr. Hucke's installation took place on April 27, 
1969. 

Mr. Dick McCollum came to Plymouth as Director of Religious Education while he was 
also studying at Syracuse University. In December, after performing a wide range of 
functions, he was called to the position of Associate Minister. In May Plymouth was 
privileged to host the ordination of the Reverend Richard McCollum. 

1969 was a very active year in the life of Plymouth Church. During the year, 47 members 
of Danforth Church joined Plymouth and with 33 other new members, added 80 new 
friends to the Plymouth family. There were Coffee and Conversation Groups, increased 
used of the building by civic and cultural groups, creative approaches to Christian 
Education, and a broadening in the pattern of worship. Also, a group called "Friends" was -
formed to assist in the ministry to individual persons. Cooperative ties with Park Central 
Presbyterian Church were continued very successfully during the summer; joint services 
were held one month at Plymouth and one month at Park Central. In September Mr. 
Flucke preached a sermon on "Reconciliation." At a discussion session after church a 
booklet was passed out entitled, "Plans and Visions for Plymouth." 
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This was the fall that the "food closet" came into action. There was a need for available 
supplies to help needy people who came to the attention of the church- people who needed 
help in an emergency situation. 

At the Christmas season the church was beautifully decorated. Anne Woodruff arranged 
memorial poinsettias which were delivered to shut-ins after the Christmas service. There 
were two Christmas Eve services, an early service at Park Central and a late one at 
Plymouth, arranged so that families from both churches could have a choice of time. 

The historian's report on 1969 is as follows: "This year three cartons of old records from 
Good Will Congregational Church were placed in the manuscript collection at Syracuse 
University for safe keeping. An inventory was made of these records and placed with the 
present records. Good Will Church united with Plymouth Church in 1948." 

In March 1969 the bound volumes of the trustees' records of Plymouth Church for the 
years 1950 to 1968 were placed with the other records. There is a hand-engraved page in 
the front of this volume in memory of Dr. Robert Brewer. 

The church service of November 23, 1969, was devoted to the history of Plymouth 
Church. Mr. Hucke participated in this service by reading about some of the important 
people and events in early Plymouth history. 

1970 

In the Annual report for 1970, Mr. Hucke listed a few general events. Here are a few he 
felt were important: 

.. . The addition of 42 new members- offset by losses, but enough to make a small gain . 

... A new program of Christian education for children and young people . 

... Continuing work of "Friends" in its ministry of concern for individuals . 

... A completion of the sanctuary study by a special committee . 

... Progress of a committee on a new organizational structure on by-laws for the 
congregation. · 
... The formation of the Plymouth Day Care Center, in full operation, under its own board, 
chaired by Mary Lou Reeves . 
... Plymouth's Forum programs on drugs, peace, aging and abortion were ·special efforts of 
the C.E. board, Women's Fellowship and the minister. · 
... The fine response of the congregation to special appeals for help during the year, plus 
continuing projects, such as the Emergency Cupboard. 

The year 1970 had its sad side, too, including the loss by death or moving away from 
Syracuse of several faithful members. One of the greatest losses, to the congregation 
personally and to the operation of the church, was the death of good friend and efficient 
bookkeeper, Miss Nellie Clark. 

As Associate Minister, Dick McCollum continued his effective work in Christian 
Education. He also became more involved in Family Court cases and crisis counseling 
because of Plymouth's concern and encouragement. 

The Christian Education Committee adapted the Christian Learning Community for 
students in grades 1 - 6. With the junior and senior high students, an excellent staff of 
teachers had consistent attendance and increased interest of the children in the program. 
The adult forum continued. 
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In the summer there were four mid-week family gatherings with a combination of picnic 
suppers and worship services following. Since Plymouth and Park Central continued to 
have cooperative summer services on Sunday, this was an opportunity for Plymouth 
members to gather during the two month period for fellowship. 

1971 

Despite the general economic slowdown of 1971, the programs of the church were carried 
on successfully. Working with a deficit budget, the Board of Trustees still managed to 
keep repairs under control and made necessary changes in the staff. Patricia Potter became 
organist-music director, replacing Madelon Beyle. A new secretary and sexton were hired. 
In cooperation with the Day Care Center, Kirtland Hall received a new acoustical ceiling 
and recessed lighting. 

The worship service moved in the direction of a moderately varied format, trying to meet a 
variety of needs with a single service. The Forums, under the leadership of Dr. Edward 
Swift, were reinstated in the spring and brought significant programs to the adult group. 
The summer union services were continued, and the four informal Wednesday evening 
picnic-services were popular. Church attendance increased a bit with an increase in 
visitors. The Inter-Church Council (formerly called The Covenant Churches), which 
linked Plymouth with five other congregations, carried out several activities, among them 
two union services at Plymouth. 

Aside from his pastoral duties, Mr. Hucke had a weekly radio program on contemporary 
music, was on the Executive Council of the W.C.C.'s National Council for Church and 
Ministry, and the Executive Council of the New York State Conference. Locally, he was a 
board member of the Cultural Resources Council and instrumental in developing the 
Festival of Nations. 

Mr. McCollum continued his work at Plymouth and his involvement with the criminal 
justice system. Counseling done in the jail has lead to his appointment as chaplain to the 
jail. 

The Learning Community continued, with a desire for fresh commitment, to create a 
learning experience which makes the Christian way of life appealing and unique. 

The Women's Fellowship sponsored a variety of programs within the church, and in 
cooperation with Church Women United. Some activities were a luncheon for new 
citizens, the Church World Service clothing drive, and a monthly contribution to Unity 
Kitchen. 

1972 

For some time there had been conversations about a change in the sanctuary. A committee 
was appointed to make definite plans for this renovation. The congregation voted to accept 
the change and the work was done in the summer of 1972. As always, some people were 
not happy with the change. To quote Mr. Hucke, "The remodeling has been received with 
enthusiasm by many and at least good natured tolerance by others." It changed to formal 
New England type of sanctuary into a more informal "togetherness" arrangement. 

Sunday activities took on a new dimension through the Forums, parlor series, Learning 
Community, and music programs. Some outstanding visiting preachers during this time 
were Harold Wilkie, Neil Richards, and William Hall. 
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Plymouth's involvement in cooperation with the Inter-Church Council continues. The 
W.C.C. program for the American Indian was included in the benevolence budget this 
year. Concern for the inmates of the local jail, Unity Kitchen and Mulberry Square Day 
Camp continued. 

In the summer of 1972, Dick McCollum resigned as Associate Minister of Plymouth to 
become the Director of the Syracuse Court Rehabilitation Project. To continue his close 
association with Plymouth, his title was changed to Minister in Community Service. At 
this time, Roberta Grimm became part-time Director of Religious Education. Gerry Gee 
joined the staff as Parish Associate. 

The Women's Fellowship faced a challenge because of women's changing role in our 
society. So many women were working that daytime activities were not well attended. 
The change to whole family activities helped to solve this problem. There were several all
church affairs, one being an Mrican Festival. The women in community service did many 
things involving Plymouth, such as giving financial aid to Elmcrest, Unity Kitchen and 
Camp Adelphi. The circles continued to provide fellowship and stimulating programs. 

1973 

The year 1973 was another eventful year in the life of Plymouth church. In May, the 
congregation regretfully accepted the resignation of the Reverend Paul Hucke. The 
Huckes were commissioned as missionaries for the United Church of Christ Board for 
World Ministries, effective August 1st. In June the congregation elected a Pastoral 
Committee to seek a new minister. The committee spent six months in this effort. The 
Reverend Gerald Gee, who had been serving as Parish Associate, acted as interim minister 
of Plymouth church. All Church activities went on smoothly under the effective leadership 
of Mr. Gee. 

In October it was necessary to accept the resignation of the Reverend Richard McCollum as 
Plymouth Church's supportive Minister in Community Service. Mr. McCollum went to 
Wayne, New Jersey, to become Director of the Market Place Ministry. In early November, 
Paul and Ruth Hucke were commissioned missionaries at a recognition service. Later that 
month the Plymouth family hosted a farewell luncheon for the Hucke family. 

Under Plymouth's leadership, the downtown Thanksgiving service was resumed this year, 
being held at Plymouth on Thanksgiving morning. Eight local churches and synagogues 
participated. The Advent season, with its Christmas music, lighting of Advent candles, 
"services of lessons and carols" and so much that is meaningful and beautiful brought 1973 
to a close. 

During the last few years finances had become a real problem. Several times the year 
started with a deficit budget, but one way or another the problems were solved. This year 
was no exception, but with the resignation of Mr. Hucke and slightly higher receipts, 
Plymouth showed a financial surplus at the end of the year. 

The past number of years had found many members moving from the city to the suburbs. 
With the move there was the transferring of membership to outlying churches. The whole 
change of city life made the existence of downtown churches difficult. An overwhelming 
priority for the Board of Deacons had been a discussion of means by which members might 
be attracted to a downtown church, which had had such a significant but changing role in 
our society. 
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1974 

A special meeting was called on January 20 to act on the recommendation of the pastoral 
committee. The Reverend Frederick S. Lowry, by a unanimous vote, was called to 
become pastor of Plymouth Church as of March 1974. Mr. Lowry, his wife, Leuntje, and 
two sons, David and Jan Willem, came to Syracuse from Massachusetts. There he had 
been Director of the Woburn Council of Social Concern. Mr. Lowry, a graduate of 
Dartmouth College and Yale Divinity School, was ordained as a minister in 1960. 
Previously he served churches on Long Island and in Massachusetts, had been a staff 
member of the National Council of Churches' Delta Ministry in Mississippi and was on the 
staff of the Washington State Council of Churches. Mr. Lowry became the 13th pastor in 
the 125 year history of Plymouth Church. 

The Reverend Gerald Gee and the Director of Religious Education, Roberta Grimm, 
continued their services for a two-month period, making the transition smoother and easier 
for the new pastor. 

The Deacons again arranged for a series of summer union services with Park Central and 
First Presbyterian, allowing for combined staff services. Also continued were the very 
successful family picnic and worship services, held at the homes of members. Attendance 
increased at these. 

The fall program included the downtown Thanksgiving service at Plymouth, with civic and 
religious leaders participating. Following the service, a Thanksgiving dinner, originated by 
the "Friends," was prepared and served in Kirtland Hall for those who were away from 
their families. 

The Advent and Christmas season followed the usual pattern with sp~cial events and 
services that are such an inspiring and beautiful part of the Christmas celebration. The 
music that Pat Potter arranged and directed was an outstanding part of the whole Christmas 
season. Anne Woodruff and her committee gave Christmas beauty to the sanctuary. 

This year saw a definite drop in Sunday school attendance. The small number of children 
enrolled and the difficulty in recruiting teachers were serious problems. In January, Sara 
Laymon Hall strand joined the staff as Parish Associate; one-fourth of her time was to be 
spent in directing Christian Education. The new arrangement was welcomed by the 
Christian Education Board. · 

The various boards and committees carried out their duties successfully. The Board of 
Trustees reported to church members that the fine Moeller pipe organ, 45 years old, needed 
major repairs. This obligation would have to be met outside of the operating budget. A 
suggestion, approved by the Board of Trustees, was the establishment of an Organ Fund to 
receive memorial gifts and other monies. 

The pastor's report is quoted: "Looking toward 1975, it appears that our work and 
worship will be in the context of increasing unemployment, inflation, and disparate 
opportunities along racial, cultural and sexual lines. The world picture includes starvation -
who has the right to eat, and who doesn't - and who gets the world's resources and who 
doesn't." 
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1975 

There were encouraging events during 1975. Dedicated leaders and members continued to 
work hard. The events and services of the previous years continued. The social activities 
went on with enthusiasm but decreasing members. The many services to people in and 
outside of the church were carried on by a group of committed persons, but the group 
needed to be larger. The question at this point seemed to be, "Can and should the 
congregation continue to try to maintain a building the size of Plymouth Church and the 
staff necessary to operate it?" The answer continued to be new members who could 
provide a larger group to carry the financial burden. Dr. Smucker, President of the New 
York State Conference, at a Sunday morning Forum, asked church members and friends to 
offer opinions on the direction the church should take. 

Some repairs were necessary during the year. Work was done on the heating plant by Mr. 
Jean Boucheron, a member. Repairs were made on the church roof, and extensive work 
was still needed to be done on the organ. The cost of maintenance and utilities continued to 
be of great concern to the Board of Trustees. Income from members and users of the 
building was adequate to meet obligations during 1975, but rising costs presented problems 
for the coming year. 

During the years of 1976 and 1977 Gertrude L. Bigwood (Mrs. David E.) has been church 
moderator. Under her leadership, there has been a resurgence of enthusiasm and morale. 
All of the events of these two years are so ably expressed in Mrs. Bigwood's report, that 
excerpts will be used to completely cover these two challenging years, which bring us to 
the 125th Anniversary of Plymouth Church. 

1976 

"1976 was a very good year. 

"During this Bicentennial year, Plymouth Church continued its efforts of strengthening and 
spreading Christ's Message to its members and to the community. As society grows in its 
complexity, increases its demands on individuals, confronts us with endless challenges, 
our need for the Christian Message also grows. In today's world, Christ's Message has 
greater importance and more relevance than ever. This has been true of Plymouth Church, 
where the clergy and laity worked together in preaching and teaching the Christian faith, 
taking responsible action to meet and plan for presenfand future needs, and in providing 
warm and concerned fellowship for each other. A full year indeed, and one which, seen in 
retrospect, we all may deem successful. 

"Sunday worship services remained the focal point of the church's life; the pastor's varied 
and stimulating sermons; the choir's and the organist's fine music; the increasing 
participation in the service by the congregation; the Christian Education programs for the 
youth groups. In addition, there have been informative Forum programs and coffee hour 
fellowship, all of which have made Sunday mornings meaningful and valuable experiences 
for those present. 

"Other activities during the year have added to the feeling of fellowship and community; 
meetings and luncheons of the church circles of the Women's Fellowship, the 
neighborhood meetings held during Lent and again in the fall, the four summer picnics, the 
several Women's gatherings, the church family Thanksgiving dinner and the Christmas 
party. 
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"Plymouth Church continues to take an active interest in issues and events beyond its own 
threshold. Mr. Lowry and others from the church attended sessions of the downtown 
clergy, the Protestant Community Ministries and the Syracuse Interreligious Council. As 
in previous years, union services were held in July and August with Park Central 
Presbyterian Church, while an ecumenical worship service was_ he~d on Palm Sun~ay, 
uniting Plymouth with several other downtown churches. In thmking of commumty 
service and outreach, we recall our emergency food closet, donations to Unity Kitchen, the 
clothing drives, and our willingness to provide space to other community activities as they 
have needed and requested it. 

"1976 was also the year when we took a long, hard, critical look at our financial needs and 
potential resources. It was also the year when we surveyed the physical plant- the church 
structure itself, the mechanical and electric equipment, and the organ. We even analyzed 
ourselves - by means of the multi-page questionnaire sent to the total congregation. This 
last task of assessing and evaluating total needs against present resources and future 
prospects was entrusted to a twelve-member Long Range Planning Committee, chaired by 
Dr. Franklyn Barry. The committee findings and recommendations will be presented to the 
congregation in 1977. 

"Another study of Plymouth Church was initiated during the year. This was an up-date of 
the church by-laws, the last revisions of which were done in 1%3. The committee, headed 
by William Andrews, plans to complete its work by spring. 

"Certain problems have persisted in giving concern during the past year; the declining 
membership, our inability to attract many new members, particularly young members and 
young families, the increasing difficulty in raising adequate funds to balance our ever-rising 
costs, the aging building with its developing needs for renovation and repair, the possible 
new burden of special assessments. These are among the issues to which the Long Range 
Planning Committee is giving attention. Hopefully, that group will be able to offer some 
solutions." 

1977 

"One of the highlights of 1977 was the completion by the Long Range Planning Committee 
of its survey of the present condition and status of Plymouth Church and its congregation. 
The committee's excellent report, issued in April, showed much study, soul searching and 
hard work by the members and others. In summarizing information contained in the 
questionnaires, the report indicated the following: deep concern of many members for the 
religious life of the church, the varying roles of the pastor and the congregation in 
leadership and spiritual matters, the quality and quantity of the Christian Education offered 
by Plymouth, use of music as part of the worship service, and Plymouth's contribution to 
the overall work of the United Church of Christ. The report also included the results of an 
architectural survey which cited several areas of the church's structure which needed 
renovation and repair. A time table was provided recommending priorities and spacing the 
work and expense over several years. Some of these repairs have already been 
accomplished, while others are scheduled for 1978. 

"During the year, the review and updating of the By-Laws were also finished. Not only 
are the By-Laws now consistent with actual practices, but the whole project furnished 
another opportunity for the congregation to examine its thinking as to priorities, purpose 
and stewardship. The revised By-Laws were adopted in December. 

"The resignation of Patricia Potter as Church Secretary, Director of Music and Organist 
came in July. While wishing her every success in her new work, we wondered where we 
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would find others for the places she had filled so competently. Mary Hutchison, a member 
of the church, agreed to be the Church Secretary and Parish Visitor. Then Janice Bailey 
came to us as a Director of Music and Church Organist. They have become vital members 
of the church staff, as has Ruth McMahon, who is the abie Coordinator of Christian 
Education. 

"Other good things happened at Plymouth during 1977; the feeling among us of 
community, of a singleness of purpose and endeavor continued to develop. We have been 
thankful for the leadership and guidance of our pastor, for the willing and generous 
involvement of members. We have also enjoyed the warm fellowship provided by the 
weekly coffee hours, church suppers, holiday festivities, monthly circle meetings, summer 
picnics, and the "Thee Club" (formerly Couples Club) programs. Furthermore, we have 
tried to look beyond ourselves into the larger community to see its needs, and so we 
trudged in the Hunger March, stocked the emergency food cupboard, donated to clothing 
drives and sent supplies to Unity Kitchen. Some attended the various conferences and 
assemblies. 

"Now we anticipate and look forward with optimism to 1978. We know it may bring 
problems, with membership and financing heading the list as two of our major concerns. 
But we are also certain that it will bring blessings and satisfactions. The new year will 
mark the 125th Anniversary of Plymouth Church, a fact which makes it a special year, and 
surely an outstanding one." 

So end the excerpts from Mrs. Bigwood's reports. 

Margaret Smith 
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THE YEARS OF PLYMOUTH: 1978-1998 

With the approach of the 21st century and after profound change and achievement, 
Plymouth can look backward and forward with wonder and gratitude. It has earned a 
!ep~tation ~sa diverse and welcoming community, and as a leader statewide in social 
JUSti_c~ proje~ts. As a member of the Interreligious Council of CNY, Plymouth has 
participated m many programs relating to the housing and feeding of the poor. It has 
extended permanent hospitality of its space to many social groups and to others who are 
denied hospitality or cannot afford it. 

Plymouth has served as sanctuary for refugees from Asia, Central America and the 
Caribb_ean. In 19?4 it became a Just Peace Church, envisioning an extensive 5-year 
educatiOn~ expenence for the whole congregation in the areas of human sexuality, racism 
and other Issues. ln 1995 the church declared itself an Open and Aftirming Church which 
welcomes and respects persons of all sexual orientations, as adopted by the 18th General 
Synod of the United Church of Christ. Also, in the mid-90's ties with Syracuse African
Americans were strengthened through shared worship celebrations. 

While clergy and women of the church have been prominent in these recent 
accomplishments, other lay persons have demonstrated deepening and effective 
responsibility, working in areas of social justice in the city and suburbs. Since the 1980's, 
an increase in the number of committees and in worship leadership has resulted in a 
broadening of member participation. Essentially, Plymouth has endured and grown in new 
directions for almost all of its past 20 years, in the tradition of the church established in 
1853. 

The time between Plymouth's 125 Anniversary in 1978 and the installation of a new pastor 
in 1981 represents one part of the period being considered here. Anniversary planners 
were applauded for their roles in an outstanding and notable year, with expectations 
exceeded by actual events of the 125th. Not only did the congregation appreciate the 
festivities, but also it pledged funds for building renovation, this at a time when finances 
and budget deficits in general concerned many. Also, Gertrude Bigwood, the moderator at 
that time, pleaded for more faithful attendance of members at Sunday service. She 
challenged members to greater involvement in the life of Plymouth. 

Remaining also from the end of the '70's was the memory of an ecumenical Thanksgiving 
Worship Service during which the balconies of Plymouth were tilled to capacity, and when 
the beautiful historical quilt was hung in Memorial Hall. 

Now a shift in leadership occurred. Fred Lowry took a sabbatical leave in 1979 to study 
for a doctorate. Upon returning, and after completing requirements of his contract, he 
submitted his resignation. Among the interim ministers during the search for a new pastor 
were Graham Hodges and religious professionals who were members of Plymouth. 
During this same period a group of members obtained local Registry of llistoric Landmarks 
status for Plymouth. This brought recognition, but anticipated funding resulting from this 
honor did not occur due to a change in administration in Washington. 

Creative, enthusiastic, dedicated leadership and a most receptive congregation were key 
ingredients in the years from 1981 to the present time. With the installation of Harvey 
Pinyoun as pastor, every aspect of Plymouth life reflected renewal. Worship, a growing 
Learning Community, social traditions and events, building improvements and space use, 
planning sessions by experts from the congregation - all combined for the good. With each 
succeeding year, a deep commitment to do God's work grew and expanded. 
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Reviewing ventures of Plymouth from 1982 through 1986, one_ discov_ers_involye~ent of 
clergy and congregation in urban nrinistry and a dramatic trend m hospttahty/budding space 
usage. Members of the congregation served in the Samaritan Project of St. Paul's 
cathedral, helping to prepare and serve meals for the homeless of downtown Syracuse. 
The project included 43 pantries, including our own food closet. 

Also, through Harvey's efforts, Plymouth allied with Time of Jubilee and. Mulbe~ Square 
to assist in providing housing for the poor. The former eventually set up Its office m our 
church, remaining there until 1996. Meanwhile, space was provided for a long and varied 
list of new friends as well as old: Plymouth Day Care Center, Alcoholics Anonymous, AI 
Anon, Narcotics Anonymous, legal aid groups, music and art classes, mental patient 
groups, pastoral counseling, prayer groups, sports practices and Weight Watchers, to name 
several. 

Because of this church use, the tight budgets of this time were eased; however, it was 
necessary for the Board of Trustees to direct necessary building improvements. These 
included roof repairs, installation of fire doors and hard-wired smoke detectors, 
improvement of electric and plumbing systems, painting andre-carpeting of Memorial Hall 
and other minor repairs. A utilization policy and insurance changes also grew out of 
Plymouth's sharing of space. 

Probably the most notable event of the '80's at Plymouth was the 1985 Sanctuary 
declaration. It had been preceded by the church's 1982-1984 experience with political 
refugees from Cambodia. The preparation process required by the UCC was completed. 
The Declaration included: 

Therefore, be it resolved that the Congregation of Plymouth 
Congregational Church, fully cognizant that this resolution 
may propose an act of civil disobedience, does this day, with 
all humility, tum toward a higher law - the law of faith -
anddeclare Plymouth Congregational church a sanctuary. In 
spirit of hope and unity with congregations of many faiths 
throughout the United States, we invite refugees from El 
Salvador to accept temporary sanctuary with us. 

This bold action of a small Syracuse church resulted in a two-week stay in the building by 
Pedro and Sylvia Ramos who fled from persecution in El Salvador. Further, the life of our 
congregation was enriched by working with Juana and Carlos and their family, whom we 
hosted as members of Syracuse Covenant Sanctuary. It was an unforgettable experience. 

Harvard Divinity School granted Harvey a Charles Merrill Fellowship the next year, and he 
left Plymouth on a six-month sabbatical. During his absence the congregation came to 
experience the loving pastoral care and spiritual leadership of Joan Jones, a Rochester 
Divinity School student. 

The Strategic Planning Committee, in a summary report a year after its inception in 1989, 
stated that Plymouth represented "A unique ministry in the heart of Syracuse which opens 
doors and minds to a range of people and ideas at the same time that members are there for 
each other." Ann Michel explained: 
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"The Church Council has helped forge a direction for 
Plymouth resulting in part from the Strategic Planning 
Committee recommendations. Special committees as well as 
the ongoing church boards have taken on assignments such 
as providing additional forms of worship, involving a 
broader cross section of Plymouth in its leadership, the 
holding of special fund raising events, the cleaning and 
sprucing up of areas of the church building, making more 
information available on how Plymouth operates, producing 
an updated picture directory, and adding of an arts focus to 
Christian Education." 

Reference was also made to the establishment of the Operations Needs Fund. 

In 1990, Harvey Pinyoun described Plymouth as having "a greater resiliency ... the 
expansion of participation and leadership, the diversity of new people coming to pray, live 
and work with us ... and the increasingly generous and responsive contributors (for 
ministry), and the continuation to act and speak publicly on issues of justice and peace." 

As this current decade began, the implementation of the Strategic Planning Committee's 
recommendation was underway. Plymouth's Mega-Event- the Antique Show and Sale 
offering "something of value," food and refreshments to those attending the Downtown 
Crafts Fair in the Columbus circle area- was instituted. The event, that July of 1993, 
generated volunteer enthusiasm and the interest of many visitors, and an income of $3000. 

With an influx of new members and more flexibility financially, Plymouth carried on its 
work in 1992 by expanding what went on before. Church space users increased as arts 
and service groups made use of our hospitality on a daily basis. Thanks to a revision in the 
bylaws, the Christian Education and Deacons Boards both listed a member from the Youth 
Group. Moderator Jan Testa labeled this a black-letter year due to both a very successful 
stewardship campaign and a busy Antique Show and Sale. 

"A year for remembering and a year to be remembered: 1993!" Thanks to the 
overwhelming success of the 140th Anniversary campaign, capital needs that otherwise 
would have gone unaddressed, were now attended to on an ongoing basis. The celebration 
spanned four months of festivities and worship observing Plymouth's contributions to this 
city and century. Key speakers at the September 24th dinner in Kirtland Hall were Dr. 
Franklyn Barry and Ann Michel. Guest participants in special Sunday services included 
Dr. James Smucker, prominent UCC leader and former Plymouth member, Auxiliary 
Bishop Thomas Costello of the Syracuse Diocese and Dr. William Briggs, New York State 
UCC conference Minister. Musical presentations throughout the celebration featured the 
exceptional talents of Plymouth professionals as well as groups from the congregation. 

At the 1995 General Synod, a pronouncement was made declaring the United Church of 
Christ to be a Just Peace Church affirming that "making peace and doing justice are the 
tasks of Christians given to them by God in shalom vision." Through a series of forums 
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and discussions Plymouth completed the adoption of this policy, guided by the new Just 
Peace Committee of the church. Dr. Edward Swift was cited at the Annual Meeting by the 
Board of Christian Education for his supportive post-worship forums which he identifies 
as "exposure of many different current ideas and opportunities for discussions." 

During this same time segment, with the adoption of the Just Peace declaration, Plymouth 
was linked with a special network of socially concerned churches of the UCC. The chosen 
priorities for the initial phase were racism and human sexuality, part of a broad spectrum of 
related issues in the country. Symbolic of that diversity is the Peace Pole, with its message 
of peace in several languages. This was planted at the Point in a special ceremony in 
October," 1994, coinciding with the Memory March to Auburn by Harvey, Plymouth 
members and other justice supporters. Other Just Peace activities that year included a 
Prejudice Reduction workshop for members and friends in the African American 
community, and projects in the Learning Community, most notably contributions by 
children for the Harriet Tubman House. 

Plymouth approved the first Minister of Christian Education in its history, the Reverend 
Jennifer Hamlin, in 1993. Another significant happening in the Learning Community was 
the introduction of the new religion-and-art curriculum of the UCC, The Word Among Us. 
Since its inception, this education program has proven to be an integral part of the 
Plymouth experience. 

Also, Christian Education underwent another change when the Significant Sixty teaching 
program was introduced. Almost 100 children and Sunday worship were involved in the 
new curriculum. In working with the pastor for more inclusive worship services, the 
Worship Committee introduced the tradition of acolytes. 

Finally, the establishment of the Plymouth Endowment Fund was noted. 

Harvey's report for the 1993 Annual Meeting alluded to the search for a "consistent 
dialogue with the people of the African American community, the formation of an ad hoc 
committee to lead the church through a Just Peace process; and the need of preparation for 
the 140th Anniversary as looming in the near future." As always, the congregation juggled 
its many goals and interests with finesse and dedication. 

Another reason this year was so memorable was Harvey's fasting in the Spring to draw 
attention to Haiti's dire circumstances, and underscoring Plymouth's support for several 
families who came to Syracuse for asylum. Concern for his health was church wide, a 
clouding over of the vision and deepened the "search for precious and sacred." 

Finally, funds pledged in the 140th Anniversary campaign continued to arrive, enabling the 
Trustees to replace all defective casement windows in the "new" building, and to improve 
electrical service in the kitchenette, bell tower and offices. The organ underwent significant 
maintenance work, and needed improvements and repairs were made to the heating and 
plumbing systems. 
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In 1995 the exploration, drafting and revision of the Open and Mfirming resolution was 
resolved. It was resoundingly approved by the congregation in January, 1996. Harvey 
wrote of "our struggle with issues of prejudice, sex, spiritual growth and poverty," and 
expressed gratitude for Plymouth's willingness to "wrestle with these issues and walk 
these paths of growth." 

At the State UCC Conference in Binghamton the first of June, 1996, the delegation from 
Plymouth's Open and Affirming Committee initiated the Resolution that was adopted by the 
State Conference. 

The Learning Community reflected the vigor and inventiveness of the Reverend Dale 
Hindmarsh, Minister of Christian Education, the Christian Education Board and the rich 
new curriculum every week. The Endowment Fund became operational, and pledges 
reached a high level due to a greater commitment to the goals of the church. The Trustees 
lauded this increase in financial commitment as well as that of volunteer work on the · 
building. 

Other changes included selection of a new Strategic Planning committee, the New Century 
Hymnal, dramatic new demands on the church food pantry, numerous youth trips and 
retreats and the formation of the Women's Retreat group. The groups using Plymouth 
totaled 23, and the traditional festivals and sales continued. The Plymouth Day Care Center 
became a training site for high school students and those attending OCC and Syracuse 
University. New productions of Open Hand Theater included bilingual shows with 
Russian colleagues and with Onondaga Indian Nation students. 

Ever dynamic and open to new opportunities, Plymouth implemented its Open and 
Affirming Resolution of 1996 by adopting a new bylaw allowing people full Plymouth 
membership while maintaining affiliation with another church or congregation. 

Harvey went on a much deserved sabbatical the latter part of 1996, visiting Ireland and also 
Haiti. We would be remiss in this historical update if we did not call attention to the 
activities of Plymouth staff, members and friends who visited Central American soils to 
assist in human rights endeavors, and those who called attention to and were witness to 
civil and human rights abuses here and abroad. 

Much of 1996 was devoted to future development of this congregation. The survey 
conducted by Ann Michel resulted in a 5-year plan with emphasis on membership, 
communications and building, including an architectural consultant's recommendations. 
Integral parts of this plan will be part of the approaching 150th Anniversary observance. 

The Trustees submitted an application for inclusion in the National Register of Historical 
Places, which was subsequently approved in 1997. A grant commitment of $28,000 was 
received from the New York State Environmental Bond Act. The Trustees have proposed 
that this matching grant be utilized for repair of two of the major stained glass windows. 
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During the period of this report Plymouth bas bad several talented and very capable 
professionals serving as Coordinators and/or Ministers of Christian Education and 
Directors of Music. Staff upheaval shook Plymouth from the fall of 1997 into the winter 
of 1998, as first the Director of Music, Then the Minister of Christian Education, and 
finally the Pastor announced they were leaving. 

David Nelson announced his resignation at the end of 1m after four years as Director of 
Music. His talents, especially as a professional pianist, were greatly appreciated by the 
congregation. He will be expanding on his musical career in Florida. Dr. Joseph H. 
Downing was selected as the new director starting in January of 1998. He has served at 
other churches in Syracuse, and is on the faculty of Syracuse University. 

At the beginning of 1998 the Reverend Dale Hindmarsh announced his resignation from 
Plymouth to pursue a new professional challenge in Vermont. His contributions to the 
Christian Education programs, to worship and to social service action activities in the 
Syracuse community will be sorely missed. Jean Hindmarsh will be remembered for her 
five years total service as Christian Education Coordinator. 

At the end of March, the congregation was taken aback by Harvey's unexpected 
announcement of resignation to be effective in July, 199K Harvey's pastoral leadership 
for seventeen years resulted in the greatest spiritual growth in Plymouth's history, and a 
resurgence in membership and financial support. He had compassion for the 
underprivileged, the forgotten, the unloved and those who suffered from prejudice. He 
was always there when one needed him. He was a leader in the religious community of 
Syracuse. 

Reverend Pinyoun left Plymouth at the end of May to join a march repeating in reverse the 
route of the Middle Passage, which was to commemorate the sufferings of slaves imported 
forcibly from Africa. During the summer months, the Rev. P.V. George capably served as 
Interim Minister. In October, the search for a new Christian Education Director came to a 
successful conclusion with the appointment of the Rev. Diana Brawley as Special Minister 
of Christian Education. Her enthusiasm and expertise brought renewed energy to the 
program. As the year ended, the development of a dynamic new Interim Staff Team 
pointed the way to a promising future. The Rev. John Hottenstein, who had served as 
minister during the fall, bringing a spirit of reconciliation and a deepening of spirituality, 
accepted the role of Interim Senior Pastor. The Rev. Jennifer Harnlin-Navias was named 
Interim Minister for Pastoral Care, while the Rev. David Pasinski became Interim Minister 
for Social Concerns and Reconciliation. A Search Committee, under the outstanding 
leadership of Ann Michel, was well launched into the process of seeking a permanent full
time pastor. 

As the Church moved into the interim period, continuity was provided by a hard-working 
and dedicated laity, under the leadership of Moderator Peggy Kinner, by a renewed and 
enlarged music program under the direction of Joe Downing, and by the tireless efforts and 
expertise of the Church Administrator, Doris Dorkof. Held together by its people and their 
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faith, Plymouth looks forward with great hope to continuing our mission in the new year 
and in the new century. 
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