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 Service of the Word  

 March 15, 2020 

 Third Sunday of Lent 

  10:00 am 

 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT  Abigail Otte 

PRELUDE O Mensch, Bewein’ Dein’ Sunde Gross J. S. Bach 

*OPENING HYMN O God, Our Help in Ages Past (vs. 1, 2, 4, 6) No. 25 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Kathy Ferro 

One:  Sing songs of hope and peace.  
All:  God’s love and power have lifted us. 
One:  Sing songs of mercy and grace. 
All:  God’s mercy and forgiveness frame our lives. 
One: Thanks be to God for all God’s love and mercy. 
All: Praise be to God for the delivering power God extends to each one of us. 

Amen. 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison) 

We sing and speak your praise, O God, grateful for the many ways in which you 
have healed us. Keep our hearts, our minds, and our spirits open to learn ways in 
which we can offer healing love for others. For we ask this in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 

WORDS OF WELCOME  Eric Jackson 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

One: Peace be with you. 
All: And, also with you. 

 Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

*SONG OF PRAISE     Gloria Patri
  

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY FOR ALL AGES  Kim Looney 

 After the Story for All Ages, all children and youth as well as any adults are invited to participate in 

the PrayGround in the space at the front, right-hand side of the sanctuary. The PrayGround is a 

dedicated space for them to quietly and creatively interact 

with the day’s theme.. 
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SCRIPTURE  Exodus 14:10-16 

One:  The word of God for the people of God.  
All:  Thanks be to God. 

*HYMN Spirit of the Living God No. 283
 Spiritual  

SERMON Can We Survive? 

*HYMN  What a Covenant No. 471 

 THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

CALL TO PRAYER 

One: God be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
Many: We lift our hearts to God. 
One:  Let us pray… 

THE PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory forever. Amen. 

There are several beloved versions of this prayer.  In an effort to pray in unison while respecting the 

different versions that many of us have prayed since childhood, we will cycle through the different 

versions over the course of a year.  We will pray using “trespasses” through the first part of 2020. 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

Today we will receive the One Great Hour of Sharing offering.  Your OGHS contributions will be 

combined with those from seven other Christian denominations to make an impact on the lives of real 

people throughout the world.  To contribute, please make a check out to Plymouth Congregational 

Church and write “OGHS” in the memo line, or place cash in the envelopes provided in the pews. 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM  Onward Ye People  Jean Sibelius 

*DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
Praise God for all that love has done! 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*CLOSING HYMN  I’m So Glad, Jesus Lifted Me No. 474 

*BENEDICTION 

CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT 

POSTLUDE Alle Menshen Müssen Sterben J. S. Bach 
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 Plymouth Runs On YOU  
 

USHERS:  Gert Danzy and Luckner Morange    ACOLYTE:  Abigail Otte 
   LITURGIST:   Kathy Ferro   LITURGICAL MOVEMENT:  Kirsten Hubel 

DEACON ON DUTY:   Frank Leonard 
OFFERING COUNTERS:  Keith Jakway and Audrey Kane 

Hospitality Ministry – Please consider serving as a host for Community Time.  There is a sign-up chart 
in the bell tower entrance.  It’s easy and we’ll help you! 

Flowers – Make our worship space even more beautiful for the glory of God and in honor of whatever 
you choose.  A sign-up sheet is found in the bell tower entry.  The cost is $25, but plans for larger or 
multiple arrangements can always be made. 

Accessibility:  Individual listening headsets are available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  
Please contact one of the ushers for help.  An elevator and ramp are available.  LARGE PRINT BULLETINS 
ARE IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. 

Welcoming Children in Worship:  Children of all ages have a place in worship and in the life of the 
church. At Plymouth we try to engage people of all ages in different ways. Worship activity kits and age-
appropriate children’s bulletins are available at our worship activity shelf in the back of the Sanctuary 
for our young children and youth.  A “soft space” is available throughout the service for children age 4 
and younger at the front of the sanctuary. PLEASE return the activity kits with all of the supplies to the 
shelf and put away the “soft space” toys at the end of the service.   

Nursery Care:  Infants and toddlers are welcome in worship.  Sound is piped into Memorial Hall next 
door to the sanctuary for those who would welcome a space apart. We also offer Nursery care for infants 
and toddlers at 9:45am.  There are changing tables in the restroom just off the sanctuary, in the nursery, 
and in the men’s restroom in the basement. 

Plymouth likes to share its story!  Photos are often taken during worship and at Plymouth events and 
are shared on the website, in social media and by partnering organizations.  If you DO NOT wish your 
photo to be used, please contact the church office. 

There is ample free street parking on the blocks around our church on Sundays, as well as in the lots 
behind the Catholic diocese building.  For those able to walk a short distance, parking here will allow 
those with mobility impairments or small children to use the spots directly in front of the church 

  

 
There will not be Lenten Study following worship today. 
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 Some Things You Ought to Know  
 

  

Plymouth and COVID-19 

We are grateful for your faithfulness to God and Plymouth during this difficult time. We 
want you know that we love and appreciate you! It is also important to remember that in 
the midst of fear, the Scriptures remind us that we do not have to fear because God is 
with us. Towards that end, Plymouth Congregational Church UCC is taking every step to 
ensure we are being responsible and following the recommendations from the Center 
for Disease Control (CDC) as well as keeping close watch to the directives of our County 
Executive for Onondaga County. 
The Board of Deacons felt it was best to continue to offer worship services in-person. 
Individuals are invited to follow the dictates of their own conscience regarding how 
much social distance you would like to have. This would include feeling the need to sit in 
the balcony or memorial hall to worship in the building. 

• You are encouraged to use hand sanitizer provided in the pews 
• Our Seasoned Members/Elders and those with compromised immune systems are 

most vulnerable to Coronavirus and are encouraged to stay home.  
• We are working on live-streaming and phone participation (for those without 

computer access) during participation. 
• Bulletins and Announcements will be made available online so you can follow along.  
• We will update you at the beginning of every week of our status.  

 

Learning Community and Lenten Study are canceled today. 

The following events have been POSTPONED until a later date: 

• Eric’s Installation Service  on Saturday, March 21  
• Andrew and Audrey in Concert on Monday, March 23 
• Learning Together with Our Neighbors  interfaith event on Sunday, March 29 
• All Meet-and-Greets scheduled in March.  (April dates will stand, pending 

evaluation of the health and safety situation as we move forward.) 

One Great Hour of Sharing, the UCC’s special offering to support disaster relief, refugee 
initiatives and more, will be collected today and next Sunday.  Put OGHS on the memo line on 
your check or use the special envelopes in the pews. 

The 2020 UCC Lent Devotional Book Deliver Us, written by UCC authors, is available on the 
table in the back of the Sanctuary for a suggested price of $4 each (let us know if that price is 
prohibitive for you!) 

Plymouth ROCKS*:  We will be serving lunch at the Rescue Mission NEXT Sunday, March 22 
from 10:45am – 12:30pm. Young (ages 12 and up) and old are welcome.   There are a limited 
number of volunteer positions each month AND the Rescue Mission is required to have the 
names of the individuals who are volunteering so RSVP to Chris Hopkins 
(christinehopkins03@gmail.com or 315 476-5139.) ahead of time to get on the list and 
receive instructions re: where to report.   

*Reaching Our Community through Kindness and Service 

mailto:christinehopkins03@gmail.com
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Want to stay informed about the news and events at Plymouth Church?  Sign up for 
Plymouth’s weekly email newsletter by contacting George Bain at georgesbain@gmail.com 
and provide your email to the church office (office@plymouthsyr.org) in order to receive the 
monthly newsletter The Plymouth Story and any important communications sent out by the 
Church Office. 

The ACTS (Alliance of Communities Transforming Syracuse) banquet is on April 21 and 
Plymouth is hoping to once again fill two tables.   Tickets are $75 each and can be purchased 
by writing a check to Plymouth Church with “ACTS dinner” in the memo line.  There are 
scholarships available - contact the church office.  Act now to show your support of this 
organization that works to improve the quality of life for all citizens, especially the 
disadvantaged, and to actively deal with inequities resulting from poverty and racial 
discrimination.  If you have questions or want more information about the ACTS banquet, 
please contact Gert Danzy. 

 

  
 
 
 

  Music Notes for March 15, 2020  
I really appreciate that, here at Plymouth, people actually use the prelude and postlude as a time to 
listen quietly and/or for personal prayer and/or meditation.  I was given a great suggestion a couple 
of weeks back that, rather than applauding the postlude, a simple “Amen!” would affirm that it had 
been meaningful to you.  I like that idea a lot. 

Our prelude was described by Albert Schweitzer (who was also a world-class organist in addition to 
his work as a doctor in the Congo) as the most beautiful piece ever written.  Johann Sebastian Bach 
(1685-1750) takes a simple choral melody and highly ornaments it (just like some gospel singers 
will do with the National Anthem today!)  The text calls us to repentance during lent.  Our postlude 
is another Lenten choral which reminds us that we all shall die. 

This week we consider “Deliverance Stories.”  Our anthem speaks of several deliverance stories: 
Daniel in the lion’s den, the Hebrew young men from the fiery furnace, Jonah and the whale, and the 
day-of-judgement deliverance: 

Didn’t my Lord deliver Daniel? And why not everyone? 
He delivered Daniel from the lion’s den, Jonah from the belly of the whale, 

And the Hebrew children from the fiery furnace, and why not everyone? 

The wind blows east, and the wind blows west – it blows like the judgement day, 
And every poor soul that never did pray will be glad to pray that day. 

I set my foot on the gospel ship, and the ship it began to sail, 

It landed me over on Canaan’s shore, and I’ll never come back anymore. 

Our offertory anthem is intended to represent the song that the Israelites sang when leaving Egypt.  
A couple of words defined: Mount Neboh is the mountain upon which Moses stood, overlooking 
present-day Jerusalem; Salem was the name of the city which he saw, and it was occupied by the 
Jebusites.  The city eventually became known as Jebu-salem, and then Jerusalem. 

Onward ye people; strive for the light – the light that the Lord hath given us for our guide. 
Who, through the murk and darkness of night hath let us to safety unto our reward. 

See how the fiery pillar is gleaming, lighting our steps, when dark is the way,  
And the Light of the World, it cleaveth the blackness that else would engulf us. 

See the Cloudy pillar to shield us safe when the sun would blister us. 

Then, forward, where faith revealeth the way, for God is our guide, and God will never fail! 

 
If you are here this morning looking for financial assistance. Please come to 
Memorial Hall and speak with the Pastor at 12:15PM 

 
 

mailto:georgesbain@gmail.com
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Fires are gleaming, voices are singing forth from Mount Neboh’s heaven-storming height. 
Salem! Salem!  Hark, they call us upward and on, to our heavenly home. 

Salem! Salem!  On the horizon urging us on to God and our home, 

And the heavenly choir doth ring from Mount Neboh, piercing the blue like a living light. 

Salem! 

  About Plymouth  
Plymouth was founded in 1853 by a group of Syracusans who wanted to create a Christian 

abolitionist bulwark in the city.  Since then, we have fought against slavery, poverty, and war; 
for immigrants’, natives’, workers’, LGBT, and women’s rights; and sought to be agents of mercy 

in a hurting world.  We believe in beauty, laughter, the struggle for peace with justice, taking 
risks for God, and the Way of Jesus Christ. 

Our faith is over 2,000 years old; our thinking is not! 

We are Open and Affirming We believe God calls us to welcome all All and their gifts 
regardless of gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, physical ability, 
socioeconomic status, or religious background. 

We are Just Peace We covenant to live actively within the holy longing that weds justice with the quest 
for peace – within us, between us, in community, and across the globe.  We covenant to affirm the 
sacredness of all life and to honor and preserve creation. 

We are Sanctuary We provide a space of physical, emotional, and spiritual safety for immigrants 
without documents, and specifically pledge to the principles of the national New Sanctuary Movement. 

We are Immigrant Welcoming We seek to learn, support, and develop practices and programs that 
facilitate the respectful welcome and inclusion of all immigrants into our congregation and community. 

We are Progressive Christians We try to walk in the way of Jesus Christ, our brother and 
savior.  We believe God speaks new meanings for new days, and that She does so not only in the 
church and the ancient words of the Bible, but through the insights of science, the arts, the 
revelations of other religions, and the best strivings of the human spirit.  We believe God has 
granted us a purpose, and that life is too short for long-faced religion.  Join us! 

 
 

 

 
Rev. Eric Jackson, Pastor, ejackson@plymouthsyr.org 

Dr. Joseph Downing, Director of Music 

Kim Looney, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

Kathy Ferro, Church Administrator 

Mark Johnson, Sexton 
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